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“Prior to an Official Shoot, all equipment shall be checked by the Shoot Director and/or delegates to 
ensure that equipment complies with the requirements and that the equipment is in good order and 
repair”  (ABA  ‘Rules for Shoots – National Field Archery Games, Rule 16, paragraph7)

Who Can Complete a Bow Check?
The Shoot Director is the sole person responsible for the administration of bow checks.
The Shoot Director has the prime responsibility for selecting appropriate personnel for completing 
bow checks.  
Bowcheck should be completed, where possible, by an accredited coach or senior archer with a good 
understanding of the requirements of safety and bow division equipment.  

Elements of Bow Check
1.  To ensure that an archer’s equipment complies with basic safety requirements.  This 

includes, but is not limited to,  inspection for faulty limbs/laminations, missing circlips, 
frayed strings and/or cables, 

2. To ensure that an archer’s equipment complies with the equipment specifications for the 
division that they intend to shoot.

On successful completion of the Bow check the archer will be presented with a receipt that he/she 
has successfully completed the Bow Check requirements.  This may include an indicating adhesive 
(sticker) attached to the archer’s equipment or the signature of the ‘bowchecker’ on the archer’s 
registration or score card.  It is this ‘receipt’ that the archer requires showing they have completed 
bowcheck successfully.

Actions for Failure at Bowcheck
1. Should an archer’s equipment fail any safety element of bow check, the bowchecker must 

not complete the bow check or provide a “completed bowcheck receipt”.  The bow checker 
must request the archer complies with the safety requirements and then resubmit the bow 
for rechecking.  Wherever possible, in the case of multiple bowcheckers, the bow must be 
presented to the same bowchecker.  (Bowcheckers must note which archers they have 
‘failed’ to ensure correct resubmission)

2. Should an archer’s equipment fail any element of a “compliance with division” check then 
the bowchecker will explain to the archer the reasons for the ‘failure’ and provide the archer 
with two options;

a)  the archer should change the equipment so that it complies with the division  
      required, or,
b) the archer should change to a division for which his/her equipment complies
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Requirements for Bowcheck
All archers must present their equipment, including arrows, for bowcheck.  It is a mandatory 
requirement to compete in any competition that an archer’s equipment has successfully completed 
an official bowcheck.

An archer that has not completed a satisfactory bowcheck shall be disqualified from the 
competition.

It is solely the responsibility of the archer to comply with the bowcheck requirements.
Should an archer experience equipment failure during the competition and chose to change his/her 
bow or arrows, these must be presented to the Shoot Director, or his delegate, for bowcheck.

Please note:  Successful completion of bow check does not safeguard an archer from protest in 
relation to the equipment he/she is using.  
It is always the responsibility of the archer to ensure that the equipment that they use is safe and 
complies with the rules and regulations of the Australian Bowhunters Association or the 
International Field Archery Association as required. 

Grievances
Should an archer present for bowcheck and be dissatisfied with the outcome of the bowcheck they 
may present their equipment to the Shoot Director for further scrutiny.  The Shoot Director shall 
ensure that they communicate with the ‘bowchecker’ to ensure they understand the reasons for the 
failure.  
The Shoot Director has the final decision as to whether equipment complies or non-complies with 
the Rules for Shoot.

Bow Check Equipment:
It is important that the personnel completing the bow checks have the correct equipment to ensure 
that they are able to complete the checks accurately and professionally.  The following is a list of 
essential equipment with which to complete bow checks.

• Bow square
• Ruler that measures inches and centimetres (at least 12 inches)
• A tape measure
• Notebook
• Pen/pencil
• Stickers/dots for indicating completed bowcheck
• IFAA Rule Book 

- Section D – Equipment (page 32)
- Section E – Shooting Styles (pages 32 to 36)

• ABA Rule Book 
- Rule 6. Definitions (pages 2, 3 &4)
- Interpretations (pages 16, 17 & 19)
- Addendum 8 – National Sighted Round (pages 22 & 25)


