
 

 

 

                           

 

                                                       



Controllers Report 

Well the 2012 has officially started and many clubs are up and running and attracting 

new members to enjoy our sport. The NNSW Branch Executive has decided to 

implement a few new things for the members and clubs to enjoy.  The first is the change 

to the Cub & Junior awards. We feel that clubs were not getting involved and rewarding 

the young ones by nominating them for Branch recognition so we thought we should 

change the name and format for this award. The Controllers Award is the new name and 

I have placed the info in the Notice Board section in this Newsletter. 

The other change is that we are going to enforce the 2 hour rule for clubs holding shoots 

on the same weekends that clubs hold Branch Invitation shoots.  The other thing I felt 

needed addressing was the poor attendance at some clubs and we needed to do 

something to help those clubs by introducing an incentive to travel.  The Treasurer has 

agreed to give $1000 to the club that travels and supports our Branch Invitational 

shoots and more information on this will be sent out to clubs as soon as we work out the 

formula. 

The other Executive has added a report so you can keep up with the changes and see 

what you might be missing out from the clubs notice board. We are expecting clubs to 

print out a copy and leave it on the table or canteen bench.  The members then can keep 

up with the decisions and rule changes that affect all of us. If I visit a club after this 

newsletter has been sent out to the President or Secretary and it’s not visible then I will 

be extremely disappointed. The members Elect us to do our jobs but it all stops when it 

gets to the clubs executive and all the rule and information changes don’t get to the 

grass roots members 

It saddens me to hear that someone was shot with an arrow and has been killed or 

seriously injured let alone a child, but this has been the case over the last 2 months.  To 

shoot a bow in your back yard is not condoned by ABA and if you are to do so I would 

think that all safety concerns have been meet. Too many people have bows and don’t 

want to be a member of a club but it won’t be long before laws are changed and Archers 

are treated like the gun owners with rules and restrictions. I know many ABA members 

find it frustrating when UN educated people do things to affect our sport but the 

message isn’t getting out into the community about what a club can offer to help teach 

people how to be safe and handle a bow and arrow correctly. 

In finishing I look forward to catching up with everyone around the clubs and please sit 

and have a chat as I would like to hear your thoughts. 

 

Thanks 

Peter Fairhall 



Notice Board 

: Discussion took place re encouraging clubs to attend branch shoots.   

The branch introduces an incentive scheme of up to $1000.00 (Subject to branch funds being 

available) for Northern New South Wales Branch clubs for attending Branch run shoots. 

Guidelines are in the process of being listed. 

: Western Plains Archers are back into the NNSW branch. 

: Cross Participation Events  

As at December 2011 ABA insurance does not cover non ABA members for more than 3 months. 

As per section 5, item (N) of the constitution. This does not apply to former ABA members. As a 

result of apparent conflict and confusion we need ABA to formulate better & clearer guidelines. 

: Club ABA accreditation  

It was moved that all clubs take steps to become accredited in 2012. The process is straight 

forward simply apply in writing to the branch secretary to have your club accredited. Preferably 

at your branch shoot. The appropriate branch executives will then go through the accreditation 

process. 

: September IFAA shoot  

he September IFAA shoot has been awarded to the Tuggerah Club.  

 

 

: Branch Shoots  

(if Available) will be awarded to BB archers along similar guidelines to the 390 

patch awarded to sighted shooters.  To be eligible for placing awards at branch shoots you must 

complete the weekend’s program. To be graded or qualify for the 390/370 patches you must 

complete the 3 arrow and 1 arrow rounds.  

 

: The list of juniors:  
Jake Collins SAS, Emma Avard HB, Kai McGlashen AVFA, Jayden Huckstadt AVFA. 

 

: The list of Cubs  
Alexander Voorwinde Tuggerah, Trinity Scala Tuggerah, Kelsey Hodgins HB, Georgia Hogkins 

HB, Matilda White HB, Ethan Wilkinson HB, Lucy Wilkinson HB, 

 

: Annual Branch Sponsorship of Cub and Junior  

Only a few names were submitted for the scholarship from clubs this year. This is very 

disappointing as this is an opportunity for clubs to reward their young archers and for Branch to 

acknowledge them. After Long discussion on how to improve this award it was decided to 

change it in favour of a Controllers award for Cubs & Juniors. All executive members would have 

an input in who wins the award. 

The Junior & Cub winners will be announced at the Kempsey shoot in February so all 

nominated members please try to attend the Branch shoot. 



Notice Board Continued 

 
: Branch Policy Document for Hosting Branch Shoots  

To add to the existing ABA rules for clubs hosting Official shoots an extra Branch Policy 

document has been drafted. The policy document has been brought in to help clubs meet 

minimum standards to host a successful shoot with the comfort of the members being the 

utmost importance. 

: Shoot Flyers  

It was suggested that shoot flyers contain meeting reminders and menu items plus costs as 

supplied by the host club. 

: Difficulty in getting information out to members that want it. Communication to grass roots 

members is continuing to be a problem. In an effort to overcome this problem, it was moved 

that minutes will be added to the branch newsletter in PDF format. The news letter can then be 

downloaded from the ABA website by all who want it and Branch will send one directly to the 

clubs. 

 : Branch ABA Reps meetings need to be more productive.  NNSW Branch ABA Rep meetings 

will be held on the Friday night of the nominated branch shoots at the host club. The months of 

the meetings are to be March, May, August & November.  Clubs need to ensure that their elected 

ABA Rep’s are in attendance. If needed clubs should be prepared to assist with costs of 

attendance. 

 

: NNSW Branch logo competition  
 To be finalised by Branch AGM so the winning design can be voted on. The Branch has given a 

financial reward for the member who can design a logo that reflects our great Branch. 

 

: NNSW Branch Shoots 

No clubs to hold club events or working B’s if there is a Club hosting a Branch 

Invitational shoot within 2 hours drive from that club. 
 

: ABA supports new clubs 

ABA has a support package of up to $1000.00 for a new ABA club starting up. 

Contact your Controller for info. 

 

: Assistant National Measurer         : National Risk Management Officer 

  Gary Pit                                               Bruce Kelleher 

 

: No bubbles are allowed in sights for BH U  

 

: Traditional Peg is now allowed at club levels and the new format will be sent out to 

clubs. 

 

: ABA has accepted the Disabled division.  Clubs and Branches can now give out 

medals. 



Northern NSW Risk Management Update 
February 2012 

 

Over the past few months I have been sending out to all KNOWN club Risk 
Management Officers the beginnings of a programme that will allow your club to asses 
its safety level. Yes I can hear some archers moaning & complaining about something 
else to do when all they want to do is shoot arrows. Yes that’s what we all want to do & 
do it for as long as we can or as our body permits (in some cases). We do not want 
Government departments interfering & restricting the sport we love. So a little pro 
activity at club level will ensure our clubs are as safe as we can make them. Over the past 
couple of months there has been a bit of bad press in particular the sad loss off life due 
to an arrow hitting a young child. The best thing we can do as a Branch/club is prove we 
have a safe environment at our clubs. We cannot affect people outside of our association 
but we should certainly be influencing people within our association about Archery & 
Safety & I hate to admit it but our insurers too. If we suffer claims through injuries we all 
suffer from increased premiums as well as having an injured member. Not Good  
We currently have WorkCover heavily involved in our working lives. What we do not 
want is a SportCover scenario watching over all that we do with our sport. We want to 
be as much as possible self regulating of our sport. You only have to remember what 
occurred at the National Life Saving carnival on the Gold Coast in 2010. The results of 
the inquest maybe far ranging. We’ll wait & see what occurs. 
Creating a safe club is not hard. Those clubs with a Risk Management Officer already are 
half way there in having someone keen enough to raise their hand & say I will do it. All 
that is needed know is for the rest of the club members to get behind the Risk 
Management officer & complete the simple checks & Risk Assessment that I am sending 
out. 
Remember guys keep it safe & we keep our sport.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                        
                                                                                       



NNSW Score Recorders Report

Northern New South Wales Score recorder 

 

Hi everyone, 

 

Happy New Year to all and welcome to a new year of Archery. 

 

From my point of view as the Branch Score Recorder, I have a few needs and a few wants.  

My first need would be that our members pre-nominate for the branch shoots in a timely 

fashion. The Thursday night before is not quite good enough. The more notice I have the 

better for me to begin organising shoot groups and address any issues with membership. 

 

Secondly, it would be a great help if you know your shooting division when you come up to 

register. Morning registrations can get a bit hectic and the smoother it goes, the quicker I can 

have the shoot groups organised to get the shooters on the range. Please check your divisions 

with club coaches and at bow checks. 

 

One important aspect of being the Score Recorder is to be able to read your names on the 

score sheets. A printed name is much easier to read and this allows quicker processing of the 

score sheets. Your score sheet is to be signed and counter signed at the end of the shoot. By 

signing your score sheet, you agree with the scores as added up on the sheet. So, please, 

check your scores. 

 

An area, set aside to the flow of members going to and from the ranges, is needed so that 

scores can be entered into the scoring program without interruption. This will reduce the 

possible entry of incorrect scores. 

 

The supply of 240V power for the printer is much appreciated. I have an inverter and a good 

battery as a back-up if needed, but so far, I haven’t had to use it. I thank the clubs for their 

help and support for the supply of power. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone again and to meet our new members. 

 

Best regards 

 

Yours in Archery 

 

Geoff Edwards 

NNSW Branch Score Recorder 

   

                                                                   
                                                                              

                                                                              Geoff Edwards  



 

A note from the NNSW Treasurer.     
 
When Peter asked me to write an article for this newsletter my first thought was “What for? What I do is 

so boring no one would want to read it....” 

But, nevertheless, he wanted me to, so here it is. 

 

What does the NNSW Treasurer do? 

 Well like all the other Committee members, I try to attend all the Branch Shoots and help out where I can. 

 I’m the one responsible for taking your hard earned cash at registration and making sure I have 

change in the tin if you don’t have the correct money. 

 I then have to count the money received at each shoot and work out how much the host club is to 

receive. Currently each host club receives 25% of the takings. But, if it is a 3D shoot $5 per shooter is 

deducted from the overall amount taken before the 25% rule is applied (this is to help pay for the 

repairs/replacement of the Branch 3D targets). Are you bored yet..... 

 All of the Branch expenses have to be approved for payment by our Controller (Peter) or myself and 

another Committee member (if Peter wants to buy something). If it is something worth a lot of money 

all Club Reps have to approve purchase at our Branch meetings.  

 Once approval is given I write the cheques and get Peter to co-sign them. This happens at Branch 

shoots or, because Pete is in Gosford during the week, when I go into the Indoor to “practice”.  

 I bank all money as soon as I can – we bank with the Commonwealth in case you didn’t know... 

 At the end of each month, when I receive the bank statement I do a bank reconciliation using MYOB 

and print reports that I give to Peter and file. I also work out how much GST we have received and 

paid and either send a cheque to ABA or let the ABA National Treasurer know how much is owed to us 

(are you still with me....).  MYOB makes it easier to keep accurate records of all the Branch Income 

and Expenses and print reports as needed. It also makes it easier for our Independent Auditor (Alan 

Hurley and Associates) to do our audit report (which I send to National ABA Treasurer).   

 I also keep track of any Grant money we are given – making sure we know the balances at any given 

time. 

 All up, I guess I spend about 5-10hrs per month working on the Branch finances (depending on the 

time of year – our financial year is May – June). I try to always be available to answer questions on the 

Branch Finances and usually have a copy of the latest bank rec and statement with me at Branch 

shoots if you are interested in having a look.  

Well, hope I haven’t bored you to tears. Feel free to contact me if you have any questions. My contact 

number is 0448 200 078.  I can’t always take calls during my work hours (8am – 3.30pm Mon – Fri) but will 

let you know and call you back later. 

 

Cathie Munns 

 
 



 

Secretary’s Report Feb. 2012 

Twelve months ago I offered to take on the position of secretary NNSW branch of the ABA. With 

hindsight this was probably not the cleverest thing I have ever done, taking over from somebody with 

many years experience is bad enough, but considering that the previous secretary operated at a very 

high level, it was a decision thwart with danger. 

Thanks to Lynne & the rest of the Exec. I have survived 12 months. That time has been challenging, 

enjoyable, interesting & frustrating.  

There are approximately 800 members of the NNSW branch, making us the second largest branch in 

ABA. We have a budget approaching $19.000.00 all this makes for a fairly large organization, all run by 

volunteers. At Exec. meetings 6-7 of us sit down to discuss aspects of running our branch, often we all 

have different ideas on the same subject. So anybody who thinks it’s just a “yes sir” group would be very 

wrong. Some really exciting things are on the agenda for Branch E. 

Communication continues to be my only real source of frustration. The previous Secretary was at one 

stage reduced to tears, whilst I have had the male equivalent. Most clubs have answered my plea for 

contact details, Thanks everybody. We get about 12% of our members turn up at Branch shoots and the 

bulk of our budget comes from the same shoots, so these shoots are not just good fun they are vital for 

the life of our branch. Four times a year we hold ABA Reps meetings which gives clubs a formal avenue 

to discus issues they feel should be raised. All ABA members should be made aware of what the Branch 

and or ABA are doing, for this to happen we need clubs to advise members and in turn the members to 

advise clubs how they feel about things. Clubs then advise their ABA reps who, in turn raise the points at 

reps meetings. It has surprised me how nothing is raised at the meetings but later around the various 

campfires you hear comments about what “THEY” should do or not do. I am never quite sure who they 

are. But by the tone of the conversation I think it is anybody who is not at that particular camp fire. I 

think we are all ‘They” to somebody else, so by inference we are all in this together. Please make sure all 

information is available to all members and members please let your club know what you want from 

Branch E. 

Only the other day I heard a club member complaining that the branch hadn’t done the right thing by 

their club. Surprisingly the branch had nothing what so ever to do with the perceived problem and 

national couldn’t do anything because the club hadn’t responded to the request for more information. 

In closing let me say I hope to continue on the executive for a few more years provided you the member 

will allow me. 

Cheers 

Mike Potter  

NNSW Branch Secretary 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The following minimum standards are to be provided before an Official Shoot may be 

allocated to an accredited Club as Host Club for a Branch Inter-Club Shoot, a Branch or 

State or National Title:-  

a) provide adequate ranges to host the particular tournament as appropriate  

b) provide adequate practice ranges/butts and practice target faces suitable for the shoot to 
be hosted  

c) provide adequate parking space; provide adequate camping space.  

d) provide adequate toilet and shower facilities for numbers attending. (Simple bush type 

is acceptable subject to hygiene requirements.) and provide an adequate fresh water 
supply.  

e) provide adequate Canteen facilities. Prices are to be reasonable.  

f) provide a separate covered area for shoot control point together with tables as required 

by the Shoot Director.  

g) to be a Club affiliated/associated with the Australian Bowhunters Association and to 
comply with A.B.A. policy in all respects.  

h) to obtain prior approval of the Branch Controller for all media publicity of Club 

activities as such publicity affects National Policy regarding Field Archery and 
Bowhunting.  

i) acceptance of nomination to host an Official A.B.A. Shoot carries automatic acceptance 

of requirements. A plea of ignorance of the Rules for Shoots will not be accepted. 

Additional funds may be available for national events with prior approval from the 

National Executive.  

j) where a Club fails to observe these Rules for Shoots, the Branch Management 

Committee may require the Club to show cause why the Club should not be recognised as 

a Host Club and may, on a majority decision of that Committee, suspend the Club as a 

Host Club for a period not exceeding twelve months or to recommend to the National 

Executive such recommendations as considered necessary.  
 

 



 
To be used in addition to the ABA Rule 19 

 

1. The Host Club must provide highly visible signage around the archery 

ranges.  The numbers for the targets must be a minimum of 100mm.  There 

must be highly visible “Walk Back” signs and highly visible arrows directing the 

archers to the next targets.  

2. The Host Club must provide a Cub Practice Butt area.   

3. A Coach, Field Archery Instructor or Senior Archer must be in Charge of 

the Practice butts at all times the Practice Butts are open.  The Coach or Field 

Archery Instructor must wear their Fluor Vest.   

4. For the comfort of the members attending a shoot the Host club must 

provide a minimum of four (4) toilets per 100 shooters. 

5. For the comfort of the members attending a shoot the Host club must 

provide a minimum of two (2) showers. 

6. Where possible a camping area close to the club facilities should be set 

aside for the Branch Executive.   

  

 
Senior Branch Champions & Junior Branch Champions 2011 in middle of photos 

 



 

Notice Board extra 

 : Verifiers or any glass inserts for a peep is not allowed in Bowhunter Limited or 

Unlimited division. 

 



Branch Coaches Report 

Coaching camp 

 A weekend will be held on the 18th & 19th of August   for all members wishing to update 

their skills. This will run over 2 days and we will be talking about bow tuning, Draw 

length, Form, technique and you can ask the Coaches questions about many other 

coaching issues.  This will be run with the help of club coaches and they will be able to 

help in their specialised areas. 

I will send out a flier earlier in the year to allow members plenty of time to organise 

weekends off. 

Level 1 Coaching Course 

 A Level 1 Coaching course will be held on Saturday the 28th & Sunday the 29th of April.  

Please get your club to nominate asap the people they wish to be accredited as a club 

coaches.  Coaching Course will cost $45 pp  

Instructors Course 

An Instructors Course can be held in one day as it should only take around 3 hours to sit 

the course.  I can hold them at anytime as long as I have at least 2 members and plenty 

of notice that your members wish to do the course. They must have at least 2 years 

archery experience and be over 18. Instructors Course will cost $45 pp 

Competency Card 

Competency cards and forms are now being used with new members and if your club 

needs more cards and forms please contact me and i shall get them to you as soon as i 

can.  I haven’t received many Competency forms lately and when you fill in a form you 

must send me a copy of all the relevant forms so I can file them for future reference.  

I don’t mind if you hold off until you have 5 or 10 forms and then bulk post them but i 

would like to receive them more often please.  I would also like to see log books so I can 

sign you off and then I can see how you are going and if the members are utilising your 

skills. 

I have been asked can ABA coaches charge for coaching ABA members and the answer is 

NO.  If coaches wish to charge for coaching they must have their own Insurance. 

If you wish to charge a small fee and put the funds back into the club then that is OK but 

no Coach can use ABA and its Insurance for their own personal gain. 

 



 

 

 



 

CROSS PARTICIPATION REGISTRATION 
 
I hereby apply for Cross Participation Registration to Australian Bowhunters Association Inc. (ABA) The registration is 
provided for Archery Australia and 3DAAA members for the purpose of engaging in an authorised „cross participation‟ 
archery event as indicated in the official ABA Tournament calendar. 
 
Cross Participation Registration provides coverage by the ABA Public Liability Insurance policy for the current 
registered event only and offers no other membership rights or privileges within ABA.   
 
By becoming a “Cross Participant”, I and/or my child/ward agree to strictly follow the directions of the coaches and 
club officials at all times and agree to abide by ABA, the club‟s rules and policies.  I understand and accept that there 
are some inherent risks in archery and that if these rules and directions are not followed and if common sense not 
applied then injuries can occur. I understand should any insurance excess be applicable with respect to any claim, I 
agree to meet the excess. 
 
I understand and agree that my participation within the event may be subject to a satisfactory competency test with 
the bow and arrow, conducted by/under the direction of an event official. 
 
I shall advise a coach or other official if there is any medical, physical or intellectual condition or injury that may either 
be aggravated by the sport or that may impair my or my child‟s ability to participate. Where appropriate I shall seek 
medical advice. In the event of an injury I authorise first aid or medical treatment if deemed necessary and agree to 
pay any medical or dental expenses incurred.  I shall provide additional supervision necessary for my child to ensure 
that he/she acts safely.  I also consent to the collection of personal images (photos) and results etc and acknowledge 
that they may be used for publication and promotional purposes and for public distribution.  
 
The officials have the right to exclude any participant at any time to ensure the safety of the participant, other 
participants, club members or members of the public.  Tournaments may be cancelled because of events beyond the 
club‟s control, such as wet weather. As a result of exclusion/cancellation of these events no refund may be given for 
any fees paid.  
 
By signing this form I certify that I understand and agree to the conditions on this form and understand the limitations 
associated with being a Registered Cross Participant.  

 

Name 

Address 

Emergency Phone No. 
Post Code 

Signature: Applicant, or Parent/Guardian if under 18 years 
 
 

Date 

 
The person named above is either (please tick):  
A cross participant from   AA __ 3DAAA __    (Membership card must be sighted)  

 

Date  
 
Coach or Official‟s name 
supervising (Print Name) 
 
Signature of Coach/Official 
 
Club    

 

Please note that this does not apply to club shoots and the form is for a sanctioned cross 

participation event. 



Milani Trout Cottages / Milani Bowhunting was awesome.  So good, I've booked us in for the after-

christmas week this year already. 

 

We had five days of bliss: archery, fishing, swimming, eating, talking, reading books. 

 

We stayed in the "Platypus Cabins" which are old "donga" caravans, clad in timber, and with a nice 

deck.  It's basic accomodation, but very clean and all the amenities work.  We were right on the side 

of the river - up the hill a bit.  The kids spent all morning swimming & kyacking, and we fly-fished all 

afternoon - even managing to land a few fish for supper.  It got very cool after dark - if you hate hot 

summer nights it's perfect!  But with the fire blazing, every evening was ideal.   

 

I took a small rubber target butt to shoot at (I OK'ed this with them first).   But to be honest I spent a 

lot of my "free" time fly fishing - I'd never done this before, and it is great fun.  Especially when you 

can see the fish rising that you're trying to catch.  I guess it's more akin to hunting than sit-on-the-

wharf fishing - which was all I'd ever known before. 

 

I saw lots of goats, a small pig, but lots more sign of pigs.  I only managed to go on one guided hunt 

(you must have your first hunt guided (to ensure you're not a drop-kick I guess?!!)) and this was on 

our last day.  But on the days before I practised stalking goats - you could see them wandering 

through the bush from the cabin deck.  On the hunt day I managed to get a nice meat goat, but it's 

still in the freezer, so I can't report on just how tasty it is just yet. 

 

I'll have a few photos if people want to see more.    Cheers-Kingsley                                            

 

 

 

                     

 



 

 SAS Starts 2012 with an early January Shoot and Our growing club has a large number of young 

members with parents happy to support them.  As the young need something to do through the 

school holidays we tried to keep our Thursday practice night going right throughout the holiday 

season, with us only having the one week off between Christmas and New Year.  We also 

complimented this with an early start to the year, hosting our first club shoot on the 21st and 22nd 

January.  27 members attended the shoot which we thought was a great turn out.  We had a late 

afternoon round, camping available, and then an early morning round on the Sunday.  Again, this is 

something we are trialling to see how it combats the heat and perhaps blends in with other sports 

and commitments later in the year.   

The rounds were hard, our range captain Rod certainly keeps us on our toes.  Some shot for the first 

time, some were breaking in new bows, others were just trying to beat their own PB’s, but all were 

happy when they came off the range.   

With all the progress we made to improve the club last year we are hoping this year will be a year for 

more competitive shooting. 

 

Some of the winners from the November shoot hosted by Singleton Archery Society. 

Back row L-R Jonty White, Daniel Thompson, Jake Collins, Logan Griffin, Ben Sturch 

Front row L-R Bec Dryer, Brooke Bignald, Liam Bignald, Ethan Upward, Ryan Bates & John Dryer 

 

 



           
* All Seniors must carry a metal whistle at all times. 3 whistle blasts to stop a shoot.    
* No person shall stand within 1.5 meters of another person while on shooting peg. 

* No coaching during competition rounds. 

* No shooter shall draw a bow higher than 20 degrees of the target they are aiming at. 

* No Cub / junior to precede a senior from butt to butt. 

* There must be a suitable audible start to a shoot. 

* No shoot group shall consist of 1 senior and 2 cubs. 

* Special attention to rule 17 of rule book (rules of shoot) to be strictly enforced. 

* No clubs shall circularise to other clubs within the Branch without prior approval of 

Branch Controller. 

* All correspondence must go directly to the Branch Secretary. 

* Branch ABA & IFAA muster shall be at the shoot directors discretion. 

* Advice of full program of Branch official shoots to be forwarded to Branch Executive 

committee within 3 months of official shoot. 

* Knife and Axe throwing butts to be available for competition at every ABA shoot. 

* Clubs shall advise before commencement of shoot the location of First Aid kit and to 

have a First Aid kit available at all shoots. 

* All clubs to provide a separate practice but for cubs. 

* All competitors shall be required to have their equipment spot checked at all shoots. 

The Branch Controller and his / her delegate shall be the only persons qualified to do 

safety checks on equipment. 

* No club within 2 hours drive of a Branch Invitational Shoot can hold a shoot or 

working B. 

 

 

  

 
 



 
After the Branch AGM in 2011 I accepted the position of Branch E Field Representative and with 
Peter and Ralphs help I am starting to get a good understanding of the role. 

A little about myself, my name is Michael Caelli and I have been an active Bowhunter for the last 30 
years. I am currently a BPC Instructor, Full Measurer, and Accredited ABA Archery Coach and soon 
hope to have my Game Council Assessor’s ticket. 

Bowhunting Related Activates within the Branch 
 Boolaroo are holding a Game Council Hunting Workshop in August (17th, 18th & 19th) this is a 

3 day club run workshop. You can contact the club for more detailed information.  

 Future plans for the Branch include Junior Bowhunter Education weekends, the Branch is 
sourcing a property that could be used for a weekend by the Branch to take juniors from all 
the clubs for a camping and Bowhunting educational weekend so they can experience 
Bowhunting first hand and meet other juniors from around the branch. I will need help from 
the clubs to make this a reality.  

o Some of the idea’s for activities over the weekend would include. 
Á Basic bush skills. 
Á Basic tracking. 
Á Basic hunting. 
Á Basic camping. 
Á Basic shot placement 

Game Claimed 
Since the start of 2011 approximately 20 members of Branch E have claimed around 88 games 
animals. 

Please Note there has been game claimed since this report was run, the updated report will be 
available by request.  

Bowshot Report From 1-Jan-2011 To 3-Jan-2012 
Branch Species No. Taken Aust Rec Rec Class Trophy Class Game Award 

              

E Camel Open 1 0 0 1 0 

E Fallow Deer Open 5 0 2 0 3 

E Fox Open 37 0 1 23 13 

E Goat Open 20 0 3 5 12 

E Pig Open 15 0 0 3 12 

E Rabbit Open 5 0 0 0 5 

E Stingray Closed BF 1 0 0 0 1 

E Stingray Open BHFF 4 0 0 0 4 

Summary for Branch E (88 Species) 
    No. Taken Aust Rec Rec Class Trophy Class Game Award 

Grand Total 88 0 6 32 50 

 



Norfolk Island International Open Championship 2011 

From the 4th to the 6th July four members of the Northern NSW region attended the Norfolk Open to 

compete in the 9th International to be held there.  Denise and Mark Stevenson from Gunnedah, 

Bruce Sherwood and his son Michael from Tamworth faced stiff competition from the locals and a 

large contingent from New Zealanders.  With 65 competitors coming from as far afield as WA, the 

championship was going to be hotly contested. 

The weather was mild and favourable for the large part with only strong wind gusts at the most 

inopportune moments.   The 3D tournament was this year held over three days with 4 events of 20 

targets.  Each event was changed in peg and butt position and even some of the animals were 

changed.  To say that Steve and Doug, the local range designers used maximum use of terrain would 

be an understatement.  At one target near the clubhouse, the unsighted, sighted and chook chaser 

pegs were all located on the elevated verandah and perched atop of a picnic table.  As if this wasn’t 

hard enough, the small boar was also 1/3 obscured by a huge Norfolk Pine root.   All animals were 

placed in a near natural surrounding as possible with natural bush (tropical rainforest) as the only 

backstop.    Most of the targets used were new or near new Delta McKenzies with some rarely seen 

in Oz.  Light conditions varied from bright sunlight in the open grassed valley to very dark in the 

monkey vine covered jungle.  The distance between these two conditions was as little as 20m.  Rain 

threatened every day but held off until very late each evening. 

Each evening was your own time, barring the Thursday which was the Dinner/Show and 

Presentation night.  A sizeable banquet was the order of the day and with young island girls 

performing Polynesian dancing and getting some not-so graceful volunteer archers from the 

audience the night was a howling success.   Other attractions on the island came in the form of 

Dinner/Shows, Plays and what is called a Progressive Dinner.  This is a 3 course meal held in 3 

different private homes around the island, one course and a talk on the owner’s island heritage.  

Nearly all the islanders have their forefather’s dating back to the Mutiny on the Bounty.  The island is 

only 8x5km and one can’t help but to bump into other archers as you do your sightseeing trips.  If 

you are into fishing then this is a world that Rex Hunt could only dream of.   Go on a small charter 

boat for 20 minutes and drop a line into 40m.   It has been said that so far, not one person, 

fisherman or rookie has ever failed to catch fish in the islands history.  Anything less than a kilo is 

thrown back as it is not worth the effort to clean.  It is quite common for each person to fill a large 

meat tub in less than 3 hours.   Another attraction is back at the wharf when the charter boats 

unload all the tubs of fish, and fillet them.  The leftovers go over the side and the sharks arrive for 

dinner.   This has to be one of the best free shows the island has to offer. 

All four competitors returned home with medals and a wish to return again to a magical place (for 

the 3rd time).  To get a taste of the good life yourself, read the advertisements in Archery Action or 

look up Norfolk Archers.... http://www.archery.nf/ 
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  Shoot Calendar 2012  
Month 

 

Date Event Venue Area 

February 

 
 25

th
 & 26

th
    ABA  Macleay 

Valley Archers  

Kempsey 

March 17
th

 & 18
th

  ABA  Manning 

District 

Bowhunters 

Taree 

April   6
th

 to 9
th

  ABA National 

Safari & 3D 

Nationals 

Mallee Sunset 

Field Archers 

Mildura 

May   

 

12
th

 & 13
th

  IFAA State 

Titles 

 

 

Avon Valley 

Field Archers 

Gloucester  

June   8
th

 to 11
th

  

 

 

23
rd

 & 24
th

  

IFAA National 

Titles 

 

ABA  

Phoenix Field 

Archers 

 

Tuggerah 

Field Archers 

Sale 

 

 

Tuggerah 

 

July   21
st
 & 22

nd
  ABA Branch  

Titles 

& Branch 

AGM 

Macleay 

Valley Archers 

Kempsey 

August   

 

 

11
th

 & 12
th

  

 

18
th

 & 19th 

Branch 3D 

Titles  

State 3D Titles 

Namoi Valley 

Archers 

Wagga Wagga 

Gunnedah 

 

SNSW 

September 

 

15
th

& 16
th

   

 
IFAA Branch 

Titles 

Hunter 

Bowmen 

East Maitland 

October   

 

29
th

 Sept to 1
st
 

Oct 

 

27th & 28
th

    

NSW ABA 

State Titles 

 

IFAA Branch 

Indoor Titles 

 

 

 

Sapphire City 

Archers 

SNSW 

 

 

Inverell 

November 17
th

 & 18
th

   3D Singleton 

Archery 

Society 

Singleton 

December   1
st
 & 2

nd
  ABA  Xmas 

Shoot 

Hunter 

Bowmen 

East Maitland 

   


