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BRANCH RECOGNITION AWARD to MEL and STEVE!

By unanimous agreement this year’s award goes to Mel and Steve McDonald for providing the use of their magnificent “Wirraparinga” range for a series of Branch events including a State Titles in recent years. The range was also made available at short notice to replace a shoot cancellation. 
Steve prepares the target lanes pretty much on his own and Mel does the catering and food preparation (with a little help on the day). All proceeds go to the Branch.
The property itself is picturesque, rolling hills with patches of native bush land providing a great variety of shots and even a couple of floating targets on the dams. Steve has cleverly engineered these for arrow retrieval with a set of cables and pulleys. While you are waiting your turn check out the views of the Adelaide plains and St Vincent’s Gulf. Awesome!

 It is an experience not to be missed just to walk around this magic place. If you haven’t done so then be quick. The shoot here in February will be the last. The property is being prepared for sale and Mel and Steve will be off on their great adventure.
Please make every effort to attend so that we can show our appreciation of everything that they have done for us over the years and make this a celebration that they will remember on their journeys.

Thank you Mel and Steve and Bon Voyage! May the toss of the coin bring you back this way some time.

START YOUR OWN ARCHERY CLUB.

If it’s just too far to your nearest club then why not start one up of your own?

Merv Oakley has just done so at Minlaton. The Branch would be delighted to have venues in the  Riverland, Clare Valley, Gilbert Valley and Barossa districts. There are financial packages of up to $1000 available subject to Branch and National approval. All you need is a few mates and the willingness to make it work. 
TARGET CARDS
Most of us carry a set of cards showing the new coloured targets. This is fine and allowed within the rules. But they must not be marked in any other way. You are permitted to carry any notes you want to provided they are exact excerpts from the official rules of shoot. The notes must be separate from and not written on the target cards. The onus is on you to know the rules. “I didn’t know.” is not an excuse.

NATIONAL SAFARI 2012

MALLEE SUNSET FIELD ARCHERS

April 6th to 9th
Nominate online via National Website

www.bowhunters.org.au
JUST BE THERE!

SAFARI POLO SHIRTS
If you are going to the Nationals and would like the latest trendy archery apparel to wear on the day then contact the lovely Marilynne Maynard on 0350242592. 

TRADITIONAL PEG

Yes folks, we are going down that road again. The Hunter Peg is being revisited but not for you if you have a compound bow. This time it is just for traditional bow styles i.e. longbow and recurve.

Maximum distance is 30 metres. If you want to shoot this format at Branch level then please make this clear when you nominate and shoot from the Green pegs. We will not be providing an orange peg until there is sufficient demand. I did this with my recurve a couple of times and really liked it.

DISABLED DIVISION

To maximize participation by all members of our community it is important to help provide access to persons with a disability to our sport of archery. There will be limitations for many disabled archers especially those with physical disabilities which make it difficult for them to move around our field ranges.
It is proposed that the Disabled Division would be split into sighted and unsighted divisions and further divided into 3 classes depending on which peg the archer nominates to shoot from.

Classes of disability are Intellectual (either hereditary or acquired), Physical (Amputation, paralysis, deformity, dwarfism, cerebral palsy), Behavioral (ADD, ADDHD, ODD, Autism, Aspergers), Multiple (two or more of the above). 
A carer may assist the archer but may not coach or advise on distance.

So if you have friends or family members who may fall into this category then ABA are preparing to accommodate them.

3D FORMAT TO REMAIN
Following the World 3D Titles there was some discussion that ABA revert back to IFAA format for 3D competition. The matter was discussed at the National AGM and it was decided to continue with the current and popular 20 Target 3 & 1 Arrow format. This will be a relief to all who played the old IFAA game at branch level several years ago which consisted of two 14 Target 1 Arrow rounds (only 28 shots for the day!). Having said that, you may encounter 2 arrow rounds or other variations as the Match Committee may decide. This may well happen at the National Safari so be prepared to do things a little differently now and then.
ADIOS AMIGOS
I have just received notice from Darryl Ward up at Silver City that he has received a transfer in his employment to Albury on the Murray River in New South Wales. This will come as a shock to many of our members who saw Darryl as a future Branch Controller. Also this means that most of us will not even get a chance to say goodbye.
Mate thank you ever so much for all of your efforts, not only as President at Silver City, but also for your valuable contributions at Branch level as Risk Management Officer and SCA Representative. Also thank you for your excellent competitiveness and sportsmanship. Hopefully you will find a club nearby and this will continue at Nationals in years to come.
Mikaela you will be equally missed. You have grown into a fine young lady that we all enjoyed sharing time with and we look forward to following your successes in future. 
Goodbye, Good Luck and Good Shooting  to you both.

URGENT HELP REQUIRED!

The Branch is in urgent need of a Risk Management Officer to cover the loss of Darryl Ward. The job is quite simple since the adoption of the National Risk Management Policy so all the hard work has pretty much been done for you. Your job would be to liase between club rmo’s and Nationals and to assist clubs with their annual Risk Management audit requirements. If you attend most shoots and don’t mind sitting in on meetings then please help out. We need someone to start as soon as possible.

Contact me as below.

AND THAT’S NOT ALL FOLKS

We still require volunteers to take over from Phil Watkins (Branch Controller),

Mel McDonald (Treasurer) when they sell, myself (Secretary) because I need time out, and there may be one or two others once the elections roll around again in 2013. Branch activities cannot continue unless these positions are filled.

It’s your turn now. Without volunteers there is no game to play. 
DEHYDRATION
Well the hot weather is here as some of us found out on the Saturday of the State 3D Titles last November. We all need to take extra care or ourselves and each other in such conditions. Dehydration is the term given to excessive loss of body fluids. This can be caused by a number of factors. The one that concerns us all here is prolonged physical activity with sweating without consuming adequate water especially in a hot &/or dry environment. We can lose around a litre of fluid per hour just through perspiration. Valuable electrolytes are also lost. The elderly, the unfit, children, and people with existing medical conditions such as high blood pressure or diabetes are particularly at risk. Excessive consumption of alcoholic beverages also increases the risk as alcohol itself causes dehydration. 
Symptoms include thirst, headache, dizziness, spots before the eyes, vomiting, cramps, delirium, fainting and in extreme cases, death.

Treat by giving small amounts of fluids often. If the patient shows signs of fainting call for medical assistance immediately.
Prevention is simple. Check the colour of your urine. If it is clear or pale yellow in colour then you are okay. If it is dark yellow or amber DRINK WATER! Sports drinks are also okay although some contain a lot of sugar. Carry enough water with you so that you can have a health swig every couple of targets. Try to stay in the shade as much as possible. Also wear a hat and loose clothing. These should be light in colour.  Dark colours absorb more heat. White or pastel colours are best for summer. If we all take these precautions then we can continue to enjoy our sport without any dramas.
BRANCH 3D TITLES

“We did it!” Playford committee members heaved a sigh of relief as the State 3D Titles for 2011 drew to a close.

The Herculean task of finishing off the clubhouse facilities and preparing two ranges had seemed impossible six months ago but a handful of willing workers managed to pull it all together and in spite of the heat on Saturday the event turned out to be an outstanding success. I believe that there will be an article in Archery Action reporting the weekend in full so I won’t elaborate too much here and I won’t start naming names because there are just too many.
We all know how proud we all felt that day and thank you everyone who contributed. You are all really special.
Highlight for me was the slideshow from the Dahn World Field Archery Championships presented by Claus Williger on Saturday night. The stunning images of archers doing what they love to do were projected onto the clubhouse wall. The musical accompaniment created a magical atmosphere. I loved it!
What a fabulous asset to the club this building is and deserves to become the focus for ABA in South Australia.

Look forward to the State Titles here in 2012.

I must mention Darryl Ward who acted as Branch Controller. I’m sure we all enjoyed his camaraderie at the presentations. Sorry it will be his last!

Nicely done and thank you.

Also thanks to Steve and Mel McDonald who did the scoring in Cheryl’s absence.

Perpetual Trophy Winners were:

Cub Barebow – Jack Gaston
Junior Barebow – Mikaela Ward
Junior Sighted – Tristan Greenwood
Recurve – David Lee

Longbow – Brian Mifsud
Ladies Barebow – Mel McDonald
Mens Barebow – Steve McDonald
Ladies Sighted – Lesley Ruddiman
Mens Sighted – Geoff Blesing

Veteran Sighted – Marilynne Maynard
Congratulations to these and all of the Division winners. Thank you to our raffle prize donors, Archery Mart and Gawler Outdoor & Fishing Supplies and to Playford members who donated prizes. Thank you to all who attended.

Got something to sell or a story to tell?

Copy for next edition by 21st March please.

Edited by Bryan Brettig

PO Box 187 Williamstown SA 5351

0419289963

abasa01@hotmail.com
UPCOMING SHOOTS:
SA BRANCH LOCATION SHOOT

ABA 3D & ABA Paper
11th & 12th February 2012
Bow check  9.00 am for Start 10.00 am 
Mel & Steve’s Wirraparinga Range

Para Wirra Road, Cockatoo Valley.

Adults $30, Cubs/Juniors $15, 

Family $60
Meals, snacks & drinks available for purchase.
Nominations to Cheryl Holmes

0447892647  or email sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com
Please indicate meal requirements to assist with catering.
Meals will be available from dinner on Friday.

 You are welcome to camp over on Friday & Saturday night.
MEDLOW ROAD OPEN WEEKEND

Playford Districts Field Archers Inc

Medlow Road, Smithfield.

March 10th & 11th 2012
ABA Paper & ABA 3D

Adults $30, Cubs/Juniors $15, 

Family $60
Catering provided (please indicate meal requirements when nominating), Camping on course permitted.

Nominations to Steve McDonald
Ph 08 85246068 or email msmcdonald.au@gmail.com
