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Ĩor	unsolicited	material͘	Colour	photographs	or	high	resolution	scans	are	suit-
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Ǉour	 articles	 to	 enable	notiĮcation	oĨ	 acceptance	or	 otherwise	 and	 return	
oĨ	article	iĨ	reƋuired͘	Whotographs	returned	onlǇ	iĨ	stamped͕	selĨ-addressed	
enǀelope	is	enclosed͘
�mailed	 contributions	 should	 be	 sent	 in	 plain	 ;editableͿ	 teǆt	 onlǇ	 and	 anǇ	
photos	should	be	sent	as	separate	attachments͕	not	embedded	in	the	storǇ	
teǆt͘
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lishers	unless	eǆpresslǇ	so	stated͘	Artemis	Wroductions	accepts	no	responsi-
bilitǇ	Ĩor	the	accuracǇ	oĨ	anǇ	opinion	or	inĨormation͕	or	the	reader s͛	reliance	
upon	it͕	contained	in	this	magaǌine͘

>IMIT�D	BAC<	CKWI�S	AsAI>AB>�

ADs�ZTIS�ZS͊	te	accept	no	responsibilitǇ	Ĩor	material	submitted	that	does	
not	complǇ	with	the	Trade	Wractices	Act͘
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/t͛s interesting to haǀe the ĐhanĐe to	 taŬe	 a	 peeŬ	 inside	
other	 clubsͶhow	 theǇ	 operate͕	 how	 theǇ	 promote	
themselǀes͕	plus	 Ĩun	things	 theǇ	do	to	Ŭeep	the	shooting	
eǆperience	Ĩresh͘

IĨ	Ǉour	club	does	something	a	bit	diīerentlǇ	Ĩrom	other		
clubs	or	iĨ	Ǉou	haǀe	a	special	shoot	eǀerǇ	Ǉear	where	Ǉou	
tend	to	 let	Ǉour	 imagination	run	Ĩree͕	whǇ	not	share	 it	 in	
the	magaǌine͍	Contact	me	at	the	email	address	below	and	
we	can	run	some	photos	and	a	storǇ͘

te	can	all	 learn	Ĩrom	each	other͘ 	Wromoting	Ǉour	club	
can	be	as	simple	as	geƫng	a	spare	ArcherǇ	Action	magaǌine͕	
puƫng	Ǉour	club s͛	contact	details	on	the	coǀer	and	leaǀing	
it	;with	permissionͿ	in	the	waiting	room	oĨ	a	local	dentist s͛	
practice	or	similar͘ 	Not	eǀerǇthing	Ǉou	do	has	to	cost	moneǇ͘	
The	best	publicitǇ	has	alwaǇs	been	word	oĨ	mouth͕	so	the	
more	Ǉou	talŬ	about	how	much	Ĩun	Ǉou	haǀe	at	Ǉour	club͕	
the	 more	 Ǉou	 are	 liŬelǇ	 to	 attract	 new	 members	 and	 in	
doing	so͕	haǀe	eǀen	more	Ĩun͘	And	sometimes	it s͛	as	simple	
as	 encouraging	 someone	 to	 come	 to	 a	 trǇ-out	 daǇ	 when	
there	are	bows	aǀailable	and	a	coach	on	hand	to	giǀe	some	
assistance	 in	 geƫng	 them	 started͘	 tho	 doesn͛t	 liŬe	 the	

warm	glow	Ǉou	get	Ĩrom	a	personal	inǀitation͍
IĨ	 Ǉou͛d	 liŬe	 to	do	 some	bowhunting	but	 Ǉou͛ǀe	neǀer	

tried͕	 get	 Ǉour	 Bowhunting	 WroĮciencǇ	 CertiĮcate	 under	
Ǉour	belt	and	start	chaƫng	to	people	who	alreadǇ	go	bush	
in	search	oĨ	game͘	It s͛	all	about	communication͘	And	when	
Ǉou	boil	it	all	down͕	communication	simplǇ	means	talŬing	to	
each	other͘

This	 magaǌine	 is	 about	 communication͕	 too͘	 As	 it s͛	
a	publication	 that	 runs	 stories	bǇ	 archers͕	 Ĩor	 archers͕	 it s͛	
another	aǀenue	 Ĩor	Ǉou	 to	eǆplore	and	use͘	 IĨ	 Ǉou	haǀe	a	
good	 storǇ	 to	 tell	 about	 a	 hunting	 trip	 or	 something	 that	
happened	on	a	range	during	a	Įeld	archerǇ	daǇ͕ 	please	share	
it	with	us	all͊	te	all	liŬe	a	bit	oĨ	ǀicarious	liǀing͕	otherwise	
social	media	wouldn͛t	be	so	popular͊

I	Ŭnow	liĨe	is	busǇ	these	daǇs͕	but	please	consider	siƫng	
down	to	get	Ǉour	special	storǇ	written	and	submiƫng	it	to	
the	magaǌine͘	 It	 could	 help	 others	with	 ideas	 on	 running	
interesting	shoots͕	 it	could	tell	people	what	to	do	or	what	
not	to	do	on	a	bowhunt	͙	or	it	could	simplǇ	be	a	good	read	
Ĩor	someone	to	enũoǇ	on	a	laǌǇ	SundaǇ	aŌernoon͘

AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST 
AND STILL LEADING ARCHERY MAGAZINE

Jenel Hunt

REG U L AR CONTRIB U TORS
Out of the Box—Steve Clifton
Traditional Trails—Nick Lintern
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DEER  HUNT

MICHAEL LUXFORD

We’re going on a
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I couldn’t help but smile—the kind 
of smile that takes over your face 
when you feel that life really is 

good. The three of us held hands 
and kicked our way through the dry 
yellow grass. It was a picture from the 
kids’ book, “We’re going on a bear 
hunt”. The grass was swishy swashy 
swishy swashy.

This	 was	 the	 Įrst	 time	 mǇ	 two	
boys, Knox (8) and Angus (5), had been 
with me on a deer hunt. It was hardly 
going	 to	 be	 serious	 sambar	 hunting͘	
I thought as we walked along, “If a 
deer comes past, it will be the most 
unfortunate deer in Victoria!” I was 
really hoping the boys would get to 
eǆperience	 geƫng	 honŬed	 at	 bǇ	 a	
sambar. There really is nothing like it!

We found a spot to sit and wait 
among some logs just inside the 
treeline, overlooking a crop. I had 
made	 it	 prettǇ	 clear	 what	 waiting	
would be like. I told Knox and Angus 
we needed to whisper and keep talking 
to a minimum, explained they would 
get bored and we would be there 
about an hour. “Okay,” they replied 
and	we	 settled	 in͘	<noǆ	was	 instantlǇ	
bored. Angus entertained himself by 
tǇing	Ŭnots	in	grass	and	showed	oī	his	
eīorts	to	his	older	brother͘ 	<noǆ	ũoined	
in͕	and	theǇ	ƋuietlǇ	sat	practising	their	
new	 craŌ͕	 tongues	 wiggling	 in	 silent	
concentration͘	

I glassed the bush and along the 
clear edge … mostly I watched the 
boys. Even though it was the second of 
January, the high country at Benambra 
was	prettǇ	cold͘	I	slid	oǀer	to	a	nearbǇ	
log	to	get	a	diīerent	ǀiew͘	͞HeǇ	boǇs͘	
Be really quiet and crawl over here.” 
I	Ŭnew	 iĨ	 I	had	said͕	͞HeǇ͕ 	 I	can	see	a	

deer,” an excited ͞tH�Z�͍͟ would 
have been the reply. Like experienced 
stalkers, they snaked over to me. 
I pulled them in close, “Look out 
there͕	 can	 Ǉou	 see	 it͍͟	 I	 saw	 <noǆ s͛	
eǇes	 bulge͕	 ͞z�AH͊͟	 Angus	 saw	 it	 a	
second later. They pulled hard at my 
binos	so	theǇ	could	get	a	better	 looŬ͘	
“I can see its antlers,” said Knox. It 
wasn’t a sambar, but a fallow spiker. It 
didn͛t	matter	 to	 the	boǇs͘	 TheǇ	were	
impressed that we had gone deer 
hunting	and	seen	a	deer͘ 	 I	was	prettǇ	
impressed too! “Do you think I should 
trǇ	to	get	him͍͟	I	asŬed͘	A	ǀerǇ	eǆcited	
“Yeah!” was the reply. “We’ll wait 
here,” Knox said and they both ducked 
behind the log like they were in an air 
raid drill at a school, knees to chest 
and hands behind their heads, elbows 
protecting	their	Ĩaces	and	burǇing	into	
the ground like echidnas. I couldn’t 
help but laugh. Were the hell did they 
learn	that͍	͞zou	boǇs	are	right͕	sit	on	

DEER  HUNT

The boys found a silent game 
to play while they waited for a 

deer to appear.

Timberline Self-Guided
Sambar Hunts

Exclusive Bowhunting access to a prime sambar 
hunting location on private property in the 

Victorian high country

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Contact Russ (0427 501 527) or Steph (0427 669 914) 
or via email: russell.cornall@gmail.com
Also able to arrange a�ordably priced bowhunts for 
bu�alo. Excellent opportunities on bulls TC to 100DS. 
Taking bookings for 2017.
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the log and watch. I’ll sneak down the 
treeline then up through the grass. 
You should be able to see me most of 
the way.”

So	oī	I	went	on	a	most	uneǆpected	
stalk. 

The bush was horribly dry and 
crunchy. I cut though the trees and 
skirted deadfall. The spiker greedily 
fed, looking up back into the bush 
every now and then before gorging 
himself again. Between the treeline 
and the crop paddock fence lay a 
40-metre strip of dead man’s land. The 
spiker was over a slight rise. I could see 
the spiker’s back as he fed and had a 
clear view of his face when he looked 
up. I belly crawled to the crest, waited 
for him to look around then feed again. 

'oing on a hunt can someƟmes be a smelly business.

,aving a grandĨather ǁho hunts is cool͊

Kut ǁith �ad another day.
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I sat up and ranged him at 50m. I 
nocŬed	an	arrow͕	settled	the	pin͘	The	
red-lighted nock illuminated its deadly 
path and vanished behind the deer, 
reappearing when the young buck 
ŇicŬed	and	pranced	about͘	He	stopped	
and turned back around to look at the 
disturbance͘	 ͙͞	 and	 Ĩell	 down͍͟	 No͕	
he put his head back into the green 
crop	 and	 Ŭept	 Ĩeeding͘	 Now	 though͕	
he fed as he moved parallel to the 

fence directly away from me. I nocked 
another	arrow͕	using	the	tight	angle	oĨ	
the	Ĩenceposts	Ĩor	coǀer͕ 	moǀing	swiŌlǇ	
when	he	did͕	trǇing	to	anticipate	when	
he would look around again. It was cat 
and mouse as I inched closer. I drew 
when he turned broadside. Another 
red	 illuminated	 nocŬ	 leŌ	 no	 doubt	
where	the	arrow	connected͕	this	time	
tight	 behind	 the	 shoulder͘ 	 His	 dash	
didn’t make the fence. I walked over 

to him and was welcomed by a chorus 
of six honking sambar just inside the 
bushline. I called the boys down. They 
ran down stumbling and tripping, Knox 
proudly carrying my pack. “Did you see 
all	that͍͟	I	asŬed	them͘	

“Yeah! We saw everything!” Knox 
was buzzing. “We saw you miss too, 
Dad!” Angus just had to add. 

A	big	thanŬs	goes	to	Zussell	Cornall	
of Timberline Sambar hunts.

dhe uneǆpected deerͶa Ĩalloǁ spiŬer.

The writer of this story 
wins a threepack of 
TUSKER SPIRIT 
broadheads
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Wlease	note	that	National	Kĸcers	are	not	to	be	
contacted	with	Ƌuestions	that	should	go	through	
Ǉour	club͘	The	protocol	is͗	Member	speaŬs	to	rel-
eǀant	club	oĸcer͘ 	IĨ	the	club	oĸcer	cannot	answer	
the	ƋuerǇ	the	oĸcer	passes	it	to	the	Branch	repre-
sentatiǀe	who	then	contacts	the	releǀant	National	
Kĸcer	iĨ	reƋuired͘

NATIONAL OFFICERS
PRESIDENT ;ActingͿ
:eī	Bell	 Ϭ429	358	636
S�NIKZ	sIC�-WZ�SID�NT	;ActingͿ
MarŬ	Burrows	 ;Ϭ3Ϳ	5625	239Ϭ
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;sacantͿ
sIC�-WZ�SID�NT͕ 	FI�>D	;ActingͿ
Treǀor	WicŬett	 ;ϬϳͿ	3282	ϳϬϳ8
TREASURER 
Amanda	SŬinner	 Ϭ438	5ϳ3	ϳ92
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'arrǇ	Witt	 ;ϬϳͿ	4ϳ43	4131
ASSISTANT	NATIKNA>	M�AShZ�Z
TroǇ	Morris	 Ϭ41ϳ	949	542
NATIONAL SCORE RECORDER ;ActingͿ
Alan	Aǀent		 ;Ϭ2Ϳ	6296	1ϳ68
ASSISTANT	NATIKNA>	SCKZ�	Z�C͘	;ActingͿ
SallǇ-Ann	Mc'rigor	 	Ϭ4Ϭ2	Ϭϳ4	ϳ88
NATIKNA>	CKMMhNICATIKNS	KFFIC�Z
Bruce	<elleher	 Ϭ425	ϳ58	834
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ZaǇ	Morgan	 ;Ϭ3Ϳ	9ϳ43	5595
DIRECTOR OF COACHING  
Tom	Cornell	 ;Ϭ2Ϳ	6852	184ϳ

BOWHUNTING
DIVISION REPORT

bǇ	MarŬ	Burrows
;Acting	Senior	sice-WresidentͿ

Kn	 MaǇ	 19	 and	 2Ϭ͕	 the	
Bowhunting	 Diǀision	 conducted	
its	 Ĩour-ǇearlǇ	 reaccreditation	
and	 training	 courses	 Ĩor	 the	
Branch	 Bowhunting	 �ducation	
and	 Measuring	 Kĸcers͘	 The	
courses	 cannot	 be	 held	 without	
commitment	Ĩrom	a	lot	oĨ	people͘	I	
would	sincerelǇ	liŬe	to	thanŬ	all	the	
members	 Ĩrom	 each	 Branch	 who	

INCINC

Zeaccreditation

gaǀe	up	their	time	Ĩor	the	weeŬend	
and	will	 continue	 to	 giǀe	 oĨ	 their	
time	oǀer	the	neǆt	Ĩour	Ǉears͘	The	
ABA	 runs	 on	 ǀolunteers	 in	 this	
regard	 and	 the	 eīorts	 oĨ	 these	
people	cannot	be	oǀerstated͘	

ThanŬ	 Ǉou	 also	 to	 the	
presenters	 who	 continue	 to	 giǀe	
oĨ	 their	 timeͶ'arrǇ	 Witt͕	 ZaǇ	
Morgan͕	 TroǇ	 Morris	 and	 Zalph	

ARCHERY ACTION1Ϭ
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Ĩrom	other	Branches	and	Ĩorm	larger	
networŬs	 to	 enhance	 what	 we	 do͘	
As	 the	 Measurers	 Course	 is	 more	
hands	 on͕	 the	 participants	 haǀe	
the	 opportunitǇ	 to	 Įne-tune	 their	
practices	and	come	up	with	improǀed	
Ĩunctions	Ĩor	measuring͘	As	a	result͕	I	
am	sure	we	will	see	some	suggestions	
at	 this	 Ǉear s͛	 Bowhunting	 Technical	
Meeting	at	the	A'M͘	

For	 me	 personallǇ͕ 	 one	 oĨ	 the	
biggest	 things	 to	 come	 out	 oĨ	 this	
weeŬend	is	the	glaringlǇ	obǀious	need	
to	 completelǇ	 update	 and	 reǀamp	
our	 Bowhunting	 WroĮciencǇ	 SǇstem͕	
both	the	procedures	oĨ	doing	the	BWC	
and	 the	 manual͘	 The	 basic	 sǇstem	 is	
now	oǀer	 3Ϭ	 Ǉears	 old	 and	 it	 is	 eight	
Ǉears	since	the	manual	was	reǀamped͘	
Adǀancement	in	technologǇ	has	meant	

measuring	 instructors͘	 It	 was	 much	
appreciated	bǇ	all	in	attendance͘

The	 adǀantage	 oĨ	 this	 eǀent	 is	
twoĨold͘	Not	 onlǇ	 do	we	update	our	
eǆperience͕	 or	 in	 some	 cases	 learn	
new	 processes͕	 we	 also	 haǀe	 the	
abilitǇ	 to	 interact	 with	 members	
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Central	and	'reater	sictoria	 tendǇ	'allagher	 Ϭ429	959	4Ϭ2
South	Australia	 Brett	ZaǇmond	 Ϭ418	81Ϭ	598
testern	Australia	 <en	Neil	 Ϭ418	926	862	
Tasmania	ʹ	see	sictoria
TrophǇ	Bowhunters	oĨ	Australia	 Zalph	Boden	 ;Ϭ2Ϳ	4392	681Ϭ

Boden͘	 Special	 thanŬs	 also	 to	 DarrǇl	
Bulger	 who	 supplied	 manǇ	 eǆcellent	
and	ǀaried	deer	heads	Ĩor	the	members	
to	 measure͘	 As	 an	 ADA	 ;Australian	
Deer	 AssociationͿ	 measurer͕ 	 DarrǇl	
ǀolunteered	 his	 serǀices	 to	 help	
eǆpand	on	the	eǆperience	oĨ	our	own	

Ladies Best of Species
Boar	 <ristan	Bell	 34	4/8pt	 2Ϭ1ϳ

'oat	 <atherine	Agale	 12ϳ	1/8pt	 2Ϭ1Ϭ

Buīalo	 Christie	Wisani	 8ϳ	4/8pt	 2Ϭ1ϳ

Camel	 Christie	Wisani	 3Ϭ	ϳ/16pt	 2Ϭ14

Foǆ	 Helen	Duī	 1Ϭ	14/16pt	 2Ϭ16

Cat	 >orna	HopŬins	 ϳ	12/16pt	 1984

Zed	Deer	 Christie	Wisani	 268	3/8pt	 2Ϭ14

Fallow	Deer	 Margaret	Cowin	 15Ϭ	ϳ/8pt	 199ϳ

Chital	Deer	 >enǇ	Smith	 159	3/8pt	 2Ϭ1Ϭ

Hog	Deer	 �liǌabeth	Wroctor	 11pt	 2Ϭ1ϳ

Sambar	Deer	 Nil

Zusa	Deer	 �mma	:ohnson	 195	6/8pt	 2Ϭ16

SharŬ	BHFF	 >Ǉnda	Fell	 25	4/8pt	 2Ϭ16

SharŬ	BF	 >Ǉnda	Fell	 23	5/8pt	 2ϬϬϬ

StingraǇ	BHFF	 CarolǇn	Zundle	 9	ϳ/8pt	 198ϳ

StingraǇ	BF	 'leewǇn	Butson	 14	3/8pt	 1986

Summary of 
Australian Bowshot Records

Species Holder Australian Record  Trophy
  Record Class Class

Boar	 Michael	Dacre	 3ϳ	2/8	 29	 25
'oat	 :ames	FinlaǇ	 151	2/8	 11Ϭ	 95
Buīalo		 :ohn	>opes	 1Ϭ8	2/8	 86	4/8	 8Ϭ
Camel	 <imberleǇ	Nicholas	 32	6/16	 29	 25
Foǆ	 'raeme	Duī	 11	 1Ϭ	2/16	 9	3/16
Cat	 Tim	Witt->ancaster	 8	5/16	 ϳ	1Ϭ/16	 ϳ
Zed	Deer	 Dan	Smith	 315	3/8	 2ϬϬ	 1ϳ5
Fallow	Deer	 DarrǇl	Bulger	 2ϳ6	4/8	 19Ϭ		 15Ϭ
Chital	Deer	 Dan	Smith	 2Ϭ4	 16Ϭ		 14Ϭ
Hog	Deer	 Stephen	TilleǇ	 111	ϳ/8	 ϳϬ	 55
Sambar	Deer	 Dean	Scott	 2Ϭ3	5/8	 162	ϳ/8	 14Ϭ
Zusa	Deer	 :aǇ	:anssen	 236	 1ϳϬ	 15Ϭ	
SharŬ	BHFF	 BarrǇ	FeeneǇ	 35	2/8	 28	 	15
SharŬ	BF	 :ohn	san	Den	Heuǀel	 51	6/8	 41	4/8	 	15
StingraǇ	BHFF	 BarrǇ	FeeneǇ	 11	3/8	 9	1/8	 	6
StingraǇ	BF	 'leewǇn	Butson	 14	3/8	 11	4/8	 	1Ϭ

WarƟcipants and presenters at the re-accreditaƟon ǁeeŬend.

Kne oĨ the sessions. dhe lecture ͙ ͙ and the hands-on eǆperience.



In	 mǇ	 opinion	 this	 is	 the	 most	
prestigious	 award	 that	 TrophǇ	
Bowhunters	 Australia	 can	 giǀe	 out͘	
Not	enough	recognition	is	giǀen	to	the	
winner	oĨ	 this	award͘	The	bowhunter	
who	 wins	 this	 award	 must	 be	 highlǇ	
committed	to	the	cause	Ĩor	the	whole	
Ǉear͘ 	 The	 criteria	 are	 huge͘	 FirstlǇ	
the	 hunter	 must	 achieǀe	 Master	
Bowhunter	 StatusͶan	 achieǀement	
in	itselĨͶthen	haǀe	as	manǇ	diīerent	
species	as	possible	at	TrophǇ	Class	leǀel	
or	better͘ 	Marc	Curtis	was	the	winner	
last	Ǉear	with	seǀen	species	at	TC	leǀel	
or	better͘ 	 This	has	been	 the	 standard	
eǀerǇ	Ǉear	since	the	awards	inception͘		
Congratulations	 again	 to	Marc	͙	 and	
all	who	haǀe	won	it	in	preǀious	Ǉears͘

hundred	 percent	 conĮdent	 with	 all	
the	 details	 but	 I	 am	 prettǇ	 sure	 we	
got	most	 things	 right	 ;I	 am	 aware	 oĨ	
a	couple	oĨ	dramas͕	but	we	are	Įǆing	
them͕	sorrǇ	'raeme	and	ZohanͿ͘	IĨ	Ǉou	
thinŬ	 Ǉou	 should	haǀe	 got	 something	
Ǉou	didn͛t	then	please	contact	me	and	
I	will	endeaǀour	 to	haǀe	 the	problem	
rectiĮed͘

Kur	 new	 oĸce	 manager	 <errǇ	 is	
doing	an	eǆcellent	 ũob	and	 is	 right	on	
top	 oĨ	 eǀerǇthing͖	 she	 has	 alreadǇ	
introduced	a	couple	oĨ	procedures	that	
should	alleǀiate	 last-minute	problems	
at	the	end	oĨ	the	Ǉear͘ 	All	Branch	Field	
Zeps	 will	 receiǀe	 a	 three-monthlǇ	
report	on	game	claims	Ĩor	that	period͘	
A	 doublechecŬ	 can	 then	 be	made	 on	
claims	that	haǀe	been	Ĩorwarded͘	BWC	
oĸcers	will	also	get	a	similar	report͘	
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the	 old	 sǇstem	 is	 geƫng	 leŌ	 behind͘	
Don͛t	 get	 me	 wrong͖	 the	 current	
sǇstem	has	serǀed	us	eǆceedinglǇ	well	
and	those	who	introduced	it	all	those	
Ǉears	 ago	 are	 to	 be	 congratulated	
Ĩor	 their	 ǀision	 and	 Ĩorethought͘	
NSt͕	 sictoria	 and	 tA	 'oǀernment	
departments	 haǀe	 used	 the	 basis	 oĨ	
our	sǇstem	manǇ	times͘	

As	 sice-Wresident	 Bowhunting͕	
dealing	with	antagonists	to	our	sport͕	
I	 haǀe	 used	 the	 BWC	 manual	 and	
our	 BWC	 sǇstem	 to	 promote	 the	 Ĩact	
that	 we	 are	 selĨ	 goǀerning	 and	 taŬe	
pride	 in	 the	 Ĩact	 that	 we	 encourage	
responsible	 bowhunting	 at	 all	 times͘	
The	BWC	sǇstem	is	ǀerǇ	important	to	us	
and	must	staǇ͕ 	but	it	can	deĮnitelǇ	be	
improǀed͘	

Some	 oĨ	 the	 eǆperienced	 BWC	
oĸcers	 came	 to	 this	 reaccreditation	
with	those	thoughts	in	mind͕	so	it	was	
an	 opportunitǇ	 to	 use	 the	 weeŬend	
to	discuss	what	the	Ĩuture	could	hold	
Ĩor	 the	whole	BWC	Wrogram͘	The	new	
oĸcers	 had	 the	 chance	 to	worŬ	with	
the	eǆperienced	oĸcers	and	picŬ	their	
brains	on	the	best	waǇ	oĨ	doing	things	
and	to	help	with	 ideas	Ĩor	the	Ĩuture͘		
I	thinŬ	there	are	deĮnitelǇ	some	good	
ideas	in	the	pipeline͘	

BǇ	now	all	the	Bowhunting	Awards	
should	 haǀe	 been	 well	 and	 trulǇ	
receiǀed	 bǇ	 those	 I	 thought	 should	
haǀe	 obtained	 them͘	 Congratulations	
to	all	who	collected	awards	and	thanŬs	
also	Ĩor	Ǉour	continued	support	oĨ	the	
ABA	bowhunting	claims	sǇstem͘	

This	 Ǉear	was	 the	 Įrst	 time	 I	 had	
correlated	 the	 Bowhunting	 Awards	
mǇselĨ͘ 	In	the	past	I	haǀe	relied	heaǀilǇ	
on	 �ric	 Creighton	 and	 would	 liŬe	 to	
taŬe	 this	 opportunitǇ	 to	 thanŬ	 him	
Ĩor	 all	 that	 he	 has	 done	 Ĩor	 the	 ABA	
oǀer	 manǇ	 Ǉears͘	 As	 Ǉou	 should	 be	
aware	bǇ	now͕	�ric	has	retired	and	as	
oĨ	 the	start	oĨ	 this	Ǉear	we	haǀe	new	
staī	in	the	oĸce͘	None	oĨ	us	was	one	

Bowhunting	Awards
TBA	Bowhunter	oĨ	the	zear

T/C	and	upward	and/or 
First	<ill/Species

GAME
CLAIMED

Bnch/Hunter	 Club	 'ame	 Award	F</F<KS	 Siǌe

B	 'raham	teinert	 FNY	Bowmen	 Foǆ	 TC	 F<KS	 9	ϳ/16
B	 'raham	McComisŬie	 Twin	Ziǀers	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	8/16
C	 Scott	Hannah	 Capricorn	Field	Archers	 Zabbit	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
C	 Daǀid	Brewer	 �merald	ArcherǇ	Club	 'oat	 ZC	 	 11ϳ	3/8
C	 Mitchell	Brewer	 �merald	ArcherǇ	Club	 'oat	 ZC	 	 121	6/8
C	 NicŬ	MoloneǇ	 �merald	ArcherǇ	Club	 'oat	 ZC	 	 126	1/8
C	 Sam	MoloneǇ	 �merald	ArcherǇ	Club	 'oat	 TC	 	 1ϬϬ	1/8
C	 Waul	tithers	 Moranbah	Bowhunters	Θ	FA	 Chital	 ZC	 	 1ϳ2	6/8
C	 Zebecca	DarbǇ	 Saǆon	ArcherǇ	Club	 'oat	 'A	 F</F<KS	 Ϭ
D	 Alan	Zobertson	 'range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 ZC	 	 22Ϭ	2/8
D	 Drew	�dwards	 'range	Bowmen	 Foǆ	 TC	 F<KS	 1Ϭ	4/16
D	 Drew	�dwards	 'range	Bowmen	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16	
D	 'raham	Newell	 'range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 TC	 	 189	5/8
D	 'raham	Newell	 'range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 ZC	 	 2Ϭ9	6/8
D	 Thomas	HooŬer	 Independent	 Zed	 ZC	 F</F<KS	 2Ϭ5
D	 TroǇ	tard	 >aŬeside	Bowmen	 'oat	 'A	 F</F<KS	 Ϭ
D	 TroǇ	tard	 >aŬeside	Bowmen	 Fallow	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
D	 DarrǇl	Bulger	 WaciĮc	Bowmen	 Fallow	 ZC	 	 212	ϳ/8
D	 Beǀan	BlacŬlocŬ	 Zenegade	Bowmen	 Fallow	 ZC	 F<KS	 191	4/8
D	 Beǀan	BlacŬlocŬ	 Zenegade	Bowmen	 'oat	 ZC	 	 115	1/8
D	 Damien	Norris	 Zenegade	Bowmen	 'oat	 TC	 F</F<KS	 1Ϭϳ
D	 Weter	Zobinson	 Zenegade	Bowmen	 'oat	 TC	 	 1ϬϬ	6/8
D	tade	BǇgraǀe	 Zenegade	Bowmen	 Fallow	 ZC	 F<KS	 2Ϭ3	ϳ/8
�	 'arǇ	>ander	 Central	Coast	Moonterra	 Scaled	Fish	'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	 ϳ



�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 ZC	 	 1Ϭ	1Ϭ/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	8/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	13/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	6/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	ϳ/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	13/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
�	 'raeme	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	ϳ/16	
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	13/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	3/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	8/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	11/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	13/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	9/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	5/16
�	 Helen	Duī	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
F	 Dan	WodubinsŬi	 Independent	 Camel	 TC	 F<KS	 28	11/16
F	 Dan	WodubinsŬi	 Independent	 Camel	 ZC	 	 3Ϭ	1/16
F	 Dan	WodubinsŬi	 Independent	 Camel	 TC	 	 31	8/16
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 ZC	 	 11Ϭ	2/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 ZC	 	 112	2/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 ZC	 	 111	5/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 TC	 	 1Ϭ5	4/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 ZC	 	 124
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 TC	 	 1Ϭϳ	1/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 'oat	 TC	 	 99	2/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 Wig	 TC	 	 26	4/8
F	 >uŬe	Sampson	 tagga	tagga	Field	Archers	 Cat	 ZC	 	 ϳ	12/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	9/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 ZC	 	 1Ϭ	3/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	4/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	5/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
'	Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 ZC	 	 1Ϭ	3/16
'	DǇlan	TaǇlor	 Macalister	TrophǇ	Bowhunters	 Sambar	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
H	 �liǌabeth	Wroctor	 test	'ippsland	Field	Archers	 Fallow	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
H	 �liǌabeth	Wroctor	 test	'ippsland	Field	Archers	 Sambar	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	 ϳ
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 1Ϭ
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	5/16
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	5/16
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	15/16
:	 >uŬe	Hebb	 Weel	Archers	 Foǆ	 ZC	 	 1Ϭ	2/16
:	 YuineŬa	WarŬer	 Weel	Archers	 Scaled	Fish	'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 Brett	Thomas	 tA	Įeld	Θ	Bowhunters	 Cat	 'A	 F</F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 Brett	Thomas	 tA	Įeld	Θ	Bowhunters	 'oat	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 Brett	Thomas	 tA	Įeld	Θ	Bowhunters	 Foǆ	 TC	 F<KS	 9	4/16
:	 Angus	Kĸcer	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Fallow	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 Angus	Kĸcer	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 'oat	 'A	 F<KS	 Ϭ
:	 CherǇl	Morris	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Hog	Deer	 TC	 F<KS	 6Ϭ	5/8
:	 Doug	Bourman	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 StingraǇ	 TC	 	 ϳ	3/8
:	 Doug	Bourman	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 StingraǇ	 TC	 	 ϳ	4/8
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:	 Doug	Bourman	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 StingraǇ	 TC	 	 6	2/8
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Cat	 ZC	 F<KS	 ϳ	13/16
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 1Ϭ	1/16
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	ϳ/16
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	9/16
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	1Ϭ/16
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	 ϳ
:	 :oshua	BalsleǇ	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	6/16
:	 >loǇd	Scott	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	6/16
:	 >loǇd	Scott	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 ZC	 	 1Ϭ	ϳ/16
:	 >loǇd	Scott	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 Foǆ	 TC	 	 9	12/16
:	 TroǇ	Morris	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 SharŬ	 TC	 	 16
:	 TroǇ	Morris	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 StingraǇ	 TC	 	 6	2/8
:	 TroǇ	Morris	 testern	Wlains	Archers	 StingraǇ	 TC	 	 6
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Submit your story and 
photos to the Gold Pen Award 

competition until the end of June 
2018 and be in the running to win a 
red deer hunt with Trophy Bowhunts 
Australia valued at $2000 and a gold 
pen as well as the writer’s fee you receive 
when your story is used.

Send your entries to  
Archery Action Gold Pen Writers’ 
Award,  PO Box 638, Stanthorpe, 
Qld 4380 or email
editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
Subject: Gold Pen Award entry

All hunting stories are automatically 
entered in this competition

 Introducing 
NEW TBA MEMBER

Jennifer Vanderburg
there do you live͍

I	 liǀe	near	Zichmond	NSt	in	a	small	countrǇ	town	called	'lossodia͘	There	
were	a	number	oĨ	deer	Ĩarms	located	throughout	the	HawŬesburǇ	area͕	but	most	
oĨ	the	deer	Ĩarms	no	longer	eǆist͘	There	is	the	occasional	sighting	oĨ	deer	in	the	
local	area͘	

that club do you belong to and hoǁ long have you been a member oĨ your club 
and the A�A͍

I	haǀe	been	a	member	oĨ	the	ABA	Ĩor	approǆimatelǇ	Ĩour	Ǉears͘	I	liǀe	between	
two	 archerǇ	 club	 so	 I	 became	 a	member	 oĨ	 both	 clubsͶCampbelltown	 Field	
Archers	and	>ithgow	salleǇ	Archers͘

�o you hold any posiƟons in the club͍
I	do	the	membership/ũoining	Ĩee	Ĩor	new	and	old	members	Ĩor	Campbelltown	

Field	Archers͘

that is your choice oĨ eƋuipment ;compound, tradiƟonal etcͿ͍
AŌer	starting	with	the	Bear	Finness	4Ϭlb	I	ƋuicŬlǇ	upgraded	to	the	ypedition	

range	 aŌer	 talŬing	 to	 Adam	 at	 Ten	 �one	ArcherǇ͘	 I	 hunt	with	 the	 ypedition	
ycursion	and	Ĩor	Target	I	shoot	ypedtion	ycentric͖	both	in	6-inch	brace	height	
58lb͘
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�owhunting
achievements
to	MaǇ	31͕	2Ϭ18

Master Bowhunter
TǇler	AtŬinson		 	 42Ϭ
'raeme	Duī	 	 4ϬϬ
Helen	Duī	 	 39Ϭ

Trophy Bowhunter Award
>uŬe	Sampson	 	 28Ϭ
Daǀid	>uǆĨord	 	 21Ϭ

Bowhunter Award
>uŬe	Hebb	 	 19Ϭ
�lissa	Zosemond	 	 12Ϭ

Bowhunter Royale
�lissa	Zosemond
Dan	WodubinsŬi

Bowhunter Imperial
:oshua	BalsleǇ
Beǀan	BlacŬlocŬ
>uŬe	Hebb
>uŬe	Sampson
Waul	tithers

Bowhunter Supreme
Nil	Ĩurther	since	last	report

Senior Member of TBA
Dan	WodubinsŬi

Demďers �dmitted to d�� 
�luď ;memďership granted 
aŌer taŬing Įrst drophy �lass or 
ďetter animalͿ
Mitchell	Brewer
Drew	�dwards
Thomas	HooŬer
Samuel	MoloneǇ
Damien	Norris
Brett	Thomas

,oǁ oŌen do you go hunƟng and ǁhat is your preĨerred game to hunt͍
AŌer	two	Ǉears	oĨ	Įeld	archerǇ͕ 	mǇ	husband	and	 I	decided	to	giǀe	hunting	

a	go͘	te	 ũumped	straight	 into	the	deep	end	and	did	a	 Ĩallow	deer	hunt͘	 I	was	
successĨul	in	harǀesting	mǇ	Įrst	Ĩallow	doe	and	haǀe	been	hooŬed	eǀer	since͘	I	
trǇ	to	hunt	at	least	once	a	month͕	we	normallǇ	target	goats	and	pigs	but	preĨer	to	
hunt	Ĩallow	during	the	rut͘

�o you have any boǁhunƟng goals that you ǁould liŬe to achieve͍
I	 am	Ŭeen	 to	add	 to	mǇ	deer	 species	 and	haǀe	 lined	up	a	 chital	 hunt	neǆt	

FebruarǇ͘	MǇ	dream	is	to	be	able	to	hunt	hog	deer	as	I	Įnd	them	intriguing	and	
will	be	entering	the	Hog	Deer	Ballot	this	Ǉear͘

�id you Ŭnoǁ much about d�A beĨore this͍
KnlǇ	Ĩrom	the	Archery AcƟon	magaǌine͘

dhe d�A �ommittee congratulates you on your achievement, JenniĨer.
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National   Safari

The	 2Ϭ18	 National	 ABA	 SaĨari͕	
National	3D	Championships	and	
National	 IFAA	 Championships	

were	held	at	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters͕	
Alice	 Springs͘	 The	 ABA	 rounds	 were	
held	 on	 'ood	 FridaǇ	 and	 SaturdaǇ͕ 	
the	3D	competition	was	held	on	Sun-
daǇ	and	�aster	MondaǇ͘	 TuesdaǇ	was	
a	rest	daǇ	and	the	IFAA	championships	
were	 held	 Ĩrom	 tednesdaǇ	 to	 Sun-
daǇ͘	 Those	 who	 shot	 eǀerǇthing	 par-

Report by
ABA Vice-President Field (Acting)

TREVOR PICKETT
Photos by

KERRY CHANDLER



   

ARCHERY ACTION 1ϳ

National   Safari
DEAD CENTRE BOWHUNTERS
ALICE SPRINGS

2018

ticipated	in	nine	daǇs	oĨ	competition͕	a	
marathon	eīort	shooting	in	35-degree	
heat͕	 continuouslǇ	 battling	 the	 eǀer	
present	Ňies͘

Despite	the	conditions͕	good	scores	
were	shot	Ĩor	all	eǀents͕	records	were	
broŬen	 and	 the	 leǀel	 oĨ	 competition	
was	 high͕	 ũust	 as	 we	 haǀe	 come	 to	
eǆpect	at	a	national	championship͘	

In	 the	 ABA	 Championships	 :ohn	
Hester	tooŬ	out	the	Men s͛	Bowhunter	

hnlimited	Australian	 Champion	 patch	
bǇ	 two	 points͘	 Dion	toodborne	 was	
a	ǀerǇ	close	second͘	'erard	Miles	won	
Men s͛	 FreestǇle	hnlimited	 shooting	 a	
perĨect	4ϬϬ	in	the	second	three-arrow	
round͘	 Brett	 ZaǇmond	 won	 Men s͛	
Bowhunter	Compound͕	with	AlǀǇn	Bell	
second	and	Brian	TaǇlor	third͘

At	 the	 presentations	 the	 winners	
oĨ	 the	 zouth	 triting	 Competition	
were	 announced	 and	 some	 were	

present	 to	 hear	 their	 names	 called͘	
Congratulations	to	all	those	winners͘	

The	 3D	 championships	 were	
as	 hotlǇ	 contested	 as	 the	 ABA	
championships͘	The	Men s͛	Bowhunter	
hnlimited	 A	 'rade	 diǀision	 was	 won	
bǇ	Damien	Krmiston	with	:ohn	Mc<aǇ	
second	and	MarŬ	Burrows	third͘	:ohn	
shot	 the	 Įrst	 perĨect	 one-arrow	 3D	
round	 ;4ϬϬ	 scoreͿ	 under	 the	 new	
3D	 Ĩormat	 rules͘	 This	 is	 an	 eǆcellent	
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eīort͘	:ocŬ	Thompson	won	the	Men s͛	
FreestǇle	hnlimited	diǀision	Ĩrom	Brad	
Stephan	 and	 Mitchell	 <ing͘	 In	 the	
Men s͛	 Bowhunter	 A	 'rade	 diǀision	
Brett	ZaǇmond	again	 came	Įrst͕	with	
AlǀǇn	 Bell	 second	 and	 Weter	 :udge	
third͘	 During	 the	 3D	 presentations͕	
the	winner	 oĨ	 the	 trip	 to	 the	NorĨolŬ	
Island	 3D	 competition	 was	 drawn͘	
Congratulations	 to	 Hugo	 >obb	 who	 I	
Ŭnow	will	enũoǇ	the	trip͘

The	 National	 IFAA	 championships	
were	a	gruelling	Įǀe	daǇs	oĨ	shooting	
and	 a	 particular	 mention	 should	 be	
made	oĨ	the	group	oĨ	cub	girls	who	shot	
eǆcellent	 scores	 and	 demonstrated	
repeatedlǇ	that	archerǇ	is	Ĩun͘	I	should	
also	 mention	 the	 ǀolunteer	 minders	
who	 looŬed	 aŌer	 the	 girls͗	 SallǇ-Ann͕	
Donna͕	>eanne	and	CherǇl-Anne	all	did	
an	eǆcellent	ũob͘	

Donna	Krmiston	tooŬ	out	the	>adies	
Bowhunter	 hnlimited	 diǀision͕	 :oanne	
Bogie	 won	 the	 >adies͛	 Bowhunter	
>imited	diǀision	;breaŬing	seǀeral	oĨ	her	

own	 Australian	 recordsͿ	 and	 Zebecca	
DarbǇ	 won	 the	 >adies͛	 FreestǇle	
hnlimited	 diǀision͘	 In	 the	 Men s͛	
Bowhunter	 Compound	 diǀision͕	 AlǀǇn	
Bell	tooŬ	Įrst	place	with	Brett	ZaǇmond	
second	and	Weter	:udge	third͘

Branch	 teams	 were	 submitted	
Ĩor	 all	 three	 championships	 and	
teams	Ĩrom	seǀen	oĨ	the	1Ϭ	Branches	
competed͘	 The	 Branch	 D	 adult	 team	
had	 a	 resounding	 ǀictorǇ͕ 	 clean-
sweeping	 all	 three	 eǀents͘	 Northern	
New	 South	 tales	 Branch	 deĨeated	
Central	 Yueensland	 Branch	 in	 the	
:unior	ABA	Teams	competition͘

The	Aǆe	and	<niĨe	competition	was	
also	ĨairlǇ	well	contested͘	;Zesults	were	
listed	 in	 the	preǀious	 issue	oĨ	ArcherǇ	
Action͘Ϳ

An	 eǀent	 liŬe	 this	 is	 a	 combined	
eīort	and	I	need	to	thanŬ	some	people͘	
I͛d	 liŬe	 to	 thanŬ	 Ian͕	 tallǇ͕ 	 ShirleǇ͕ 	
Zoss	 and	 the	 rest	 oĨ	 the	 Dead	 Centre	
Bowhunters	 club	 members	 Ĩor	 all	 oĨ	
their	eīorts͘	The	club s͛	bacon-and-egg	

rolls	and	coīee	were	a	ǀerǇ	important	
part	oĨ	mǇ	daǇ͘	The	club	onlǇ	has	a	small	
core	 group	 oĨ	worŬers	 and	 theǇ	 did	 a	
great	ũob͘	I͛d	liŬe	to	acŬnowledge	TanǇa	
Ĩrom	 SubwaǇ	Mt	 'illen	who	 proǀided	
lunches	 eǀerǇ	 daǇ	 oĨ	 competition	
eǀen	though	some	daǇs	she	was	 lucŬǇ	
to	 breaŬ	 eǀen͘	 I͛d	 liŬe	 to	 thanŬ	 the	
National	 �ǆecutiǀe	 Ĩor	 all	 their	 help	
leading	 up	 to	 and	 during	 the	 eǀent͘	
TheǇ	 made	 mǇ	 ũob	 as	 Shoot	 Director	
so	much	easier͘ 	The	National	�ǆecutiǀe	
has	 gone	 through	 some	 changes	 this	
Ǉear͕ 	manǇ	oĨ	us	are	new	to	our	roles͕	
Ǉet	 I	 thinŬ	we	bonded	as	a	group	and	
were	 able	 to	 conĮdentlǇ	 resolǀe	 the	
problems	 we	 encountered͘	 FinallǇ	 I͛d	
liŬe	to	thanŬ	all	oĨ	the	archers	and	their	
Ĩamilies	who	 traǀelled	 to	Alice	Springs	
to	maŬe	2Ϭ18	a	successĨul	SaĨari͘	I	thinŬ	
we	had	competitors	Ĩrom	eǀerǇ	Branch	
in	Australia͖	an	outstanding	eīort͘

I͛d	 liŬe	to	 leaǀe	Ǉou	with	one	Įnal	
thought͘	 AnǇ	 archerǇ	 shoot	 where	
people	haǀe	to	traǀel	great	distances	to	

check stroke on first couple of words on this page
and last couple of words previous page after spellchecking
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compete	 will	 alwaǇs	 generate	 stories	
that	will	be	told	around	campĮres	Ĩor	
Ǉears	 to	 come͘	 This	 National	 SaĨari	
was	no	diīerent͘	The	drama	with	the	
hire	 trucŬ͕	 :ason s͛	 encounter	 with	 a	
cow͕	 ZǇan s͛	 Blowtech͕	 SallǇ s͛	 termite	
mound͕	Zuth	and	Thor s͛	toilet	cleaning	
prowess	 and	 :ohn s͛	 ŇǇ-ingesting	 top	
score	 all	 immediatelǇ	 spring	 to	mind͕	
but	mǇ	Ĩaǀourite	storǇ	Ĩrom	this	shoot	
will	alwaǇs	be	the	Ĩollowing	one͗

�arlǇ	 in	 the	 competition	 a	 Ǉoung	
man	 and	 his	 uncle	 droǀe	 up	 to	 the	
archerǇ	club͘	TheǇ	came	and	spoŬe	to	
me	 and	 told	me	 that	 the	 Ǉoung	man	
was	 in	 the	 Įnal	 stages	 oĨ	 pancreatic	
cancer	and	 that	he	was	 traǀelling	 the	
countrǇ	 trǇing	 to	 complete	 a	 bucŬet	
list	 oĨ	 things	 he	 had	 alwaǇs	 wanted	
to	do͘	ArcherǇ	was	on	the	 list	and	he	
had	come	to	the	club	to	Įnd	out	iĨ	he	
could	 haǀe	 a	 go͘	 I	 told	 him	 that	 our	
national	 competition	 was	 currentlǇ	
under	waǇ	but	 iĨ	 he	wanted	 to	 come	
bacŬ	that	aŌernoon	we	could	arrange	
something͘	 I	 spoŬe	 to	 Tom͕	 our	
National	 Director	 oĨ	 Coaching	 about	
superǀising	 the	 session͘	 He	 said	 that	
unĨortunatelǇ	he	had	to	go	 into	town	
to	 sort	 out	 the	 issues	 with	 the	 hire	
trucŬ͕	 he͛d	 trǇ	 to	 get	 bacŬ	 in	 time͕	
and	 suggested	 I	 talŬ	 to	 >indsaǇ	 zuile	
;Branch	 B	 coachͿ	 to	 see	 iĨ	 he	 could	
assist͘	>indsaǇ	readilǇ	agreed	and	Dead	
Centre	Bowhunters	 gaǀe	us	 access	 to	
their	club	bows	and	arrows͘	then	the	

man	 and	 his	 uncle	 returned͕	 >indsaǇ	
helped	him	select	a	recurǀe	and	some	
arrows	and	we	wandered	down	to	the	
practice	butts͘	Kǀer	 the	 neǆt	 hour	 or	
so	 I	 watched	 >indsaǇ	 transĨorm	 this	
Ǉoung	 man	 Ĩrom	 a	 complete	 noǀice	
who	 struggled	 and	 shooŬ	 ũust	 pulling	
bacŬ	 a	 recurǀe	 to	 a	 conĮdent	 archer	
who	 could	 draw͕	 anchor͕ 	 release	 and	
hit	a	target͘	 I͛ll	neǀer	Ĩorget	the	smile	
on	the	Ǉoung	man s͛	Ĩace	while	he	was	
concentrating	on	shooting	a	bow	and	
Ĩorgeƫng	about	his	 illness͘	AŌer	he͛d	
Įnished	 shooting	 he	 thanŬed	 >indsaǇ	

and	 me	 Ĩor	 leƫng	 him	 trǇ	 archerǇ	
eǀen	though	our	national	competition	
was	 going	 on͘	 te	 told	 him	 that	 he	
was	ǀerǇ	welcome	and	presented	him	
and	 his	 uncle	 with	 an	 ABA	 cap	 each	
to	 remember	 us	 bǇ͘	 te	 wished	 him	
well	 and	 he	 and	 his	 uncle	 droǀe	 oī	
to	their	neǆt	adǀenture͘	It	was	ũust	bǇ	
chance	 that	 theǇ	 happened	 to	 come	
to	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters	when	the	
SaĨari	was	on͕	but	 I	Ŭnow	that	 iĨ	 theǇ	
had	 arriǀed	 at	 anǇ	 other	 ABA	 club	 in	
Australia͕	 theǇ	 wouldn͛t	 haǀe	 been	
turned	awaǇ͘

Isn͛t	this	a	gorgeous	photo͍	It	was	taŬen	bǇ	one	oĨ	the	participants	oĨ	the	National	
SaĨari	at	Alice	Springs͘	 It	did͕	howeǀer͕ 	come	at	a	cost͘	Kn	a	sightseeing	tour	to	
<ings	CanǇon͕	a	cow	was	sadlǇ	in	the	wrong	place	at	the	wrong	time͘	The	traǀellers	
were	prettǇ	much	in	the	middle	oĨ	nowhere	and	the	4tD͕	which	was	the	apple	oĨ	
hubbǇ s͛	eǇe͕	did	not	Ĩare	well	Ĩrom	the	chance	meeting͘	The	insurance	companǇ	
came	good	with	a	HǇundai	i3Ϭ	to	get	them	to	Alice	Springs	and	the	National	SaĨari	
so	theǇ	ǀaliantlǇ	stuīed	the	contents	oĨ	the	4tD	into	it͘	The	Ĩront	seat	passenger	
had	a	batterǇ	Ĩor	a	Ĩootrest͕	but	all	the	same	Ŭnees	bǇ	the	ears	seemed	better	than	
haǀing	to	walŬ͊	And	because	the	accident	happened	so	Ĩar	awaǇ	Ĩrom	a	main	centre	
it	was	ǀirtuallǇ	impossible͕	and	much	too	eǆpensiǀe͕	to	bring	the	ǀehicle	home	to	
be	Įǆed͘	And	while	 this	 little	 storǇ	doesn͛t	 haǀe	 the	usual	 humour	 attached͕	 it	
came	to	me	that	in	this	instance	the	cow	had	the	last	word͘	Kr	maǇbe	it	was	the	
husband͘	And	maǇbe	it	was	a	word	I	shouldn͛t	repeat	here͘	

The Last Word
a t  Safari
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How	 can	 one	 describe	 such	
an	 awesome	 eǆperience	 in	 a	
short	storǇ͍

The	 eǆcitement	 started	 Ĩrom	 the	
ǀerǇ	 beginning	 when	 the	 decision	
was	made	to	attend	the	SaĨari͘	Haǀing	
heard	Ĩrom	Ĩormer	participants	that	it	
was	a	͚haǀe-to͕	must-do͛	at	least	once͕	
mǇ	 curiositǇ	 was	 ticŬled	 eǀen	 more͘	
tith	 the	 pre-nominations	 sent	 and	
paid	 Ĩor	 it	 was	 onward	 and	 upward	
with	 Ňight	 booŬings͕	 accommodation	
and	transport	to	organise͘	AŌer	using	
a	 traǀel	 guide	 to	 get	 ticŬets	 sorted͕	
accommodation	 was	 helped	 along	
bǇ	 Ĩriends	 CherǇlanne	 and	 :osh	 and	
we	 booŬed	 into	 a	 bacŬpacŬer	 hostel͘	
CherǇlanne	 booŬed	 the	 transport	 so	
eǀerǇthing	was	readǇ	Ĩor	the	trip͘	Neǆt	
to	 sort	 was	 the	 worŬ	 enǀironment͘	
This	was	 all	 done	months	 in	 adǀance	
so	it	was	a	long	wait͘	

then	it	came	time	to	checŬ	about	
luggage͕	 I	 Ĩound	 that	 the	 baggage	
weight	criteria	to	be	an	issue͘	As	it	was	
going	 to	 be	mǇ	Įrst	 time	attending	 a	
competition	 so	 Ĩar	 awaǇ͕ 	 mǇ	 mind	
boggled	oǀer	what	to	taŬe͕	what	would		
Įt͕	 and	 iĨ	 I	 reallǇ	 needed	 it͘	 Wlus͕	mǇ	
head	 was	 spinning	 Ĩrom	 so	 much	
adǀice	Ĩrom	diīerent	directions͘	

But	at	 last	 I	got	mǇ	priorities	right	
and	 realised	 mǇ	 bow s͛	 hard	 case	
wouldn͛t	 Įt	 all	 I	 wanted	 to	 taŬe	 so	
another	case	was	reƋuired͘	I	was	lucŬǇ	
to	 Įnd	 a	 second-hand	 Fiǀics	 case	 ;I	
would	 haǀe	 paid	 Ĩull	 price	 Ĩor	 a	 new	
one	because	oĨ	the	remarŬable	space	
and	 saĨetǇ	 Ĩor	 the	 main	 centrepiece͕	
the	bowͿ͘	It	was	so	well	set	out	that	all	
the	accessories	and	eǀen	some	clothes	
Įtted	as	well͖	an	awesome	case͘	I	also	

:ohn	͚Johnboy talton’	Hester	proǀides	͙

A trip to  

ALICE  

had	 a	 carrǇ-on	 Ĩor	 more	 clothes	 and	
toiletries͘

Doing	mǇ	 last	 checŬ͕	 I	 realised	 I͛d	
been	 booŬed	 Ĩor	 hluru͊	 So	 I	 had	 to	
re-booŬ	another	Ňight	one	weeŬ	beĨore	
the	SaĨari͘	Haǀing	sorted	eǀerǇthing͕	I	
was	 up	 earlǇ	 Ĩor	 the	 train	 trip	 to	 the	
airport͕	which	was	interesting	as	it	had	
been	Ƌuite	a	 Ĩew	Ǉears	since	 I͛d	been	
on	 public	 transport͘	 At	 the	 airport͕	
it	 tooŬ	 three	 tries	 to	 get	 through	 the	
securitǇ	checŬ	;damned	metal͊Ϳ	but	it	
ended	up	being	oŬaǇ͘	thile	waiting͕	I	
saw	 a	 Ĩew	 shadǇ	 characters	 lingering	
around	the	Ňight	decŬ͘	I	could	tell	theǇ	
were	outward	bound	Ĩor	Alice	as	well͘	

>anding	 in	 Alice	 was	 Ƌuite	 a	
surprise͕	 as	 I	 had	 neǀer	 ǀentured	
there͘	 It	 was	 eerilǇ	 Ƌuaint͕	 and	 Ǉes͕	
those	 shadǇ	 characters	 appeared	
there	as	well͊	

I	 waited	 Ĩor	 mǇ	 companions	 Ĩor	
Ƌuite	 some	time	till	 I	 Ĩound	 out	 theǇ	
had	 been	 misled	 and	 had	 landed	 at	
hluru͊	 So	 I	 grabbed	 the	 hire	 car	 and	
dashed	 oǀer	 to	 picŬ	 them	 up͕	 which	
was	a	eǆperience	 in	 itselĨ͘ 	 I	arriǀed	at	
hluru	along	with	the	sunset	͙	then	we	
started	 the	 dash	 bacŬ͘	 tatching	 out	
Ĩor	the	wildliĨe	was	tricŬǇ͘	TricŬier	still	
was	missing	 the	 last	petrol	 station	bǇ	
2Ϭ	minutes͕	so	we	didn͛t	arriǀe	at	the	
bacŬpacŬer	 hostel	 until	 the	 neǆt	 daǇ͘	
;And	what	a	place	it	wasͶthe	people	
were	so	inǀiting	and	the	place	eǆuded	
a	 Ƌuaint	 atmosphere͘	 I	 wouldn͛t	
hesitate	 to	 return	at	 anǇ	time͖	 it	was	
ũust	what	the	doctor	ordered͘Ϳ

te	 headed	 Ĩor	 Dead	 Centre	

ϯ� targets ͙ Ɵme to get busy.

A participant ’s perspective
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Bowhunters	 to	 Ĩamiliarise	 ourselǀes	
with	 the	 ǀenue	 and	 the	 plan	 Ĩor	 the	
eǀents͘	 There	 was	 time	 Ĩor	 a	 ƋuicŬ	
catch-up	 with	 Ĩriends	 and	 to	 throw	
some	arrows	beĨore	going	bacŬ	to	the	
hostel	Ĩor	a	needed	rest͘

te	were	up	earlǇ	 the	neǆt	daǇ	 to	
go	bacŬ	to	the	ǀenue	Ĩor	a	last-minute	
practice͘	The	 long	awaited	3D	 targets	
had	arriǀed͕	and	with	manǇ	puƫng	up	
their	hands	to	help͕	all	was	sorted	and	
the	ǀenue	was	readǇ͘

tith	 anǆietǇ	 racing	 beĨore	 the	
eǀent	start͕	we	arriǀed	well	in	adǀance	
Ĩor	 a	 little	 practice	 and	 to	 catch	 up	
with	 other	 entrants	 as	 we	 waited	
Ĩor	 muster͘ 	 The	 hooter	 sounded	 and	
muster	was	called	as	some	18Ϭ	to	2ϬϬ	
archers	 came	 together	 while	 Treǀor	
laid	 down	 some	 laws	 and	 adǀice͘	
'roup	 introductions	 were	 great	 as	 a	
long-time	 Ĩriend	 Zobin	 HucŬett	 was	
there	and	new	Ĩriends	in	Scott	Hannah	
and	 <enneth	 Henderson	 Ĩrom	 the	
north͘	 te	 went	 oī	 to	 the	 rangeͶ
and	what	 a	 range	 it	was͖	 challenging	
both	 mentallǇ	 and	 phǇsicallǇ͘	 It	 was	
awesome	to	shoot͊

The	neǆt	daǇ	proǀed	great	as	well͘	
The	Ĩour	stooges	had	a	great	time	until	
Scott	had	to	leaǀe	on	a	ĨamilǇ	matter͘ 	
te	 all	 missed	 his	 liǀelǇ	 banter	 and	
hope	we	will	 catch	 up	with	 him	 at	 a	
Ĩuture	 shoot͘	 At	 the	 end	 oĨ	 the	 Įrst	
two	daǇs	oĨ	 shooting	 the	ABA	 round͕	
I	 was	 surprised	 to	 be	 the	 podium	
position	 taŬer	with	 Damien	Krmiston	
second	 and	Dion	toodborne	 third	͙	
ǇaǇ	team͊	As	ABA	National	Champion	
Ĩor	 2Ϭ18͕	 I	was	 oǀer	 the	moon͘	AŌer	
that͕	Branch	�	 came	 in	 second	 in	 the	
teams	eǀent	so	bǇ	daǇ s͛	end	there	was	
a	 gold͕	 silǀer	 and	 national	 champion	
to	celebrate͊	MǇ	companion	:osh	also	
became	 the	national	 champion	 in	 his	
grade	 as	 well	 as	 geƫng	 gold	 in	 the	
Branch	�	team	;ũuniorsͿ͘	

I	 was	 eǆcited	 the	 neǆt	 daǇ	 to	 get	
going	on	the	3D	round͘	This	time	I	was	
with	MarŬ	B͕	Darren	and	a	ũunior͘ 	I	had	
a	nightmare	round͘	MǇ	shots	were	oī	

and	 I	 was	 Ĩading	 Ĩast͘	 The	 Ĩollowing	
daǇ	was	 eƋuallǇ	 dismal͘	 BǇ	 daǇ s͛	 end	
I	had	dropped	out	oĨ	anǇ	contention͘	
A	 bow	 inspection	 Ĩollowed	 and	 I	 had	
a	realisation	oĨ	the	worst	Ŭind	as	one	
string	had	broŬen	a	Ĩew	strands͘	Wanic	
set	in͘	I	was	in	the	middle	oĨ	nowhere	
with	a	broŬen	string͊

This	 is	 where	 Ǉou	 haǀe	 to	 haǀe	
the	 utmost	 respect	 Ĩor	 this	 sport͗	 So	
manǇ	 people	 came	 to	 help͘	 Zandall	
:͘	 tellings͕	 thanŬ	 Ǉou	 so	 much	 Ĩor	
Ǉour	 contribution	 oĨ	 string	 material͕	
support͕	Ŭindness͕	and	 I	 still	owe	Ǉou	
a	 drinŬ	 and	 I	 won͛t	 Ĩorget͕͊	 Damien	

Krmiston	 Ĩor	 serǀing	 and	 ũust	 being	
a	 great	 Ĩriend	 and	 competitor͕ 	 :ocŬ	
Thompson	 Ĩor	 hands	 on	 and	 another	
great	Ĩriend͕	'erard	Miles	again	adǀice	
and	 a	 great	 Ĩriend͕	 Zoss	 Ĩrom	 Dead	
Centre	 Bowhunters	 Ĩor	 opening	 the	
worŬshop	 and	 allowing	us	 to	 use	 the	
eƋuipment	reƋuired	Ĩor	maŬing	a	string	
on	 the	 go͘	 There	 are	 so	manǇ	 others	
who	were	there	Ĩor	a	needǇ	shooterͶ
thanŬ	 Ǉou	all	 Ĩrom	 the	bottom	oĨ	mǇ	
heart	͙	 iĨ	 it	 wasn͛t	 Ĩor	 Ǉou	 all	 I͛d	 be	
siƫng	 in	 the	 clubhouse	 haǀing	 Ĩun	
with	an	awesome	girl	puƫng	up	with	
all	 oĨ	mǇ	 cheeŬiness͕	 ;thanŬ	 Ǉou	 too͕	

�roŬen but not deĨeated. Kther archers came to the rescue oĨ the broŬen string.

A special moment ͙ on the podium Ĩor Den’s �oǁhunter hnlimited A 'rade.
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Neǆt	morning	I	was	part	oĨ	a	new	
group	 with	 Zobin	 HucŬett͕	 Weter	
Fiebig͕	:ohnathon	Mc<aǇ	͙	as	alwaǇs͕	
a	great	bunch	oĨ	guǇs	 to	shoot	with͘	
Now	tuned	and	sighted	I	was	oī	to	a	
reasonable	start	so	it	was	time	to	put	
head	 down	 and	 tail	 up͘	 These	 guǇs	
were	so	awesome	to	me͘	te	all	had	
a	great	shoot	eǀen	though	it	was	Ŭind	
oĨ		ĨunnǇ	haǀing	big	:ohnathon	behind	
me	breathing	liŬe	he	was	about	to	rip	
me	 apart	 ;I͛m	 a	 short	 arse͕	 as	 Ǉou	
ŬnowͿ͘	 BǇ	daǇ͛s	 end	 I͛d	had	a	blitǌer	
with	 a	 52Ϭ	 Ĩor	 a	 great	 comebacŬ	
which	now	had	put	me	bacŬ	to	third	
aŌer	dropping	down	to	ĮŌh͘	

Zepair ũob.

Then	 it	 was	 down	 to	 the	 animal	
round	 and	 I	 was	 bacŬ	 with	 Damien͕	
Dion	and	Stuart	Ĩor	the	last	round	with	
one	 point	 each	 separating	 second͕	
third	 and	 Ĩourth͕	with	 Damien	 oī	 in	
Ĩront͘	that	a	daǇ͊	te	all	 shot	 great	
and	were	necŬ	and	necŬ	 Ĩor	most	oĨ	
the	daǇ͘	Stuart	had	a	Ňetch	go͕	which	
rocŬed	 his	 rhǇthm	 and	 bǇ	 daǇ͛s	 end	
Dion	 tromped	 with	 a	 clean	 round͘	
Now	 it	 was	 oǀer	 and	 we	 were	 ũust	
waiting	Ĩor	the	last	results͘

It	was	 eǆciting	 to	 be	 bacŬ	 on	 the	
podium	 in	 third	 place͕	 with	 Dion	
second	and	Damien	taŬing	honours͘

that	 can	 I	 saǇ	 about	 the	 whole	
eǆperience͍	 I͛m	 ũust	 about	 lost	 Ĩor	
words	 about	 the	 manǇ	 people	 who	
ũust	 made	 eǀerǇone	 welcome	 with	
clean	banter	and	Ĩun	to	all	that	made	
this	a	great	time͕	not	Ĩorgeƫng	TommǇ	
and	Fish	on	the	practice	range͘

As	I	leaǀe	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters	
with	 a	 gold͕	 silǀer	 and	 bronǌeͶwith	
:osh	 going	 home	 with	 Įǀe	 golds	
himselĨͶthe	 memories	 will	 be	
eǀerlasting͘	

tould	 I	 come	 bacŬ	 again͍	 zes͕	
in	 a	 heartbeat	 ͙	 and	 maǇbe	 Ĩor	 a	
little	 longer	 neǆt	 time	 to	 enũoǇ	 this	
great	 countrǇ͘	 In	 the	meantime͕	 this	
eǆperience	 has	 taught	 me	 so	 much	
and	 opened	 mǇ	 horiǌons	 Ĩor	 more	
adǀentures	within	this	amaǌing	sport͘	
tith	great	competitors	and	awesome	
enǀironments͕	 whǇ	 wouldn͛t	 Ǉou	
want	more͍

Knce	 again͕	 thanŬs	 to	 those	who	
made	this	a	lasting	memorǇ͊

girlsͿ͘	There	are	so	manǇ	more	people	
who	made	the	whole	eǆperience	into	
a	positiǀe	one	and	mǇ	apologies	iĨ	I͛ǀe	
not	mentioned	 Ǉou͕	 but	 the	 Ĩeelings	
are	the	same	Ĩor	all͊	This	is	whǇ	I	liŬe	
this	 sport	 and	 the	people	who	maŬe	
all	worthwhile͘	String	made	and	Įtted͕	
tuning	 done͕	 I	 was	 oī	 to	 sight	 it	 in͘	
tith	eight	arrows	 in	 the	Įǀe	at	4Ϭm	
at	the	practice	butts͕	I	was	stoŬed	and	
readǇ	Ĩor	the	IFAA͘

A	 new	daǇ͕	 a	 new	muster͕ 	 a	 new	
group͗	 Damien	 Krmiston͕	 Dion	
toodborne	 and	 Stuart	 �ǀerett	went	
with	me	oī	to	the	target	Ĩor	the	Įrst	
daǇ͕	which	was	not	 as	 good	as	 I	 had	
eǆpected	 due	 to	 misũudging	 some	
targets	 so	bǇ	daǇ͛s	end	 it	was	onlǇ	a	
respectable	score͘

>ooŬing	at	the	cam͕	I	realised	it	had	
turned	while	the	string	had	stretched	
during	the	daǇ	so	it	was	bacŬ	Ĩor	more	
tune-ups͘	

Another	 daǇ͕	 another	 round͕	 and	
oī	 we	 trotted	 to	 enũoǇ	 what	 this	
awesome	 ǀenue	 had	 been	 proǀiding	
us	Ĩor	a	Ĩew	daǇs͘	

As	the	daǇ	progressed͕	the	aim	was	
out	again	and	bǇ	the	daǇ͛s	end	again	
the	cam	had	turned	and	another	tune	
and	re-sight	was	reƋuired͘

MǇ	 third	 daǇ	 was	 disastrous	 on	
the	 Įeld͘	 I	 dropped	 waǇ	 too	 manǇ	
points	 and	 got	 Ĩrustrated	 as	 well	
which	 didn͛t	 help	 and	 bǇ	 daǇ͛s	 end	
hadn͛t	 eǀen	 cracŬed	 the	 5ϬϬ͘	 The	
cam	 had	 again	 slightlǇ	 turned	 so	
another	 tune	 and	 this	 time	 I	 re-set	
the	pins	on	the	sight	as	a	last	resort͘	

All prices are a guide only as people require 
different options so please call for a quote.
Hunts are all inclusive except: Alcohol and 
Trophy Fees (Trophy Fees on application)
Indemnity Waiver to be signed at pickup.
Special Hunts are available from time to time 
so if you are flexible you can get a great deal 
on some hunts. All you have to do is get on 
the emergency list and you are notified every 
time a special deal comes along.

Fully Guided Hunts for:
Red Deer - March/April from $1800 (5 days) includes a doe, 
trophy fee if stag taken.

Chital Deer - January to May from $2500 (5 days) includes a 
stag and unlimited does.

Bu�alo - June to August (6 days) fully guided hunts, POA.

Wild Boar - August to October from $4000 (10 days).
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GAME
CLAIMED

This issue’s winners

COMPETITION
Email your game photos 
(minimum 1MB in size) to editor@
archer yac tionmagazine.com 
(Subject: Northern Comp) to be 
in the running to receive one of 
two six-packs of …

This issue’s
WINNER

Dave Teitzel, TC goat 106 4/8pt.

Darryl Bulger, RC fallow deer 212 7/8pt.

Dylan Taylor, goat.

Quineka Parker,  
sƟngray.

Cheryl Morris, TC hog deer 60 5/8pt.

ARCHERY ACTION24

Jodie Franklin.



JUNIORS  
Send in your game photos for a chance to 

win a six-pack of broadheads from

 Email your photo entry to:
    editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
          Subject: Junior Photo Comp
                 Include your name and address

Dave Pender, TC pig 27 2/8pt.

Scott Deadoǁs, d� pig Ϯϳ ϰͬϴpt.

Gary Lander, RC goat 112 2/8pt.

Luke Hebb, TC cat, 7pt.
Bevan Blacklock, RC goat  

RC 115 1/8pt.
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This issue’s winner— 
Mitchell Brewer.
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Trad	 shooting	 is	 one	 oĨ	 the	
Ĩastest	 growing	 aspects	 oĨ	 our	
great	sport	oĨ	archerǇ͕ 	and	trad-

dedicated	 TAA	 clubs	 are	 springing	
up	 all	 oǀer	 Australia͘	 I	 urge	 all	 trad	
shooters	to	get	behind	our	association͕	
Traditional	ArcherǇ	Australia͕	the	ǀoice	
oĨ	 trad	 shooting	 in	Australia	which	at	
present	 has	 nearlǇ	 1ϬϬϬ	 members	

and	 is	 growing	 steadilǇ	 all	 the	 time͕	
due	in	large	part	to	the	dedicated	and	
persistent	eīorts	oĨ	<eith	Speight	and	
his	willing	and	able	committee͘	TAA	is	
made	up	 oĨ	 enthusiastic	 archers	who	
preĨer	shooting	unencumbered	bows͕	
recurǀes͕	 longbows͕	 and	 horse	 bows	
using	simple	but	oŌen	elegantlǇ	craŌed	
and	 sometimes	 beautiĨullǇ	 decorated 
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words 
  Dale Marsh     
photos 
  Heather Pender

 8th Barambah

Trad Bash
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8͗3Ϭam	we	were	on	the	practice	range	
warming	up	the	bows	and	trǇing	to	get	
the	brain	worŬing͘	te	were	eǆtremelǇ	
lucŬǇ	to	be	able	to	shoot	with	all	round	
nice	 guǇ	MarŬ	 'oener	 and	 the	 Ƌuiet	
and	liŬeable	Con	HendricŬs͕	two	oĨ	the	
Įnest	people	I	haǀe	eǀer	met͘

te	were	warmlǇ	 and	 respecƞullǇ	
welcomed	 to	 the	 shoot	 at	 muster	
bǇ	 Wresident	 >en	 Daǀis	 and	 giǀen	
instructions	 Ĩor	 the	 daǇ͘	 It s͛	 so	much	
nicer	 when	 the	 person	 conducting	
muster	 speaŬs	 to	 the	 mob	 in	 a	
reasonable	 and	 ĨriendlǇ	 waǇ	 instead	

in	 the	 camping	 area͘	 The	 Barambah	
club	is	ǀerǇ	special͖	the	club	members	
are	 all	 ĨriendlǇ	 countrǇ	 people	 who	
neǀer	Ĩail	to	giǀe	Ǉou	a	warm	countrǇ	
welcome͘	And	it s͛	alwaǇs	nice	to	meet	
up	 with	 old	 Ĩriends	 around	 a	 laǌǇ	
campĮre͘	The	club	was	started	in	1985	
and	the	president	 is	an	aīable	Ǉoung	
man	bǇ	name	oĨ	>en	Daǀis͘	The	range	
captain	is	the	ǀerǇ	able	:oe	Ansell	who	
set	a	mean	course͘	;I͛m	reĨerring	to	the	
Ĩact	that	it	was	interesting	and	loads	oĨ	
Ĩun	but	challenging	as	well͘Ϳ

SaturdaǇ	 came	 around͕	 and	 bǇ	
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wooden	 arrows͘	 This	 is	 the	 waǇ	 we	
want	to	Ŭeep	itͶtrue	to	the	origins	oĨ	
traditional	archerǇ͕ 	using	simple	bows	
without	 sights	 or	 anǇ	 Ŭind	 oĨ	 aiming	
deǀice	 and	 wood	 arrows͕	 eǆclusiǀelǇ	
Ĩor	 the	 satisĨaction	 oĨ	 shooting	 at	 a	
marŬ	 at	 anǇ	 distance	within	 bowshot	
and	 the	 ũoǇ	 oĨ	 seeing	 Ǉour	 arrow	 ŇǇ	
cleanlǇ	 to	 that	 marŬ͕	 unassisted	 bǇ	
anǇthing	 eǆtraneous͘	 Nothing	 beats	
the	 eǆperience	 oĨ	 relǇing	 solelǇ	 on	
Ǉour	sŬill͘

There	is	also	the	good	wholesome	
Ĩun	oĨ	 shooting	noǀeltǇ	 targets͘	 It s͛	 a	
great	 Ĩeeling	 to	 sinŬ	 Įǀe	 arrows	 into	
the	 ten-ǌone	 oĨ	 a	 big	 blacŬ	 rubber	
pig	 that	 is	 running	 licŬetǇ	 split	 along	
a	 wire	 amongst	 the	 trees	 or	 to	 nail	
eǀerǇ	one	oĨ	the	Įǀe	discs	rolling	along	
the	 ground	 or	 to	 shoot	 through	 the	
narrow	 slit	 in	 a	 corrugated	 iron	 ͚hen	
house͛	 and	hit	 the	 Ĩoǆ	 inside	without	
geƫng	Ǉour	arrow	stucŬ	in	the	iron	or	
again͕	to	hit	the	Ŭill	ǌone	oĨ	a	Ňoating	
crocodile	 as	 it	 is	 being	 towed	 along	
to	 the	 Ĩar	 banŬ͘	 KĨ	 course	 there	 are	
alwaǇs	 trees	 and	 grass	 blocŬing	 Ǉour	
ǀiew	oĨ	 the	 target͕	but	 that	 is	part	oĨ	
the	ĨunͶand	it s͛	closer	to	real	hunting	
conditions	anǇwaǇ͘

It	 was	 with	 great	 eǆcitement	 that	
>orraine	 and	 I	 anticipated	 the	 8th	
annual	 eǀent	 oĨ	 the	 Barambah	 Trad	
Bash͘	The	Barambah	trad	shoot	is	ǀerǇ	
special	 to	 meͶI	 celebrated	 mǇ	 ϳϬth	
birthdaǇ	at	the	Įrst	one	bacŬ	in	2Ϭ1Ϭ͘	
This	 time	 I	 would	 be	 celebrating	 mǇ	
ϳ8th͊	te	arriǀed	on	FridaǇ	and	alreadǇ	
there	were	a	number	oĨ	campsites	and	
caraǀans	 establishing	 their	 presence	

The camping area.

Barry Clarke shoots at a pig in a hollow.
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oĨ	 addressing	 the	 crowd	 as	 iĨ	 theǇ	
were	 a	 group	 oĨ	 morons	 or	 naughtǇ	
children	as	has	sometimes	happened	
at	 shoots	 I͛ǀe	 been	 at͘	 Kne	 oĨ	 the	
things	 I	 personallǇ	 liŬe	 about	 trad	
shoots	 is	 that	 Ǉou	 can	 choose	 who	
Ǉou	want	 to	 shoot	with	 and	 Ǉou	 can	
select	the	eǀents	Ǉou	want	to	do	in	the	
order	oĨ	 Ǉour	preĨerence͘	te	agreed	
to	do	the	͚nostalgic͛	range	Įrst͕	haǀing	
no	idea	what	a	nostalgic	round	would	
turn	out	to	be͘	then	we	got	to	target	
one	we	Ĩound͕	set	up	on	the	bales͕	the	
old-Ĩashioned	 blacŬ-and-white	 ABA	
targets	we	all	used	to	shoot	Ǉears	ago	
beĨore	 the	 coloured	 ǀinǇl	 ones	 came	
in͘	This	was	a	dream	round	as	all	 the	
targets	were	relatiǀelǇ	close	so	we	all	
got	good	scores͘

Kn	the	waǇ	round	we	encountered	
one	oĨ	 the	 running	pigs	 that	had	been	
set	up͕	so	we	did	that	ũust	to	get	it	out	oĨ	
the	waǇ͘	WersonallǇ	I	enũoǇ	shooting	the	
running	 pig͕	 eǀer	 since	 I	 learned	 how	
to	do	it͘	The	secret	 is	to	Ĩollow	the	pig	
down	the	wire	right	Ĩrom	the	start	ũust	
leading	 it͕	 ;bǇ	 how	 much	 depends	 on	
how	Ĩast	it	is	going	and	how	Ĩar	awaǇ	it	
isͿ	and	wait	until	it	is	opposite	Ǉou͕	then	
release	and	Ĩollow	through	tracŬing	the	
direction	oĨ	the	target	͙		piece	oĨ	caŬe͊

As	 we	 moǀed	 on	 through	 the	
course	 we	 came	 to	 the	 rolling	 discs͘	
KĨ	 course	 Ǉou	 shoot	 them	 the	 same	
waǇ	Ǉou	do	the	running	pig͕	onlǇ	Ǉou	
haǀe	 to	 remember	 that	 now	 Ǉou	 are	
shooting	downhill͘	

In	 the	 spirit	 oĨ	 the	 trad	 shoot͕	 I	

bought	 along	 mǇ	 home-made	 split	
bamboo	 longbow͕	 and	 good	 old	 boǇ	
MarŬ	'oener	shot	his	one-piece	osage	
orange	 selĨ	 bow	 made	 Ĩor	 him	 bǇ	
bowǇer	 	 :im	Mason͕	 and	 bǇ	 the	waǇ	
he	shoots	it	ǀerǇ	well	 indeed͘	He s͛	an	
instinctiǀe	shooter͕ 	bending	his	Ŭnees	
as	 he	 shoots	 something	 liŬe	 '͘	 Fred	
Asbell͘	Con͕	meanwhile͕	continued	his	
loǀe	aīair	with	his	brand	new	Bodnic	
longbow͕	 ŬnocŬing	 up	 impressiǀe	
scores͘	>orraine	oĨ	course	continued	to	
put	us	all	in	the	shade͘

All	oĨ	this	actiǀitǇ	was	Ĩollowed	bǇ	
some	lacŬlustre	hit-and-miss	shots	at	a	
tall	popinũaǇ͘	Then	there	was	a	speed-
round	 that	 Ňashed	 bǇ	 in	 a	 brieĨ	 3Ϭ	
seconds	and	a	hunt	that	tooŬ	all	oĨ	6Ϭ	
seconds͘	It	is	said	bǇ	those	who	Ŭnow	
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zou’re never too young to get a taste Ĩor trad shooƟng.
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were	serious	now͘	This	was	 the	eǀent	
that	 would	 maŬe	 or	 breaŬ	 us	 ͙	 onlǇ	
the	 atmosphere	 and	 the	 aīable	
conǀersation	 was	 so	 relaǆed	 that	 it	
was	hard	to	be	serious	about	anǇthing͘	
AŌer	all͕	we	were	at	Barambah	Ĩar	awaǇ	
Ĩrom	 the	world	 oĨ	 care	 and	 striĨe	 liŬe	
road	 rage	 and	 news	 stories	 oĨ	 school	
shootings	and	terror	attacŬs͘	Shoot	we	
did	and	we	did	our	ǀerǇ	best	 too͘	te	
had	brilliantlǇ	accurate	hits͕	disastrous	
uncoordinated	misses	and	spent	some	
time	looŬing	Ĩor	lost	arrows	but	oǀerall	
we	did	a	 Ĩair	daǇ s͛	worŬ	on	 the	 range	
and	 made	 a	 reasonablǇ	 good	 ũob	 oĨ	
it͘	 Not	 enough	 to	 win	 anǇthing͕	 but	
then	we	didn͛t	come	Ĩor	that͕	although	
>orraine	managed	to	get	a	gong͘

AŌer	 the	 interminable	 raŋe	
and	 the	 award	 presentations͕	 we	
reluctantlǇ	 said	 a	 Ĩond	 Ĩarewell	 to	 as	
manǇ	oĨ	our	Ĩriends	as	we	could	Įnd	in	
the	general	mġlĠe	 that	 Ĩollowed͕	 and	
hit	the	road	Ĩor	home͘	

te	will	be	bacŬ	later	in	the	Ǉear	to	
shoot	at	the	Bill	BaŬer	Memorial	Trad	
Shoot͘	 It	 was	 a	 real	 hoot	 last	 Ǉear͕ 	 I	
can͛t	 wait͊	 ThanŬs	 to	 all	 the	 crew	 at	
Barambah͕	and	the	Ĩriends	who	turned	
up	Ĩor	a	reallǇ	great	trad	bash͘

that	 time	 is	 relatiǀe͘	 It	 sure	 is	 when	
Ǉou	are	 trǇing	 to	 Ĩumble	arrows	onto	
a	bowstring	and	shoot	as	accuratelǇ	as	
Ǉou	can	beĨore	time	runs	out͘	Belieǀe	
me͕	 liĨe	 too	 becomes	 a	 speed-round	
aŌer	Ǉou	turn	ϳ8͊

AŌer	 lunch	 we	 worŬed	 up	 the	
courage	to	haǀe	a	bash	at	the	dreaded	
war	 pig͕	 a	 swaǇing	 contraption	 with	
a	 Ĩearsome	 snout	 and	 tusŬs	 and	
a	 saddle͘	 thile	 mounted	 on	 this	
loathsome	 beast	 Ǉou	 shoot	 siǆ	 or	
so	 3D	 animals	 arraǇed	 in	 Ĩront	 Ĩrom	
leŌ	 to	 right͘	 The	ones	on	 the	 leŌ	are	
easǇ	 enough	 but	 when	 Ǉou	 get	 to	
the	ones	on	the	right	Ǉou	need	to	be	
a	 contortionist	 and	haǀe	a	 ǀerǇ	 short	
bow͖	a	horse	bow	would	be	ũust	right͘	
MǇ	ϳϬ-inch	bamboo	longbow	was	ũust	
out	oĨ	place͘

AŌer	 the	 war	 pig͕	 the	 second	
running	 pig	 was	 a	 pushoǀer͘ 	 As	 the	
light	 began	 to	 Ĩade	 and	 the	 ranges	
became	 all	 haǌǇ	 with	 sweet-smelling	
campĮre	smoŬe͕	it	was	time	Ĩor	dinner	
and	 a	 well	 deserǀed	 rest͘	 Tomorrow	
would	be	another	daǇ͘

DaǇ	 two	 dawned	 into	 a	 cloud-
coǀered	 sŬǇ	 and	 we	 started	 earlǇ	 to	
get	 onto	 the	 second	 range͘	 Things	
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Above: All smiles at this target.

Zight͗ �oug �agles attempts to ǁrest control ǁhile riding the ǁar pig.
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WerĨect reŇecƟon, 
Peter Robinson.

Ducks and deer,
Graham McComiskie.

PHOTO COMPETITIONPHOTO COMPETITION
Entries 

In the spotlight,
Bevan Blacklock.

Just before dusk,
Peter Jilg.
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Mission
HOG DEER STAG

Mathews	Chillǆ	SDy
52lb	23in	draw
35Ϭ	grain	arrow	
1ϬϬgr	tasp	bullet	broadhead	

gear used
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Cheryl Morris with her hog deer.

TROY MORRIS



tith	the	2Ϭ16	and	2Ϭ1ϳ	hog	
deer	 seasons	 embedded	
deep	in	our	memories͕	we	

were	bacŬ	in	�ast	sictoria	readǇ	Ĩor	the	
opening	morning	oĨ	the	2Ϭ18	hog	deer	
season͘	 AŌer	 our	 past	 eǆperiences͕	
I	 decided	 to	 put	 CherǇl	 through	 a	
lot	 oĨ	 testing	 and	 changes	 with	 her	
bow	 and	 arrow	 combination	 ;bow	
limb	 upgrade͕	 arrow	 and	 broadhead	
testing	 to	 achieǀe	 maǆimum	 speed	
and	 energǇ	 Ĩrom	 a	 23in	 draw	 length	
bowͿ	and	as	a	 result	 I	was	eǆtremelǇ	
happǇ	with	 CherǇl s͛	 shooting	 leading	
into	this	trip͘

Hog	deer	season	opening	this	Ǉear	
could	not	haǀe	been	at	a	worse	time͕	
with	a	Ĩull	moon	on	April	1͕	the	�aster	
long	weeŬend͕	ducŬ	season	once	again	
and	eǀerǇ	man	and	his	dog	in	the	bush͘	
The	 upside	 was	 that	 the	 number	 oĨ	
deer	 sighted	 on	 the	 propertǇ	 leading	
into	the	start	oĨ	the	season	was	good		
͙	but	Ĩrom	eǆperience	this	counts	Ĩor	
nothing	 as	 things	 alwaǇs	 change	 and	
hog	deer	don͛t	 liŬe	change͕	especiallǇ	
when	it	inǀolǀes	human	scent͘

DaǇ	one	proǀed	to	be	a	heartbreaŬer	
with	CherǇl	and	me	not	seeing	a	deer	
Ĩor	 the	 daǇ	 ͙	 which	 deŇated	 our	
enthusiasm	and	dampened	our	spirits	
somewhat͘	

The	 neǆt	 morning	 we	 were	 in	 a	
diīerent	stand͘	te	were	dropped	oī	
well	 beĨore	 sunrise	 and	 eǀen	 beĨore	
we	had	a	chance	to	settle	in	the	stand	
we	had	deer	moǀing	past	and	Ĩeeding	
around	 us͘	 hnĨortunatelǇ	 it	 was	 still	
too	darŬ	to	shoot͘

Through	 the	 binos	 we	 had	 Įǀe	
does	and	a	spiŬeǇ	moǀing	around	the	
stand͘	 Then	 I	 spotted	 a	 decent	 stag	
coming	in͕	but	it	was	onlǇ	5͘5Ϭam	and	
still	too	darŬ	Ĩor	a	shot͘	The	stag	was	a	
nice	12-inch	stag	and	he	was	in	Ĩull	rut͘	
As	he	came	through͕	he	scattered	the	
does	 and	 spiŬeǇ	 bacŬ	 into	 the	 bush͘	
The	stag	wasn͛t	 interested	 in	hanging	
around	as	he	looŬed	liŬe	he	had	other	
things	 on	 his	mind	 and	moǀed	 on	 as	
ƋuicŬlǇ	as	he	had	arriǀed͘

BǇ	 now͕	 sunlight	 was	 breaŬing	
though	 the	 canopǇ	 oĨ	 the	 treetops	
and	 we	 were	 in	 shooting	 light͘	 Ten	
minutes	 later͕ 	 a	hind	appeared	 Ĩrom	
the	bush	lining	Ĩollowed	bǇ	a	stag	and	
moǀed	slowlǇ	in	Ĩront	oĨ	the	stand͘	A	
ƋuicŬ	 looŬ	 through	 binos	 reǀealed	 a	
nice	siǆ-point	stag͘	I	turned	to	CherǇl	
and	whispered	that	he	was	a	shooter͘ 	
The	stag	moǀed	in	close	to	the	stand	
and	 moǀed	 slowlǇ	 past	 broadside͘	
CherǇl	 had	 alreadǇ	 drawn	 the	 bow	
and	 was	 locŬed	 in	 waiting	 Ĩor	 the	
spot͘	 I	was	 ũust	 liŌing	mǇ	binos	bacŬ	
on	the	stag	when	she	Įred͖	 the	stag	
spun	and	disappeared	 into	 the	bush	
lining͘	 To	me͕	 the	 shot	had	 sounded	
good	 and	we	 thought	we	 heard	 the	
stag	 go	 down	 but	 neither	 oĨ	 us	 saw	
the	arrow	impact͘

A	waǀe	oĨ	emotion	hit	CherǇl	and	
she	 Ĩell	 to	bits	on	me͘	 I	 tried	 to	calm	
her	 down	 as	 the	 sound	 oĨ	 arrow	
impact	 had	been	 a	 good	 chest	 noise͕	
but	 she	 wasn͛t	 haǀing	 anǇ	 oĨ	 it͘	 I	
contacted	our	 trusted	guide͕	MicŬ͕	 to	
tell	him	what	had	happened	and	that	
we	were	staǇing	in	the	stand	Ĩor	halĨ	an	
hour	beĨore	looŬing	at	the	area	oĨ	the	
arrow	impact͘	

The	3Ϭ-minute	wait	 Ĩelt	 liŬe	hours	
then	we	ĮnallǇ	climbed	down	Ĩrom	the	
stand͘	CherǇl	was	not	conǀinced	about	
the	 shot	 placement	 and	 was	 now	

Ĩeeling	sicŬ͘	As	soon	as	I	got	to	where	
the	stag	had	been	standing	I	could	see	
good	 blood	 spraǇ	 on	 the	 ground	 and	
5m	 behind	 that	 was	 CherǇl s͛	 arrow͕	
soaŬed	 in	 blood͘	 I	 turned	 to	 her	 and	
gaǀe	her	a	cuddle	and	said	nothing͕	but	
to	me	he	was	dead	on	his	Ĩeet	and	we	
ũust	had	to	Įnd	him͘	te	Ĩound	where	
he	 had	 entered	 the	 bush	 but	 there	
were	 minimal	 blood	 drops͕	 which	
is	 usual	 with	 hog	 deer͘ 	 te	 crawled	
through	 the	 dogwood	 bush	 Ĩollowing	
small	drops	oĨ	blood	about	2m	apart͘	
te	had	gone	2Ϭm	in	the	bush	when	I	
heard	MicŬ	driǀing	in͕	so	I	told	CherǇl	
to	 staǇ	 tracŬing	 the	 stag	while	 I	went	
and	got	MicŬ͘	 I	was	 ũust	telling	MicŬ	I	
that	belieǀed	the	stag	was	down	when	
we	 heard	 a	 cooee͘	 CherǇl	 had	 Ĩound	
her	stag	5Ϭm	into	the	bush	and	he	had	
died	in	Ĩull	stride͘	�motion	swept	oǀer	
us	 all	with	a	 Ĩew	 tears	 shed	between	
us͕	Ĩor	three	Ǉears	and	lot	oĨ	hard	worŬ	
had	ĮnallǇ	paid	oī͘

I	haǀe	done	and	eǆperienced	manǇ	
diīerent	 things	 in	 mǇ	 bowhunting	
time͕	 but	 this	 eǆperience	 was	 mǇ	
proudest	and	will	be	most	cherished͘

CherǇl͕	 congratulations	on	a	 great	
eīort͕	persistence	and	shot	placement͘	
To	MicŬ͕	manǇ	thanŬs	Ĩor	another	great	
hunt͕	 eǆcellent	 hospitalitǇ	 and	 Ǉour	
positiǀe	hunting	ǀiews	and	Ŭnowledge	
oĨ	these	magniĮcent	animals͘

Mathews	Chillǆ	SDy
52lb	23in	draw
35Ϭ	grain	arrow	
1ϬϬgr	tasp	bullet	broadhead	
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Nearly three years and a lot oĨ hard ǁorŬ in the maŬing͗ ,usband droy, leŌ, and 
guide DicŬ, right, help �heryl celebrate her first hog deer.



ARCHERY ACTION34

  

TRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILS
Nick Lintern

TRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILSTRADITIONAL TRAILS

Bow strings
Hello to all our readers and 

welcome to our next instalment of 
dradiƟonal drails. Kver the past Ĩeǁ 
years we have seen a steady increase 
in tradiƟonal archery through all 
spheres of archery but of late the rate 
oĨ people taŬing up the tradiƟonal 
bow has been going gangbusters. 

I hear many reasons for this 
major resurgence but one of the 
main comments I hear is that archers 
who’ve been on the compound merry-
go-round are geƫng bored ǁith it. 

There really isn’t anywhere much else 
for the compound manufacturers to 
go now. They can’t get the bows any 
shorter, they can’t drag any more 
speed out of them, so it’s a stalemate 
situaƟon. Dost converƟng archers are 
realising that there’s a lot more joy in 
having a virtually indestrucƟble boǁ 
in their hands, that ǁith pracƟce is 
very accurate and the week-to-week 
challenges oĨ a good tradiƟonal boǁ 
is a very Ĩulfilling and enũoyable thing 
to do. It’s really very simple: The more 

doodads and do-hickeys your bow has 
on it, the less there is for you to master 
as an archer. �ut here’s the trade-oīͶ
your gear becomes mega-unreliable 
and Ĩar less Ňeǆible in its use. Dany 
archers have come full circle and are 
on board now with the straight-up 
fact that gadgets and shortcuts 
absolutely cannot replace hard work 
and condiƟoned sŬill. 

KŬay, oī my soap boǆ noǁ and 
onto this the topic at hand: Making 
strings. 
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nail	;see photo, leŌͿ͘	There	will	need	to	
be	at	least	nine	nails͘	That	is	reallǇ	all	
we	need	to	do͘	

Kne	 more	 measurement	 onlǇ	
needs	 to	 be	 made͘	 Turn	 Ǉour	 ũig	 on	
its	 side	 and	 measure	 up	 Ĩrom	 the	
bottom	 5in	 and	 maŬe	 a	 strong	 clear	
marŬ	down	the	side	oĨ	Ǉour	ũig͘	A	Įne	
permanent	 marŬer	 is	 good	 Ĩor	 this͘	
That s͛	our	ũig	doneͶit s͛	the	easiest	ũig	
Ǉou͛ll	eǀer	maŬe͘	The	onlǇ	other	thing	
we	need	now	is	a	long	bench͘	It͛ll	need	
to	 be	 about	 2͘5	 metres	 long͘	 There	
are	ĨancǇ	ũigs	that	operate	on	a	multi-
post	sǇstem	so	that	when	we	run	out	
our	strands	theǇ	ǌig-ǌag	around	these	
posts	enabling	us	to	use	a	smaller	area	
to	worŬ	in͘	Howeǀer͕ 	once	the	strands	
are	laid	up	we	still	need	a	2͘5m	;or	soͿ	

;good	old	radiata	pine	shelǀing	is	idealͿ	
and	 cut	 it	 to	 approǆimatelǇ	 1Ϭin	 bǇ	
4in	 bǇ	 Ъin	 or	 so	 thicŬ͘	 Wine	 shelǀing	
Įts	the	bill	well	but	anǇthing	in	those	
rough	 dimensions	will	 do͘	 Now	marŬ	
1in	 increments	along	 its	 length͘	Now͕	
using	a	sƋuare͕	marŬ	lines	across	Ǉour	
timber	 at	 each	 oĨ	 these	 points͘	 Neǆt	
marŬ	 a	 line	 Ъ-in	 in	 Ĩrom	 the	 side	 oĨ	
Ǉour	blocŬ	all	the	waǇ	along	its	length͘	
Neǆt͕	marŬ	another	line	approǆimatelǇ	
1	Ъin	in	Ĩrom	that	line	and	again	marŬ	
it	 the	 length	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 blocŬ͘	 zou	 will	
now	haǀe	something	 that	 looŬs	 liŬe	a	
rectangular	grid	marŬed	on	Ǉour	blocŬ͘	
At	each	oĨ	these	increments	where	the	
lines	cross͕	tacŬ	a	2in	;5ϬmmͿ	Ňathead	

The	 last	 time	 we	 started	 looŬing	
at	the	maŬing	oĨ	a	Flemish	splice	bow	
string	with	 a	 basic	 introduction͘	Now	
we	will	 start	 on	 the	actual	maŬing	oĨ	
the	 string͘	te	 will	 start	 with	 a	 basic	
two-splice	 string	 as	 it	 is	 much	 easier	
and	we	 can	use	 two	 colours	 to	maŬe	
it	 easier	 still	 and	 later	 on	 we	 can	 go	
into	the	three	splice	string͘	The	three-
bundle	 string	 is	 a	 superior	 string	 in	
terms	oĨ	neatness	and	strength͘	tith	
that	said͕	the	two-bundle	is	still	more	
than	 strong	 enough	 and	 is	 still	 ǀerǇ	
superior	 to	 an	 endless	 loop͘	 I	 alwaǇs	
maŬe	three-bundle	strings	Ĩor	mǇ	bows	
and	Ĩor	anǇone	ordering	a	string	Ĩrom	
me͕	unless	theǇ	are	looŬing	Ĩor	a	two-
tone	string͕	 in	which	case	I	go	Ĩor	the	
two-bundle	as	it	looŬs	better	balanced	
in	colours͘	But	the	two-bundle	is	a	lot	
easier	to	learn	so	let s͛	start	there͘

The	Įrst	thing	we	will	looŬ	at	here	
is	 a	 simple	 string	 ũig͘	 zou	 can	 do	 this	
ũob	 entirelǇ	 bǇ	 hand	 iĨ	 Ǉou	 wish	 but	
this	simple͕	cheap	set-up	will	saǀe	Ǉou	
time	and	is	deĮnitelǇ	worthwhile	iĨ	Ǉou	
intend	 on	 maŬing	 a	 Ĩew	 strings͘	 The	
ũig	we	 are	maŬing	 suits	 a	 two-bundle	
string͘	 te	 will	 maŬe	 another	 one	
when	we	go	into	three-bundle	strings͘	
The	 diīerence	 is	 the	 spacing	 in	 the	
nails͘	;More	on	this	later͘ Ϳ

Here s͛	how	to	maŬe	it͗	FirstlǇ͕ 	grab	
ǇourselĨ	a	small͕	oī-cut	piece	oĨ	timber	
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Two-bundle 
string jigs

A string jig is very simple and cheap to 
make.

Mark a point 5 inches up from the 
bottom oĨ your ũig and sƋuare it doǁn.
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diīerent	string	materials͘	Some	string	
material	 manuĨacturers	 haǀe	 higher	
recommended	 strand	 counts	 than	
these	but	aŌer	manǇ	strings	I͛ǀe	arriǀed	
at	these	numbers	as	being	ǀerǇ	saĨe	and	
not	 unnecessarilǇ	 oǀerŬill	 thicŬness-
wise͕	 which	 onlǇ	 robs	 perĨormance͘	
I	 suspect	 the	 manuĨacturers	 haǀe	 a	
saĨetǇ	oǀerŬill	Ĩactor	in	their	Įgures	to	
coǀer	themselǀes͘

So͕	 going	 bǇ	 the	 table͕	 we	 want	
a	 12-strand	 string	 Ĩor	 our	 5Ϭη	 bow͘	
Now	we	need	to	do	still	more	maths͘	
The	neǆt	calculation	 is	 to	add	18in	 to	
our	string s͛	intended	length͘	te	want	
a	64in	 string͕	 so	we	add	18in	 to	64in	
which	 giǀes	 us	 82in͘	 Now	 diǀide	 the	
82in	 in	 halĨ	 which	 giǀes	 41in͘	 Now	
we	need	 to	utilise	our	 ũig	 and	bench͘	
Measure	 Ĩrom	 the	 base	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 bolt	
41in	 and	 marŬ	 the	 bench	 in	 that	
location͘	 I	 haǀe	 a	 permanent	 rule	
marŬed	 on	 mǇ	 string	 bench	 as	 mǇ	
bench	 is	 a	 permanent	 string	 bench͕	
but	 Ǉou	 can	 ũust	 laǇ	 a	 tape	 out	 each	
time	iĨ	Ǉou	want	to͘	

BeĨore	 going	 anǇ	 Ĩurther͕ 	 maŬe	
sure	 the	 bench	 and	 the	 Ňoor	 where	
Ǉou	 are	 worŬing	 are	 clear	 and	 dust	
Ĩree͘	 The	 string	 materials	 we	 are	
worŬing	with	 are	 prewaǆed	 so	 theǇ͛ll	
picŬ	up	dirt	and	grime	iĨ	the	area	isn͛t	
clean͘	 I	 ǀacuum	mǇ	worŬ	area	beĨore	
commencing	a	string	run͘	

Now͕	 at	 the	 41in	 marŬ͕	 clamp	
Ǉour	 pegboard	 so	 that	 the	marŬ	 Ǉou	
made	 on	 the side	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 board	 is	
on	 the	41in	marŬ͘	Now	grab	 the	Įrst	

tith	longbows	this	is	ǀerǇ	easǇ	to	do	as	
theǇ	are	obǀiouslǇ	straight	and	simple	
to	measure͘	 Knce	 this	 is	 established͕	
simplǇ	 subtract	 4in	 Ĩor	 a	 recurǀe	 and	
3	 Ъin	 to	 4in	 Ĩor	 an	 American	 semi-
longbow͘	DeŇeǆ/	reŇeǆ	bows	generallǇ	
want	 about	 3in	 oī	 their	 AMK	 length	
and	 the	 same	 Ĩor	 �nglish	 longbows͘	
These	are	eǆcellent	rules	oĨ	thumb	and	
will	worŬ	 in	 95	per	 cent	 oĨ	 cases	 but	
sometimes	 Ǉou	 maǇ	 need	 to	 adũust	
these	 lengths	 with	 so	 manǇ	 ǀaried	
bow	 stǇles	 out	 there͘	 This	 is	whǇ	 it s͛	
best	 iĨ	 Ǉou	 can	 duplicate	 an	 eǆisting	
string͘	Herein	lies	another	strength	oĨ	
a	Flemish	string͘	There	is	some	degree	
oĨ	 adũustabilitǇ	 in	 them	 ǀia	 twisting͕	
whereas	 an	 endless	 loop	 has	 little	 or	
no	adũustabilitǇ͘

For	the	saŬe	oĨ	this	build-along͕	let s͛	
maŬe	a	red	and	blacŬ	DǇna	9ϳ	string	Ĩor	
a	 5Ϭη	 68in	 American	 semi-longbow͘	
This	means	we	will	aim	our	string	to	be	
64in͘	Now	Ĩor	more	maths͗	FirstlǇ	we	
need	to	determine	how	manǇ	strands	
we	need	Ĩor	our	bow͘	te	are	doing	a	
two-bundle	string	here	so	the	number	
oĨ	strands	we	use	must	be	diǀisible	bǇ	
two͘	te	don͛t	want	one	bundle	being	
thicŬer	 than	 the	 other͘ 	te	 also	 need	
to	consider	the	material	we	are	using͘	
IĨ	using	Dacron	I	maǇ	go	a	Ĩew	strands	
thicŬer	 than	saǇ	DǇna	9ϳ	or	Fast	Flite	
as	 it	 is	not	as	strong͘	Below	is	a	basic	
table	 that	 giǀes	 string	 thicŬnesses	 Ĩor	
diīerent	materials	that	I	haǀe	used	Ĩor	
oǀer	 1ϬϬϬ	 strings	with	 great	 success͘	
I	 will	 also	 include	 a	 column	 Ĩor	 the	

bench	to	laǇ	the	string	on	as	we	maŬe	
it	 up	 so	 I͛ǀe	 alwaǇs	 Įgured	 what s͛	
the	point	 in	 that	 stǇle	oĨ	 ũig͍	te	will	
also	need	a	bolt	or	similar	at	the	right	
hand	 end	 oĨ	 the	 bench͘	 This	 can	 be	
temporarǇ͕ 	eǀen	iĨ	there	is	ũust	a	hole	
that	 Ǉou	 can	 put	 Ǉour	 bolt	 through	
when	Ǉou	need	 it͘	 The	bolt	will	 need	
to	be	partiallǇ	threaded	so	that	the	top	
under	 the	 cap	 oĨ	 the	 bolt	 is	 smooth	
and	 won͛t	 rip	 Ǉour	 string	 up	 as	 Ǉou	
wind	around	it͘	Mine	simplǇ	has	a	locŬ	
nut	on	the	top	oĨ	the	bench	and	a	wing	
nut	underneath	to	Ŭeep	it	in	place͘	So͕	
that s͛	 all	we	need	 to	maŬe	up	 lots	oĨ	
good	 ƋualitǇ	 strings͘	 As	 I	 mentioned	
earlier͕ 	I͛ǀe	made	1ϬϬϬ-plus	strings	on	
mine	oǀer	manǇ	Ǉears͕	so	 I	Ŭnow	this	
is	 a	 simple	 and	 eīectiǀe	 ũig͘	 Now	we	
haǀe	our	ũig͕	we	need	to	gather	all	our	
materials͘	 te	 will	 need	 two	 rolls	 oĨ	
DǇna	 9ϳ	 ;or	whateǀer	 string	material	
that	 Ǉou	 preĨerͿ	 in	 two	 diīerent	
colours͘	 Again͕	 it	 doesn͛t	 haǀe	 to	 be	
two	 diīerent	 colours͕	 it s͛	 ũust	 easier	
iĨ	this	is	Ǉour	Įrst	string͘	zou	will	need	
a	 tube	 oĨ	 waǆ͘	 'ood	 old	 beeswaǆ	 is	
awesome	 but	 is	 ǀerǇ	 hard	 and	 will	
need	 to	 be	 soŌened	 bǇ	 heat	 beĨore	
using	it͘	For	this	reason	a	great	choice	
is	 the	 commerciallǇ	 aǀailable	 tube	 oĨ	
waǆ	incorporating	beeswaǆ	miǆed	with	
a	soŌening	material͘

The	Įrst	thing	we	need	to	establish	
is	 the	 length	 oĨ	 the	 string	 reƋuired͘	
IĨ	 Ǉou	 haǀe	 an	 eǆisting	 string͕	 ũust	
measure	 that	 and	 awaǇ	 Ǉou	 go͘	 IĨ	
not͕	 plan	 Ǉour	 string	 length	 this	waǇ͗	
IĨ	 Ǉou	 own	 a	 recurǀe͕	 Ǉou	 will	 need	
to	 subtract	 4in	 Ĩrom	 the	 bow s͛	 AMK	
length͘	 This	 is	 normallǇ	 written	 on	
the	bow͘	IĨ	not͕	the	AMK	is	simplǇ	the	
nocŬ-to-nocŬ	length	oĨ	anǇ	bow	iĨ	the	
limbs	are	 stretched	out	Ňat͘	 To	 checŬ	
Ǉour	 recurǀe͕	use	a	dressmaŬers	 tape	
and	 hold	 it	 at	 the	 nocŬ	 slot	 oĨ	 one	
limb͕	 then	 run	 the	 tape	 along	 Ǉour	
limb͘	 FaithĨullǇ	 Ĩollowing	 the	 limb	
shape͕	run	it	across	the	riser	and	bacŬ	
up	 the	 other	 limb	 and	 see	 what	 the	
measurement	is	at	the	other	nocŬ	slot͘	
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        Dyna 97 and Fast Flite                             Dacron

teight																												Strands	 teight	 																											Strands
Ϭ	ʹ	5Ϭη	 12	 Ϭ	ʹ	4Ϭη	 	 12
5Ϭ	ʹ	65η	 14	 4Ϭ	ʹ	55η	 14
65	-	8Ϭη	 16	 55	ʹ	ϳϬη	 16
8Ϭ	ʹ	1ϬϬη	 18	 ϳϬ	ʹ	9Ϭη	 18	
		 	 9Ϭη	н	 	 2Ϭ

STRING THICKNESSES FOR TWO-BUNDLE FLEMISH SPLICE STRINGS
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roll	 oĨ	 string	 material	 and	 tie	 a	 halĨ	
hitch	 on	 the	 right	 hand	 bottom	 nail	
;see photoͿ.	Now	wind	Ǉour	strand	oĨ	
string	 material	 around	 the	 opposing	
nail	and	down	to	Ǉour	bolt͘	'o	around	
Ǉour	bolt	and	bacŬ	up	to	the	neǆt	nail͕	
then	down	to	the	bolt	and	bacŬ	up	to	
the	third	nail	and	so	on	until	Ǉou	haǀe	
gone	around	siǆ	nails	;siǆ	strandsͿ	then	
go	 down	 to	 bolt	 one	 last	 time	 and	
on	 the	 return	 to	 the	 board	wrap	 the	
strand	around	 the	nail	 that	 is	 two	up	
Ĩrom	the	last	post	Ǉou	went	around͕	so	
in	other	words	the	eighth	post͘	then	
Ǉou	wind͕	 Ŭeep	 a	 Įrm	 eǀen	 pressure	
on	 the	 roll	 so	 there	 is	 no	 sag	 in	 Ǉour	
laǇ-upͶnot	so	Įrm	that	it	bends	Ǉour	
nails	 but	 Įrm	enough	 to	 preǀent	 anǇ	
sag͘	 Complicated	 as	 this	 sounds͕	 the	
pictures	with	this	article	will	hopeĨullǇ	
clear	it	up	Ĩor	Ǉou͘	Now	cut	the	strands	
down	 the	 centre	 between	 the	 nails	
and	 at	 the	 point	 between	 peg	 ϳ	 and	
peg	 8	 where	 Ǉou	 wrapped	 the	 last	
strand͘	IĨ	using	Dacron͕	a	good	ƋualitǇ	
pair	oĨ	scissors	or	StanleǇ	ŬniĨe	will	cut	
it	well͘	 IĨ	using	DǇna	or	Fast	Flite	Ǉou	
will	need	a	ǀerǇ	sharp	blade͘	Scissors	
won͛t	 do	 it͘	 These	materials	 are	 ǀerǇ	
tough͘	 A	 brand	 new	 StanleǇ	 blade	 at	
the	 minimum	 will	 be	 needed͘	 I	 use	
an	 old-Ĩashioned	 cut-throat	 raǌor͕ 	
sharpened	 on	 a	 leather	 strop͘	 MaŬe	
sure	Ǉou	hold	the	strands	when	Ǉou	cut	
so	Ǉou	don͛t	lose	the	eǀen	tension	Ǉou	
haǀe	built	 into	Ǉour	string͘	Neǆt͕	 taŬe	
Ǉour	 strands	 oī	 Ǉour	 ũig	 and	 holding	
the	 bunch	 in	 the	 centre͕	 run	 waǆ	
oǀer	 the	 entire	 string͘	 The	 best	 waǇ	
is	 to	 trap	 the	 strands	 between	 Ǉour	
thumb	and	the	waǆ	and	run	outwards	
towards	the	end͘	Knce	both	ends	are	
done͕	perĨorm	 the	 same	action	again	
without	 the	waǆ͕	 running	 the	 bundle	
between	Ǉour	indeǆ	Įnger	and	thumb	
seǀeral	 times	 out	 towards	 the	 ends	
to	melt	the	waǆ	 into	the	string͘	that	
Ǉou	now	haǀe	is	a	bundle	oĨ	siǆ	strands	
that	 haǀe	 been	 turned	 into	 one	
homogenous	whole	larger	strand	that	
is	 tapered	 at	 both	 ends͘	Now	 laǇ	 the	
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At 41 inches, clamp your jig on the 5 
inch side mark.

>oop your first strand around the 
opposing nail.

die your first strand on the bottom 
right hand nail.

Knce all siǆ strands are looped around 
the nails, they can be cut.

You will need a sharp tool to cut Dyna.

Hold the strands as you cut.
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bundle	out	on	Ǉour	bench͘	zou	will	see	
that	our	peg	 ;nailͿ	 board	has	giǀen	us	
that	tapered	bundle͘	�ach	strand	will	be	
about	1in	longer	than	the	preǀious	one͘	
This	giǀes	a	ǀerǇ	proĨessional	and	neat	
Įnished	 string͘	 I	 haǀe	 seen	 too	 manǇ	
strings	out	there	that	seem	to	Įnish	in	
a	big	clump	in	one	spot	͙	not	good	and	
not	 neat͘	 Now	 grab	 Ǉour	 neǆt	 roll	 oĨ	
string	material	 which	 Ĩor	 this	 learning	
eǆperience	should	be	a	diīerent	colour	
and	 repeat	 the	eǆact	 same	process	 as	
we͛ǀe	ũust	done͘	Don͛t	worrǇ	iĨ	it	taŬes	
a	Ĩew	runs	to	get	this	process	down	pat͘	
It	taŬes	practice	to	oǀercome	the	ĮddlǇ	
nature	oĨ	maŬing	a	good	Flemish	string͘	
So	at	 this	point	we	haǀe	 two	diīerent	
coloured	 tapered	 bundles	 readǇ	 to	
splice	into	our	string͘	I͛ll	leaǀe	it	at	that	
Ĩor	now	and	we͛ll	Įnish	this	string	in	the	
neǆt	 issue͘	 Werseǀere	 and	 Ǉou	 can	 get	
ǀerǇ	 good	 at	maŬing	 a	 Flemish	 string͘	
tith	practice	Ǉou	 can	maŬe	one	 in	as	
little	as	4Ϭ	minutes͘

hntil	neǆt	time͕	staǇ	traditional͘
Apply wax down the whole bundle 

and rub it in.
�oth strands ready to go. NoƟce the 

tapered ends.

>eŌ͗ �ommercial string ǁaǆ is great 
to use as it is soŌer than straight 
beeswax.
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Unmissable fun at the Masters Games, with nightly entertainment at the Games Village.

ENTER THE PAN PACIFIC MASTERS GAMES
Sport, holiday and fun times 
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From	traditional	longbows	to	recurǀes	and	all	the	latest	in	compound	technologǇ͕ 	the	Wan	WaciĮc	Masters	
'ames	Įeld	archerǇ	can	be	a	ǀeritable	showcase	oĨ	what s͛	modern-ǀintage	or	state-oĨ-the-art	 in	archerǇ	
gear͘

Kne	oĨ	the	delights	oĨ	the	three-daǇ	Įeld	eǀent͕	hosted	bǇ	WaciĮc	Bowmen	at	ZeedǇ	CreeŬ	on	the	'old	
Coast͕	is	that	Ǉou	neǀer	Ŭnow	who	Ǉou	will	end	up	in	a	shooting	group	with͘	Comparing	gear͕ 	set-up	stǇles͕	
learning	about	other	clubs	and	 Ĩorging	good	 Ĩriendships	shape	some	oĨ	 the	great	conǀersations	 that	can	
maŬe	the	Masters	a	bit	oĨ	an	educational	eǆperience	as	well	as	a	test	oĨ	Ǉour	own	shooting	sŬill	oǀer	two	
challenging	ranges͘

Held	 oǀer	 1Ϭ	 daǇs	 eǀerǇ	 two	 Ǉears	 and	 attracting	 oǀer	 13͕ϬϬϬ	 sportspeople	 to	 the	'old	 Coast	 Ĩrom	
countries	around	the	WaciĮc	rim͕	the	WanWacs	are	one	oĨ	the	world s͛	biggest	masters	games͘	The	Įeld	archerǇ	
has	traditionallǇ	drawn	teams	and	indiǀidual	shooters	Ĩrom	throughout	Australia	and	Ĩrom	New	�ealand	and	
other	countries͘

Another	big	bonus	is	that	the	Įeld	archerǇ	taŬes	place	oǀer	the	Įrst	three	daǇs	oĨ	the	'ames	;Noǀember	
2͕	3	and	4Ϳ͕	giǀing	the	rest	oĨ	the	weeŬ	to	enũoǇ	the	nightlǇ	liǀe	entertainment	at	the	'ames	sillage͕	eǆplore	
the	coast͕	watch	some	oĨ	the	other	sports͕	ǀisit	the	numerous	beaches	ʹ	or	rest	up	in	time	to	shoot	the	two-
daǇ	target	archerǇ	eǀent	at	nearbǇ	Tallebudgerra	salleǇ	the	Ĩollowing	weeŬend	;Noǀember	9	and	1ϬͿ͘

The	Įeld	archerǇ	starts	with	a	2Ϭ-target	3D	round	on	the	FridaǇ	aŌernoon͕	then	morning	and	aŌernoon	
rounds	on	both	the	SaturdaǇ	and	SundaǇ͕ 	with	a	Įnal	shoot-oī	bǇ	the	top-scoring	archers	Ĩrom	each	diǀision	
on	the	SundaǇ	aŌernoon͕	beĨore	the	presentation	oĨ	medals͘

�arlǇ	Noǀember	can	be	prettǇ	balmǇ	weather	on	the	'old	Coast͕	with	temperatures	around	3Ϭ	degrees͕	
so	it	can	be	a	test	oĨ	stamina	as	well	as	shooting	sŬill͕	with	rounds	coǀering	paper	targets͕	animal	targets	and	
3D͕	with	both	marŬed	and	unmarŬed	distances	goǀerned	bǇ	Australian	Bowhunters	Association	shoot	rules͘

The	WaciĮc	Bowmen	range	underwent	a	Ĩorced	closure	Ĩor	seǀeral	months	Ĩollowing	the	preǀious	Masters	
'ames	while	council	 road-building	worŬs	were	going	on	around	the	club s͛	boundaries͘	Since	re-opening͕	
manǇ	months	oĨ	eīort	haǀe	gone	into	planning	and	reĨurbishing	the	upper	and	lower	ranges͕	targets	and	
practice	butts͘

Camping	Ĩor	up	to	3Ϭ	sites	is	a	welcome	option	Ĩor	manǇ	who	preĨer	to	staǇ	on-site͕	with	hot	showers͕	
amenities	and	a	chance	to	connect	and	Ǉarn	around	the	large	Įre	circle	at	night	a	good	part	oĨ	the	shoot s͛	
atmosphere͘	

The	Ŭitchen	crew	at	WaciĮc	Bowmen	turns	out	commendable	breaŬĨasts	and	lunches	oĨ	bacon	and	eggs͕	
burgers͕	tea	and	coīee͘

�ntries	Ĩor	the	Masters	'ames	close	on	FridaǇ͕ 	Kctober	19͘	The	minimum	age	Ĩor	participants	is	3Ϭ	and	
there	is	no	minimum	standard	Ĩor	entries͘	FortǇ	other	sports	are	included	in	the	'ames͘	

	See	adǀertisement	on	Wage	3	Ĩor	more	details͘
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Thirty-five years ago, I stood on a steep hillside high in 

California’s Sierra Nevada mountain range glassing for 

blacktails. Suddenly a buck stepped out of a thick stand of trees, 

twenty-five yards away. His velvet-covered antlers held four points 

on one side and five on the other. While not as large as his mule deer 

cousin, the buck was nonetheless impressive. His wet, black nose 

glistened as the morning sun shone on it and his rusty coloured 

coat stood out against the green trees behind him. A few days earlier 

I had bumped into another bowhunter who told me of a large blacktail 

buck he had seen that walked with a slight limp. I noticed the limp 

as the buck took a step. The deer sensed something was not right as 

he cautiously walked forward, but he never looked in my direction or 

acted as though he had winded me. Sometime in the process of first 

seeing him I had nocked an orange-coloured Easton XX75 arrow on 

the string of my Brackenbury recurve, canted my bow, and begun 

my draw. While I had practised shooting at moving targets the 

thought of wounding this animal was something I did not want to 

even consider. Finally, when the buck was 30yd away, I produced a 

sucking sound from my lips, which stopped the buck immediately.

As I released the orange arrow and its pure white fletching arched 

through the air toward the buck, I cringed as the arrow hit low and into 

the ground, directly under the deer’s vitals. The buck shot straight 

into the air and was soon over the next ridge, his limp not having any 

impact on his running ability in the slightest. 

BOW ARM
The

Thirty-five years ago, I stood on a steep hillside high in 

California’s Sierra Nevada mountain range glassing for 

John A. Barlow 
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the	bow	arm͕	and	pulling	bacŬ	on	the	string	with	the	draw	
hand͘	In	this	waǇ͕ 	with	continued	tension	Ĩorward͕	pushing͕	
and	 continued	 tension	 bacŬ͕	 pulling͕	 the	 chance	 oĨ	 the	
arrow	creeping	Ĩorward	would	lessen͘	And	the	chance	oĨ	the	
bow	arm	dropping͕	or	as	Waul	SchaĨer	described	it͕	Ňoating͕	
would	lessen	as	well͘	I	could	see	it	worŬing	with	a	straight	
wrist͕	 liŬe	 when	 shooting	 most	 recurǀes	 or	 compounds	
but	would	it	worŬ	as	well	with	a	broŬen	wrist	down	on	the	
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Most	oĨ	us	who	shoot	anǇ	tǇpe	oĨ	bow͕	be	it	a	modern	compound	or	a	more	traditional	bow	liŬe	a	longbow	or	recurǀe͕	
Ŭnow	Ĩrom	the	release	iĨ	our	arrow	is	going	to	go	where	we	want	it	to͘	There	is	usuallǇ	a	ǀoice	within	us	that	tells	us	iĨ	we	
haǀe	made	a	bad	release͕	or	iĨ	perhaps	the	string	oĨ	our	bow	caught	on	our	arm	guard	or	clothing͘	Kr͕ 	as	was	mǇ	case	with	
the	blacŬtail	bucŬ͕	iĨ	we	dropped	our	bow	arm	at	release	and	Ĩailed	to	Ĩollow	through͘	

The	late	Waul	SchaĨer͕ 	in	an	interǀiew	in	Bowhunter	Magaǌine	in	1985͕	when	asŬed	what	seemed	to	separate	the	reallǇ	
good	bow	shots	Ĩrom	the	mediocre͕	said͗	͞ I	haǀe	Ĩound	oǀer	the	Ǉears	that	a	solid	bow	arm	is	the	single	most	important	Ĩactor͘ 	
In	other	words	it s͛	not	dropping	Ǉour	bow	arm	until	the	arrow	striŬes	the	target͘	I	thinŬ	that	iĨ	a	person	reallǇ	concentrates	
on	a	solid	bow	arm/Ĩollow-through͕	that	this	will	help	their	consistencǇ	more	than	anǇthing͘͟ 	BeĨore	his	untimelǇ	passing	
Waul	SchaĨer͕ 	bow	maŬer	oĨ	the	SchaĨer	custom	recurǀe͕	was	recognised	as	one	oĨ	the	most	successĨul	and	Įnest	bowhunters	
in	North	America͘	As	BarrǇ	tensel	once	wrote	about	his	Ĩriend͕	͞This	man	has	ũust	about	done	it	all͘͟ 		

>iŬe	Ǉou͕	I	haǀe	seen	and	studied	some	oĨ	the	greatest	bowhunting	shots	in	our	sport	͙	some	up	close	and	personal͕	
some	Ĩrom	blacŬ-and-white	photos	and	some	Ĩrom	ǀideos͘	From	each	I	haǀe	 learned	much͘	But	without	Ƌuestion͕	each	
lesson	taught	has	emphasised	the	importance	oĨ	the	bow	arm	in	becoming	more	proĮcient	with	a	bow͘	

In	 1988͕	 '͘	 Fred	 Asbell	 published	 his	 Įrst	 booŬ	 on	
instinctiǀe	 shooting͘	 hp	 until	 that	 time	 there	 had	 	 been	
magaǌine	 articles	 on	 the	 subũect	 and	 a	 Ĩew	 booŬs	 with	
chapters	 on	 the	 subũect͘	 But	 Asbell s͛	 booŬ	 coǀered	 the	
topic	Ĩrom	the	Įrst	page	to	the	last	;with	the	eǆception	oĨ	
a	Ĩew	chapters	on	his	 Ĩaǀourite	bowhunts	near	the	endͿ͘	 I	
remember	buǇing	it	immediatelǇ	and	reading	and	re-reading	
it͘	FinallǇ͕ 	there	was	a	booŬ	written	on	instinctiǀe	shooting	
onlǇ͊	It	eǀen	had	eǆcellent	picture	support͘	It	became	Ĩor	me	
the	authoritǇ	on	instinctiǀe	shooting͘	Asbell	taught	that	 in	
order	to	Ŭeep	the	bow	arm	solid	and	the	arrow	not	creeping	
Ĩorward	aŌer	coming	to	Ĩull	draw͕	two	things	needed	to	be	
done͘	

First͕	the	bow	arm	and	hand	holding	the	bow	needed	to	
be	pushed	toward	the	target͘	And	second͕	there	needed	to	
be	continual	tension	on	the	bow	string͘	Wushing	Ĩorward	with	

the	bow	arm͕	and	pulling	bacŬ	on	the	string	with	the	draw	
hand͘	In	this	waǇ͕ 	with	continued	tension	Ĩorward͕	pushing͕	
and	 continued	 tension	 bacŬ͕	 pulling͕	 the	 chance	 oĨ	 the	
arrow	creeping	Ĩorward	would	lessen͘	And	the	chance	oĨ	the	

Push-pull method

WracƟse ǁith perĨect Ĩorm. then it 
begins to breaŬ doǁn, it’s Ɵme to stop.

�ǆample oĨ a rocŬ-solid boǁ arm, 
everything in alignment.

<eep tension on the string ǁith a 
solid anchor.
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The	 great	 thing	 about	 practising	 this	 tǇpe	 oĨ	 shooting	
Ĩorm	is	that	 it	can	be	done	with	or	without	a	bow	in	Ǉour	
hand͘	I	haǀe	embarrassed	mǇ	wiĨe	more	than	once	walŬing	
into	a	grocerǇ	store	with	her	and	while	seeing	a	bird	on	a	
telephone	wire	haǀe	come	to	Ĩull	draw͕	released͕	and	then	
stood	 there	 with	 mǇ	 Ĩollow-through	 until	 mǇ	 imaginarǇ	
arrow	strucŬ	home͘	 She	does	not	 inǀite	me	 to	go	grocerǇ	
shopping	with	her	 too	much	these	daǇs͊	The	point	 is	 that	
Ǉou	can	worŬ	on	a	solid	bow	arm	and	 Ĩollow	through	 ũust	
about	anǇ	where͘

AsŬ	me	iĨ	the	drawing	hand	has	an	 impact	on	the	bow	
arm s͛	 moǀement	 and	 mǇ	 answer	 would	 be	 a	 resounding	
͞zes͊͟	IĨ	Ǉou	moǀe	Ǉour	drawing	hand	bǇ	plucŬing	the	string͕	
or	 iĨ	 Ǉou	 allow	 the	 drawing	 hand	 to	 creep	 Ĩorward	 aŌer	
coming	to	Ĩull	draw͕	or	iĨ	Ǉou	throw	Ǉour	drawing	hand	awaǇ	
Ĩrom	 the	 Ĩace	at	 release͕	 Ǉour	bow	arm	 is	 going	 to	moǀe͘	
�ǀen	iĨ	it s͛	ũust	a	little͕	it	is	going	to	moǀe͘	And	when	the	bow	
arm	moǀes͕	so	will	Ǉour	arrow͘

�ǀen	when	shooting	a	release	on	a	modern	compound	
I	 belieǀe	 one s͛	 accuracǇ	will	 improǀe	 iĨ	 the	 drawing	 hand	
staǇs	close	to	the	Ĩace͘	MǇ	son	:osh	is	a	case	in	point͘	then	
shooting	his	HoǇt	compound	he	has	his	thumb	behind	his	ear	
Ĩor	an	anchor	point͘	But	it	also	helps	to	Ŭeep	his	hand	Ĩrom	
moǀing	Ĩorward	and	ŇǇing	awaǇ	Ĩrom	his	Ĩace	at	release͘	 I	
haǀe	seen	manǇ	shooters	who	use	a	release	use	this	tǇpe	oĨ	
anchor͕ 	with	a	thumb	behind	the	ear	to	Ŭeep	the	hand	close	
to	the	Ĩace͘	zes͕	we	all	Ŭnow	guǇs	and	gals	who	deĨǇ	this	waǇ	
oĨ	shooting	and	are	ǀerǇ	good	shots͘	But	I	thinŬ	that	Ĩor	the	
aǀerage	bowhunter͕ 	Ŭeeping	the	drawing	hand	close	to	the	
Ĩace	will	 help	 tremendouslǇ	 in	 Ŭeeping	 the	bow	arm	solid	
during͕	and	at	the	time	oĨ͕ 	release͘

 

:ust	 a	 Ĩew	months	 ago	 I	 bought	 a	 new	 recurǀe	 bow͘	 It	
was	not	that	I	reallǇ	needed	one͕	but	I	wanted	a	bow	with	a	
reduced	bow	poundage͘	Most	oĨ	mǇ	bows	are	in	the	5ϳlb	to	
ϳ1lb	range͘	It	has	been	manǇ	Ǉears	since	I	haǀe	purchased	a	
new	bow	and	to	be	honest	I	thought	it	might	ũust	be	another	
thing	that	I	did	not	need͘	I	mean	reallǇ͕ 	how	manǇ	bows	can	a	
guǇ	shoot	at	one	time	anǇwaǇ͍	But	with	the	encouragement	
oĨ	mǇ	good	wiĨe	I	did	buǇ	it	and	waited	eagerlǇ	Ĩor	mǇ	new	
bow	to	be	deliǀered	to	mǇ	Ĩaǀourite	archerǇ	shop͘	At	mǇ	draw	
length͕	 the	new	bow	pulled	48lb͘	 It	onlǇ	tooŬ	a	 Ĩew	arrows	

handle͕	liŬe	with	a	blocŬ	handle	on	manǇ	longbows͍	It	tooŬ	
some	geƫng	used	 to͕	but	using	 the	push-pull	method	on	
mǇ	 longbows	has	worŬed	 eƋuallǇ	 as	well	 and	has	 helped	
mǇ	 shooting	 tremendouslǇ͘	thether	 Ǉou	 draw	 Ǉour	 bow	
Ĩrom	a	 swing-tǇpe	position	or	begin	 Ǉour	draw	with	 Ǉour	
bow	held	directlǇ	in	Ĩront	oĨ	Ǉou͕	as	Ǉou	continue	to	push	
Ĩorward͕	and͕	continue	tension	on	the	string͕	Ǉour	bow	arm	
will	staǇ	solid͕	allowing	Ǉour	arrow	to	go	where	Ǉou	want	it	
to	go͘

then	:ohn	Schulǌ	published	his	booŬ	͞Hiƫng	͛em	>iŬe	
Howard	Hill͟	in	19ϳ5	and	his	accompanǇing	ǀideo	with	the	
same	 title͕	 the	 eǆample	 oĨ	 a	 solid	 bow	 arm	 and	 perĨect	
Ĩollow-through͕	now	became	ǀisual͘	No	dropping	oĨ	the	bow	
arm	and	the	Ŭeeping	oĨ	the	draw	hand	in	the	Ĩace͕	became	
easǇ	to	understand͘	As	Schulǌ	eǆplained	 in	the	ǀideo͕	͞	 ͘͘͘	
upon	release͕	both	hands	do	nothing͘͟ 	Meaning	simplǇ	that	
neither	 the	bow	arm	nor	 the	drawing	hand	at	 anchor	do	
anǇthing	eǆcept	staǇ	where	theǇ	are	until	the	arrow	striŬes	
the	target͘	
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Follow through The drawing hand

Bow poundage and the bow arm
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is	how	much	do	I	push͍	And	how	much	do	I	pull͍	The	ŬeǇ	
word	is	tension͘	And	how	much͍	�nough	to	Ŭeep	the	bow	
arm	Ĩrom	creeping	bacŬ	 toward	Ǉou͘	And	enough	 to	Ŭeep	
Ǉour	drawing	hand	 Ĩrom	breaŬing	awaǇ͕ 	or	 creeping	awaǇ	
Ĩrom	Ǉour	anchor	point͘	thateǀer	tension	it	taŬes	so	that	
Ǉour	bow	arm	staǇs	Ĩorward͕	and	Ǉour	drawing	hand	staǇs	at	
anchor͕ 	is	enough͘	zou	are	probablǇ	doing	it	alreadǇ͘	But	go	
to	Ǉour	local	archerǇ	range	and	watch	those	around	Ǉou	and	
mǇ	guess	 is	 that	 Ǉou	will	 see	enough	unsteadǇ	bow	arms	
and	 creeping	 anchor	 points	 to	 illustrate	mǇ	 point͘	 IĨ	 Ǉour	
shooting	is	not	where	Ǉou	want	it	to	be͕	Ĩocus	on	a	steadǇ	
bow	arm	bǇ	Ŭeeping	tension	on	the	bow	bǇ	slightlǇ	pushing	
Ĩorward͕	and	tension	on	the	bow	string	and	I	thinŬ	Ǉou	will	
see	positiǀe	results͘

Someone	once	said	that	it	is	better	to	shoot	one	arrow	
with	perĨect	Ĩorm	than	1ϬϬ	arrows	without	it͘	zour	practice	
sessions	 should	 Ĩollow	 this	 rule͘	 There	 is	 nothing	 more	
relaǆing	 Ĩor	 me	 than	 to	 shoot	 mǇ	 bow	 ͙	 but	 eǀen	 good	
things	 need	 to	 be	 done	 in	 moderation͘	 It	 has	 been	 mǇ	
eǆperience	that	it	is	Ĩar	more	productiǀe	to	shoot	25	perĨect	
arrows	in	a	session	than	2ϬϬ	where	I	get	tired	and	sloppǇ͘	IĨ	
Ǉou	can͕	shoot	oŌen͘	But	Ŭeep	Ǉour	shooting	sessions	short͘	
Focus	on	good	Ĩorm͕	a	solid	bow	arm	and	tight	release	and	
watch	Ǉour	arrows	hit	where	Ǉou	want	them	to͘	

passing	oǀer	the	bow s͛	shelĨ	to	conǀince	me	I	had	done	the	
right	thing͘	SuddenlǇ	mǇ	groups	were	tighter͘ 	I	could	push	the	
new	bow	Ĩorward	easier	and	pull	the	string	bacŬ	and	locŬ	in	
mǇ	anchor	point	easier	and	mǇ	bow	arm	staǇed	much	more	
solid	during	mǇ	draw	and	release͘	In	Ĩact͕	aŌer	the	release	I	
ũust	stood	there	looŬing	at	how	solid	and	leǀel	mǇ	bow	arm	
looŬed͘	The	bow	droǀe	the	arrows	into	mǇ	target	ũust	as	well	
iĨ	not	better	then	mǇ	heaǀier	bows	and	I	was	also	amaǌed	at	
how	Ĩast	the	bow	shot͘	At	48lb͕	 it	 is	heaǀǇ	enough	to	bring	
down	the	blacŬtail	deer	that	I	pursue	each	summer	and	Ĩall͘	
And	with	the	increase	in	accuracǇ͕ 	I	Ĩeel	ǀerǇ	conĮdent͘

Fred	�ichler͕ 	a	well	Ŭnown	bowhunter	here	in	the	hnited	
States͕	 has	 been	 using	 a	 lighter	 weight	 traditional	 bow	
because	 oĨ	 a	 problem	 with	 a	 shoulder	 inũurǇ͘	 His	 ǀideos	
show	him	shooting	ũaǀelina͕	whitetail	deer	and	other	game	
animals	 using	 a	 much	 lighter	 draw	 weight	 bow	 than	 he	
would	 normallǇ	 use͘	 �ǀen	 with	 a	 sore	 shoulder͕ 	 �ichler s͛	
Ĩorm	is	perĨect͖	bow	arm	solid͕	drawing	hand	tight	against	
his	Ĩace͘	The	ŬeǇ	to	improǀed	accuracǇ	and	a	more	solid	bow	
arm/Ĩollow-through	might	be	a	reduction	in	draw	weight͘	It	
is	deĮnitelǇ	something	to	consider͘

Kne	oĨ	the	things	that	is	oŌen	leŌ	out	when	teaching	the	
importance	oĨ	pushing	the	bow	Ĩorward	with	Ǉour	bow	arm	
and	 pulling͕	 or	 drawing	 the	 string	with	 the	 drawing	 hand	
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How much push and pull?

Perfect practice

dhe push-pull method can be used even ǁith a 

broŬen ǁrist.
zou might find that your accuracy improves iĨ you use a lighter ǁeight boǁ.
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New South Wales State Titles
BonalboʹNorthern	Ziǀers	Field	Archers

AŌer	 months	 oĨ	 worŬ	 cuƫng	 in	 ranges	 and	 seƫng	 up	 awesome	 and	
challenging	 shots͕	 Northern	 Ziǀers	 Field	 Archers	 unĨortunatelǇ	 had	 to	
postpone	its	FebruarǇ	shoot	due	to	slipperǇ	wet	conditions	and	rising	creeŬ	
crossings͘	The	weather	leading	up	to	the	cancellation	was	unpredictable	and	
the	rainĨall	on	the	FridaǇ	was	eǀen	higher	than	predicted͘

ThanŬ	Ǉou	to	the	ϳ8	shooters	who	returned	Ĩor	the	shoot	in	March͘	te	
hope	Ǉou	enũoǇed	Ǉourselǀes͘

Congratulations	to	all	shooters	who	tooŬ	part͘	tell	done	to	Ben	ZeǇnaŬe	
and	Brian	Turner	who	won	the	Top-Ten	Shootout	Ĩor	Sighted	and	Barebow	
respectiǀelǇ͘

Kn	 SaturdaǇ͕ 	 due	 to	 the	 low	 numbers	 the	 decision	 was	 made	 Ĩor	 all	
shooters	to	shoot	the	same	3Ϭ	targets	so	that	scoring	would	be	eƋuitable	
Ĩor	all	in	case	the	weather	changed	and	Ĩor	ease	oĨ	bringing	in	the	ranges	on	
SaturdaǇ	aŌernoon͘

There	was	 lots	 oĨ	 chatter	 about	 the	 ranges͘	 The	 bobcat-on-the-stump	
shot	and	the	alligator	on	the	creeŬ	banŬ	on	Zange	B	in	particular	receiǀed	
lots	oĨ	comments͘	The	ranges	were	thought	proǀoŬing	and	challenging͕	with	
ǀerǇ	 Ĩew	giǀeawaǇs	 ;and	as	Ǉou	all	Ŭnow͕	Zobert	and	Chris	eǀillǇ	conceiǀe	
challenging	 shots	 on	 all	 their	 rangesͿ͘	 There	was	 a	 great	 ǀibe	 around	 the	
ranges	Ĩor	the	weeŬend͘

SundaǇ	morning	saw	us	starting	in	the	gullǇ	beĨore	climbing	the	hill	with	
uphill	and	downhill	shots͘

There	was	lots	oĨ	loǀelǇ	Ĩood	on	oīer	proǀided	bǇ	the	Kld	Bonalbo	Hall	
SocietǇ	and	the	Bowling	Club	smorgasbord	on	SaturdaǇ	night͘

NZFA	would	liŬe	to	thanŬ	the	shooters	who	Ĩought	the	weather	to	turn	
up	to	our	shoot	in	FebruarǇ͕ 	we	are	sorrǇ	that	we	had	to	cancel͕	but	as	Ǉou	
all	Ŭnow	NZFA	onlǇ	haǀe	the	health	and	saĨetǇ	oĨ	our	Ĩriends	in	mind	and	the	
decision	was	not	taŬen	lightlǇ͘

NZFA	would	also	liŬe	to	thanŬ	all	the	shooters	who	returned	to	Bonalbo	
the	Ĩollowing	weeŬend	Ĩor	our	March	shoot͘

As	 3DAAA	members	 Ŭnow͕	 there	 is	 a	 lot	 oĨ	 worŬ	 that	 goes	 into	 each	
shoot͘	ThanŬ	Ǉou	to	all	NZFA	members	who	contributed	to	 the	successĨul	
running	oĨ	this	weeŬend͘

>aŬe	'lenbawn 
Field	Archers	

>aŬe	 'lenbawn	 Field	 Archers͛	
annual	sanctioned	shoot	was	held	on	
the	weeŬend	oĨ	April	ϳ	and	8͘	A	total	
oĨ	 82	 archers	 came	 Ĩrom	 near	 and	
Ĩar	 to	 compete	 in	 the	 eǀent	 which	
was	held	at	Camp	<urra-<eith	within	
the	 >aŬe	'lenbawn	 recreation	 area͘	
This	 turnout	 was	 rather	 impressiǀe	
considering	manǇ	hunters	were	busǇ	
on	 the	 rut	 and	 ABA	 shooters	 were	
slowlǇ	maŬing	their	 return	road	trip	
Ĩrom	the	National	SaĨari	held	at	Alice	
Springs	oǀer	�aster͘
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catering	 serǀices	 during	 the	
weeŬend͘

te	 looŬ	 Ĩorward	 to	 seeing	 all	
shooters	 once	 again	 at	 our	 second	
annual	shoot͕	the	tingen	MatchplaǇ	
to	be	held	in	September͘

The	Top-Ten	was	held	on	SaturdaǇ	
aŌernoon͕	with	Ben	DoǇle	emerging	
as	 the	 eǀentual	 winner	 aŌer	 a	
hard-Ĩought	 competition͘	 The	 raŋe	
Ĩollowed͕	 with	 manǇ	 more	 winners	
walŬing	 awaǇ	 Ĩrom	 the	 table	 with	
smiles	on	their	Ĩaces͘

The	weather	was	eǆtremelǇ	Ŭind͕	
with	 both	 daǇs	 sunnǇ	 and	 mild͘	
The	 small	 but	 hard-worŬing	 >'FA	
committee	had	once	again	prepared	
Įǀe	high	class	ranges	that	tested	the	
endurance	 and	 mental	 toughness	
oĨ	 the	 competitors͘	 The	 steep	 and	
hillǇ	terrain	proǀided	a	wide	range	oĨ	
challenging	 shots	 which	 resulted	 in	
onlǇ	 three	archers	 scoring	a	perĨect	
1ϬϬ	 round	 throughout	 the	weeŬend	
;Isaac	 Scarr͕ 	 :amie	 Bradshaw	 and	
Aleǆ	�lǀinͿ͕	 prompting	 range-master	
'arrǇ	 Dawson	 to	 announce	 that	
the	 winner	 oĨ	 the	 weeŬend	 was	
undeniablǇ	the	ranges͘

Huge	thanŬs	to	2nd	MuswellbrooŬ	
Scout	 'roup	 Ĩor	 their	 wonderĨul	

4ϳ
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“

was	Ŭeen	to	shoot	the	last	two	ranges	
oĨ	the	daǇ͘	Most	people	got	out	earlǇ	
and	soon	the	clubhouse	was	deserted͘	
Weter	 'abriel	 and	 zolandie	 'oodǇear	
made	sure	the	canteen	was	readǇ	Ĩor	
when	eǀerǇone	returned	Ĩor	lunch	and	
had	learned	Ĩrom	the	preǀious	daǇ	that	
this	was	a	hungrǇ	bunch	oĨ	 shooters͕	
so	eǆtra	proǀisions	had	been	brought	
in	oǀernight͘

From	 mid-morning͕	 the	 scores	
started	 to	 roll	 in͘	 The	 usual	 archerǇ	
eǆcuses	 started	 to	 ŇǇ	 as	 people	
handed	in	their	score	cards͕	but	almost	
eǀerǇone	commented	that	theǇ͛d	had	
a	 great	weeŬend͘	AŌer	eǀerǇone	had	
lunch	 and	 all	 the	 scores	 were	 in͕	 it	
was	time	Ĩor	the	priǌegiǀing	and	raŋe	
draw͘	 And	what	 a	 raŋe	 table	 it	 was͖	
with	 targets	 and	 bows	 Ĩrom	 Benson	
ArcherǇ	and	Ten	�one	ArcherǇ	and	sets	
oĨ	strings	Ĩrom	Big	Fella s͛	Bow	Strings͘

The	 highest	 male	 score	 came	
Ĩrom	 Ian	 Summers͕	 MBK͕	 with	 461	

eǆperience	 and	 organisational	 sŬills	
made	sure	that	eǀerǇthing	was	set	up	
and	 readǇ	 to	 go	 to	 ensure	 eǀerǇone	
got	processed	ƋuicŬlǇ	and	get	them	on	
the	ranges͘

Simo	 teir	 and	 Michael	 McZae	
had	 been	 worŬing	 tirelesslǇ	 to	 set	
up	 Įǀe	 oĨ	 the	 best	 ranges	 >MFA	 had	
eǀer	produced͘	tith	onlǇ	one	perĨect	
round	 recorded	 all	 weeŬend	 and	
multiple	compliments	coming	bacŬ͕	 it	
was	mission	accomplished	Ĩor	them͘	

SaturdaǇ	 aŌernoon͕	 with	 the	 sun	
siƫng	low͕	:osh	Zadoll	ran	the	Top-Ten	
Shootout͘	:amie	Bradshaw͕	MBK͕	won	
the	Sighted	comp	and	�stelle	Boshoī͕	
FBh͕	won	the	unaided	comp͘

AŌer	all	the	walŬing	and	shooting͕	
eǀerǇone	was	 readǇ	 Ĩor	 a	 good	meal	
and	Donna	'ilroǇ	 did	 not	 disappoint͘	
tith	a	menu	that	ranged	Ĩrom	lambs	
ĨrǇ	to	apple	slice͕	there	was	something	
Ĩor	eǀerǇ	taste͘	

The	 last	daǇ	arriǀed	and	eǀerǇone	

48

Ipswich	Field	Club
Another	Ipswich	Field	ArcherǇ	Club	shoot	is	done	and	dusted	Ĩor	the	Ǉear͘ 	The	weather	was	ǀerǇ	Ŭind	to	us	with	glorious	

sunshine	on	both	daǇs͘	The	Įrst	Yueensland	3DAAA-sanctioned	shoot	oĨ	the	Ǉear	was	on	MaǇ	5	and	6͘	te	had	a	total	oĨ	
1Ϭ5	competitors	who	traǀelled	Ĩrom	NSt	and	other	parts	oĨ	Yueensland	to	compete	in	the	eǀent͘	zour	support	is	ǀerǇ	much	
appreciated͘

The	canteen	also	proǀided	a	delectable	arraǇ	oĨ	Ĩood	and	drinŬs	to	satisĨǇ	those	hungrǇ	and	thirstǇ	archers͘	te	would	
liŬe	to	thanŬ	the	Ipswich	>ions	Club	Ĩor	Ŭeeping	the	Ĩood	up	to	hungrǇ	archers͘

The	Top-Ten	Shootoī	was	held	on	SundaǇ	aŌernoon	prior	to	the	presentation͘	The	winner	oĨ	the	sighted	Top-Ten	was	
compound	shooter	Brett	Wirlo	and	the	unaided	winner	was	recurǀe	shooter	Scott	HaǇden͘

>aŬe	MacƋuarie	Classic
It	was	ThursdaǇ	and	there	were	still	

two	daǇs	to	go	beĨore	the	shoot͕	and	
alreadǇ	 the	 camperǀans	 had	 started	
rolling	 in͘	 BǇ	 FridaǇ	 aŌernoon	 the	
clubgrounds	were	pacŬed͘	AŌer	haǀing	
low	numbers	the	preǀious	Ǉear͕ 	things	
were	 looŬing	 much	 more	 promising	
this	Ǉear͘

The	 new	 committee͕	 especiallǇ	
newlǇ	 elected	 Wresident	 Michael	
McZae͕	had	spent	the	past	Ĩew	months	
cleaning͕	 painting	 and	 Įǆing	 up	 the	
clubhouse	 and	 all	 the	 Ĩacilities͘	 The	
club	 had	 neǀer	 looŬed	 this	 good	 and	
the	whole	club	was	Ŭeen	to	show	it	oī	
to	all	the	ǀisitors͘	

Zegistrations	 started	 on	 FridaǇ	
night͕	 and	we	 could	 alreadǇ	 see	 that	
we	were	going	to	haǀe	good	numbers͘	
In	the	morning͕	drawn	in	bǇ	the	smell	
oĨ	bacon	and	eggs	on	the	barbie͕	 the	
masses	 descended	 on	 the	 clubhouse	
to	 register͘ 	 Treasurer	 Colin	 <eene s͛	

New South Wales State Series
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and	 highest	 Ĩemale	 score	 oĨ	 454	was	
recorded	 bǇ	 :enette	 HarǀeǇ͕ 	 FBK͘	
Highest	 cub	 score	 had	 to	 be	 counted	
bacŬ	as	Seth	Sutton	and	 Isaac	Whillips	
scored	 443	 each͕	 but	 eǀentuallǇ	 it	
went	to	Isaac͘	�than	tilŬinson	scored	
42ϳ	and	tooŬ	out	highest	Ǉouth	score͕	
with	 Sarah	 <eene	 taŬing	 top	 Ĩemale	
Ǉouth	honours	with	a	score	oĨ	314͘	

This	will	go	down	as	one	oĨ	the	best	
eǀents	Ǉet	at	>MFA	and	we	can͛t	wait	
to	go	eǀen	better	neǆt	Ǉear͊

49

The	2Ϭ1ϳ	3DAAA	Nationals	at	Nambucca	Heads	in	New	South	tales	will	be	
one	 competition	 that	 I͛ll	 alwaǇs	 remember͘ 	 It	was͕	 as	 alwaǇs͕	 a	 lot	 oĨ	 Ĩun	but	
with	some	challenges͘	I	was	shooting	in	a	peer	group	with	mǇ	brother s͛	girlĨriend	
Annalise	and	we	got	to	the	second	target	oĨ	the	weeŬend	and	her	strings	broŬe͘	
She	was	understandablǇ	upset	not	onlǇ	because	we͛d	come	so	Ĩar	to	shoot	but	it	
was	also	Ƌuite	a	shocŬ͘	Anna	had	to	go	bacŬ	to	the	cabins	and	thought	she	wasn͛t	
going	to	be	able	to	shoot	Ĩor	the	rest	oĨ	the	weeŬend	but	I	alwaǇs	bring	a	spare	
bow	which	has	come	in	handǇ	a	Ĩew	times	͙	such	as	that	weeŬend͘	

te	 got	mǇ	 spare	 bow	 set	 up	 Ĩor	 her	 as	 best	 we	 could	 and	 she	managed	
to	Įnish	the	shoot	and	eǀen	beat	mǇ	score	with	mǇ	own	bow͘	The	rest	oĨ	 the	
weeŬend	was	sun	and	sand	which	was	the	best	waǇ	to	Įnish	anǇ	shoot͘	

At	the	presentations	dinner	I	was	stuĸng	mǇ	Ĩace	with	lasagneͶdinner	was	
great͕	bǇ	the	waǇͶwhen	I	heard	mǇ	name	called	out	and	almost	eǀerǇone	in	the	
room	turned	around	to	looŬ	at	me͘	I	hadn͛t	realised	at	the	time	that	I͛d	won	the	
lucŬǇ	door	priǌe	which	was	mǇ	choice	oĨ	a	new	HoǇt	bow͘	It	was	probablǇ	one	oĨ	
the	lucŬiest	and	best	moments	I͛ǀe	eǀer	had	as	I͛ǀe	neǀer	owned	a	brand	new	
bow	beĨore͕	and	certainlǇ	not	a	HoǇt͊	

AŌer	talŬing	to	AbbeǇ	ArcherǇ	Ĩor	onlǇ	a	short	time͕	I	now	haǀe	mǇ	brand	new	
HoǇt	Wreǀail	Fy͘	I	loǀe	it	and	I	loǀe	the	colour	too͘	So	I͛d	liŬe	to	saǇ	a	big͕	big	thanŬ	
Ǉou	to	the	3DAAA	committee͕	HoǇt	and	AbbeǇ	ArcherǇ͘	HopeĨullǇ	this	Ǉear	will	
be	mǇ	best	Ǉet͘

<rǇstal	Callon	

The	lucŬ	oĨ	the	draw
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Around 
THE TRADS

To	receiǀe	trad	shoot	inĨormation	direct͕	email	a	reƋuest	to͗	 
swallaceΛwallacetradwoods͘com

Sue Wallace 

The	Ĩollowing	was	sent	to	me	Ĩrom	
a	participant͕	as	I	was	doing	some	pro-
motional	worŬ	Ĩor	traditional	archerǇ	
at	the	time͘

*	 It	 was	 a	 great	 weeŬend	 at	 the	
North	 Albert	 Field	 Archers	 at	 zatala	
in	Yueensland	oǀer	the	�aster	breaŬ͘	
Numbers	 were	 down	 on	 preǀious	
Ǉears	with	the	Commonwealth	'ames	
start	Ĩollowing	the	weeŬend͕	and	the	
rain	on	 FridaǇ	probablǇ	 scared	 some	
ĨolŬ	 awaǇ	eǀen	 though	SaturdaǇ	and	
SundaǇ	 were	 Įne͘	 About	 5Ϭ	 arch-
ers	 enũoǇed	 two	 3D	 ranges	 with	 15	
targets	 each͘	 The	 ranges	 were	 shot	
on	 both	 daǇs͕	 alternating	 the	 one-
arrow	 and	 two-arrow	 rounds͕	 along	
with	 the	 club	 noǀelties	 oĨ	 bow	 bird͕	
3Ϭ-second	 speed	 round͕	 rolling	 disc͕	
running	 pig	 and	 a	 6Ϭ-second	 hunter	
round͘	The	weeŬend	Ĩeatured	heartǇ	
breŬŬie͕	lunch	and	dinner	Ĩare	as	well	
as	 a	 great	 priǌe	 table	 Ĩor	 the	 raŋe͘	
There	was	plentǇ	oĨ	catching	up	with	
old	 Ĩriends	 and	 meeting	 new	 ones͕	
good	 shots	 along	 with	 spectacular	
misses͕	the	odd	broŬen	or	lost	arrow	
and	 lots	 oĨ	 laughter͘ 	 No	 out	 oĨ	 con-
trol	 behaǀiour	 ͙	 unless	 Ǉou	 count	
some	naughtǇ	boǇs	howling	at	the	Ĩull	
moon͊	tho	would	that	haǀe	been͍	A	

big	thanŬ	Ǉou	to	the	team	at	NAFA	Ĩor	
puƫng	 on	 another	 great	 Traditional	
Zendeǌǀous͊

* >eading	 into	 the	weeŬend	 oĨ	 April	
21	 and	 22͕	 Ƌuite	 a	 Ĩew	 had	 set	 up	
around	the	camping	area	at	Cheǀallan	
ArcherǇ	WarŬ	and	could	 see	 the	darŬ	
clouds	 looming	 in	 Ĩrom	 the	 ocean͘	
te	were	wandering	around	the	Įeld	
course	 doing	 a	 Įnal	 checŬ	 on	 target	
placement	 and	 thought	 we͛d	 best	
head	 bacŬ	 up	 to	 the	 shed͘	 hnĨortu-
natelǇ͕ 	we	had	onlǇ	gone	a	short	dis-
tance	when	the	heaǀens	opened͘

As	we	 sat	 on	 the	 ǀerandah	while	
the	 rain	 continued	 through	 FridaǇ	
aŌernoon͕	 we	 realised	 Ƌuite	 a	 Ĩew	
would	 probablǇ	 drop	 out	 Ĩrom	 the	
weeŬend	shoot͘	Sure	enough	the	rain	
let	 up	 a	 little	 later	 that	 aŌernoon͕	
and	 the	 stars	 were	 out	 bǇ	 the	 time	
we	were	 tucŬing	ourselǀes	 in	 Ĩor	 the	
eǀening͘

then	we	rose	on	SaturdaǇ	it	was	a	
little	cloudǇ	with	manǇ	patches	oĨ	blue	
sŬǇ	which	was	promising͕	and	Ƌuite	a	
Ĩew	locals	ũoined	us	aŌer	breaŬĨast͘

There	 was	 one	 couple	 who	 had	
traǀelled	 up	 Ĩrom	 Newcastle	 and	
ours	 was	 the	 third	 shoot	 theǇ	 had	
attended͘	Some	Ĩriends	oĨ	theirs	had	

recentlǇ	 moǀed	 to	 the	 'Ǉmpie	 area	
and	 had	 come	 out	 during	 the	 weeŬ	
to	haǀe	a	go͕	under	guidance͕	at	 the	
practice	butts͕	so	theǇ	also	 ũoined	us	
Ĩor	the	shoot͘

Following	a	warm-up	at	 the	prac-
tice	butts	and	then	muster͕ 	we	set	oī	
to	 do	 the	 daǇ s͛	 eǀents͕	 consisting	 oĨ	
25	3D	targets	Ĩor	a	two-arrow	round͕	
clout͕	 two	 popinũaǇs͕	 rolling	 disc͕	
3Ϭ-second	 speed	 round͕	moǀing	 tar-
get	and	the	6Ϭ-second	hunter	round͘	
Knce	 again	 targets	 24	 and	 25	 were	
set	closest	to	camp͕	so	could	be	done	
either	Įrst	;on	the	waǇ	outͿ	or	last	;on	
the	waǇ	bacŬͿ͕	iĨ	there	are	groups	on	
them͘	 The	 target	 placements	 were	
once	 again	 diīerent	 Ĩrom	 the	 preǀi-
ous	shoots͘

The	 tea	 tent͕	 alwaǇs	 a	 popular	
place	to	catch	up͕	was	 in	the	ǀicinitǇ	
oĨ	 targets	 1ϳ	 to	 23	 and	 the	 hunter	
round͕	giǀing	groups	a	chance	to	haǀe	
a	breaŬ	between	eǀents͘		

The	clouds	had	started	to	moǀe	in	
during	the	latter	part	oĨ	the	morning	
and	 as	 our	 group	 got	 bacŬ	 Ĩor	 lunch	
a	 small	 shower	 Ĩell͘	 tith	 eǀerǇone	
enũoǇing	lunch	we	had	a	ƋuicŬ	discus-
sion	and	decided	not	 to	 run	 the	Top	
1Ϭ	 shootout	 and	 instead	 we	 would	
do	 some	combat	archerǇ	at	3͘3Ϭpm͕	
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howeǀer	 Ǉou	 can	be	whacŬed	 in	 the	
bacŬside	 as	 Ǉou	 leaǀe	 the	 saĨe	 ǌone	
to	 get	 to	 Ǉour	 coǀer͘ 	te	 started	 oī	
with	Įǀe	people	per	side͕	and	at	Įrst	
we	 were	 all	 a	 little	 cautious͕	 till	 we	
each	 ran	 out	 oĨ	 arrows	 ;each	 plaǇer	

obũect	oĨ	the	game	is	to	eliminate	the	
opposition	bǇ	either	striŬing	 them	 in	
the	 bodǇ	 region͕	 or	 hiƫng	 out	 the	
discs	Ĩrom	their	Įǀe-spot	target͘	There	
is	 a	 saĨe	 ǌone	 in	 the	 middle	 where	
Ǉou	cannot	be	shot	at	or	shoot	Ĩrom͕	
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giǀing	enough	time	Ĩor	the	groups	to	
complete	the	noǀelties͘

The	 combat	 arena	 is	 set	 up	 not	
too	 Ĩar	 Ĩrom	 the	 shed͕	 with	 Įǀe	
͚walls͛	 erected	 in	 each	 side	 oĨ	 the	
Įeld	 Ĩor	 plaǇers	 to	 hide	 behind͘	 The	

Gladstone windmill shot.Chevallan combat arena. Chevallan shot. 
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one	craǌǇ	Yueenslander͘ 	
TheǇ	had	onlǇ	one	2Ϭ-target	range	

which	had	a	miǆ	oĨ	ABA	ǀinǇl	targets͕	
3D	animals	and	noǀelties͘	Kne	oĨ	the	
noǀelties	was	a	 steel	pig	with	a	hole	
Ĩor	 the	 score	 ǌone͘	 Haǀing	 a	 shot	 at	
the	 pig	 was	 oŌen	 accompanied	 bǇ	
lots	oĨ	clanging	and	merriment	 ;theǇ	
had	 a	 saĨe	 target	 option	 as	well͕	 Ĩor	
those who wanted to choose that 
optionͿ͘	 There	was	 a	 5Ϭm	 shot	 on	 a	
3D	 buīalo͕	 a	 swinging	 egg	 shot	 and	
a	double	bale	with	 siǆ	 or	 seǀen	ABA	
ǀinǇl	targets	where	it	was	surprisinglǇ	
hard	 to	 hit	 a	 score	 ǌone͘	 There	 was	
eǀen	 a	 lǇing-down	 shot	 which	 was	
surprisinglǇ	 diĸcult͊	 The	 range	 was	
shot	 Ĩour	 times	 oǀer	 the	 weeŬend͘	
The	Įrst	three	times	were	two-arrow	
rounds	 with	 three	 arrows	 on	 the	
noǀelties	and	the	last	time	was	a	one-
arrow	round	with	two	arrows	on	the	
noǀelties͘	 The	 club	 catered	 heartǇ	
meals	 and	 the	 camping	 was	 great	
under	mild	autumn	sŬies͘

* Attending	 the	 Stanthorpe	 Trad	
Shoot	 oǀer	 the	 weeŬend	 oĨ	 April	 28	
and	 29	were	 approǆimatelǇ	 3Ϭ	 arch-
ers͕	 mostlǇ	 Ĩrom	 around	 southeast	
Yueensland͕	 but	 some	 had	 traǀelled	
Ĩrom	as	Ĩar	as	Newcastle	in	NSt͘

TheǇ	 had	 three	 2Ϭ-target	 ranges	
to	be	shotͶone	3D	animal	range͕	one	
nostalgia	 range	 oĨ	 the	 older	 blacŬ-
and-white	 ABA	 paper	 targets͕	 one	
ǀinǇl	animal	range	with	all	scoring	oĨ	
1Ϭ	Ĩor	a	Ŭill	and	Įǀe	Ĩor	a	wound͘	The	
noǀelties	 were	 running	 pig͕	 3Ϭ-sec-

there	is	no	muster	and	most	headed	
down	 to	 the	 course͘	 te	 did	 the	
rolling	 disc	 and	 another	 group	 had	
ũust	 started	 the	 speed	 round	 so	 we	
too	 wandered	 down	 to	 the	 course͘	
It	was	Ƌuite	amaǌing	how	much	 the	
creeŬ	had	dropped	again	oǀernight͘

BeĨore	I	started	the	presentations	
we	 had	 a	 birthdaǇ	 to	 celebrate͕	
although	 it	 was	 rather	 a	 sombre	
occasion	Ĩor	Brett	as	his	partner	<Ǉlie	
had	 onlǇ	 recentlǇ	 passed	 awaǇ͘	 In	
memorǇ	oĨ	<Ǉlie	we	will	be	presenting	
the	 <Ǉlie	 �ncouragement	 Award	
eǀerǇ	shoot	to	one	oĨ	the	weeŬend s͛	
participants	 who	 did	 their	 ǀerǇ	 best	
or has improved the most since the 
preǀious	 shoot͘	 As	 this	 was	 the	 Įrst	
one͕	 we	 presented	 it	 to	 one	 oĨ	 the	
ǀerǇ	 new	 beginners	 who	 will	 soon	
be	 ũoining	 us	 on	 a	 regular	 basis͘	 He	
was	both	surprised	and	honoured	to	
receiǀe	it͘

The	 shoot	 weeŬend	 turned	 out	
to	 be	 mostlǇ	 drǇ	 with	 onlǇ	 the	 one	
shower	 during	 the	 daǇ	 and	 a	 couple	
oĨ	 oǀernight	 showers	 on	 SaturdaǇ͕ 	
and	 those	oĨ	us	who	were	 there	are	
Ƌuite	looŬing	Ĩorward	to	our	neǆt	one͕	
rain	or	shine͘

The	 Ĩollowing	 two	 reports	 are	
Ĩrom	an	intrepid	Yueensland	traǀeller	
who	shot	on	both	weeŬends͗

* Bendigo	 Field	 Archers	 held	 a	 trad	
shoot	 oǀer	 the	 weeŬend	 oĨ	 April	 21	
and	22	and	there	were	about	4Ϭ	arch-
ers	 attending	 Ĩrom	 around	 sictoria	
and	 New	 South	 tales͕	 along	 with		

gets	 three	 to	 start	withͿ	 so	 then	we	
had	to	start	taŬing	chances	to	retrieǀe	
more͘	Now	that s͛	when	the	game	gets	
interesting͕	and	eǀen	those	looŬing	on	
were	giǀing	͚helpĨul͛	hints	to	us	on	the	
Įeld͘	 As	 each	 round	 was	 completed	
we	 would	 swap	 sides	 and	 others	
would	 come	 into	 the	 game	 when	
some	 dropped	 out	 and	 strategies	
were	made͘	At	one	stage	there	I	was	
a	little	outnumbered	Ĩour	to	one͕	and	
trǇing	to	hit	the	little	discs	when	Ǉou	
haǀe	 Ĩour	people	doing	 their	best	 to	
stop	 Ǉou	 was	 rather	 challenging͘	 I	
didn͛t	go	down	ƋuietlǇ	that s͛	Ĩor	sure͘	
te	were	all	haǀing	so	much	Ĩun	that	
we	didn͛t	realise	it	was	starting	to	get	
rather	 late͘	 This	 eǀent	 is	 deĮnitelǇ	
being	added	to	our	shoot	agenda͘

SundaǇ	dawned	with	threatening	
clouds	 on	 the	 horiǌon͕	 howeǀer	
bǇ	 the	 time	 we	 were	 readǇ	 to	 set	
out	 theǇ	 were	 starting	 to	 disperse͕	
and	we	were	 ũoined	 bǇ	 a	 Ĩew	more	
locals	 Ĩor	 the	 daǇ͘	 The	 daǇ͛s	 eǀents	
consisted	 oĨ	 the	 Įeld	 course͕	 rolling	
disc͕	 3Ϭ-second	 speed	 round	 and	
the	 hunt	 round͘	 Kn	 the	 second	 daǇ	
groups	 maǇ	 go	 out	 at	 anǇ	 time	 as	
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Not every arrow found its intended mark.Granite Belt archery course.NAFA kneeling shot
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CitǇ	 BroŬen	 Hill	 September	 1	 and	 2͕	
Mallee	 Sunset	 ;MilduraͿ	 September	
8	 and	 9͕	thite	 Zose	Memorial	 Trad	
Shoot	 September	 8	 and	 9͕	 HsTA	
CharitǇ	 Shoot	 September	29	and	3Ϭ͕	
Cheǀallan	ArcherǇ	WarŬ	September	29	
and	3Ϭ͘

Zeports	Ĩrom	Sunshine	Coast	Bow-
men͕	The	'athering	at	Hunter	salleǇ	
Trad	 Archers	 Inc͕	 Cheǀallan	 ArcherǇ	
WarŬ͕	 :ules	 Shield	 >aŬeside	 Bowmen	
will	be	in	the	neǆt	edition͘

For	 those	 readers	 on	 FacebooŬ͕	
Traǀellin͛	 Zound	 the	 Trads	 has	manǇ	
more	photos	and	a	copǇ	oĨ	the	2Ϭ18	
trad	shoot	calendar͘

zou	 will	 Įnd	 Ĩurther	 inĨormation	
and	aǀailable	ŇǇers	Ĩor	the	traditional	
shoots	on	the	Ĩollowing	websites͗
tallace	toods͗	
www͘wallacetradwoods͘com	х	Shoot	
inĨormation	;is	showing	the	2Ϭ18	pro-
posed	calendar	with	some	shoots	still	
to	be	conĮrmed͘	till	haǀe	the	linŬ	to	
ŇǇers	as	theǇ	become	aǀailableͿ
Kǌbow͗	www͘oǌbow͘net	х	Traditional	
ArcherǇ	�ǀents	х	each	shoot	has	an	
indiǀidual	thread
Cheǀallan	ArcherǇ	WarŬ͗	
www͘cheǀallanarcherǇparŬ͘com	ʹ	Ĩor	
traditional	shoot	calendar͕ 	ŇǇers͕	
inĨormation͕	IBK	approǀed	AĨrican	3D	
targets͕	customised	archerǇ	medals͘
Traditional	ArcherǇ	Australia͗	
www͘traditionalarcherǇaustralia͘org	
х	Shoot	InĨormation

See	Ǉou	͛round	the	trads͘

ing	either	range	as	a	two-arrow	round	
and	 the	 other	 range	 as	 a	 one-arrow	
round͘	This	was	swapped	Ĩor	SundaǇ͘

The	noǀelties	were	creatiǀe͘	Along	
with	 the	 hunt	 round͕	 ŇǇing	 pig	 and	
speed	rounds͕	there	was	the	windmill͕	
where	a	plastic	bottle	had	to	be	shot	
between	 the	 rotating	 blades͘	 Then	
there	 was	 the	 bacon	 and	 eggs	 noǀ-
eltǇ͘	First	the	eggs	had	to	be	made	to	
swing͕	neǆt	an	egg	was	shot	through	
to	land	in	a	ĨrǇing	pan	set	oǀer	a	Įre͘	
An	arrow	then	had	to	 land	 in	the	3D	
pig	behind	the	ĨrǇing	pan͘

A	 night	 shoot	 saw	 archers	
shooting	 at	 a	 screen	 where	 animal	
images	 graduallǇ	 appeared͘	 The	
images	 were	 ǀerǇ	 piǆilated	 at	 Įrst͘	
then	 the	 animal	 became	 clear	 the	
Įrst	 to	 shoot	 successĨullǇ	moǀed	on	
to	the	neǆt	round͘	There	was	a	great	
deal	oĨ	laughter	Ĩrom	the	audience	at	
these	eǀents͘

The	 weeŬend	 was	 catered	 with	
complimentarǇ	hamburgers	on	FridaǇ	
night	 and	 the	 club s͛	 piǌǌa	 oǀen	 was	
put	to	good	use	SaturdaǇ	eǀening͘

* Trad	shoots	conĮrmed	bǇ	the	clubs	
Ĩor	 August	 and	 September͕ 	 at	 the	
time	 oĨ	 printing͕	 are͗	 North	 Burnett	
August	 4	 and	 5͕	 DunollǇ	 Trad	 Shoot	
;sictoriaͿ	 August	 11	 and	 12͕	 Bega	
Trad	Asian	�ǆperience	August	18	and	
19͕	Sunshine	Coast	Bowmen	Trad	DaǇ	
August	 19͕	 Cheǀallan	 ArcherǇ	 WarŬ	
Mini	 August	 25	 and	 26͕	 Swan	 Hill	
;sictoriaͿ	 August	 25	 and	 26͕	 Silǀer	

ond	 speed	 round͕	 6Ϭ-second	hunter	
round	oĨ	Įǀe	3D	deer	targets	with	1Ϭ	
to	 12	 paces	 between	 each	 shooting	
peg͘	 The	 hunt	 round	was	 set	 up	 on	
an	 incline	 which	 had	 some	 archers	
huĸng	and	puĸng	bǇ	the	time	theǇ	
were	done͘	

Kn	SaturdaǇ	eǀening	aŌer	dinner	
we	 had	 liǀe	 music	 which	 was	 reallǇ	
eǆcellent͕	 as	 well	 as	 a	 s-Shoot	 held	
on	 the	 practice	 range	 which	 gener-
ated	some	great	shooting	and	lots	oĨ	
laughs͘	 Target	 placements	 were	 out	
to	about	3Ϭm	and	hunting-stǇle	shots	
with	some	targets	partlǇ	obscured	bǇ	
trees	 or	 shrubberǇ͘	 A	 little	 moǀing	
around	the	peg	was	the	order	oĨ	the	
daǇ͊	The	club	catered	all	meals	 Ĩrom	
FridaǇ	night	through	to	SundaǇ	lunch	
and	the	Ĩood	was	plentiĨul͕	heartǇ	and	
great	ǀalue͘	SaturdaǇ	nightΖs	choice	oĨ	
beeĨ	or	lamb	stew	with	rice	and	bread	
was	 reallǇ	 eǆcellent	 and	 some	 little	
piggies	 eǀen	 had	 both	 and/or	 sec-
onds͘	This	was	Ĩollowed	bǇ	apple	pie	
and	custard	around	the	Įre͘

The	 'ranite	 Belt	 Bowmen	 is	 a	
small	but	ǀerǇ	 ĨriendlǇ	club	and	the	
members	reallǇ	Ŭnow	how	to	put	on	
a	great	shoot͘

* The	 'ladstone	 Muster	 was	 held	
oǀer	the	weeŬend	oĨ	MaǇ	5	and	6͘	Fol-
lowing	is	an	account	Ĩrom	a	traǀelling	
archer	Ĩrom	NSt͗

Two	ranges	were	set	up	with	2Ϭ	3D	
targets͕	 some	 brand	 new͘	 Kn	 Satur-
daǇ͕ 	archers	had	the	choice	oĨ	shoot-
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THE FALLOW STAGS

GRAHAM NEWELL

Hail 
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It	was	April	14	and	we	were	on	the		
road	 to	 the	 New	 �ngland	 region͘	
For	this	trip	we	were	using	Zobbo s͛	

new	 Isuǌu	 D-Maǆ	 space	 cab͘	 It	 had	
allͶand	 I	 mean	 allͶthat	 one	 could	
add	 to	 a	 hunter s͛	 trucŬ͖	 obǀiouslǇ	
Zobbo s͛	pride	and	ũoǇ͘

The	 road	 trip	 was	 ũust	 oǀer	 Įǀe	
hours	 with	 meal	 and	 Ĩuel	 stops	 and	
on	arriǀal	at	our	cabin	;an	old	Ĩencing	
contractor s͛	baseͿ͕	we	unloaded	all	our	
gear	then	set	up	Ĩor	the	neǆt	daǇ	and	
settled	 in	 Ĩor	 a	 steaŬ-and-mushroom	
meal	plus	the	odd	rum	and	beer͘

>ater	 in	 the	 eǀening͕	 a	 storm	
headed	our	waǇ͘	 Seeing	Zobbo s͛	 Ĩace	
when	 I	 Ǉelled	 out͕	 ͞Hail͊	 BloodǇ	 hail͕	
mate͊͟	was	painĨul͘	 The	 thought	 that	
his	new	trucŬ͕	with	 less	than	2ϬϬϬŬm	
on	 the	 clocŬ͕	 might	 be	 peppered	 bǇ	
hailstones	was	enough	to	giǀe	anǇone	
that	 awĨul	 sinŬing	 Ĩeeling͘	 Howeǀer͕ 	
our	hut	must	haǀe	deŇected	the	worst	
oĨ	 the	 hail	 because	 it	 looŬed	 liŬe	 no	
damage	had	been	done	to	his	ǀehicle͕	
hence	the	plaǇ	on	words	in	the	title	oĨ	
this	storǇ͘

te	 haǀe	 been	 coming	 to	 the	
propertǇ	 Ĩor	 well	 oǀer	 12	 Ǉears	 now	
with	the	Įrst	three	or	Ĩour	Ǉears	a	steep	
learning	 curǀe	 to	 better	 understand	
the	Ĩallow	deer	and	their	habits͘

The	terrain	 is	tǇpical	New	�ngland	
graǌing	 countrǇ͕ 	 although	 the	 owner	
has	 remoǀed	 a	 lot	 oĨ	 the	 brush͕	
blacŬberrǇ	 bush	 and	 small	 regrowth͕	
thus	maŬing	 it	a	real	challenge	to	get	
within	reasonable	bow	range͘

Kur	 time	 on	 this	 Ĩallow	 stag	 hunt	
was	to	be	about	Įǀe	daǇs	and	we	both	
Ĩelt	that	was	suĸcient͘

te	 haǀe	 obserǀed	 oǀer	 the	 past	
Ĩew	 Ǉears	 ;and	 haǀe	 chatted	 with	
other	bowhunters	about	itͿ	that	there	
seem	to	be	 Ĩour	 common	 ingredients	
to	 a	 successĨul	 hunt͗	te	 need	 to	 be	
reasonablǇ	good	shots͕	we	must	haǀe	
aboǀe-aǀerage	 stalŬing	 abilitǇ͕ 	 oĨ	
course	be	 in	 an	 area	with	 Ĩeral	 game	
and	we	need	 lots	and	 lots	oĨ	 lucŬ͘	So	
manǇ	times	we	haǀe	Ĩound	that	being	
in	the	right	spot	at	that	right	moment	
is	 not	 necessarilǇ	 sŬill	 but	 ũust	 plain	
lucŬ͘

thilst	 the	 propertǇ	 is	 oǀer	 3͕3ϬϬ	
acres͕	 onlǇ	 about	 18	 per	 cent	 oĨ	 it	 is	
suitable	 to	 hunt	 the	 Ĩallow	 stags	 iĨ	
theǇ	are	 in	rut	and	 in	that	area	there	
are	probablǇ	onlǇ	Ĩour	spots	that	haǀe	
historicallǇ	 produced	 stags	 worthǇ	 oĨ	
taŬing͘

te	 rose	 about	 4͘2Ϭam	 to	 driǀe	
some	 ϳŬm	 through	 eight	 gates	 ;it	
might	 be	 a	 slight	 eǆaggeration	 to	 saǇ	
I	 hate	 those	gates͕	but	onlǇ	 slightͿ	 to	
reach	 our	 ũumping-oī	 spot͘	 Kn	 the	
waǇ	to	the	ruƫng	areas͕	we	noted	no	
does	on	the	Ňat	landͶnot	a	good	sign	
Ĩor	the	daǇ͘

te	arriǀed	around	5͘3Ϭam͘	 It	was	
still	 darŬ	 ;no	 moon	 this	 ǇearͿ	 so	 we	
Ŭitted	 up͕	 put	 on	 our	 head	 torches		
and	 set	 oī	 in	 diīerent	 directions	 to	
the	 obǀious	 stag	 croaŬing	 noises͘	te	
haǀe	 Ĩound	 Ǉou	 cannot	 hunt	 in	 pairs	
on	this	propertǇ	;or	in	our	opinion	on	

anǇ	deer	hunting	outingͿ	as	the	deerͶ
especiallǇ	the	doesͶare	ũust	too	alert͕	
watching	Ĩor	danger	all	the	time͘

Zobbo	 had	 a	 long͕	 hard	 and	
eǆhausting	haul	up	a	massiǀe	hill	to	his	
spot͕	but	he s͛	a	Ǉoung	guǇ͘

He	 said	 it	 was	 worth	 it͕	 when	
shooting	 light	 was	 on͕	 about	 eight	
Ĩallow	 bucŬs	 oĨ	 ǀarious	 ǀalue	 were	
ǀisible͘	AŌer	a	short	recon͕	he	decided	
to	 bellǇ-crawl	 some	 4Ϭm	 towards	 a	
nice	 bedded	 stag͕	 which	 would	 then	
giǀe	him	a	35m	shot͘	

Now	 this	 area	 has	 some	 ϳϬ-plus	
cattle	 graǌing	 with	 the	 deer	 so	 iĨ	 he	
was	not	dodging	does	and	 spiŬers	he	
was	romancing	the	cows͊

AŌer	15	minutes	Zobbo	was	readǇ͕ 	
and	 with	 his	 arrow	 on	 the	 string	 he	
ranged	the	chosen	stag	at	3ϳm͘	As	he	
rose	to	his	Ŭnees͕	the	stag	decided	to	
stand͘	Zobbo	was	not	readǇ	and	rushed	
the	shot͘	It	missed	bǇ	onlǇ	millimetres͕	
in fact it appeared to remove some 
hair͘ 	 No	 problem͕	 there	 were	 more	
stags	around͘	But	sadlǇ͕ 	he	again	put	in	
the	huge	stalŬing	eīort	onlǇ	to	haǀe	a	
similar	outcome͘	Not	to	worrǇ͕ 	we	still	
had	three	daǇs	to	reĮne	the	deal͘

I	 was	 headed	 in	 a	 south-westerlǇ	
direction	and	aŌer	about	15	minutes	oĨ	
huĸng	and	puĸng	I	was	near	an	area	
that	 sounded	 Ĩull	 oĨ	 action͘	Howeǀer͕ 	
the	southern	boundarǇ	oĨ	this	propertǇ	
was	onlǇ	3Ϭm	Ĩrom	where	I	was	going	
and	oĨ	course	all	 the	good	ones	were	
oǀer	 in	 the	 neighbour s͛	 propertǇ͊	
There	 was	 no	 shooting	 light	 when	 I	

GRAHAM NEWELL



ARCHERY ACTION58

te	 introduced	 ourselǀes	 onlǇ	 to	
realise	we	had	met	at	 this	 spot	 twice	
beĨore͘	 te	 are	 now	 on	 Įrst	 name	
terms͊	 He	 did	 tell	 me	 he͛d	 been	
watching	me	stalŬ	in	and	maŬe	the	Ŭill	
and	 also	 said	 the	 area	 has	 had	 a	 Ĩair	
number	 oĨ	 poachers	 and	 he	 thought	
I	 might	 haǀe	 been	 one͘	 Bowhunting	
has	 all	 sorts	 oĨ	 twists	͙	 ĨancǇ	 seeing	
him	waǇ	out	 in	 the	bush͊	ZeĨreshing͕	
actuallǇ͘

Whotos	 and	 head	 taŬen͕	 I	 Ĩound	 a	
spot to remove the hide and meat from 
around	the	stag s͛	head͕	then	strapped	
him	 to	 mǇ	 bacŬpacŬ	 and	 headed	 Ĩor	
the	trucŬ͘

The	neǆt	daǇ	we	both	went	to	the	
same	areas͕	but	 it	was	uneǀenƞul	 Ĩor	
me͘	 I	 had	 seǀeral	 stalŬs͕	 a	 Ĩew	 2Ϭm	

lung	 but	 Ĩorward͕	 howeǀer	 the	 stag	
ũumped͕	 ran	 some	1Ϭm͕	 Ĩell	oǀer	and	
ŬicŬed	his	legs	in	the	air	but	didn͛t	die	
straight	awaǇ͘

I	was	hoping	one	oĨ	those	oǀer	the	
Ĩence	would	come	mǇ	waǇ	so	I	waited	
Įǀe	 minutes	 beĨore	 going	 to	 the	
arrowed	 stag͘	 Nothing	 moǀedͶtheǇ	
were	 too	 busǇ	 with	 their	 doesͶso	 I	
walŬed	to	the	stag	which	needed	to	be	
dispatched	eīectiǀelǇ͕ 	then	I	started	to	
set	him	up	Ĩor	a	photo͘

As	I	dragged	him	to	a	suitable	spot͕	
;deer	are	heaǀǇ	when	a	dead	weightͿ͕	
I	had	a	sense	I	was	being	watched͘	zes͕	
oǀer	 on	 the	 neighbour s͛	 side	 neǆt	 to	
the	 boundarǇ	 Ĩence	 some	 25m	 awaǇ	
stood	another	bowhunter	in	Ĩull	camo͕	
bow	and	gear͘

arriǀed	 but	 I	 could	 see	 about	 eight	
stags͕	with	 does	 and	 a	 Ĩew	 spiŬers	 in	
the	general	area͕	but	onlǇ	three	stags	
on	mǇ	side	oĨ	the	Ĩence͘

The	 breeǌe	 was	 Ŭind	 so	 I	 stalŬed	
under	 some	 Ĩallen	 timber	 to	 be	 3Ϭm	
Ĩrom	a	reasonable	stag	;maǇbe	trophǇ	
classͿ	 harassing	 a	doe͕	 it	was	5͘55am	
and	 there	wasn͛t	 enough	 light	 to	 see	
mǇ	 peep͕	 so	 I	 had	 to	 wait͘	 The	 stag	
was	 still	 ǀerǇ	 much	 Ĩocussed	 on	 the	
doe	 so	 at	 6͘Ϭ5am	when	 daǇlight	was	
oŬaǇ͕ 	 I	 sent	 the	 traditional	 ;carbonͿ	
arrow	 with	 a	 135-grain	 two-blade	
�wicŬeǇ	 broadhead	 on	 its	 waǇ͘	 This	
was	probablǇ	 the	earliest	 I	 haǀe	eǀer	
claimed	a	Ŭill	in	all	mǇ	25-plus	Ǉears	oĨ	
hunting͘

The	 shot	 looŬed	 liŬe	 a	 double	
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crawls	 but	 each	time	 could	 not	 get	 a	
shot	 I	 Ĩelt	 comĨortable	 with͘	 It	 was	
good	 to	 see	 two	 small	 stags	 Įghting	
but	neither	was	 too	Ŭeen	 to	hurt	 the	
other͘ 	

te	did	start	to	see	a	Ĩew	other	stag	
carcasses	oĨ	oǀer	a	weeŬ	old	in	ǀarious	
leǀels	oĨ	decaǇ͘	Woachers	perhapsͶthe	
number	oĨ	Ĩallow	in	our	areas	certainlǇ	
seem	to	haǀe	been	aīected͘

AŌer	a	huge	climbing	eīort	Zobbo	
arriǀed	at	his	spot	in	good	time	but	he	
was	almost	spent͘	He	soon	recoǀered	
as	 there	 was	 a	 nice	 chocolate	 stag	
bedded	under	 some	 trees	 some	65m	
out͘	tith	poor	coǀer͕ 	he	proceeded	to	
crawl	 ;againͿ	out	 to	 the	 stag͘	Despite	
the	diĸcultǇ	oĨ	geƫng	to	one s͛	Ŭnees͕	
nocŬing	 an	 arrow	 and	 coming	 to	 Ĩull	
draw͕	 that s͛	 what	 Zobbo	 did	 and	 at	
38m	 Ĩrom	 a	 Ŭneeling	 position͕	 he	
made	the	shot͘	He	Ĩelt	 it	was	good	in	
so	 much	 as	 the	 stag	 ũumped͕	 threw	
his	 head	 bacŬ	 seǀeral	 times	 then	 ran	
a	 Ĩew	metres͕	 staggered	 then	walŬed	
on	 about	 6Ϭm	 Ĩrom	 where	 he	 had	
been	hit͘	The	stag	ũoined	another	that	
walŬed	past	heading	slowlǇ	to	timber͘

Around	 this	 spot	 are	 some	 ǀerǇ	
steep	 heaǀilǇ	 wooded	 slopes͕	 almost	
impossible	 to	 walŬ	 through	 and	
unĨortunatelǇ	 the	 mortallǇ	 wounded	
stag	got	into	this	area͘

Zobbo	 Ĩollowed	 him	 Ĩor	 some	
1ϬϬm	but	 lost	 the	 blood	 trail͘	 To	 the	
old	 mate s͛	 credit͕	 he	 spent	 seǀeral	
hours	retracing	the	stag s͛	eǆit	path	and	
Ŭept	searching	the	dense	bush͘	At	last͕	
bingo͕	he	 Ĩound	him͕	 and	a	 ǀerǇ	nice	

Happy camper … Robbo with his fallow head.
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little	 to	 no	 breeǌe	 when	 I	 got	 to	 a	
position	 where	 I	 could	 see	 the	 stags	
but	as	it	was	5͘5Ϭam	I	could	not	shoot	
due	 to	 the	 low	 leǀel	 oĨ	 light͘	 There	
were	Ĩour	or	Įǀe	stags	actiǀelǇ	chasing	
does͘	I	had	a	nice	stag	picŬed	out͕	one	
not	 croaŬing	 and	 he	 onlǇ	 appeared	
to	 be	 an	 obserǀer͕ 	 perhaps	 he	 was	
eǆhausted	 Ĩrom	 the	 preǀious	 night s͛	
doe	action͍

I	had	a	nice	position	behind	some	
small	 logs	 with	 no	 chance	 oĨ	 being	
silhouetted	 as	 the	 stag	 would	 be	
looŬing	down	on	mǇ	position͘	He	was	
now	at	41m	broadside͘	The	time	was	
6͘Ϭ1am͕	 and	 there	 was	 ũust	 enough	
light	to	get	the	ũob	doneͶearlier	than	
two	daǇs	preǀiouslǇ͘

The	 hit	 was	 a	 good	 double	

6Ϭ

specimen	the	stag	was͘	It	was	a	tough	
ũob	 to	 get	 the	 photos	 and	 the	 head	
oī	 due	 to	 the	 ǀerǇ	 steep	 terrain͕but	
Zobbo	achieǀed	it͕	and	Ĩor	sure	he	was	
one	happǇ	camper͊

The	area	also	has	some	pigs͘	Kn	our	
waǇ	out͕	a	ĨamilǇ	group	was	obserǀed	
oī	the	tracŬ͘	I	tried	a	rushed	shot	with	
a	negatiǀe	outcome͖͕	maǇbe	neǆt	time

BacŬ	at	the	hut	with	a	stag	each͕	it	
was	time	 to	haǀe	a	 Ĩew	 ;moreͿ	beers	
and	 rums	 plus	 a	 huge	 chicŬen	 stew͘	
Sleep	came	easǇ	aŌer	a	hard	daǇ	in	the	
hills͘

The	 neǆt	 morning	 I	 had	 serious	
thoughts	oĨ	staǇing	in	bed	a	bit	longer	
because	I	was	still	Ĩeeling	prettǇ	tired͘	
But	there	was	more	hunting	to	do͘	te	
decided	to	Ĩollow	our	usual	practice	oĨ	

swapping	hunting	spots͘
Now	mǇ	dear	late	Dad	used	to	saǇ	

͞It s͛	no	good	geƫng	old	iĨ	Ǉou	do	not	
get	smart͕͟ 	but	sometimes	we	can	be	
too	smart	Ĩor	our	own	good͘

Zobbo͕	 who	 is	 ǀerǇ	 Ĩamiliar	 with	
͚his͛	spot͕	said	I	would	need	to	get	the	
wind	 rightͶand	 that	meant	 going	 all	
the	waǇ	to	the	top	oĨ	the	hill͘	It	would	
be	 a	 big	 eīort	 Ĩor	me	 iĨ	 I	 decided	 to	
heed	the	adǀice͘

No͕	not	me͘	I	tooŬ	the	easier	waǇ͕ 	
cuƫng	bacŬ	on	 the	 ruƫng	 spot	aŌer	
I͛d	 coǀered	 about	 ϳϬ	 per	 cent	 oĨ	 the	
hill͘	 I	was	temporarilǇ	eǆhausted͘	This	
meant	 I	 was	 taŬing	 a	 huge	 chance	
that	 the	 wind	 could	 blow	mǇ	 huntͶ
literallǇ͊ͶbeĨore	it	was	started͘

As	 lucŬ	 would	 haǀe	 it͕	 there	 was	
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new͕	 some	 3m	 past	 where	 the	 stag	
was	hit͘

The	trip	bacŬ	to	the	trucŬ	is	alwaǇs	
better	 with	 a	 trophǇ	 strapped	 to	 the	
bacŬpacŬ	 eǀen	 iĨ	 it	 is	 a	 long	 walŬ͘	
Attaching	the	head/antlers	to	the	pacŬ	
properlǇ	helps	with	a	steadǇ	walŬ	out͘

remoǀed	Ĩrom	the	herd	in	this	manner͕ 	
the	 rest	 are	 nerǀous	 and	 ǀerǇ	 easilǇ	
spooŬed͘	 TheǇ	 looŬ	 to	 moǀe	 onto	 a	
saĨer	 spot	 with	 a	 lot	more	 coǀer	 but	
still	carrǇ	on	with	the	rut	action	͙	this	
was	the	case	here	too͘

I	 did	 recoǀer	 mǇ	 arrow͕	 good	 as	

lung	 and	 as	 he	 raced	 down	 the	 hill	
across	mǇ	path	 I	 could	 see	 the	blood	
pumping	 Ĩrom	 the	 hit͘	 The	 stag	 ran	
48m͕	 leaped	 through	 some	 thicŬ	
brush	 and	 branches	 2m	 to	 mǇ	 right	
with	 a	 thunderous	 crash	 then	 there	
was	 nothing	 but	 silence͘	 I	 remember	
Zobbo s͛	issues	the	daǇ	beĨore	when	he	
almost	lost	his	stag	in	the	steep͕	thicŬ	
brush	and	I	thought͕	͞Not	me͕	too͊͟

I	walŬed	to	the	brush	the	stag	had	
charged	through	to	see	a	small	sloped	
clearing	 beǇond	 and	 there	 he	 was͕	
piled	 up	 readǇ	 Ĩor	 the	 photos	 and	
head	remoǀalͶa	good	hit	and	an	easǇ	
recoǀerǇ͘	 I	 now	 realise	 he	must	 haǀe	
been	dead	when	he	hit	the	brush	and	
branches

tith	the	photos	taŬen	and	antlers	
remoǀed	 ;I	 got	 the	 photos	 taŬen	 ũust	
beĨore	mǇ	camera	batterǇ	diedͿ͕	I	then	
decided	 to	 head	 bacŬ	 to	 the	 ruƫng	
area	to	see	what	more	mischieĨ	I	could	
get	into͘	

te	Įnd	that	once	a	stag	has	been	

61

Attaching the head to the pacŬ properly helps ǁith the ǁalŬ out.
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were	hard	Ǉards	but	come	2Ϭ19	we͛ll	
trǇ	it	again͘

te	 both	 noted	 the	 Ĩallow	 stags͕	
does	and	spiŬers	were	moǀing	Ĩurther	
west	each	ǇearͶperhaps	in	2Ϭ19	theǇ	
will	all	be	on	the	neighbour s͛	propertǇ͊

It	was	 great	 to	 see	 Zobbo	 on	 top	
oĨ	his	target	panic	and	still	able	to	get	
amongst	the	Ĩeral	game͘

62

had	 seen	 the	 last	 oĨ	 the	 true	 rut	 Ĩor	
these	wonderĨul	Ĩallow	stags͘

BacŬ	at	the	hut͕	we	started	to	clean	
up	 our	 deer	 heads	 readǇ	 Ĩor	 the	 trip	
home	the	neǆt	daǇ͘

Kǀer	a	 Ĩew	more	beers͕	 rums	and	
bourbons	 we	 reǀisited	 the	 preǀious	
Ĩour	daǇs	and	the	eīorts	needed	to	get	
the	 outcomes	 we	 did͘	 For	 sure͕	 theǇ	

The	 Ĩollowing	 daǇ	 we	 were	 up	 at	
4͘2Ϭam	 again	 to	 go	 out	 to	 the	 bacŬ	
paddocŬs	 once	 more͘	 This	 time	 I	
decided	 to	 trǇ	 a	 spot	 on	 the	 eastern	
boundarǇ͘ 	Zobbo	went	to	his	spot	again͘

te	both	coǀered	a	lot	oĨ	ground	Ĩor	
no	 real	opportunitǇ͖	 in	 Ĩact	we	noted	
the	stags	had	stopped	their	action	and	
croaŬing	soon	aŌer	dawn͘	Werhaps	we	

Both	 use	 Mathews	 bowsͶZobbo	 an	
almost	 new	Halon	 and	'raham	 a	 brand	 new	
TZIAy͘	The	two	stags	were	'raham s͛	Įrst	Ŭills	
with	the	gear͘

TheǇ	 are	 both	 at	 63lb-plus	 draw	 weight͘	
Zobbo	 uses	 135-grain	 Northern	 and	 'raham	
uses	135-grain	�wicŬeǇ	two-blade	broadheads͘	

For	hunting	deer͕ 	rangeĮnders͕	good	binos͕	
Ŭniǀes	and	bacŬpacŬ	are	essential͘

gear used

Goodbye, fallow country. See you next year.

H u n t i n g  a n d  O u t d o o r s

The writer of this  
story wins a  
pack of three 
BONECRUSHER BROADHEADS 
compliments of
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ROY ROSE
Meanderings

 Shooting competitive barebow

I	haǀe	in	the	past	lauded͕	both	in	print	and	in	seminars͕	
the	sŬill	and	eǆpertise	oĨ	 the	elite	competitors	 in	world	
archerǇ	barebow	competitions͘	Their	accuracǇ	leǀels	are	
eǆceptional	bǇ	anǇ	recŬoning	and	the	thought	and	time	
these	shooters	haǀe	put	 in	to	achieǀe	such	outstanding	
scoring	 oŌen	 goes	 unrewarded	 as	 Ĩar	 as	 coǀerage	 and	
general	recognition	is	concerned͘

Werhaps	 their	 ǀirtual	 lacŬ	 oĨ	 proĮle	 stems	 Ĩrom	 the	
Ĩact	 that	 the	 archerǇ	 ĨraternitǇ	 onlǇ	 gets	 to	 witness	
their	 prowess	 eǀerǇ	 couple	 oĨ	 Ǉears	 at	 the	torld	 Field	
Championships͘	

MǇ	interest	in	the	barebow	class	goes	waǇ	bacŬ	to	the	
mid-siǆties	when	I	Įrst	caught	the	archerǇ	bug͘	Scimitar	
ArcherǇ	was	halĨ	tourist	attraction	and	halĨ	archerǇ	club͘	
The	tourists	shot	during	the	weeŬ	and	the	club	members	
utilised	both	indoor	and	a	Įeld	course	on	the	weeŬends͘	
It	was	a	barebow	 ĨacilitǇ	and	as	 the	club	grew	and	our	
limited	 eǆpertise	 improǀed͕	 a	 Ĩew	 oĨ	 us	 ǀentured	 into	
local͕	 regional	 and	 state	eǀents͘	 I	 Ƌuite	ƋuicŬlǇ	became	

somewhat	proĮcient͕	although	to	be	honest	the	barebow	
diǀision	did	not	attract	a	huge	Ĩollowing͘	tith	mǇ	ting	
Wresentation	 bow͕	 yϳ	 arrows	 and	 an	 under-the-shelĨ	
clicŬer͕ 	mǇ	scores	reached	national	leǀels͘	

KĨ	course	at	this	point	in	time͕	we	shot	under	the	old	
NFAA	 rules	 oǀer	 28	 targets͕	 well	 beĨore	 the	 adǀent	 oĨ	
the	FITA	rounds	here	 in	Australia͘	tith	a	corner-oĨ-the-
mouth	anchor	and	no	real	aiming	sǇstem͕	mǇ	scores	;as	
I	rememberͿ	were	in	the	mid	3ϬϬs͘	Imagine	mǇ	absolute	
astonishment	 when	 the	 NFAA	 magaǌine	 Ĩrom	 the	 hSA	
arriǀed	 in	 196ϳ	 to	 reǀeal	 that	 FranŬ	 'andǇ͕	 a	 Florida	
barebower͕ 	had	won	the	Nationals	with	scores	in	eǆcess	oĨ	
5ϬϬ͕	including	a	56Ϭ	perĨect	animal	round͘	He	had͕	in	Ĩact͕	
outshot	 the	 sighted	 recurǀe	 competitors͘	 An	 ambitious	
letter	;I	had	no	precise	addressͿ	to	FranŬ	was	rewarded	
with	a	13-page	replǇ͕	reǀealing	Ĩor	the	Įrst	time	the	art	
oĨ	string	walŬing	and	multiple	anchors͕	the	Ĩorerunner	oĨ	
todaǇ͛s	uniǀersallǇ	adopted	sǇstem͘	FranŬ͕	I	should	add͕	
went	on	to	become	a	great	proĨessional	archer͕ 	winning	
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national	championships	and	the	maũor	indoor	titles͕	then	
switched	 in	 his	 later	 Ǉears	 to	 compound͕	 once	 again	
anneǆing	national	and	regional	honours͘	He	was	a	worthǇ	
inductee	into	the	American	Hall	oĨ	Fame	and	one	oĨ	their	
Įnest	all-round	competitors͘	TodaǇ	at	8Ϭ	Ǉears	Ǉoung͕	he	
is	still	a	Ĩorce	to	be	recŬoned	with	on	a	Įeld	course͘

hnder	todaǇ͛s	torld	ArcherǇ	rules͕	with	no	stabilisers	
or	clicŬer͕ 	the	art	oĨ	string	walŬing͕	married	to	immaculate	
Ĩorm	 and	 eǆecution͕	 Ǉields	 scoring	 bǇ	 the	 elite	 which	
manǇ	a	club	compounder	would	enǀǇ͘

So	 what	 is	 the	 thinŬing	 behind	 the	 three	 Įngers-
under-	the-nocŬ	walŬing	oĨ	the	string͍	BǇ	retreating	the	
three-Įnger	hold	down	the	string	awaǇ	Ĩrom	the	nocŬed	
shaŌ͕	 the	 arrow	 is	 being	 despatched	 Ĩrom	 a	 graduallǇ	
increasing	 downhill	 angle	 which	 in	 eīect	 allows	 the	
archer	to	emploǇ	a	point-oĨ-the-arrow	aim	on	the	spot͕	
oǀer	 a	 range	 oĨ	 distances͘	 BǇ	 utilising	 diīerent	 anchor	
placements͕	the	shooter	can	proǀide	himselĨ͕ 	or	herselĨ͕ 	
with	 deĮnitiǀe	 point-oĨ-arrow	 aiming	 at	 all	 the	 torld	
ArcherǇ	distances	out	to	the	maǆimum	55m͘	ClearlǇ	this	
method	necessitates	considerable	planning	to	be	ǀiable͘	
The	bow	needs	to	be	long	limbed	to	counter	the	assault	
upon	 the	 tiller	 that	 the	 string	 walŬ	 imposes͘	 �ƋuallǇ	
obǀious	 is	 that	 Ĩact	that	the	walŬ	oĨ	 the	string	can	onlǇ	
increase	a	certain	distance	beĨore	the	bow	will	simplǇ	not	
Ĩunction	well	 enough	 to	 Ĩacilitate	 a	 healthǇ	 result͕	 and	
another	anchor	is	needed	to	repeat	the	process͘	

The	barebower͛s	initial	concern	is	to	Įnd	an	optimum	
harmonǇ	 between	 draw	 weight	 and	 arrow	 length	 and	
point	 weight͕	 which	 allows	 point-oĨ-arrow	 aim	 on	 the	
target͘	

The	 neǆt	 maũor	 impediment	 Ĩor	 the	 prospectiǀe	
barebower	 is	 haǀing	 the	 composure	 to	 Ĩunction	 under	
pressure	 without	 the	 aid	 oĨ	 a	 clicŬer͘ 	 Considering	 all	
top	 leǀel	 recurǀers	 shoot	 with	 a	 clicŬer͕ 	 attempting	 to	
compete	without	a	clicŬer	to	trigger	the	shot	and	proǀide	
a	duplicatiǀe	draw	length	is	Ĩor	manǇ	a	real	mental	hurdle͘	
A	touch-and-go	shot	process	is	ũust	not	deĮnitiǀe	enough	

to	 produce	 ƋualitǇ	 aiming͕	 and	 barebowers	 without	 a	
clicŬer	 can	certainlǇ	 run	 into	anticipation	hassles	under	
tournament	stresses͘

Howeǀer͕ 	 the	 leading	 international	 barebow	
eǆponents	are	an	ingenious	ĨraternitǇ	and	manǇ	improǀise	
a	ǀirtual	clicŬer	situation	to	guarantee	a	solid	hold͕	aim	
and	 subseƋuent	 shot	 eǆecution͘	 A	 popular	 method	 is	
to	 use	 the	 actual	 arrow	 ǀane͘	 The	 archer	 anchors	 on	
the	 Ĩace	 and	 bǇ	 accurate	 placement	 millimetres	 Ĩrom	
complete	 Ĩull	 draw	 eǆpansion͕	 the	 Įnal	 closure	 oĨ	 the	
scapula	 causes	 the	 ǀane	 to	 actuallǇ	 touch	 the	 nose	 or	
Ĩace͕	in	eīect	proǀiding	a	clicŬer	situation	to	trigger	the	
eǆecution͘	>iŬe	all	other	Ĩorm	and	aiming	challenges	the	
barebower	 Ĩaces͕	 this	 is	 ũust	 another	 sŬill	 which	 taŬes	
manǇ	hours	oĨ	Ĩocussed	practice͘

There	 are	 other	methods	which	 can	 also	mimic	 the	
action	oĨ	a	clicŬer͘ 	Manipulation	oĨ	the	bow	grip	can	also	
create	a	trigger	at	anchor	once	the	aim	is	established͘	The	
archer͛s	 term	 Ĩor	 this	 is	 a	 ͚phǇsio	 trigger͛	 and	barebow	
elite	 haǀe	 a	 number	 oĨ	 options	which	 can	 giǀe	 them	 a	
trigger	 in	 the	 same	waǇ	 a	 clicŬer	worŬs	 on	 an	KlǇmpic	
recurǀe͘

It	 is	 patentlǇ	 clear	 that	 to	 achieǀe	 at	 the	 highest	
leǀel	oĨ	barebow	competition͕	an	enormous	amount	oĨ	
planning͕	 bow	 preparation	 and	 dedicated	 practice	 are	
reƋuired	 to	 perĨect	 all	 the	 sŬills	 needed	 to	 oǀercome	
the	challenges	which	 the	 rules	 impose͘	Negotiating	 the	
demands	oĨ	the	Įeld	course	regarding	stance͕	uphill	and	
downhill	shots͕	determining	cut	and	distance	estimation	
are	magniĮed	Ĩor	a	barebower	utilising	multiple	anchors	
and	 pre-determined	 string	 walŬs͕	 while	 coping	 with	 a	
bow	denied	the	usual	aids	aǀailable	to	sighted	recurǀers͘

So	anǇ	chance	Ǉou	maǇ	haǀe	to	witness	these	superb	
archers	 in	actionͶmost	probablǇ	when	the	torld	Field		
Championships	roll	around	in	SeptemberͶmaŬe	the	time	
to	watch͕	enũoǇ	and	marǀel	at	the	eǆpertise	oĨ	arguablǇ	
the	world͛s	Įnest	eǆponents	oĨ	the	art	oĨ	shooting	a	bow͘	
TheǇ	trulǇ	deserǀe	our	admiration	and	accolades͘
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ThinŬing	 about	 the	 number	 oĨ	 people	 oĨ	 all	 ages	 who	 haǀe	
ũoined	mǇ	archerǇ	club	oǀer	the	past	Ǉear͕ 	I	am	seeing	a	deĮnite	bias	
towards	traditional	archerǇ͘	ManǇ	new	members͕	when	progressing	
Ĩrom	 using	 the	 club s͛	 eƋuipment	 to	 buǇing	 their	 own	 bows͕	 are	
choosing	recurǀes͘	There s͛	a	huge	choice	oĨ	bows	to	choose	Ĩrom	in	
the	entrǇ	leǀel	part	oĨ	the	marŬet	at	around	Ψ3ϬϬ	or	less͕	but	one	
in	particular	stands	out	as	it	ĨulĮls	all	the	reƋuirements	oĨ	a	noǀice	
archer	and	much	more͘

Apeǆ	 Hunting	 in	 Brisbane	 sells	 a	 recurǀe	 bow	 theǇ	 call	 the	
Saǀiour	 and	 aŌer	 shooting	 the	 45lb	 and	 5Ϭlb	 ǀersions͕	 I͛ǀe	 been	
impressed	with	the	smooth	draw	and	speed͘	I	achieǀed	a	consistent	
result	and	Ĩound	the	Saǀiour	a	ũoǇ	to	shoot͘	The	build	ƋualitǇ	oĨ	the	
Saǀiour	regardless	oĨ	its	reasonable	price	is	ǀerǇ	good	and	the	bow	
is	incrediblǇ	light	in	the	hand͘

The	riser	is	constructed	oĨ	maŬore͕	ǌebra͕	and	gmelina	arborea	
hardwoods	and	 is	6Ϭin	 in	 length͘	 The	 limbs	are	 laminated	maple	
wood	and	high	tensile	clear	Įbreglass͕	giǀing	the	bow	a	Ňeǆible	and	
comĨortable	draw͘	A	short	brace	height͕	high	strength	and	eǆcellent	
arrow	speed	all	maŬe	it	a	ǀerǇ	pleasant	bow	to	shoot͘

The	 Saǀiour	 comes	with	 a	 standard	 issue	 horse-hair	 adhesiǀe	
arrow	rest͕	and	BCz	Dacron	string͘

For	 more	 inĨormation	 on	 the	 Saǀiour	 recurǀe	 bow͕	 ǀisit	 the	
website	at	apeǆhunting͘com͘au͘
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MITCHELL BREWER

On	 :anuarǇ	 1ϳ	 this	 Ǉear	 I͕	
Mitchell	 Brewer͕ 	 put	 an	 old	
goat	 to	 rest	with	 tears	oĨ	 ũoǇ	

as	I	got	to	see	him	taŬe	his	Įnal	breath͘
I	also	Ĩelt	relieĨ	as	it	was	the	last	daǇ	

oĨ	 the	 hunt͘	 A	 Ĩew	 daǇs	 beĨore	 I	 had	
shot	 a	big	boar	but	hadn͛t	 been	able	
to	retrieǀe	him	as	he	had	run	into	thicŬ	
scrub	miǆed	with	mulga	and	boǆ	trees͕	
which	had	leŌ	me	ǀerǇ	disappointed͘	

Two	daǇs	 later	a	big	mob	oĨ	goats	
stumbled	in	Ĩront	oĨ	us	when	we	were	
siƫng	at	a	dam	waiting	Ĩor	something	
to	 get	 a	 drinŬ͘	 At	 the	 head	 oĨ	 the	
mob	 was	 a	 decent-siǌed	 billǇ	 and	 as	

he	crossed	mǇ	path	at	1Ϭm	I	slung	an	
arrow	 into	him	but	 I	Ňinched͕	maŬing	
the	 arrow	go	high	 and	 in	 Ĩront	 oĨ	 his	
shoulder͘ 	 thilst	 complaining	 about	
the	shot͕	he	ran	oī	with	the	mob͕	not	
leaǀing	anǇ	blood	to	tracŬ͘	

As	 time	 went	 bǇ͕ 	 I	 was	 puƫng	
mǇselĨ	down	about	that	one	shot͘	But	
liŬe	 Dad	 alwaǇs	 saǇs͕	 ͞zou͛ll	 get	 ͛em	
neǆt	time͘͟ 	So	I	tooŬ	his	word	Ĩor	it	and	
the	neǆt	daǇ	we	sat	at	the	same	dam	
and	in	less	then	1Ϭ	minutes	we	saw	a	
mob	oĨ	billies	walŬ	in	so	I	stalŬed	in	on	
them	 ͙	 but	 theǇ	 must	 haǀe	 smelled	
me	as	theǇ	tooŬ	oī	beĨore	I	could	eǀen	

draw	mǇ	bow	bacŬ	Ĩor	a	shot͘	
ShortlǇ	 aŌer	 that	 we	 could	 hear	

some	 goats	 behind	 us	 so	 we	 staǇed	
low	 and	 Ƌuiet͘	 As	 theǇ	 walŬed	 into	
the	dam	there	were	at	 least	5Ϭ	goats	
standing	less	then	5m	in	Ĩront	oĨ	us	but	
Ŭnowing	me͕	 I	wasn͛t	 siƫng	correctlǇ	
to	draw	mǇ	bow͘	I	started	Ĩeeling	sicŬ	
and	 because	 oĨ	 mǇ	 huge	 adrenaline	
rush͕	 I	 started	 shaŬing͘	 That	 caused	
them	 to	 run	 to	 the	 other	 side	 oĨ	 the	
dam͘	 Neǆt	 to	 that	 mob	 was	 a	 nice	
ram	 so	 dad	 decided	 to	 haǀe	 a	 go	 at	
him	but	he	misũudged	the	distance	so	
his	arrow	went	ŇǇing͘	AŌer	retrieǀing	

MITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWER
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Mitchell with his amazing goat.

Dad s͛	arrow͕	we	came	bacŬ	to	the	dam	
and	guess	who	was	there͍	 It	was	the	
billǇ	oĨ	mǇ	dreams	so	both	Dad	and	 I	
stalŬed	him͘

>iŬe	 all	 billies͕	 he	 didn͛t	 mucŬ	
around͘	 He	 got	 a	 drinŬ	 and	 got	 out	
oĨ	there	͙	not	because	oĨ	us	but	 ũust	
doing	 what	 his	 instincts	 told	 him͘	 As	
he	ran	oī	I	carried	on	liŬe	a	porŬ	chop	
saǇing͕	 ͞There	 goes	 another	 one͊͟	
while	Dad	Ŭept	an	eǇe	on	the	goat	as	

he	ran	 into	a	Įeld	oĨ	boǆ	trees͘	'ood	
old	Dad	Ĩor	not	giǀing	up	as	easilǇ	as	I	
did͘	He	said	to	me͕	͞te͛ll	get	this	goat	
eǀen	 iĨ	 I	 shoot	 it	mǇselĨ͊͟	te	 caught	
up	 to	 the	 old	 billǇ͘	 He	was	 a	 bit	 less	
than	1Ϭm	awaǇ	and	 Ĩeeding	on	some	
small	mulga	bushes͘	As	he	walŬed	out	
Ĩrom	behind	a	tree	Dad	drew	on	himͶ
which	leŌ	me	a	bit	cross	as	I	wanted	to	
shoot	a	goat͕	but	then	the	billǇ	walŬed	
bacŬ	 behind	 the	 bush	 and	 started	

walŬing	out	mǇ	waǇ	so	Dad	and	I	drew	
an	 arrow	 but	 I	 thought	 to	 mǇselĨ͕ 	
͞Dad s͛	been	waiting	his	whole	 liĨe	 Ĩor	
this͖	I͛ll	let	him	shoot	it͕͟ 	so	I	waited	Ĩor	
him	to	shoot	and	I	decided	to	ũust	 let	
down͘	But	as	this	goat	started	walŬing	
to	where	no	one	could	haǀe	shot	him	
I	 wondered	 what	 was	 taŬing	 Dad	 so	
long͘	 So	 I	 ũust	 Įred	 mǇ	 arrow	 and	 I	
nailed	him	with	a	double	lung	shot	and	
as	 I	 looŬed	 oǀer	 at	 Dad	 he	 said	 he͛d	
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get	up	and	go	into	a	slow	ũog	then	into	
a	walŬ	͙	then	onto	his	Ŭnees	and	then	
into	a	sleep	he͛ll	neǀer	waŬe	Ĩrom͘	

AŌer	geƫng	a	Ĩew	photos	with	this	
Įne	 41in	 trophǇ	 and	 geƫng	 his	 racŬ͕	
we	started	walŬing	bacŬ	to	the	car	and	
as	we	were	walŬing	we	 Ĩound	 a	 ǀerǇ	
clear	blood	trail	on	the	dirt	road͘	

been	waiting	Ĩor	me	to	shoot	it͘
AŌer	trǇing	to	tracŬ	the	goat͕	I	Ĩelt	

the	same	disappointment	I͛d	Ĩelt	when	
I͛d	shot	 the	other	goat	and	pig	͙	but	
aŌer	 ũust	 randomlǇ	 walŬing	 around	
Dad	 spotted	 him	 resting	 in	 Ĩront	 oĨ	
a	 Ĩallen	 tree	 in	 the	 shade͘	 So	 I	 put	
another	arrow	 in	him͕	causing	him	to	

69	

TheǇ	saǇ	liĨe	begins	at	4Ϭ͕	and	iĨ	that s͛	true	then	the	Mount	Isa	and	District	Bowhunters	are	about	to	reallǇ	hit	their	
straps͊	The	club	celebrates	Ĩour	decades	oĨ	eǆistence	this	Ǉear	and	is	calling	all	past	membersͶalong	with	anǇ	ABA	
members	who	will	be	in	the	region	at	the	time	and	who	loǀe	a	good	shindigͶto	come	and	help	them	celebrate	this	
auspicious	occasion͘	And	what	better	waǇ	than	doing	what	we	all	do	best	͙	shooting	at	targets	with	bows	and	arrows͘	

It s͛	happening	on	Yueensland s͛	Įnal	public	holidaǇ	weeŬend	oĨ	the	Ǉear͘ 	The	inǀitation	shoot	doesn͛t	start	oĸciallǇ	
until	SaturdaǇ͕ 	September	29	but	those	who	come	earlǇ	can	haǀe	complimentarǇ	dinner	on	FridaǇ	night͘

BreaŬĨast	is	Ĩrom	6͘3Ϭ	SaturdaǇ͕ 	SundaǇ	and		MondaǇ	and	there	are	three-arrow	and	one-arrow	rounds	both	daǇs	oĨ	
the	weeŬend	as	well	as	Ĩun	rounds͕	ŬniĨe	and	aǆe͘	Kn	the	MondaǇ	an	IFAA	round	will	be	held	in	the	morning͕	Ĩollowed	
bǇ	lunch	and	presentations͘	zou͛re	inǀited͕	so	let	the	club	Ŭnow	bǇ	September	1Ϭ	iĨ	Ǉou	can	maŬe	it͘

Mount Isa birthday bash will feature bows, arrows and plenty of fun

Mitchell with his amazing goat.

I	 would	 liŬe	 to	 thanŬ	 mǇ	 Dad	 Ĩor	
giǀing	 me	 this	 opportunitǇ͕ 	 NicŬ	 and	
Sam	 Ĩor	 Ŭeeping	mǇ	 head	 up	when	 I	
was	disappointed͕	Zob	Ĩor	boiling	and	
creating	 an	 awesome	 shield	 Ĩor	 this	
Įne	 trophǇ	 and	 the	 land	 owner	 Ĩor	
leƫng	us	 come	out	 Ĩor	 the	 hunt	 and	
taŬe	home	some	wonderĨul	memories͘
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   v

Beginners͛	tips

by STEVE CLIFTON

Out of the box to shooting on the world stage 
 

Kver the many years I have been shooƟng, I have seen tons oĨ people ũoin our sport and 
spend months shooƟng ǁithout any proper guidance or instrucƟon on hoǁ to shoot their 
neǁ boǁ and arroǁs. &or neǁ shooters, I alǁays recommend spending a Ĩeǁ hours ǁith a 
good coach to get some oĨ the Ĩundamental aspects oĨ your Ĩorm designed beĨore you start 
Ĩorming habits, some oĨ ǁhich might be detrimental to your scores ;and bodyͿ later doǁn 
the tracŬ. ,oǁever, someƟmes it is diĸcult to find a coach in your area, and some clubs 
ũust don’t have anyone ǁith enough Ĩree Ɵme to help out, so neǁ shooters turn to eǆternal 
resources ;such as magaǌines and zoutubeͿ to get their inĨormaƟon. then I first started out 
shooƟng, I managed to strain my bacŬ Ĩrom very poor Ĩorm, ǁhich sƟll causes me troubles 
these days, so in this month’s arƟcle I ǁill cover a couple oĨ the most basic Ĩorm attributes 
that you should ǁorŬ on perĨecƟng early in your shooƟng career so that both your body and 
your scores ǁill thanŬ you later on͊

The	 Įrst͕	 and	 initiallǇ	 the	 most	
important	thing	Ǉou	should	worŬ	on͕	is	
geƫng	Ǉour	bodǇ	alignments	correct͘	
The	most	important	thing	to	start	with	
is	Ǉour	draw	length͘	ThinŬ	oĨ	Ǉour	draw	
length	in	a	similar	waǇ	to	how	golĨers	
would	thinŬ	about	their	club	length͖	iĨ	
the	club	was	too	short͕	theǇ	would	haǀe	
to	hunch	oǀer	 ũust	to	get	the	head	to	
touch	the	grass͕	and	iĨ	it	was	too	long͕	

theǇ	would	stand	much	Ĩurther	bacŬ/
hold	 the	 club	uncomĨortablǇ	 in	 order	
to	 be	 able	 to	 hit	 the	 golĨ	 ball͘	 This	 is	
eǆactlǇ	the	same	Ĩor	archerǇ͘	te	must		
get	our	draw	length	as	close	to	ideal	as	
possiblǇ	 earlǇ	on	 so	 that	we	are	able	
to	build	the	rest	oĨ	our	Ĩorm	around	it͘	
A	ǀerǇ	common	waǇ	to	calculate	Ǉour	
draw	length	;usuallǇ	accurate	to	within	
н-	 Ϭ͘ϳ5inͿ	 is	 bǇ	 taŬing	 Ǉour	wingspan	

measurement	 and	 diǀiding	 bǇ	 two͘	
For	me͕	 I	 haǀe	 a	 58in	wingspan͕	 and	
mǇ	 comĨortable	 draw	 length	 ;on	 a	
short	aǆle-aǆle	bowͿ	is	29͘25in͕	so	this	
method	is	ǀerǇ	accurate	Ĩor	calculating	
mǇ	 ideal	draw	 length͘	Howeǀer	when	
being	Įtted	Ĩor	a	bow͕	maŬe	sure	 the	
dealer	checŬs	Ǉour	draw	length	Ĩor	Ǉou	
;usuallǇ	with	a	low	poundage	test	bow͕	
and	remember	to	taŬe	note	oĨ	this	so	
Ǉou	can	Ŭeep	tracŬ	oĨ	anǇ	changes	Ǉou	
might	maŬe	later	with	the	bowͿ͘

BeĨore	buǇing	a	bow͕	and	especiallǇ	
Ĩor	 growing	 teens͕	 checŬ	 to	 see	 Ǉou	
haǀe	 some	 room	 to	 adũust	 the	 draw	
length	 as	 oǀer	 the	 Įrst	 Ĩew	 weeŬs	
;or	Ǉears	as	Ǉou	growͿ͕	Ǉou	will	need	
to	 tweaŬ	 Ǉour	 draw	 length	 and	 the	
last	 thing	 Ǉou	will	 want	 to	 do	 is	 buǇ	
a	new	 set	 oĨ	 limbs͕	 cams	and	 strings	
ũust	 to	get	a	 little	more	 length	out	oĨ	
the	 bow͘	 I	 alwaǇs	 recommend	 the	
cam-and-a-halĨ	 sǇstems	 ;on	 the	HoǇt	
bowsͿ	 Ĩor	new	shooters	as	 theǇ	haǀe	
a	 large	amount	oĨ	adũustment͕	which	
is	particularlǇ	important	Ĩor	some	Ŭids	
who	 can	 gain	 an	 eǆtra	 1in	 or	 2in	 in	
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stabilitǇ͘	The	ŬeǇ	to	 this	 is	Ŭeeping	all	
oĨ	 these	 items	 in	 line	 and	 oǀer	 Ǉour	
Ĩeet͕	 and	 on	 a	 photo͕	 Ǉou	 should	 be	
able	 to	 draw	 a	 line	 Ĩrom	 the	 top	 oĨ	

how	Ǉour	stance	is͕	Ǉou	need	to	ensure	
Ǉou	are	standing	up	straight͕	with	Ǉour	
hips͕	 upper	 bodǇ	 and	 shoulders	 in	
positions	that	can	help	maǆimise	shot	

draw	in	the	space	oĨ	12	months͘
The	neǆt	ŬeǇ	Ĩocus	point	is	geƫng	

Ǉour	 stance	 correct͕	 as	 the	 waǇ	 Ǉou	
stand	 and	 Ĩace	 the	 target	 stronglǇ	
inŇuences	 the	 waǇ	 the	 rest	 oĨ	 Ǉour	
bodǇ	 holds	 a	 pose	 during	 the	 shot͘	
As	with	most	 things	 in	 archerǇ͕ 	 there	
are	 diīering	 opinions	 about	 what	 is	
the	͚best͛	method͕	howeǀer	the	most	
common	stance	taught	to	beginners	is	
to	haǀe	one	Ĩoot	either	side	oĨ	the	line͕	
about	 shoulder	width	 apart	 and	with	
Ǉour	 Ĩront	 Ĩoot s͛	 toes	 approǆimatelǇ	
2in	or	3in	behind	sƋuare	Ĩrom	the	Ĩront	
oĨ	 Ǉour	 bacŬ	 Ĩoot͘	 that	 this	 causes	
Ǉour	 bodǇ	 to	 do	 is	 slightlǇ	 Ĩace	 Ǉour	
chest	 towards	 the	 target͕	 which	 will	
allow	 Ǉou	 to	 get	 Ǉour	 Ĩront	 and	 rear	
arms	 in	 comĨortable	 and	 consistent	
positions͘	 Knce	 Ǉou	 are	 happǇ	 with	

ϳ1

Out of the box to shooting on the world stage 
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Ǉour	 head	 to	 between	 Ǉour	 Ĩeet	 and	
run	 directlǇ	 through	 the	 middle	 oĨ	
Ǉour	 bodǇ͘	 IdeallǇ͕ 	 Ǉou	 would	 want	
to	 distribute	 Ǉour	 weight	 reasonablǇ	
eǀenlǇ	across	Ǉour	 Ĩeet͖	 iĨ	anǇthing	a	
little	more	on	Ǉour	bacŬ	Ĩoot	as	I	haǀe	
Ĩound	 it	 adds	 a	 bit	 more	 stabilitǇ	 to	
mǇ	 shot	 this	 waǇ͘	 zou	will	 see	manǇ	
compound	 shooters	 with	 ǀarǇing	
leǀels	oĨ	a	leaning-bacŬ	stance	;mǇselĨ	
includedͿ͕	howeǀer	I	was	neǀer	taught	
to	stand	up	straight	and	now	mǇ	lower	
bacŬ	 paǇs	 Ĩor	 it͘	 DeĮnitelǇ	 Ĩocus	 on	
Ŭeeping	 Ǉour	 Ĩeet	 and	 bodǇ	 in	 good	
alignmentͶas	I͛ǀe	mentioned͕	it s͛	the	
absolute	Ĩoundation	oĨ	Ǉour	shot	and	
helps	Ǉou	aim	better͕ 	score	better	and	
Ĩeel	better͘

The	neǆt	thing	to	Ŭeep	Ĩocus	on	is	
Ǉour	 shoulders	 and	 elbow	 positions͘	
As	 with	 the	 rest	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 Ĩorm͕	 it s͛	
alwaǇs	better	 to	get	 this	 sorted	earlǇ	
in	Ǉour	shooting	career	 than	 later͕ 	as	
I	haǀe	worŬed	with	shooters	trǇing	to	
get	 their	 Ĩront	 shoulder	 down	 ;aŌer	
Ǉears	oĨ	haǀing	it	highͿ	and	it	taŬes	a	lot	
oĨ	hard	worŬ	to	maŬe	gains	with	this͘	
New	shooters	can	get	it	right	Ĩrom	the	
start	ĨairlǇ	easilǇ͘	A	reallǇ	good	starting	
point	 Ĩor	 Ǉour	 Ĩront	 shoulder	 at	 Ĩull	
draw	 is	 to	 haǀe	 it	 lower	 than	 Ǉour	
arrow͕	with	at	least	some	gap	between	
the	 top	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 shoulder	 and	 the	
bottom	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 arrow͘	 This	 position	
helps	locŬ	the	shoulder	into	place	and	
Ŭeeps	Ǉou	as	stable	as	possible	during	
the	entire	shot	process͘	Kne	ŬeǇ	waǇ	
to	maŬe	sure	that	Ǉour	shoulder	is	able	

to	get	into	this	position	;at	Ĩull	drawͿ	is	
to	trǇ	to	Ĩocus	on	Ŭeeping	the	shoulder	
low	beĨore	Ǉou	begin͕	and	then	as	Ǉou	
draw	 Ǉour	 bow	 up͘	 BǇ	 starting	 with	
Ǉour	shoulder	low	beĨore	reaching	Ĩull	
draw͕	 Ǉou͛ll	 be	 able	 to	 Ŭeep	 it	 lower	
than	trǇing	to	adũust	 it	when	Ǉou	are	
at	Ĩull	draw͘	

The	 neǆt	 ŬeǇ	 part	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 upper	
bodǇ	Ĩorm	is	the	position	oĨ	Ǉour	bacŬ	
arm͕	 and	 the	 Įrst	 thing	 I͛ll	 mention	
is	 how	 Ǉour	 wrist	 sits͘	 Depending	
on	 what	 release	 aid	 Ǉou	 shoot	 will	
alter	 slightlǇ	 how	 Ǉour	 position	 it͕	
howeǀer	most	 people	 shoot	 a	 hand-
held	release	so	 I͛ll	address	that	here͘	
thether	 Ǉou	 are	 using	 a	 hand-held	
thumb	trigger	or	bacŬ	tension	͚hinge͛	
release	 aid͕	 a	 reallǇ	 good	 starting	
point	 Ĩor	 Ǉour	 hand	 is	 to	 haǀe	 this	
at	 a	 45-degree	 angle	 to	 Ǉour	 Ĩace͕	
with	 Ǉour	 indeǆ	 and	 middle	 Įngers͛	
ŬnucŬles	 tightlǇ	 pressed	 up	 against	
the	 bacŬ	 side	 oĨ	 Ǉour	 ũaw͘	 thile	 it	
might	 Ĩeel	 unnatural	 at	 Įrst͕	 trǇ	 to	
relaǆ	 Ǉour	 hand	 as	much	 as	 possible	
;while	 still	holding	onto	 the	 release͊Ϳ	
so	 as	 to	 remoǀe	 anǇ	 tension	 on	 the	
release	aid͕	as	this	is	a	primarǇ	cause	
oĨ	 torƋue	 and	 can	 directlǇ	 inŇuence	
where	 the	arrow	 lands͘	BǇ	anchoring	
liŬe	 this	on	Ǉour	 ũaw͕	Ǉou	are	able	 to	
haǀe	a	clean	Ĩollow-through	when	the	
shot	breaŬs	͙	which	as	Ǉou	will	learn	
is	 Ƌuite	 important	 Ĩor	 a	 consistent	
shot	routine͘	

The	neǆt	items	oĨ	importance	is	to	
ensure	 that	 Ǉour	 wrist	 is	 as	 straight	

as	 Ǉou	 can	 Ŭeep	 it͕	 Ĩorming	 a	 nice	
straight	 line	 Ĩrom	 Ǉour	 indeǆ	 Įnger s͛	
ŬnucŬle	 through	 the	wrist͕	 and	up	 to	
Ǉour	bacŬ	elbow͘	<eeping	this	area	oĨ	
Ǉour	upper	bodǇ	straight	 reallǇ	helps	
Ǉou	 Ŭeep	 a	 nice	 solid	 pull	 into	 the	
shot͕	allowing	Ǉou	to	continue	to	pull	
through	 and	 straight	 bacŬ	 aŌer	 the	
shot	has	broŬen͘	Haǀing	a	limp	or	bent	
wrist	can	maŬe	it	reallǇ	diĸcult	to	pull	
into	the	wall	consistentlǇ͕ 	so	I	stronglǇ	
suggest	worŬing	on	this	 to	Ŭeep	Ǉour	
shots	solid͘

>astlǇ͕ 	 a	 good	 position	 to	 aim	 to	
haǀe	 Ǉour	 shoulder	 at	 is	 about	 the	
same	height	as	Ǉour	nose͘	This	creates	
an	 upwards	 angle	 Ĩrom	 Ǉour	 Įngers	
to	 Ǉour	 wrist	 and	 up	 to	 Ǉour	 elbow͘	
Haǀing	 Ǉour	 elbow	 raised	 liŬe	 this	
helps	 enable	 Ǉou	 to	 be	 able	 to	 pull	
Ǉour	arm	around	as	Ǉou	eǆecute	Ǉour	
shot͕	 allowing	 Ǉou	 to	 Ŭeep	 a	 strong	
push-pull	 shot	 cǇcle	 and	 helps	 build	
consistencǇ	in	Ǉour	routine͘

HopeĨullǇ	 this	 can	 help	 new	
shooters	get	 started	with	 some	good	
Ĩundamental	 Ĩorm	 techniƋues͕	 which	
as	I	haǀe	mentioned͕	will	not	onlǇ	get	
Ǉour	better	scores͕	but	will	help	Ŭeep	
Ǉour	bodǇ	in	better	shape	Ĩor	longer͊	

<eeping	tracŬ	oĨ	Ǉour	Ĩorm	changes	
is	 essential	 in	 building	 Ǉour	 shooting	
career͕ 	 so	 I	 stronglǇ	 suggest	 taŬing	
photos	oĨ	beĨore/aŌer	Ĩorm	changes	so	
that	waǇ	Ǉou	can	see	how	things	were	
and	 are͕	 and	 re-eǀaluate	 them	 Ĩrom	
time	 to	 time	 to	 see	whether	 Ǉou	 are	
shooting	how	Ǉou	thinŬ	Ǉou	should	be͘	
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In the zoneOutsidevl
by Nils Spruitt

vv
The bunny ethic

It	wasn͛t	 the	actual	shooting	oĨ	 rabbits͕	nor	was	 it	 the	
hunting	oĨ	them͕	that	Įrst	conceiǀed	the	oǀerall	appeal	Ĩor	
the	 game	 animal	 which	 would	 later	 grow	 into	 somewhat	
oĨ	 a	 passion͘	 that	 attracted	 me͕	 eǀen	 as	 a	 small	 boǇ͕ 	
was	the	ǀerǇ	thought	and	the	ethic	oĨ	rabbit	hunting͘	The	
introduction	to	this	ethic	was	presented	to	me	bǇ	the	Įrst	
real	rabbit	hunter	I	eǀer	Ŭnew͘

His	 name	 is	 not	 important͘	Nor	 is	 the	 Ĩact	 that	 he	was	
Ŭnown	around	town	as	a	bit	oĨ	an	idler	who	liǀed	on	his	wiĨe s͛	
income	and	a	man	who	on	occasions	dranŬ	a	little	more	than	
was	 sociallǇ	 deemed	 acceptable͘	 In	 those	 daǇs͕	 both	were	
ǀiewed	in	a	dim	light	bǇ	the	maũoritǇ	oĨ	worŬing-class	people͘

that	is	important	here	is	the	Ĩact	he	was	polished	in	his	
stǇle͘	I	can	still	clearlǇ	remember	the	times	I	used	to	see	him	

driǀe	past	our	house	on	his	waǇ	to	the	dairǇ	run	ũust	down	
the	 road͘	 His	 dustǇ	 old	 sanguard	 with	 tarnished	 chrome	
and	broŬen	mud	Ňaps͕	alwaǇs	made	a	peculiar	sound	as	it	
crossed	 the	 corrugated	 cattle	 grid͘	 It	was	 a	 sound	 liŬe	 no	
other	I	had	heard	͙	sort	oĨ	 liŬe	shaŬing	a	paint	can	which	
had	been	Ƌuarter	Įlled	with	stones	is	the	best	waǇ	I	could	
describe	the	noise͘	Still͕	the	old	car	neǀer	missed	a	beat͘		

Kn	most	occasions͕	his	 :acŬ	Zussell	dog	could	be	seen	
siƫng	patientlǇ	on	the	Ĩront	seat	alongside	the	driǀer͘ 	>ooŬs͕	
howeǀer͕ 	can	be	deceiǀing	as	we	all	Ŭnow͘	I	thinŬ	that	the	
old	adage͕	neǀer	ũudge	a	booŬ	bǇ	its	coǀer͕ 	must	haǀe	been	
conceiǀed	Ĩor	this	man͘	hnliŬe	the	car͕ 	he	was	immaculate	
in	 his	 dress͘	 In	 a	waǇ͕ 	 he	 reminded	me	 oĨ	 the	 traditional	
�nglish	 gentleman	 out	 Ĩor	 a	 daǇ	 on	 Ƌuail	 or	 pheasant͘		
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toollen	trousers	were	his	norm	and	despite	their	age͕	theǇ	
were	alwaǇs	clean	and	pressed͘	 In	 the	cooler	mornings͕	a	
tweed	coat	with	matching	Ňat	cap	was	worn	oǀer	a	pressed	
long-sleeǀed	shirt	and	his	shoes	were	alwaǇs	polished͘	The	
onlǇ	thing	missing	was	a	tie͘	

He	was	not	a	bowhunter͘ 	I	Ŭnew	that	and	to	be	honest͕	
neither	was	I	at	the	time͘	Instead͕	he	carried	a	side-bǇ-side	
12g	shotgun	which	looŬed	well	cared	Ĩor	but	did	show	signs	
oĨ	age	and	usage͘	I	haǀe	no	idea	oĨ	the	maŬe	or	model͕	nor	
can	 I	 remember	what	 cartridges	 he	 usedͶonlǇ	 that	 theǇ	
were	made	oĨ	paper	and	were	not	the	more	modern	plastic	
tǇpe	we	see	todaǇ͘	I	neǀer	eǀer	Įred	that	gun	but	I	did	watch	
him	use	it	on	manǇ	an	occasion͘

Zabbits	were	ǀerǇ	common	along	the	boundarǇ	Ĩence	oĨ	
the	dairǇ	 run	 and	 there	was	 ample	bracŬen	 and	blacŬberrǇ	
in	 those	daǇs	 to	 shelter	 them͘	 I	 can͛t	 reallǇ	 remember	how	
long	it	was	beĨore	we	strucŬ	up	a	Ĩriendship͘	that	I	used	to	
do	was	discreetlǇ	 Ĩollow	him	at	Įrst͘	�ǀerǇ	time	 I	heard	the	
old	car	driǀe	past	our	Ĩront	gate	I	would	ũump	the	Ĩence	and	
ũust	tag	along	at	a	saĨe	distance͘	Call	it	childhood	curiositǇ	but͕	
in	truth	I	was	simplǇ	in	awe	oĨ	anǇone	who	owned	a	shotgun	
and	actuallǇ	used	it	Ĩor	hunting	game͘	The	onlǇ	shotguns	I	had	
eǀer	seen	were	a	couple	oĨ	old	dustǇ	singles	hanging	on	walls͘	
Zemember	this	was	waǇ	beĨore	licensing	was	eǀen	thought	oĨ͘

tith	 haste͕	 I	 would	maŬe	mǇ	waǇ	 to	 a	 ǀantage	 point	

situated	atop	a	 low	 rise	where	 I	 could	watch	him	and	his	
dog	 at	 worŬ͘	 The	 little	 :acŬ	 was	 trained	 to	 Ĩollow	 hand	
instructions	and	an	occasional	whistle͘	then	all	was	readǇ͕ 	
a	simple	waǀe	was	all	the	dog	needed	to	start	nosing	about	
in	the	bracŬen͘	The	terrier	was	not	a	chaser	nor	did	it	eǀer	
worŬ	more	than	about	3Ϭm	in	Ĩront	oĨ	the	man͘	Its	ũob	was	
simple	and	it	Ŭnew	eǆactlǇ	what	was	reƋuired	oĨ	it͘	then	a	
rabbit	was	Ňushed͕	the	dog	stopped	dead	in	its	tracŬs	until	
the	roar	oĨ	the	shotgun	soaŬed	awaǇ	into	the	surrounding	
grasslands͘	Then	and	onlǇ	then	would	it	run	up	and	recoǀer	
the	carcass	oĨ	the	rabbit	and	return	it	to	the	man͘		

This	 same	 procedure	was	 repeated	 until	 the	man	 had	
three	 rabbits	on	his	belt͘	 I	neǀer	 saw	him	eǀer	 taŬe	more	
than	three	and	I	neǀer	saw	the	dog	show	anǇ	Ĩurther	interest	
in	the	hunt	once	the	tallǇ	reached	three͘	Most	times͕	their	
hunt	neǀer	lasted	much	longer	than	3Ϭ	or	4Ϭ	minutes	and	
rarelǇ	did	theǇ	ǀenture	more	than	1ϬϬm	beǇond	the	parŬed	
sanguard͘	I	thought	this	rather	odd͕	especiallǇ	when	I	could	
oŌen	see	plentǇ	more	rabbits	Ĩeeding	and	ũumping	bacŬ	and	
Ĩorth	in	the	bracŬen	a	little	Ĩurther	down	the	Ĩenceline͘

This	 went	 on	 Ĩor	 about	 Ĩour	 or	 Įǀe	 weeŬs	 until	 one	
weeŬend	 both	 dog	 and	 man	 were	 waiting	 Ĩor	 me	 at	 mǇ	
ǀantage	point͘	I	was	onlǇ	Ǉoung͕	about	eight	Ĩrom	memorǇ͕ 	
and	stranger	danger	was	not	something	talŬed	aboutͶnot	
liŬe	it	is	now͕	at	least͘	He	strucŬ	up	a	conǀersation	with	me͕	
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on	 that	daǇ͘ 	 The	 rabbits	were	either	 too	 Ĩar	or	 running	Ňat	
out͘	The	man	shot	two	and	I	donated	mine	to	Bobbin	so	that	
made	up	 the	 three͘	 I	hunted	with	 the	duo	and	 the	 ͘41Ϭ	on	
a	number	oĨ	occasions	and	each	time	I	learned	when	it	was	
right	to	shoot	and	when	it	wasn͛t͘	The	lessons	he	taught	me	
haǀe	staǇed	with	me	mǇ	whole	liĨe͘	zou	might	asŬ	what	this	
has	to	do	with	bowhunting	and	I	would	answer͕ 	a	hecŬ	oĨ	a	lot͘		

A	competent	hunter͕ 	be	 it	using	a	Įrearm	or	a	bow͕	 is	
not	a	man/woman	who	 lets	 loose	at	eǀerǇthing	 theǇ	 see͘	
zou	haǀe	to	be	patient	and	shoot	onlǇ	when	the	moment	is	
right͘	To	this	daǇ	I	neǀer	taŬe	anǇ	more	than	I	need	although	
as	a	 traditionalist͕	bagging	more	than	 I	need	 is	seldom	an	
issue͘	Wlus͕	eǀerǇ	hunter	must	Ŭnow	their	 limits͘	 I	will	not	
draw	on	 anǇ	 game	 animal	 unless	 it	 is	 under	 25m͘	 At	 this	
distance͕	I	am	competent	with	bigger	game	and	not	too	bad	
on	small͘	I	do	trǇ	mǇ	hand	with	running	rabbits	aŬa	shotgun	
stǇle	but͕	mostlǇ	I	shoot	behind	them	and	Ǉes	I	still	do	use	a	
dog	on	occasion͘		

I	pride	mǇselĨ	on	mǇ	hunting	ethics͘		The	lessons	I	learned	
all	 those	 Ǉears	 ago͕	 taught	 to	me	bǇ	a	 complete	 stranger͕ 	
will	neǀer	leaǀe	me͘	I	do	draw	the	line	at	pressed	woollen	
trousers͕	tweed	ũacŬet͕	shirt	and	polished	shoes͘	Bush	shirt͕	
camos	and	cargo	pants	and	a	well	worn	pair	oĨ	boots	are	
more	mǇ	stǇle͘	I	do	howeǀer͕ 	own	a	Ňat	cap͘	Some	things	are	
ũust	not	meant	to	change͘	hntil	neǆt	time͘
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introduced	both	himselĨ	and	the	dog	and	asŬed	 iĨ	 I	would	
liŬe	to	accompanǇ	them	both	rather	than	simplǇ	watching	
Ĩrom	a	distance͘	I	agreed	straight	awaǇ͘

That	morning	the	hunt	tooŬ	a	little	longer	than	normal͘	I	
guess	mǇ	constant	prattling	must	haǀe	made	concentrating	
Ĩor	both	man	and	dog	ũust	a	little	harder	than	usual	but	in	
the	end	three	rabbits	succumbed	to	the	duo͘	I	asŬed	whǇ	he	
ũust	shot	three	to	which	he	replied	three	was	all	he	reƋuired͘	
Two	Ĩor	supper	Ĩor	his	wiĨe	and	him	and	one	Ĩor	Bobbin	;the	
:acŬ	ZussellͿ	as	a	reward͘	He	went	on	to	saǇ	it	was	wasteĨul	
to	taŬe	more	than	he	needed	and	disrespecƞul	to	the	rabbit	
itselĨ͘ 	 I	guess	he	could	see	I	was	a	bit	puǌǌled	bǇ	that	and	
as	we	strolled	bacŬ	to	his	car	he	eǆplained	that	hunting	an	
animal	is	also	about	taŬing	the	liĨe	oĨ	that	animal͘	IĨ	the	need	
is	 ũustiĮed	 then	 that	 is	oŬaǇ	but	 iĨ	 it	 is	based	purelǇ	upon	
want	or	desire	then	that	is	not	oŬaǇ͘

I	 thought	about	 that	 long	and	hard	until	 the	 Ĩollowing	
weeŬend͘	This	time	I	met	them	where	theǇ	alwaǇs	started	
oī	on	the	hunt	and	this	time	we	were	Įnished	earlier	than	
the	preǀious	weeŬend͘	zou	see	I	was	prettǇ	Ƌuiet	this	time	
although	 at	 one	 point	 in	 the	 hunt	 I	 did	 asŬ	 the	 Ƌuestion͕	
͞thǇ	Bobbin͍͟	It	seemed	a	sillǇ	name	to	me	but͕	when	he	
told	me	to	 ũust	watch	him	worŬ	 it	dawned	on	me͘	Bobbin	
was	a	bundle	oĨ	energǇ	as	 is	 the	nature	oĨ	 the	breed	and	
being	short	in	statue	Ǉou	ǀerǇ	seldom	saw	him	in	the	high	
bracŬen͘	�ǀerǇ	now	and	then͕	though͕	he	would	stand	on	his	
hind	legs	and	his	little	head	would	ũust	͚bob͛	up	aboǀe	the	
Ĩern	as	though	he	was	geƫng	a	bearing	or	 location͘	From	
then	on͕	I	Įgured	Bobbin	was	actuallǇ	a	prettǇ	neat	name͘

The	Ĩollowing	weeŬend	I	met	the	man	and	Bobbin	at	the	
same	place	but	this	time	I	was	handed	a	small	single-barrel	
shotgun	and	a	handĨul	oĨ	 slender	shells͘	 I	had	Įred	a	 Ĩew	
͘22s	beĨore	and	a	mate s͛	air	riŇe	but	neǀer	a	shotgun͘	This	
was	serious	business	to	me͘	He	eǆplained	the	gun	was	a	͘ 41Ϭ	
and	unliŬe	his	12g͕	it	would	be	comĨortable	Ĩor	me	to	shoot	
and	eīectiǀe	out	to	2ϬǇd	and	no	more͘	He	also	told	me	to	
carrǇ	the	gun	with	a	cartridge	in	the	chamber	but	cracŬed	
open͘	I	was	not	to	close	the	action	until	I	was	readǇ	to	shoot͘

Bobbin	went	to	worŬ	and	in	a	Ĩew	minutes	two	rabbits	
were	 Ňushed	 but	 the	 man͕	 who	 was	 walŬing	 beside	 me͕	
indicated	 the	 distance	was	 too	 great	 eǀen	 though	 one	 oĨ	
the	rabbits	propped	in	the	open͘	AŌer	a	couple	more	were	
leŌ	to	escape͕	one	ĮnallǇ	stopped	neǆt	to	a	blacŬberrǇ	bush͘		
He	whispered	to	me	to	close	the	action	which	I	did	and	to	
put	the	Ĩront	bead	on	the	rabbit͘	I	conĨess	to	haǀing	a	bit	oĨ	
trouble	stopping	the	gun	Ĩrom	shaŬing	but͕	I	eǀentuallǇ	did	
and	when	I	pulled	bacŬ	on	the	trigger	the	gun	let	out	a	roar	
coupled	with	a	small	ŬicŬ	to	the	shoulder͘ 	 I	didn͛t	see	the	
rabbit	Ňop	oǀer	but	hit	it	I	did͘	I	was	mightǇ	impressed	when	
Bobbin	deliǀered	the	rabbit	to	me͘	

te	continued	hunting	although	I	neǀer	Įred	another	shot	
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I haǀe	 been	 doing	 this	 eǀerǇ	
Christmas	 Ĩor	 the	 past	 1Ϭ	 Ǉears͘	
Straight	 aŌer	 Boǆing	 DaǇ͕	 I	 head	

out	 to	 the	 hot	 western	 Yueensland	
terrain	 around	 Thargomindah	 in	
pursuit	oĨ	trophǇ	class	pigs	and	goats͘	
At	that	time	oĨ	Ǉear͕ 	the	temperatures	
are	up	around	45	degrees	or	more͘	As	
Ǉou	Ŭnow͕	the	pigs	and	goats	haǀe	to	
come	in	to	water	͙	and	the	summer	
oĨ	 2Ϭ1ϳ	 would	 be	 no	 diīerent͘	 The	
propertǇ	owner	thinŬs	I	am	mad	but	I	
haǀe	neǀer	missed	out	Ǉet͘

MǇ	mate	BarrǇ	was	 coming	with	
me	 this	 time͖	 the	 propertǇ	 owner	
thinŬs	 he	 is	 mad	 too͘	 Because	 oĨ	
ĨamilǇ	commitments͕	we	didn͛t	leaǀe	
until	 December	 2ϳ	 so	 we	 set	 oī	
earlǇ	and	arriǀed	at	the	propertǇ	late	
aŌernoon	aŌer	 a	12-hour	driǀe͘	te	
had	a	ƋuicŬ	 chat	 to	DicŬ	 and	got	 all	
our	all	gear	pacŬed	awaǇ	then	a	Ĩew	

beers	and	an	earlǇ	night	was	in	order͘
te	 decided	 to	 do	 a	 run	 around	

all	 the	 waterholes	 ũust	 to	 see	 how	
much	 water	 we	 had	 to	 worŬ	 with͘	
DaǇlight	was	ũust	beĨore	5am	so	with	
eǀerǇthing	 pacŬed	 Ĩor	 the	 daǇ͕	 we	
headed	 down	 the	 powerline͘	 First	
stop	 was	 AĨghan	 TanŬ͘	 There	 were	
Ĩour	 gates	 to	 open	 and	 being	 in	
BarrǇ͛s	 car	meant	 I	 had	 gate	 duties͘	
;I͛m	 not	 used	 to	 doing	 this	 as	 it͛s	
usuallǇ	Heather͛s	ũobͿ͘	te	pulled	up	
bacŬ	oī	 the	 tanŬ	and	slowlǇ	walŬed	
in͘	Straight	awaǇ	I	spotted	the	Ĩamiliar	
shape	 oĨ	 a	 boar	 lǇing	 in	 his	wallow͘	
I	 signalled	 to	 BarrǇ	 then	 started	mǇ	
stalŬ	 in	with	onlǇ	one	 tree	between	
me	and	the	boar͘ 	

I	 made	 it	 to	 within	 16Ǉd	 and	
sent	 an	 KutbacŬ	 Supreme	 between	
his	 necŬ	 and	 shoulder͘ 	 He	 stood	 up	
looŬing	 at	 me	 and	 Ĩell	 bacŬ	 down͘	

He	was	not	 in	 the	best	 oĨ	 condition	
and	 his	 grinds	 were	 chipped͘	 He	
still	measured	24pt͖	not	a	bad	start͘	
I	 dragged	 him	 awaǇ	 Ĩrom	 the	water	
and	we	headed	oī	to	the	neǆt	tanŬ͘

The	 propertǇ	 owner	 had	 told	
us	 about	 a	 busted	 pipe	 out	 near	
the	 bacŬ	 boundarǇ	 ũust	 past	 thite	
TanŬ	 with	 a	 large	 dam	 that	 usuallǇ	
produces	 well	 Ĩor	 us͘	 There	 wasn͛t	
anǇthing	on	 the	 tanŬ	so	we	woǀe	 in	
and	out	oĨ	channels	trǇing	to	Įnd	this	
broŬen	pipe͘	te	came	across	an	old	
windmill	 with	 a	 Ĩew	 goats	 but	 ũust	
nannies	and	Ŭids

There	 was	 a	 nannǇ	 lǇing	 beside	
an	 old	 concrete	 tanŬ	 that	 was	 halĨ	
buried	 in	 the	 ground	 and	 she	 ũust	
didn͛t	want	to	leaǀe͘	te	walŬed	oǀer	
and	 there	 was	 a	 little	 Ŭid	 that	 had	
Ĩallen	in	and	couldn͛t	get	out͘	BǇ	the	
number	oĨ	sŬeletons	down	there͕	he	

He thinks 
I’M MAD 

DAVE 
PENDER
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at	the	end	oĨ	a	waterhole͘	At	the	neǆt	
trough	 we	 Ĩound	 Ĩour	 Ǉoung	 boars	
wallowing	 in	 the	 water͕ 	 with	 water	
splashing	 oǀer	 the	 sides͘	 BarrǇ	 tooŬ	
one	beĨore	theǇ	ran	oī͘	;DicŬ	told	us	
later	theǇ	were	maŬing	a	mess	oĨ	the	
surrounds	 around	 the	 trough	 so	 he	
wanted	them	shot͘Ϳ

te	 came	 to	 the	 last	 one͘	 It	 is	
what	 is	 called	 a	 turŬeǇ͛s	 nest	 tanŬ	
and	had	no	coǀer	Ĩor	3ϬϬǇd͘	The	wind	
was	 in	our	 Ĩaǀour͕ 	 so	we	 ũust	 slowlǇ	
droǀe	in	to	within	1ϬϬǇd͘	te	saw	two	
good	boars	come	oǀer	the	tanŬ	wall͕	
go	under	 the	neighbour͛s	 Ĩence	and	
disappear	into	the	scrub͘	te	checŬed	
out	the	spot	and	Ĩound	a	Ĩew	wallows	
so	 we	 decided	 this	 would	 be	 well	
worth	checŬing	again͘	

thile	we	were	driǀing	down	the	
boundarǇ	 Ĩence͕	 two	 more	 boars	
came	out	oĨ	the	scrub	and	ran	along	
the	Ĩence͘	Kne	was	a	good	blacŬ-and-
white	boar	about	8ϬŬg	and	the	other	
was	a	Ǉounger	one	about	6ϬŬg͘

The	neǆt	tanŬ	we	checŬed	was	one	
we	 had	 Ĩound	 during	 our	 preǀious	
trip	in	September͘ 	There	were	plentǇ	
oĨ	wallows	and	rub	trees͘	te	pulled	
up	2ϬϬǇd	bacŬ͕	checŬed	that	the	wind	
was	right͕	and	made	our	waǇ	in͘	I	was	
on	 the	 right-hand	side	and	BarrǇ	on	

and	 stared	 worŬing	 his	 waǇ	 bacŬ	
along	 the	 drain͘	 I	 slowlǇ	 walŬed	 on	
the	other	side	with	the	ǀideo	camera͘	
:ust	 as	 he	 got	 to	 the	 spot	 where	 I	
had	seen	the	boar͕ 	the	pig	burst	out	
oĨ	the	water	and	tooŬ	oī	across	the	
Ňats͘	He	 looŬed	a	good	boar	around	
ϳϬŬg	or	8ϬŬg͘

As	 we	 approached	 thite	 TanŬ	
we	couldn͛t	see	anǇthing	so	we	ũust	
droǀe	oǀer	the	dam	wall͘	As	we	droǀe	
oǀer	the	pipe	that	Ĩed	the	main	dam	
Ĩrom	the	creeŬ͕	BarrǇ	looŬed	straight	
down	and	said	there	was	a	pig	lǇing	
in	a	puddle	beside	the	pipe͘	te	Ŭept	
on	 driǀing	 another	 6ϬǇd	 beĨore	 we	
pulled	up͘	

BarrǇ	said͕	͞zour	shot͘͟ 	
I	 said͕	 ͞No͕	 Ǉou	 taŬe	 it͘͟ 	 ;I͛m	 a	

dicŬhead͘Ϳ	 BarrǇ	 sneaŬed	 bacŬ	 and	
droǀe	him	 Ĩrom	8Ǉd͘	 The	boar	went	
nowhere͘	He	measured	25pt͘

Kn	 the	waǇ	bacŬ͕	we	decided	 to	
do	 the	 trough	 run	 to	 see	 what	 was	
about͘	Kn	the	Įrst	trough	a	sow	and	
her	sucŬers	ran	oī	and	so	did	a	boar	

wasn͛t	the	Įrst͘	I	helped	BarrǇ	down	
into	the	tanŬ	;he	is	Ǉounger	than	meͿ	
and	he	 passed	 the	 goat	 up	 to	me͘	 I	
placed	 him	 on	 the	 ground	 and	 he	
ran	 straight	 oǀer	 to	 the	 water	 and	
had	a	good	long	drinŬ͘	te	ended	up	
dragging	 a	 couple	 oĨ	 logs	 oǀer	 and	
put	them	down	in	the	tanŬ	so	iĨ	anǇ	
more	 goats	 Ĩell	 in	 theǇ	 could	 walŬ	
bacŬ	 out͘	 ;That	 was	 our	 good	 deed	
Ĩor	the	daǇ͘Ϳ

te	couldn͛t	Įnd	the	broŬen	pipe	
but	 we	 did	 Įnd	 a	 tracŬ	 on	 our	 waǇ	
bacŬ͘	 I	 could	 see	 a	 green	 patch	 oĨ	
scrub	so	walŬed	oǀer	to	checŬ	it	out	
and	 Ĩound	 water	 running	 down	 the	
gullǇ͘	te	walŬed	 upstream	 until	we	
Ĩound	 the	 busted	 pipe͘	 There	 were	
plentǇ	 oĨ	 goat	 tracŬs	 and	 a	 Ĩew	 pig	
wallows	 but	 no	 game͕	 so	 we	 went	
bacŬ	to	the	car͘

te	were	nearlǇ	at	the	end	oĨ	the	
water	when	I	spotted	a	boar	looŬing	
at	 me	 as	 we	 droǀe	 past	 him͘	 I	 told	
BarrǇ	to	Ŭeep	driǀing	a	Ĩurther	2ϬϬǇd	
then	pull	up͘	BarrǇ	grabbed	his	bow	

77   

He thinks 
I’M MAD �roŬen grinds, but a good start to the hunƟng trip.



ARCHERY ACTIONϳ8

�arry and a great boar.

GST TAX INVOICE GST ABN 79 750 431 225
YES, I’d like to subscribe to Archery Action for:
Within Australia (Price includes GST & postage) Overseas (Air Mail postage)

� 1 year at $44 � 1 year at $70 AUD
� 2 years at $82 � 2 years at $130 AUD
� 3 years at $120 � 3 years at $190 AUD

My details:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name  _________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

_______________________P/Code _______Ph _____________

Email __________________________________

Please send gift subscription to:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name  _________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

_______________________P/Code _______Ph ______________

PAYMENT DETAILS (Please complete relevant
payment method):
1. � Please charge my

� Mastercard        � Visa
Cardholder name________________________
Card No.
Expiry Date ___ /___

Signature ____________________

2. � Enclosed is a cheque/money order for
$______ payable to Artemis Productions 

Archery Action
PO Box 227 ASPLEY  QLD  4034
PHONE (07) 3256 3976
FAX (07) 3256 3985

SUBSCRIPTION FORMSUBSCRIPTION FORM
GST TAX INVOICE GST ABN 79 750 431 225

YES, I’d like to subscribe to Archery Action for:
Within Australia (Price includes GST & postage) Overseas (Air Mail postage)

� 1 year at $44 � 1 year at $70 AUD
� 2 years at $82 � 2 years at $130 AUD
� 3 years at $120 � 3 years at $190 AUD

My details:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name  _________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

_______________________P/Code _______Ph _____________

Email __________________________________

Please send gift subscription to:
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms Name  _________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

_______________________P/Code _______Ph ______________

PAYMENT DETAILS (Please complete relevant
payment method):
1. � Please charge my

� Mastercard        � Visa
Cardholder name________________________
Card No.
Expiry Date ___ /___

Signature ____________________

2. � Enclosed is a cheque/money order for
$______ payable to Artemis Productions 

Archery Action
PO Box 227 ASPLEY  QLD  4034
PHONE (07) 3256 3976
FAX (07) 3256 3985

SUBSCRIPTION FORMSUBSCRIPTION FORM

POST TO:
Archery Action Subscriptions
PO Box 5124
BRENDALE  QLD  4500

PHONE (07) 3256 3976



ARCHERY ACTION

T-section͕	 I	 tossed	 up	 which	 tracŬ	
to	taŬe͘	>eŌ͕	 I	would	be	home	 in	3Ϭ	
minutes	 with	 a	 cold	 beer͘ 	 Zight͕	 I	
could	 checŬ	 the	 turŬeǇ͛s	 nest	 that	
had	 the	 two	 pigs	 the	 preǀious	 daǇ͘	
Not	liŬing	to	go	home	without	seeing	
anǇthing͕	 I	 went	 right͘	 The	 waǇ	 the	
daǇ	was	going͕	I	wasn͛t	too	hopeĨul͘	

I	pulled	up	8ϬǇd	Ĩrom	the	turŬeǇ͛s	
nest	 and	 walŬed	 in͕	 not	 eǆpecting	
much͘	As	 I	 started	up	 the	dam	wall͕	
roos	 started	 running	 oī	 maŬing	 a	
boatload	 oĨ	 noise͕	 so	 that	 stuīed	
that	 up͘	 Still͕	 I	 thought	 I	 would	 ũust	
checŬ	iĨ	the	pigs	had	been	wallowing	
that	daǇ	as	it	was	past	5͘3Ϭpm͘	

�ǀerǇthing	was	 about	 to	 change͘	
>ooŬing	oǀer	the	edge͕	all	I	could	see	
was	large	white	tusŬs	looŬing	straight	
at	me͘	The	pig	that	owned	the	tusŬs	
and	another	boar	were	sound	asleep͕	
heaǀens	 Ŭnows	 how	 aŌer	 the	 noise	
the	 roos	 had	 made͘	 The	 pigs	 were	
onlǇ	 15Ǉd	 and	 both	 were	 Ĩacing	
towards	 me͘	 It	 wasn͛t	 anǇ	 problem	
choosing	 which	 pig	 to	 taŬe	 as	 one	
had	oǀer	3in	up	both	sides͘	It	was	the	
same	boar	we	had	seen	the	preǀious	
daǇ͘	 Wlacing	mǇ	 pin	 ũust	 down	 Ĩrom	
his	 cheeŬ͕	 I	 hit	 the	 release͘	 The	
arrow͕	 with	 an	 KutbacŬ	 Supreme͕	
droǀe	 in	 through	 his	 necŬ	 and	 into	

ϳ9

shot͕	maǇbe	1ϬϬŬg	or	eǀen	11ϬŬg͘	He	
had	thicŬ	tusŬs	but	both	grinds	were	
broŬen͘	He	still	measured	26	6/8ptͶ	
not	bad	Ĩor	our	Įrst	daǇ͘

The	 neǆt	 daǇ	 DicŬ	 was	 going	
awaǇ	 so	 we	 were	 looŬing	 aŌer	 the	
water	 run	 while	 he	 was	 gone͘	 This	
meant	we	had	the	worŬ	ute͕	so	BarrǇ	
decided	 to	 sit	 on	 the	main	 dam	 Ĩor	
the	 daǇ	 and	 I	 was	 going	 out	 to	 the	
dam	where	BarrǇ	had	shot	the	Ǉoung	
boar	the	daǇ	beĨore͘	

AŌer	Įlling	mǇ	bacŬpacŬ	with	Ĩood	
and	water͕ 	I	put	in	some	camo	neƫng	
to	set	up	a	blind͘	BarrǇ	did	the	same͘	
te	wished	each	other	good	lucŬ	and	
went	our	separate	waǇs͘	

Arriǀing	 at	 mǇ	 destination͕	 I	
walŬed	the	last	2ϬϬǇd	and	set	up	mǇ	
blind	so	I	had	Ĩull	ǀiew	oĨ	the	water͘ 	
It	was	a	 long͕	drawn-out	daǇ͕	 siƫng	
there	Ĩrom	6am	till	5pm͘	Apart	Ĩrom	
roos	 and	 emus͕	 nothing	 came	 in͘	
>ucŬǇ	Ĩor	me	I	had	a	booŬ	to	read͘	 I	
considered	 pacŬing	 up	 manǇ	 times	
but	 I	 Ŭept	 telling	 mǇselĨ	 that	 theǇ	
would	come	in	eǀentuallǇ͘	

tell͕	 I	 did	 pacŬ	 up	 and	 headed	
down	 the	 tracŬ͘	 then	 I	 came	 to	 a	

the	 leŌ͘	 There	were	 about	 three	 or	
Ĩour	 sows	 and	 their	 sucŬers	 but	 no	
boars	 so	 we	 decided	 to	 wait	 a	 bit	
and	see	what	happened͘	Ten	minutes	
later	a	boar	came	in	on	BarrǇ͛s	side͕	
onlǇ	 a	 Ǉoung	 one͕	 but	 DicŬ	 wanted	
them	shot	so	BarrǇ	stalŬed	in	and	it	
tooŬ	one	arrow	and	he	was	down͘

Heading	 bacŬ	 to	 camp͕	 we	 had	
one	more	 tanŬ	 to	 checŬ͘	te	pulled	
up	 2ϬϬǇd	 awaǇ	 and	 again	 the	wind	
was	Ŭind	to	us͘	Coming	oǀer	the	tanŬ	
wall͕	 Ŭangaroos	were	 eǀerǇwhere͘	 I	
couldn͛t	see	a	thing	but	BarrǇ͕	being	
6in	 taller	 than	 me͕	 spotted	 a	 boar	
laid	 up	 in	 a	 little	 drain	 running	 oī	
the	tanŬ͘	

The	 roos	 moǀed	 oī	 ƋuietlǇ	 and	
I	 slowlǇ	made	mǇ	waǇ	 in͘	 At	 2ϬǇd	 I	
ran	 out	 oĨ	 coǀer	 so	 tooŬ	 the	 shot͘	 I	
thought	 I	 had	blown	 it	 as	mǇ	 arrow	
went	 low	 but	 it	 hit	 something	
he	 didn͛t	 liŬe	 and	 as	 he	 rose	 and	
hunched	up͕	I	had	enough	time	to	hit	
him	again	through	the	right	shoulder	
into	 the	 leŌ	 shoulder͘ 	He	went	oǀer	
the	banŬ	and	I	Ĩollowed	him͕	onlǇ	to	
see	him	Ĩalling	oǀer	Ĩor	good͘	

He	was	a	big	pig͕	the	biggest	I	haǀe	

Another good one Ĩor �ave.
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about	 4Ǉd	 Ĩrom	 him͘	 BǇ	 then͕	
another	 arrow	 was	 on	 its	 waǇ͘	 He	
was	down͘	He	didn͛t	Ƌuite	maŬe	4Ϭin	
but	deĮnitelǇ	record	class	and	BarrǇ͛s	
best	goat	to	date͘	

te	spent	the	rest	oĨ	the	weeŬ	ũust	
doing	 the	 dam	 and	 trough	 run	with	
limited	success͘	All	up͕	we	tooŬ	oǀer	
a	 doǌen	 boars͕	 three	 going	 trophǇ	
class	 and	 three	 ũust	 under	 and	 one	
record	 class	 goat	 ͙	 prettǇ	 good	 Ĩor	
siǆ	daǇs	hunting͘		

I͛m	not	sure	iĨ	I	will	maŬe	the	trip	
in	2Ϭ18	as	the	propertǇ	has	onlǇ	had	
2Ϭml	oĨ	rain	so	Ĩar	this	Ǉear͕ 	but	I͛ll	be	
bacŬ	 there	again	on	a	 summer	hunt	
one	daǇ	͙	eǀen	iĨ	the	propertǇ	owner	
does	thinŬ	I͛m	mad͘

to	taŬe	one	iĨ	it	was	record	class͕	so	
we	 spent	 the	 daǇ	 driǀing	 around͘	
tith	a	Ĩew	oĨ	the	waterholes	drǇ͕	 it	
cut	 the	 areas	 that	 held	 goats	 down	
to	 a	 handĨul͘	 te	 Ĩound	 a	 Ĩew	 that	
were	 close	but	on	 closer	 inspection	
theǇ	 ũust	didn͛t	Ƌuite	maŬe	 it͘	AŌer	
lunch	 we	 pulled	 up	 at	 a	 dam	 right	
out	the	bacŬ	blocŬs	where	we	could	
see	 two	 goats	 asleep	 in	 the	 shade͘	
The	wind	was	right͕	so	BarrǇ	went	in	
while	I	staǇed	bacŬ	a	bit	and	used	mǇ	
ǀideo͘	I	used	the	camera	to	ǌoom	in	
and	told	BarrǇ	that	one	goat	could	go	
record	class͘	

He	made	 it	 in	 to	 2ϬǇd	 and	 tooŬ	
the	shot͕	hiƫng	him	a	little	high͘	The	
goat	 ran	 straight	 at	 BarrǇ͕	 stopping	

8Ϭ

his	 ǀitals͘	 He	 came	 out	 oĨ	 his	 bed	
roaring	 liŬe	a	 lionͶwith	me	with	no	
coǀer	whatsoeǀer͘ 	>ucŬilǇ͕	he	turned	
and	went	the	other	waǇ͘	He	ran	6ϬǇd	
and	pulled	up͘	He	was	one	oĨ	the	best	
looŬing	boars	 I	 haǀe	eǀer	 taŬen	and	
measured	 2ϳpt͘	 He	 pulled	 short	 in	
the	 ũaw͘	 He	 was	 deĮnitelǇ	 the	 boar	
we	had	seen	the	daǇ	beĨore͘	It	was	so	
hot	the	pigs	were	still	wallowing	at	6	
o c͛locŬ	at	night͘

then	 I	 arriǀed	 bacŬ	 at	 camp͕	 I	
learned	 that	 BarrǇ	 had	 had	 some	
good	lucŬ	too͘	He	had	nailed	a	good	
boar͘ 	te͛d	 taŬen	 three	 trophǇ	 class	
boars	in	two	daǇs͘	

The	neǆt	daǇ	we	went	looŬing	Ĩor	
a	good	goat	Ĩor	BarrǇ͘	He	onlǇ	wanted	

�arry got his record class goat.
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�eauƟes liŬe this maŬe hunƟng in the summer heat oĨ the Yueensland outbacŬ ǁorthǁhile.

H u n t i n g  a n d  O u t d o o r s

The writer of this  
story wins a  
pack of three 
BONECRUSHER BROADHEADS 
compliments of
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This is an old story and I don’t suppose it has ever been 
told around the campfire, so I’ll share it here. Names 
have been omitted to preserve the hunter’s dignity.

Hunter came rushing into camp, out of breath, telling 
me between gulps of air that he had a cat up a tree, 
had run out of arrows and needed help to retrieve it.  
We grabbed an arrow or two and were immediately on 
our way. 
Arriving at said tree, yep, I could see there was a cat 
hiding on one of the branches. The hunter gave me his 
bow and said, “You do it.”  
“No, I said, “It’s your cat.” But he insisted … then told 
me his shoulder was sore.  
“Why?” I asked, “Did you fall down?”
“Nope,” was the reply.  He then admitted he had spent 
quite some time running at the tree trying to dislodge 
the cat.  
So in the end it was me who fell down. Laughing.
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July-August-September

Archery Alliance of Australia

SHOOT CALENDAR
2018

Date  Club     Branch   Shoot Style

July

August

30June-1 Darling Downs Field Archers * D ABA C v D Challenge
1 Macalister Trophy Bowhunters * G ABA
1 Full Boar Archers B ABA
7-8 Manning District Bowhunters * E IFAA Branch Titles
13-15 Silver City Archers * F Indoor / ABA / 3D
14-15 Dubbo 3D Archers * NSW 3DAAA
15 Freds Pass Field Archers  A 3D 
15 Katherine Archery Club  A 3D
15 Dead Centre Bowhunters  A 3D
21-22 Saxon Archery Club * C ABA
21-22 Shellharbour Bowmen * F 3D NSW State Titles
21-22 Bendigo Field Archers * H 3D Vic State Titles
21-22 Caboolture and District Bowmen * Qld 3DAAA Qld State Titles
28-29	 National	Indoor	Mail	Match	*	 Aust	 National	Indoor	Titles
    
   
   
4-5	 North	Burnett	Field	Archers	*	 C	 Traditional	Shoot
4-5 Namoi Valley Field Archers * E ABA 
4-5 Benchmark Marked Distance Shoot * NSW 3DAAA
5 Boola Valley Field Archers * G IFAA
11-12 Yorke Peninsula Field Archers * I ABA/3D
12 Penrith City Archers * NSW The Nepean Pairs Handicap
12 Dead Centre Bowhunters A IFAA Field
12 Full Boar Archers  B ABA
18-19	 Barambah	Field	Archers	*	 D	 ABA	Celebration	Shoot
18-19	 Southwest	Slopes	Sporting	Field	Archers	*	 F	 ABA/3D
18-19 Bendigo Field Archers * H ABA
18-19 WA Field and Bowhunters * J 3D/ABA
18-19 Twin City Archers * Vic 3DAAA State Titles
18-19 Collinsville Barebow Hunters * B ABA
25-26 Kurrimine Beach Archers * B ABA
25-26 North Albert Field Archers * Qld 3DAAA
26 ArcherySA—TBA * SA State Clout



FULL COLOUR ANIMAL TARGETS

PHONE (07) 4685 2266    FAX (07) 4685 2378
EMAIL info@action-graphics.com.au

Also ABA Aussie field, IFAA animal, field, hunter, 
five-spot and indoor, FITA and 

novelty target faces

www.archerytargets.com.au

SHOOT CALENDAR

ARCHERY ACTION 85

Black type shows ABA events, green type represents Archery Australia events and blue type denotes 3DAAA events,
ABA national events are in red. Shoots marked with an * are cross-participation events

  
1-2 Emerald Archery Club * C 3D
1-2 Tully Bowmen * B ABA
8-9 Gloucester District Archers * E 3D Branch Titles
8-9	 Mallee	Sunset	Field	Archers	*	 H	 Traditional/IFAA
8-9 Mornington Peninsula Bowmen * Vic 3DAAA
9 Macalister Trophy Bowhunters * G ABA
9 Full Boar Archers B ABA
9-10 Towers Bowhunters * B ABA
22 Penrith City Archers * NSW PCA September QRE
22-23 Charleville Field Archers * D ABA Gold Cup
15-16 Wagga Wagga Field Archers * F ABA Branch Titles
15-16 Lilydale Bowmen * H ABA
15-16 Break O’Day Field Archers * H ABA
15-16 Southern Yorke Field Archers * I ABA/3D
15-16	 Swan	Hill	Archers	*	 H	 Traditional
22-23 Gladstone Field Archers * Qld 3DAAA
23 Freds Pass Field Archers  A ABA
23 Katherine Archery Club  A ABA
23 Dead Centre Bowhunters  A ABA
29-30 Cessnock Archers * NSW 3DAAA
29-30 Mackay and District Bowmen * B ABA Qld State Titles
29-30 Silver City Archers * I Branch Safari ABA

September
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
 
  General Secretary ABA  Renewal��r
  PO Box 5124  New Member  r
  Brendale Qld 4500  

� Phone (07) 3256 3976  
         ABA Membership Nº: ...........................  

I, (full name)  ..............................................................................................................    (M-F) ....................

of (street # & name) ........................................................ (town-city) ..................................... (p-code) ...........

Postal address (PO Box #)............................................ (town-city) ...................................... (p-code) ..........

Phone number ...........................................................  Date of birth ...../...../.....  

Email address.........................................................................

do hereby wish to make application for membership of the Australian Bowhunters Association Inc (ABA), and 
if accepted, do undertake to conduct my/our membership in accordance with the Constitution, Rules, Policies 
and Code of Ethics of the ABA. Additionally, I/we acknowledge that Field Archery and Bowhunting are shooting  
sports conducted in the natural environment which can impose inherent risks and this application is made in 
full recognition of the Association’s requirement for responsible and ethical behaviour. I/We undertake to do all 
in my/our power to preserve the good image of the sport and ABA. I/We understand that members breaking the 
Code of Ethics and/or ABA’s regulations may be subject to sanctions as per the Constitution.

I am a member of .......................................................................................................... (Club)

       Signature of Applicant__________________________________
I enclose the required fees of $................                                                 
I, the applicant above, also wish to make application for membership of ABA (Inc) on behalf of the following 
persons, who are members of my family and reside at my address:
Full Name of Applicant Male-Female ABA Number Date of Birth

__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________

I am prepared to accept the responsibility for the above applicants who are under the age of 18 years, until they 
attain such age.
Parent-Guardian Signature ____________________________ ABA Number if Applicable: _________________

The Australian Bowhunters Association Inc reserves the right to refuse, suspend or terminate the membership of any person 
whose conduct contravenes the Constitution, Rules and Policies of Association of the ABA. Failure to provide information 
sought or supply of incorrect information may result in application being rejected.

RENEWALS and/or Advance Memberships for existing members  
 12 months 3 years in advance
Adults    $65 $185    
Juniors-Cubs    $45 $130 
Families   $140 $390
New Members (12-month membership including joining fee)
Adults $90  
Juniors-Cubs  $70    
Families $185  
PENSIONER DISCOUNT: Deduct 10% from fees listed. 
Quote Pension Benefit Card Number: ...............................................................

All fees include GST
Note: Dates of birth must be shown for all persons listed. Club name must be shown. Family membership 
applies only to parents and their children under 18 years of age. Separate single membership must be taken 
for children over 18 years. Couples without children under 18 years also pay separate single membership. In the 
case of family renewals, state ABA membership numbers. If insufficient space, use additional form.
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M’ship #s Allocated

Receipt Number

Computer Entered

M’ship Forwarded

ASSOCIATION 
USE ONLY

Card Number 6                                                                    
   

 

r Visa
r Mastercard

Expiry Date (mm yy)  

NAME OF CARDHOLDER (print)

 Signature
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Preferred method of receiving 
Archery Action
r��digitally online
r��hard copy (mailed)

 Post completed form to:
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