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THE AUSTRALIAN BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION INC

SA BRANCH

NEWSLETTER

Edition 4: September 2009
A THOUSAND PARDONS!

Last edition I inadvertently reported that our Branch Controller, Phil Watkins, achieved a Gold and a Bronze medal at the National Safari. This is incorrect. PHIL WON TWO GOLD MEDALS. Sorry mate, don’t know where that one came from.

WELCOME DARRYL

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Darryl Ward from Silver City Archers to the Branch Committee. Darryl has volunteered to fill the vacant position of Risk Management Officer. He has implemented a new Risk Management process which is user friendly and will help to ensure your safety on the range. Please give him your fullest co-operation. Darryl can be contacted by phone 0458514586 or email darryl.ward@det.nsw.edu.au
AND WELCOME CHERYL

Cheryl Holmes, also from Silver City Archers, has volunteered to fill the Score Recorder’s position vacated by Peter Dickinson due to injury (not archery related). Thank you Cheryl and welcome to the Branch Committee. I’m sure you will do an excellent job. Cheryl can be contacted by email sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com
Or phone 0447892647

Thank you Pete for your efforts, I’m sure we will all miss your dry humour at 
presentations (although I hear a comeback maybe in the offing).
FLYERS FOR STATE TITLES

Nomination forms for BOTH the State 3D Titles and State Safari are included with your newsletter. 

The State 3D Titles form is light green and has a picture of an elk on it. (Clever aren’t I?) This needs to be returned to Cheryl Holmes as soon as possible as the event is now only a few weeks away.

The State Safari form is pastel yellow and should be returned also to Cheryl by November 1st. Please don’t confuse the two forms. Payment can be made by cheque or money order. Do not send cash through the post.

 Late entries will be accepted but may not be eligible for a medal.

BRANCH SOCIAL WEEKEND

It’s on again November 28th and 29th and if you have never been before then do yourself a favour. It’s a great way to unwind after a busy season. Try your hand at bow fishing or just kick back with an ale or two. The choice is yours and it’s incredibly cheap. I also hear that Santa may make his customary visit for the juniors and cubs although I’m sure the adults enjoy him just as much. 

The enclosed booking slip is white. Please return it to me with payment by 1st November.

3D in the Hill - October long weekend.
 Hi everyone the preparations for our first tilt at a State Titles for some time are going well. The Range Captain and President have been out setting a brand new course that incorporates uphill, down hill, across gullies, flat and treed shots on our new range area. Most can be set from max to the allotted minimum distance so we can really mix the shots up. It will be a challenging course as is fitting for the 3D state titles but should still cater for all levels and abilities. (I am sure there will be a certain Mallee Sunset shooter who will remain nameless that would be a bit nervous given the number of areas on our wall of fame / shame after the last shoot)
 Broken Hill has several other activities on the October long weekend so accommodation will be at a premium - book early. We cannot formally have camping at the range as we do not have water or showers. However anyone wanting to help our members with overnight security of the 3D targets is normally welcome (if you get my drift) - just bring your own drinking water.
 We have borrowed the free welcome BBQ tea idea on the Friday night from the highly successful Leigh Creek shoot and David Lee will be catering. Please indicate on your registrations if you be there for that. There will likely to be a knife and axe event as well on the Saturday afternoon. We hope to the regulars who make the run to the hill as well as new shooters to enjoy our hospitality and a unique shooting experience.
 Darryl Ward
 President SCA

BRANCH 3D RAFFLE

Tickets are now on sale to raise funds for much needed 3D targets. 

First Prize: 20 litre wine keg complete with tap and stand.

Second Prize: Free nomination to all SA Branch events for 2010 for one person.

Third Prize: Pair of Egyptian Bath Towels.

Tickets are $1 each, 6 for $5, 13 for $10 or $60 for a book of 100.

They will be on sale around the shoots or you can order them from me C/- PO Box 187 Williamstown SA 5351. Please include a stamped self addressed envelope for the return of your tickets.

Thank you Frog for donating first prize and Paula for third. 

You love shooting them, please help us to maintain them for you.
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SHOOT HIGHLIGHTS

I don’t usually do write ups on ABA events but there were a few highlights from the Leigh Creek shoot that deserve a mention.

Sheridan Hanemann left her bow on one of the target butts and was lucky, before she had even noticed, not to have it shot by a competitor in the following group who let one go a tad high.
Frog scored a 299!?! with his new bow. I believe this is a first for ABA competition. Don’t know how he did it. Ask him!

Merv Oakley shot a 390 with his new bow. Nice!

Mychal Lee shot a personal best with his recurve. I hear his Dad wants some coaching!
Alan Davies shot a big PB (386) and the top score for the weekend (1502) with his new bow. Also cost me $1.50 and a new nock! Watch out for this kid. He is a con artist as well as brilliant! Not that I bet with him or anything, I just reward him for shooting well.
Promising junior Joel Alcorn from Outback Archers posted a nice 300+ on Sunday morning. Well done mate!

My peep rubber slipped off on target 17 just as I was about to release causing me to shoot low and spoiled a hot round. Awwwwwwww!
ARCHERY EQUIPMENT

It is up to every individual competitor to make sure that your equipment conforms to ABA specifications and that you nominate in the correct division. Specifications may vary between ABA and other archery organizations so what holds for one may not hold for the other. Please refer to the ABA and IFAA shoot rules. They can be found on the National website and every new member is now issued with a copy. Copies can also be accessed via your club committee. If your equipment does not conform then you may be reclassified into another division at the discretion of the Shoot Director.
ARCHERY ACTION
Hopefully you have all read the brilliant coverage Mallee Sunset received in Archery Action magazine. Contrary to popular belief I wasn’t scratching the crown jewels in the centre of the candid group photo.  I was actually holding my bow which can’t easily be seen!

Well done to Frank Ciampa for an excellent article and for his kind words on my behalf. I didn’t know that I was such a nice bloke!  Great story mate!

PLAYFORD DISTRICTS NEW HOME

After years of uncertainty and months of turmoil Playford Districts Field Archers has finally been given the go ahead to occupy it’s new club grounds at Medlow Road. While it will take some time before the club is fully operational, we can all look forward to the club hosting it’s first official ABA shoot in March next year. May this be the first of many.
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PERPETUAL TROPHIES

If you were one of the skillful few that received one last year in either Field or 3D Titles then it’s time to think about getting it back for representation. If you do not intend to defend your title then please return your trophy to your club ABA Rep or contact me to arrange collection. Otherwise bring it to the event. Thanks.
LIMESTONE COAST 3D SHOOT CANCELLED

I regret to inform that the 2 day 3D shoot due to be held at Naracoorte on October 24th & 25th has been cancelled by the club. We hope to have them back on the calendar soon.

SITUATION BECOMING VACANT

Next June seems a long way off yet but I’m giving notice now that I will not be continuing as Branch Secretary beyond the 2010 AGM. I feel that I will have fulfilled my promises to Field Archery 

by then and it will then be time to fulfill my promises to my wife Cheryl.

So I’m conducting interviews for a replacement. If you can turn on a laptop, use a photocopier and enjoy going to the shoots then the job is easy. Both laptop and photocopier come with the job.  Unfortunately the pay is non-existent but you do get a free weekend in Brisbane once a year. If you are interested then I would be more than happy to show you what is involved. 
SHOOT CALENDAR:
September 19th & 20th
Border Bowmen Inc, Bordertown, SA
BACON BUSTER CHALLENGE

& 2 day ABA Paper
Bring an old arrow!

Nominations to Melissa Waters

Ph: 0414825295
e: waters_mel@hotmail.com
Or Ashley Blackwell

Ph: 0417805469

e: ashpaula@sa.chariot.net.au
October 3rd @ 4th
STATE 3D TITLES
Hosted by Silver City Archers Inc,

Broken Hill NSW

2 days of exciting 3D action.

Nominations and fees to 

Cheryl Holmes by 18th September. 

Ph: 0447892647
e: sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com
November 14th & 15th
STATE SAFARI & FIELD ARCHERY TITLES
Knife and Axe Championships

Craft and Photographic Display

Hosted by

Mallee Sunset Field Archers Inc, Redcliffs, Vic.

Nominations and fees to 

Cheryl Holmes by 1st November.

Ph: 0447892647

e: sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com
BRANCH SOCIAL WEEKEND

Roonka Scout Camp

Blanchetown

November 28th & 29th
All Welcome

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

NOT GOOD ENOUGH?
Heard a comment at a shoot recently that some of the locals wouldn’t play because they thought that they weren’t good enough! How can you expect to improve if you don’t play?

Sorry, but the ABA game is designed so that everyone plays against others of similar ability and no-one gets demoralized. Grades are allocated after your first Paper grading round. Sure we all have a crap day but I’d rather be out there shooting badly than not shooting at all. I only ever compete against myself and if I can get near my PB or maybe even better it then I’m a happy camper. Don’t expect to shoot Freestyle scores with your longbow after a week or two on the practice butts!

Field archery is fun and there for the enjoyment of all participants. I started in C Grade with a recurve, then went to a compound which I shot barebow for several years before being lured to the “dark side”, had a brief try out in Freestyle Unlimited and at present shoot Bowhunter Unlimited. The recurve gets a run now and then (I use it for bowfishing) and I also have a longbow which hopefully will see more daylight in years to come.
If you are prepared to pick your bow up more than once a fortnight then you will improve steadily and you may happen to collect a trophy or two along the way. Archery cannot be perfected overnight. It takes years of discipline, dedication and practice to get to the top level but that doesn’t mean you can’t have a lot of fun along the journey.

See you ALL at the State Titles.

Deadline for next edition: December 1st
Copy to me c/- abasa01@hotmail.com
Or PO Box 187 Williamstown 5351

