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BOWFISHING OF CARP OPENS FOR CONSULTATION 
 

The NSW Government is seeking feedback on new rules for bowfishing for carp in 
inland waters across the State, with a discussion paper released today for public 
consultation.  
 

Minister for Agriculture Adam Marshall released the paper and said bowfishing was a 
popular activity that could be also used to help remove carp, a noxious pest fish 
species from NSW waterways.  
 

“The fishing community has asked me and the government to have a discussion about 
allowing bowfishing of carp and we’ve listened,” Mr Marshall said.   
 
“With the right regulation, bowfishing can be an effective technique that fishers can 

use to help rid our waterways of this pest which is widespread throughout the State.  
 
“We’ve now opened the consultation period, which is the first step in progressing 
potential rule changes and I encourage interested parties to give their feedback and 

enter the discussion.  
 
“We will also consult the Recreational Fishing NSW Advisory Council and other 
Government and non-government stakeholders throughout this process to ensure the 

activity is conducted safely and sustainably.” 
 
The public consultation period is open until Monday, 12 April. For more information 
and to provide feedback, visit the NSW DPI website 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/commercial/open-for-comment.  
 
Mr Marshall said a successful 18-month trial of bowfishing for carp in inland waters 
was conducted in 2016 and 2017 had shown the technique could be safe and effective.  

 
“Two-hundred bowfishers took part in the trial program and safely harvested more than 
700 carp from waterways across the State,” Mr Marshall said.  
 

“The Trial Program and its subsequent review identified that bowfishing is a safe and 
sustainable fishing technique.” 
 
Currently, bowfishing comes under the definition of spearfishing in the Fisheries 

Management (General) Regulation 2010 and therefore can be lawfully undertaken in 
the same areas as spearfishing, which is currently prohibited in inland waters.  
 
To assist with ongoing education and awareness around the rules and regulations 

governing the activity, a Bowfishing Guide would be developed by NSW DPI Fisheries 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/commercial/open-for-comment


and bowfishing stakeholders.  
 
Fisheries officers would regulate the activity with support from NSW Police. 
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