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STATE TITLES POSTPONED

An unseasonal early heat wave has caused the postponement of the State ABA Field Archery Titles due to be held on the weekend of November 14th & 15th.  The event will now be held on December 5th and 6th weather permitting.

If you nominated and can still attend, your nomination will stand. If you now cannot attend and have paid fees you will be refunded in full. If you could not attend in November but can now do so then please contact the branch score recorder by phone 0447892647 or email sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com 

RECORDS TUMBLE AT BORDERTOWN
Two of the Branch’s finest took full advantage of near perfect conditions to register perfect 400’s. This is the first time that this has been achieved in Branch competition and amazing that it was done by both on the same day.

Geoff Blesing started things off with 400 in the 3 arrow round. He followed this up with 396 for a 796 total which is a new State Record.

Ralf Kling joined the party with his first 400 in the 1 arrow round.

Congratulations to you both!

IMPORTANT INSERTIONS!

Sounds a bit rude but it’s not really.

Included with this newsletter is the 2010 Branch Shoot Calendar for you to keep and stick on the fridge door. On the back is the Branch Contact List so feel free to use it should a need arise.
For the first time we also enclose a mini Branch Financial Report which will show you where your shoot fees go. The Branch Shoot Fees are determined each year at the Branch AGM. They apply to shoots held within the SA Branch only. Other Branches have their own fee structure and distribution agreement with their member clubs. Except for State Titles, around half goes straight back to the host club. The rest is used for trophies for State Titles, administration costs, National AGM & Re-accreditation Seminar expenses (mandatory requirement of ABA and partly subsidized by them), targets for all Branch competitions, etc. No-one on the Branch Committee receives any remuneration whatsoever for attending Branch competitions. Every dollar you spend goes back into the sport in some way. If you would like to view the entire report please see your club ABA representative or yours truly.
BRIDGE OVER TROUBLED WATERS.
It saddens me to report that Murray Mallee Field Archers at Murray Bridge have been evicted from their club grounds by the Department of the Environment and Heritage. It was planned to hold our opening shoot for 2010 there to rekindle interest in the club. This will not happen.
All club property must be removed by 31st December. MMFA have only four members.

The Branch Committee is calling on all members to give the club a hand on Sunday December 13th from 8.30 am onwards. Trucks, trailers, vans, utes, anything that can carry a target bale would be most welcome. Give Bill Thomas a call on 08 85311294 if you can help out at any other time.
Please come and lend a hand. 
IT’S THAT *@#!ing TIME AGAIN!
ABA Subscriptions are due December 31st so make sure you renew by the due date or risk paying renewal fees. There is an option to pay for either 5 months or 17 months so the choice is yours. This is to bring membership into line with the Association financial year. It also removes one expense from the festive season in future years. Renewal forms can be found in Archery Action magazine. Please remit to the address on the form, not to me.

A MESSAGE FROM THE BRANCH CONTROLLER

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who attended shoots in the branch this year, and also the clubs for hosting the events. Without the input of clubs and competitors we wouldn’t have the sport we do, Keep it up.

2010 is around the corner. The next National Safari is at Charleville, and the IFFA Titles will be at Orange.

There has been a change of due dates for ABA Fees. They will come in line with the financial year so keep an eye out for this in your Archery Action magazine.
At the branch AGM in June 2010 we will be looking for some new committee members. These positions are now a 2 year term, not 4 years as was in previous years so, if you’re interested in furthering the sport, think about a position on the Branch Executive. It would be great to see some new faces with fresh ideas.

NOW TO THE SERIOUS STUFF

At one shoot this year I was confronted by an ABA member on a number of issues

· The Branch executive get paid to go to shoots, i.e. Fuel & accommodation

· The branch only pays the clubs $2 per shooter

In reply to these points 

Firstly     NO member of the S.A. Executive Committee gets paid to attend shoots. We all pay the same fees as every other ABA member.

Secondly I have asked that the breakdown of fees be attached to this newsletter and if you have a good look at it you’ll see the clubs get very near ½ the fees and in some instances the club gets more than the branch. 

These accusations came from an independent ABA member not in an ABA affiliated club, so he was badly misinformed on the administration of the branch and it’s affiliated clubs. Hopefully this will set the records straight as far as our branch goes and there will be no more miss-information flying around. I would like to add that every branch in Australia is different and what goes on in other branches doesn’t necessarily happen here.

IN THE FUTURE  
DO put suggestions or grievances in writing and get it to the S.A. Secretary. The matter will then be discussed and any appropriate action promptly taken.

DO NOT confront me or any other committee member after a shoot when highly intoxicated.   Thanks.

On behalf of the Branch Committee I wish you all a very safe and happy Christmas and New Year.

Hope to see you at the first shoot in 2010. The new colour targets have been ordered and hopefully, they will be ready for this. It promises to be an exciting year. 

Cheers 

Phil Watkins

 S.A. Branch Controller.

RULE CHANGES for 2010

Several rule changes came into effect as a result of the National AGM. These changes are voted on by delegates from all over Australia as well as the National Executive committee members. In some cases they may not reflect the recommendations of this Branch but we are all obliged, as members of the association, to abide by the rules. 

ARROWS: It is the archer’s responsibility to ensure that his/her arrows conform to manufacturer’s specifications. The old 50lb/125gr/12” fletching rule for bare bow shooters has gone (EXCEPT FOR LONGBOW SHOOTERS!)

THE BIG “C”: The C Zone has been extended out to the fur line bringing Paper targets into line with 3D. No score on legs below the body line or horns. No splitting hairs over that one. Should be popular I reckon!

NEW FULL COLOUR TARGETS: Yes folks, the long awaited colour targets will be used in Branch competition in 2010. A set (the first in Australia) has been ordered and we are hoping to have it in time for the first shoot. 

HUNTER PEG: After a two year trial at National Safaris it has been decided to introduce a Hunter Peg. The peg shall be fluorescent orange and will be set at a distance between the yellow “Cub” peg and the green “Junior” peg but not exceed 35 metres. Up to four kneeling shots can be set. The four categories are Hunter Longbow (traditional equipment only), Hunter Recurve (including non-conforming longbows &/or equipment), Hunter Compound (barebow) and Hunter Sighted (all sighted archers irrespective of style or equipment). There are no grades or classes. Scores will not count for current Branch Perpetual Trophies.
These Rules should be read in conjunction with the ABA Rules of Shoot which can be downloaded from the National Website www.bowhunters.org.au 

GOLD AT BROKEN HILL!
The gold rush was on and there was plenty up for grabs as Silver City Archers hosted their first Branch 3D Titles on the October long weekend. Two demanding 3D courses had been set and I must say that the animals looked stunning and lifelike set up in the rocky desert terrain although Bundy Bear looked a bit out of place! 
The 3D event is after all meant to be a novelty event that anyone can win on the day. Uphill, downhill, across gullies, broken ground and a swirling gusty breeze all made scoring difficult and there was more than an ego or two dented not to mention the ever growing pile of broken arrows. I overheard Hans say that he went through over a dozen of his beautifully handcrafted sticks. Longbow shooters are a tough breed! 
By Sunday afternoon the cream had risen to the top and after count-backs aplenty the booty was accordingly distributed.  The rest were left to lament on what might have been….!

Thanks must go to Darryl Ward and his crew, way too many to mention individually but what a fantastic club effort! Take a bow guys!

The catering division led by David Lee deserves a special mention right from the free feed on Friday night. The hot chili was just what I needed. The candlelight dinner on Saturday night was a really nice romantic idea. It was a pity that the wind was so cold. Talk about three dog night! There was only one dog within miles and she was a bitch! Coal miners know how to keep warm. For the rest it was drink port or freeze.
Branch I Perpetual Trophy winners and 3D Champions for 2009 are:

Billy Kuskoff : Mens Barebow

Mel McDonald : Ladies Barebow

Ralf Kling: Mens Sighted

Cheryl Holmes : Ladies Sighted

Andrew Foden : Recurve

Hans Mulder : Longbow

Alan Davies : Junior Sighted

Mitchell Harvey : Junior Barebow

Mikaela Ward : Cub Barebow

Robin Hamence : Veteran Barebow
Ralf Kling was also presented with his Grand Masters Award for three consecutive paper scores of 780 or better. Congratulations to the above and to all medalists.

IT’S A BOY

Logan Joseph Blackwell chose Paula and Ash to be his Mum and Dad on 20th October 2009 at 6.18pm.

He is a bonnie lad weighing in at 3.03kg, is 48.5cm long and is looking forward to playing archery with us all.

Make him feel welcome!

UPCOMING SHOOTS:
NEW ABA TARGET UNVEILING
Paper Grading Round

Sunday 14th February 2010

Bow check  9.00 am for Start 10.00 am 
Mel & Steve’s Wirraparinga Range

Para Wirra Road, Cockatoo Valley.

Adults $15, Cubs/Juniors $8

*B.Y.O. Picnic Lunch and Drinks*
Nominations to Cheryl Holmes

0447892647  or email sa_scorerecorder@hotmail.com
Help is needed on Saturday to set the course. You are welcome to camp over on Saturday night.

MEDLOW ROAD OPEN WEEKEND

Playford Districts Field Archers Inc

Medlow Road, Smithfield.

(Note new venue!)
March 6th & 7th 2010
ABA Paper & ABA 3D

Adults $28, Cubs/Juniors $15
Catering provided, Camping allowed.

Nominations to Rona Foden
Ph 0422170699 or email afoden@hotmail.com
*********************************For Sale: BOW PRESS – heavy duty, bench mounted. Suit any bow type.

$120 o.n.o. Phone Peter 0428118999

Got something to sell or a story to tell?
Copy for next edition by 21st February please.
Edited by Bryan Brettig
PO Box 187 Williamstown SA 5351

0419289963

abasa01@hotmail.com
