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YOU WIN SOME……….
In a strange twist of fate, the SA Branch has lost one of it’s member clubs but not the one expected.

Murray Mallee Field Archers at Murray Bridge looked like losing their grounds but were offered a compromise and still occupy their current tenancy although in a somewhat limited capacity. The club is now restricted to using their open field area as a target range but can no longer have target butts situated in the mallee scrub. This is a pity but far better than nothing.
Club president Bill Thomas would like to extend heartfelt thanks for a job well done to remove the old ranges and set up the new shooting area on the day of the working bee. Without the help of Steve and Mel McDonald, Rolly and Marie Willats, Frank, Jo and Tom Dennis, Roger Waight, Paul Gaston and Bryan Brettig the task could not have been completed. 

All members are welcome to contact Bill if you would like to shoot the new range.

YOU LOSE SOME!

The Branch Committee has been advised that Limestone Coast Community Archers club at Naracoorte has been disbanded due to lack of membership. 

Some of us had the opportunity to shoot there in 2008 and were looking forward to doing so again. Unfortunately this will not happen. 

If the last three years as Branch Secretary has taught me anything it is that A.B.A. is very much a volunteer organization and relies heavily on every member to contribute, not only by way of subscription, but also by doing whatever possible to help out from club level right up to the National Executive.

Without the clubs there is no Branch and there is no sport. Don’t let this happen to your club!
NEW TARGETS A BIG HIT!

Everyone who shot at Mel and Steve’s on February 14th I’m sure would agree  that the new targets were a resounding success. Although the Group 1’s took their customary hammering we believe that replacement stick on centres will soon be available which will extend the life of the set considerably so expect to see them at every paper shoot on the Branch calendar.

GRAND MASTER (or should that be MISTRESS)? 

Branch Ladies Barebow Champion, Mel McDonald, shot a Grand Masters score on Valentine’s Day. 
Congratulations Mel and many happy returns. We believe this is a first for a female archer in Branch competition.

But if her run continues will this make her a Grand Master or Grand Mistress?

Look out Steve, she may be cracking the whip sooner than you think!

NEW BRANCH COACH
The Branch is glad to welcome Merv Oakley to the position of Branch Coach. He brings a wealth of experience to the Branch Committee and I am confident that he will do an excellent job.

Thank you to Warren “Frog” Spry who  held the position prior to Merv. Frog worked conscientiously and effectively to train and accredit coaches for clubs within the branch during his term of appointment.

Merv can be contacted by phone: 0427211145 or 0882655586
Or email: merv_and_sharon.oak@three.com.au
AND WHILE WE ARE ON THE SUBJECT………
The Branch Annual General Meeting will be held this year on Saturday evening June 12th beginning at 7.00pm at the Mallee Sunset Field Archers clubrooms. All members are welcome to attend. Positions becoming vacant this year include Branch Controller and Secretary. These jobs are not intrinsically difficult but do require a degree of dedication and a willingness to attend meetings as required. Please contact Phil Watkins or myself if you are interested in any of these positions. The term of office has been reduced from four to two years. All Branch members  are welcome to nominate. I will not be standing for re-election nor nominating for another position. I promised my wife Cheryl that I would complete my four year term and then stand down from all committee work so that we could do some travelling while still young enough to do so. My term will be complete at this year’s AGM. Time for some fresh faces and new ideas. Please consider.
NEW BRANCH BOWHUNTING INSTRUCTOR
I am glad to announce the appointment of Mark Turnbull to the position of Branch Bowhunting Instructor. Mark will replace Merv Dannefaerd who has left the Branch to reside in Melbourne due to family commitments. Thank you Mark for taking on the job and thank you Merv for your efforts during your time in the position.

Wags will continue in his customary role as Branch Field Rep. Thank you mate!
STATE TEAM 2010 by Merv Oakley
Dear Member, I have taken over the position of Branch Coach from the previous Branch Coach, Warren Spry. Frog as he is known to you all, did an excellent job and he will be a hard act to follow. Frog and Jenny went all over the state and were great ambassadors for the coaching side of the sport. Frog ran a Coaching course which qualified a number of new club coaches within the Branch. I will also do the same again this year. However I will have to go to Queensland at the end of May to renew my branch coach Qualification to be able to run the course.
A number of shooters will be shooting in their grade at the Nationals at Charleville this Easter 2010. If you are intending to go and would like to shoot as a member of the S.A. State Team, could you please ring me or email on the address below.

Remember you must have a current grading to qualify.

When you contact me could you also give your shirt size. Team Shirts will cost you about $30.00. Thanks,

Merv Oakley, PO Box 114, Ingle Farm, 5098
Tel. 0427 211 145

Email. merv_and_sharon.oak@three.com.au
SUCCESS AT LAST FOR CHRIS!

Longstanding Border Bowman Chris Barratt overcame severe physical discomfort to add his name to the prestigious State ABA Barebow Championship shield narrowly edging out last year’s winner Steve McDonald.

A smaller than usual field contested the titles which had to be put forward due to unseasonal heat. This didn’t detract from the quality of the field however and high scores were posted in all divisions including another “perfect” by State Sighted Champion Geoff Blesing, his second 400 for the season.
Geoff also became the first SA archer to achieve Grand Master status in both Sighted and Barebow divisions. Congratulations Geoff!

Mel McDonald continued her stranglehold on the Ladies Barebow Division while Karen Connolly had a real fight on her hands to take home the Ladies Sighted trophy.
Other Perpetual Trophy winners were:

Bianca Agenbag, Tyler Raymond, Mitchell Harvey and Phil Watkins.

Frog demolished the competition in both Knife and Axe events.

BOWHUNTING AWARDS

Wags maintained his grip on the title of Bowhunter of the Year with another top hunting effort including three new state records and four best of species. Nathan Collihole was awarded Junior Male Bowhunter of the year. Hunting awards were also presented to Brett Garner, Billy Kuskoff, Merv Dannefaerd and Paul Gaston.
Brett Garner shot the most hares and Wags the most rabbits.

3D RAFFLE WINNERS

The 3D raffle was drawn at the Safari.

Lucky winners were:

1st Steve Hurley

2nd Bryan Brettig

3rd Jan Watkins

Thank you to all who bought tickets and a big thank you also to Frog who donated the keg and to Paula Blackwell who donated the towels. I hope you all enjoy shooting the new 3D targets already purchased from the proceeds.

BOW FISHING IN N.S.W.

It is currently illegal to hunt for carp with a bow and arrow in the NSW section of the Murray-Darling system but this may all change with a little help from you.

Go to the ABA website, log onto the Forum, go to the Hunting section, see “Bowhunting carp in NSW”. Get the details and write to the Minister. It won’t take long and it would be great to hunt carp there as we already do in SA.
If you don’t have access to the internet:
Mr Steve Whelan MP

Level 33 Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

Sydney NSW 2000 

VISITORS ON COURSE
While we are always keen to encourage visitors to our clubs in the hope that they may eventually join in the fun, there are certain procedures that need to be observed.

I have it on good authority that while there are no insurance restrictions, aside from common sense, on visitors to a club, it is at the discretion of the Shoot Director or President if they are allowed access, accompanied or otherwise, to the range. This would depend on physical layout, ease of access, safe tracks, suitable footwear, etc, etc.

But unless a club has their own Public Liability Insurance Policy, and it is specifically allowed in that policy, they should never allow a non ABA member to participate in the normal business of the club i.e. shoot a bow.

BRANCH 3D FORMAT

Following a letter received by the Branch Committee, the format of ABA 3D archery within the Branch was discussed at length at a special meeting convened in December 2009 for this express purpose and again in February this year.

It was unanimously agreed by the Branch Committee that the existing format be retained with the only proviso being that every shot presented be fair and reasonable in a real life situation.

It was felt that the introduction of the Hunter peg late last year would give archers of lesser ability or using traditional gear an alternative to shooting the longer distances thus minimizing the risk of arrow breakage.

Due to the minimal interest in the Hunter peg thus far, the Green peg will be used as the Hunter peg in Branch competition 

(both 3D and Paper) instead of setting a separate  Orange peg. This may be revised in future if the format becomes more popular. Clubs remain free to set an Orange peg if they choose to do so.
Please refer to the National ABA Website for full details on the Hunter peg.

COMING EVENTS:

May 15th & 16th
SILVER CITY ARCHERS Inc

Broken Hill, NSW

ABA Paper & 3D

Nominations to Cheryl Holmes

sa_scorerecorder@ hotmail.com

or phone 0447892647

June 12th & 13th
MALLEE SUNSET FIELD ARCHERS Inc
Milewa Rd, Redcliffs, Victoria
ABA Paper & 3D

Nominations to Jan Watkins

wattoshouse511@bigpond.com
or phone 03 50242015

July 10th & 11th
OUTBACK ARCHERS Inc

Leigh Creek, SA

ABA Paper

Nominations to Jo Hickey

outbackarchers@bigpond.com
or phone 0438816289

COPY DEADLINE for next Edition

Please have all copy to me by 15th June 2010. Thank you.

Bryan Brettig – Editor

PO Box 187 Williamstown SA 5351

abasa01@hotmail.com
FOR SALE: Release Aid

Tru-ball Pro Diamond Extreme black. 

Abbey Archery new price $199.95

Make me an offer. Bryan 0419289963
FREESTYLE UNLIMITED ACCESSORIES FOR SALE

Package comprises:

Easton X7 Long Rod 30” with weights

Yamaha adjustable V Bar mount

Pair of Side Bars 10” with weights

S & S Super Target Sight 8” extension black with lens

K300 Target sight black with lens and level

Fletchmatic index finger rope release aid with wrist strap.

All in excellent condition. 

Grab the lot for $250 or near offer. Bargain!

Phone Bryan 0419289963 
