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Hiarchers!

Where has the year gone? Just the other day, |
saw fruit mince pies in the supermarket already, so
Christmas is just around the corner!

You know what that means? The next issue of
Archery Action is the only printed issue of the year!

So, send everything my way to editor@
archeryactionmagazine.com or you can text/call me
on 0423 778 698 (please leave a message - | often
can't answer right away but | do check).

What we need:

Club news/updates

Field and hunting stories

Photos! Make sure you're entering your shots
in the Abbey Archery photo competition!

Recipes: do you have a go-to recipe you use for
the meat you hunt? Maybe a goat curry, or venison
stew... share it along with a photo!

Advice/tips: What have you learnt that might
help other archers and hunters?

We welcome it all! If you're worried, you're not a

}ﬁﬁiv' Action

Send story submissions to:
editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
Phone enquiries to:

Kelly: 0423 778 698

DEADLINES

Please submit articles and advertisements
by these dates:

editor@archeryactionmagazine.com

ISSUE DEADLINE
2022

Vol 48 No. 2 November-December 1 October
2023

Vol 48 No. 3 January-February 1 December

Vol 48 No. 4 March-April 1 February
Vol 48 No. 5 May-June 1 April
Vol 48 No. 6 July-August 1June

Vol 49 No. 1 September-October 1August

(November-December issue = printed yearbook)

good enough writer, please don't be - that's what
an editor is for.

And if you really don't want to or don't have time
to write, but have a story to share, let me know —we
can talk and I'll write it up for you.

,(a%i (Jorey. &l'u/?;r

FREELANCE CONTRIBUTIONS

are welcomed by this magazine and articles should be
addressed to: The Editor, Archery Action. The Editor accepts no
responsibility for unsolicited material. Colour photographs or
high resolution scans are suitable for publication. Please enclose
a stamped, self-addressed envelope with your articles to enable
return of photographs if required.

Emailed contributions should be sent in plain (editable) text
only and any photos should be sent as separate attachments,
not embedded in the story text.

DISCLAIMER

All expressions of opinion in Archery Action are published on the
basis that they reflect the personal opinion of the authors, and
as such are not to be taken as expressing the official opinion of
the publishers unless expressly so stated. Artemis Productions
accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of any opinion or
information, or the reader’s reliance upon it, contained in this

ABA contact details— magazine.
Phone (07) 3256 3976
officemanager@bowhunters.org.au
www.bowhunters.org.au

ADVERTISERS! We accept no responsibility for material
submitted that does not comply with the Trade Practices Act.
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HUNTING FEATURE

BOWSTRING

BOWSTRING MATERIALS,
SERVING,
AND ACCESSORIES

Rely on BCY

BCYINC.COM
+1 860.632.7115

MANUFACTURED
IN THE USA

Some raw fibers are produced overseas

ith the rut done

and after being

away for about a
month, | had a short stint at home
to catch up on a few jobs, resort
gear, repack and head off again—
this time to Cape York where
my son, Hugh, had organised to
take our boat out of the water on
a friends trailer to install a new
through hull transducer for the
upgraded sounders going in as
well as a few other jobs including
new antifoul.

As with most jobs, not
everything went to plan and at
the last minute the trailer was
needed for a far more urgent
cause: a friend's boat taking on
water. That gave us a few days to
fill in, which, to state the obvious,
is not too hard in the Cape. Luckily,
| had put my bowfishing gear in
and naturally the hunting kit had
come along for the ride.

We had decided to head out on
the water the following morning in
the dingy to do a bit of fishing. We
were keeping an eye out for any
activity in the water worth having
a look for a shark or stingray with
the bowfishing gear, as it was
on the new moon with the tides
having a good run and coming up
in the afternoon. It should have
been good, but for some reason it
was unusually quiet.

We did manage a couple
of queenies just off a small
headland, so we decided to have
a look around there with the bow
for a couple of hours. Although
the cloud had built up during the
morning, intermittently blocking
the sun, when we rounded a rocky
outcrop, | could see the fin of a
reasonable-size shark cutting the
surface and catching a free ride
on the now-incoming tide on its
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03 9303 7291 - WWW.URBANARCHERY.COM

quest to find a meal.

Skirting quickly around the
rocky outcrop into an ambush
position as he continued the
expected path, | came to full draw
and waited for a shot to present. At
about three metres, he started to
veer away so | released, hitting my
target solidly. The water erupted
with a short tussle ensuing to
see a nice trophy shark landed
for the day. As the cloud cover
was now quite thick, we decided
to head home with still enough
time to reorganise the dingy and
pack the hunting gear ready for

an early start up the coast in the
morning. Being early in the year
and having a wetter than average
monsoon season, it would most
likely be far too wet to be very
productive, but at least | would
have a better idea when it may
be worth another look.

The next morning saw me
at the boat ramp in the semi-
darkness, wanting to arrive as
early as practical. Today was to
be a solo mission as Hugh had
things to do at home. Putting in,
I motored tight against the coast,
just enjoying the salt air and the

pristine coastline while hatching
a plan for how to best cover
the area with the now-evident
gentle south-easterly breeze.
Upon arrival and selection of a
suitable anchorage, | proceeded
to don the camos, immediately
becoming aware of the local
sandfly population which moved
one along with great haste
inland. Hopefully away from
the main hoard—well, they did
diminish—only to see the march
flies take over, driving clean
through the mesh ridgeline shirt
I'd worn. Ouch!

HUNTING FEATURE

| was now on a bit of a pad,

skirting between the sand ridge
and swamp's edge with the
various grasses being between
waist and head high with a good
foot of water in a lot of areas,
but there was enough sign and
rooting around to keep one
interested, so | moved along as
quietly as possible. As | came to
a point halfway along the sand
ridge where a spring fed the
swamp, | decided to pull up.

| leant against an old box tree
to have a listen and evaluate
the situation. | had bought my

ARCHERY ACTION



HUNTING FEATURE

game caller, so maybe the sound
of fighting boars could drag
another big old fella out of the
sea of grass to see what was going
on, or | could walk up along the
edge of the spring on the chance
of finding a boar feeding on the
fresh short grass shoots that
grew along its edges there. Then
the answer: the roars of boars
fighting in the waist high grass
out towards the saltpans a couple
of hundred meters away. Thinking
| could halve the distance and get
into the zone before refining a
plan to skirt the wind for a final
approach if | could locate the mob,
| went straight at the commotion
which had by now had gone quiet.

Working the shorter of the
grass to maximise any chance
of a visual, | noticed movement
in the tops of the grass steadily
coming my way. Suddenly, a boar
materialised not 15 metres away in
a tunnel through the vegetation
and now plodding along, head
down, three-quarters on! | came
to full draw and, as luck would
have it, there was a bit of flood
debris on the ground he had to go
round which opened up enough
of his shoulder for a tight shot.
The arrow hit hard as he let out
a whoof and trotted around me

o ADVENTURES
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BOW AND RIFLE HUNTING SAFARIS
PLAINS GAME AND DANGERQUS GAME

PACKAGES DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY
FOR AUSTRALIANS IN AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR:!

AUSTRALIA

HUNTING FOR FIVE SPECIES OF DEER
IN SOUTH EAST AUSTRALIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT
ROY ELLIS : +61 0429407187

royellis7@bigpond.com

not knowing what had happened,
then with a final dash he made it
all the way back to a pretty spot
by the spring. An ideal location to
get a few pictures!

He was a good, mature boar
with quite a mane, nice tusks—
one with a fresh chip off it,
presumably from the recent
battle—as well as three or four
large puncture holes in his side.
This, along with his demeanour,
would likely indicate him being
the loser of the battle for rights
to mate.

| decided to have a look at
the rest of the swamp before
everything bedded up, on the off
chance | could locate the mob and

the dominant boar. | quickly set
the boar up for the pictures later
and headed back to the edge of
the swamp to see if anything else
was moving about. After glassing
the swamp and mangrove fringes
with nothing evident, | headed
back up the ridge in a large arc
to get the wind right for a scout

across the flat in the area the mob
had been.
After easing my way out from

Hugh with a queeny on the day they went bowfishing

WEBSITE

Would you like totry ficld archery or become a bowhunter?
Maybe both?

Jointhe Australian Bowhunters Association

Membership benefits include:

« Organised field and 3D archery competition at club, branch, state, national and international levels
« All variations of equipment catered for

« Access to insured affiliate clubs across Australia

« Subscription to the Archery Action magazine

« Access to a game award registration and recognition system at national, state and club levels

» Free coaching programs

« Bowhunter proficiency and education programs at club, state and national levels

For online membership and further information go to
www.bowhunters.org.au
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HUNTING FEATURE

the tree line I'd been using for
cover, a black shape appeared
above the grass about 100 metres
out—and then it was gone again.
It did take a second for the
obvious to click in. The only way
a pig could be that tall above
the grass was if he was on top of
another pig!

With some purpose, | hunched
over and slipped as quietly as
possible in a direct line to that
location. Now just edging in, the
grass moved all around with pigs
grunting everywhere as they
scurried around, but where was
the boar? Then as luck would
have it, up popped fat boy, astride
again at an estimated 25 metres
directly ahead and broadside.

Well, armed with a razor sharp
150g Zot | had been busting to put
through a solid set of fighting pads

AUSTRALIA’S
BEST
3D EXPERIENCE

X Come and shoot with your friends

and now at full draw, | ran the pin
straight up his front leg, settled
and released. The arrow punched
clean through those huge pads
as he let out a massive roar and
slithered slowly off her backwards
to the ground, not to move again.
Poor fella's last thought must have
been, “Jeez I've overdone it; I've
had a heart attack!”

As the mob broke out of the
grass heading for the cover of the
mangrove, there were two other
boars with them but nothing the
calibre of this bloke.

He was a real brute with heavy
shoulders and thick tusks, one of
which was also freshly chipped. He
also had a few puncture wounds
along his flanks. Still wanting
to get a look at the last of the
swamp around the corner, which
wouldn’t take long, | set him up
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Big Marlin the croc, sunning in the mangroves
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Australia’s Largest Archery Company Since 1975 is pleased to sponsor the
Photo Competition with two $250.00 Abbey Archery Gift Vouchers

Cash prizes for the two best photo entries —images can be
taken during field archery or while bowhunting in the bush

Email entries to editor@archeryactionmagazine.com with the Subjectline: Abbey Photo Comp Entry
Winners to be announced in the March-April 2023 Issue

/ -
You can use your prize towards a new bow package or any other a.éﬁery accessory. j'

Bows to suit all disciplines are available at both our pro shops in Sy
worldwide online or from our network of authorised Abbey Arche ;

Call to order your archery equipment today
or Brisbane (07) 3279 6400 or Buy Online at AbbeyArche

HUNTING FEATURE

4|>A USBOW INDUSTRIES

Traditional bowmaking supplies

- BOTUFF fibreglass

- Carbon/Glass laminate

- Wooden core laminations
- TECHNIGLUE epoxy

- Bowmaking books

GOTO

WEBSITE

(08) 8555 5888

sales@ausbow.com.au

www.ausbow.com.au

for photos before scurrying off.
The tail of the swamp was a bit
drier and there was a small mob
working the edges with one boar
doing the rounds of the sows,
but | only got to see the back end
of him at a distance, so | swung
around, heading back to get some
good pictures and remove tusks.
On the way back | did come across
a nicely coloured little croc, about
eight-feet-long sunning himself
on the edge of the mangrove
belt. | stopped to get a couple
of photos as well as some of the

rainbow bee eaters in the trees.

Arriving back at the first
boar on the edge of the spring,
| had a nice freshen up in the
crystal-clear, cool water before
taking pictures and tusks, then
continuing to the big fella to do
the same.

Time then to get back to the
boat before the falling tide left me
stranded. On arrival it was a relief
to see just enough water to push
off and head home, somewhat
weary but pretty pleased to have
had a bit of luck! @

ARCHERY ACTION 13




CONTACTS

ASSOCIATION

Bowhunters
Association.

COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL

The protocol for contacting officers is: Member speaks to relevant club officer. If the club officer cannot
answer the query the officer passes it to the Branch representative who then contacts the relevant

National Officer if required.

If you have any queries for National Officers, please direct your communication to the National Office

(contact details as above).

NATIONAL OFFICERS NATIONAL OFFICE
PRESIDENT Office Manager, Kerry Chandler
PO Box 152

Tony Hartcher

SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT

Ralph Boden

VICE-PRESIDENT, BOWHUNTING

REDBANK QLD 4301
Ph (07) 3256 3976
Email: officemanager@bowhunters.org.au

Allan Driver
VICE-PRESIDENT, FIELD
Brian Taylor (appointed)

TREASURER Northern Territory
Amanda Skinner North Queensland
NATIONAL MEASURER

) Central Queensland
Garry Pitt

South Queensland
North New South Wales
South NSW and ACT

NATIONAL ASSISTANT MEASURER
Graham McComiskie /appointed)
NATIONAL SCORE RECORDER

BRANCH CONTACTS

Ken Henderson
Wayne Salmon
Mark Spiller
John Erskine
Peter Stubbs
Rod Moad

Mark Burrows
Wendy Gallagher
Brett Raymond
Ken Neill

Brian Taylor Gippsland, Victoria
NATIONAL ASSISTANT SCORE Central and Greater Victoria
RECORDER South Australia

vacant) Western Australia
NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

Alan Avent Tasmania — see Victoria

DIR BOWHUNTER EDUCATION Trophy Bowhunters of Australia Ralph Boden
Ray Morgan

DIRECTOR OF COACHING

Lindsay Yuile

AFFILIATIONS

BOWHUNTING:  WORLD BOWHUNTING ASSOCIATION

FIELD ARCHERY: INTERNATIONAL FIELD ARCHERY
ASSOCIATION
CONFEDERATION OF AUSTRALIAN SPORT

WEBSITE http://www.bowhunters.org.au
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0413 820 818
0429 438 925
0428 034 344
0419 790 917
(02) 6743 1559
0417 695 316
0419 550 510
0429 959 402
0418 810 598
0418 926 862

(02) 4392 6810

By Allan Driver / Vice President Bovlllh.unting Division

y, how thisyearis moving

along at such great pace.

When it comes to

bowhunting and, in particular,

ABA members, it is important

that everyone knows the rules /

legislation on hunting in their

own respective Australian state
or territory.

Many of the rules are based
on firearms owners, but they
certainly apply to bowhunters,
and some states do have specific
bowhunting rulesin place.

You should be aware of
these things before going out
to hunt, especially if you are
new to our ABA.

Below is a list of websites
for most individual states and

- ¥

territories that will take you to
hunting information.

Please have a look in your own
time and remember that they can
change, soitisimportant to keep
up to date.

VIC: www.gma.vic.gov.au

NSW: www.dpi.nsw.gov.au

SA: www.enviroment.sa.gov.au
TAS: www.dipipewe.tas.gov.au
WA: www.wdfw.wa.gov.au/
hunting/regulations

NT: www.nt.gov.au/hunting
regulations

AUSTRALIA: www.ssaa.org.au

At present, the Bowhunter
Proficiency Certificate (BPC)
manual is being reviewed
and updated.

It is at a second stage draft

OF AUSTRALIAN BOW T RECORDS
Species Holder Austfalian Record Trophy Boar
Record Class Class
Goat

Boar Michael Dacre 372/8 29 25 Buffalo
Goat James Finlay 1512/8 10 95

s Camel
Buffalo Peter GCriffiths 130 86 4/8 80
Camel Kimberley Nicholas 32 6/16 29 25 gox
Fox Graeme Duff n 10 2/16 93/16 Cat
Cat Tim Pitt-Lancaster 8 5/16 710/16 7 Red Deer
Red Deer Dan Smith 315 3/8 200 175 Fallow Deer
Fallow Deer  Darryl Bulger 276 4/8 190 150 Chital Deer
Chital Deer Dan Smith 204 160 140 Hoa D
Hog Deer  Stephen Tilley m7/8 70 55 eg Been
Sambar Deer Dean Scott 203 5/8 162 7/8 140 Sambar Deer
Rusa Deer Jay Janssen 236 170 150 Rusa Deer
Shark BHFF  Barry Feeney 352/8 20 15 Shark BHFF
Shark BF John Van Den Heuvel 51 6/8 41 4/8 15 Shark BE
Stingray BHFF Barry Feene: 1n3/8 7 4/8 6

) gl i Y / / Stingray BHFF

Stingray BF  Gleewyn Butson 14 3/8 1 4/8 10

Stingray BF
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review and just needs some more
work to bring it to a finish.

Once completed, it will be
available online at the ABA
website to read.

This has been a two-year
plan to make it possible for
ABA members to do a BPC
online, except for the practical
component, which is still to be

completed at a club.
There will still be Branch BPC
officers that can and will train

BPC instructors at club levels

to assist their members to obtain

a BPC.

Bowhunting claims are still

coming in, which is great to see,

so please keep up the good work.

Until the next issue, stay safe.

Vndie

BEST OF SPECIE

Kristan Bell 34 4/8pt 2017

Katherine Agale 127 1/8pt 2010
Christie Pisani 87 4/8pt 2017

Christie Pisani 30 7/16pt 2014
Helen Duff 10 14/16pt 2016

Lorna Hopkins 712/16pt 1984
Elissa Rosemond 275 2/8pt 2021

Elissa Rosemond 205 7/8pt 2019

Elizabeth Proctor 161 3/8pt 2019

Cheryl Morris 60 5/8pt 2018

Nil

Elissa Rosemond 197 6/8pt 2020
Lynda Fell 25 4/8pt 2016

Lynda Fell 23 5/8pt 2000
Carolyn Rundle 9 7/8pt 1987

Gleewyn Butson 14 3/8pt 1986



 Trophy Bowhunters

T/C and upward
and/or
First Kill/Species

Master Bowhunter

Nil further since last report

Trophy Bowhunter Award

Branch Hunter Club Game Award  FK/FKOS Size Tyler Atkinson 280
David Luxford 200

B Stephen Fairbrother Cape York Archers Fallow TC 156 4/8

B Bryan Butson Full Boar Archers Camel TC FKOS 282/16

B John Teitzel Independent Fallow TC 186 5/8 Bowhunter Award

B John Teitzel Independent Fallow TC 1815/8 Wayne Atkinson 160

B John Teitzel Independent Fallow TC 158 (\I :

B John Teitzel Independent Goat TC 96 3/8 Daniel Ferguson 160

B John Teitzel Independent Goat TC 102 6/8 N Dan Podubinski 140

B Toby Gall Mackay District Bowmen Rabbit GA FKOS 0 John Teitzel 130

B Toby Gall Mackay District Bowmen Fallow RC 2117/8 O

B Toby Gall Mackay District Bowmen Fallow RC 197 4/8 Graham McComiskie 120

B Daniel Ferguson Twin Rivers Bowhunters Fallow RC 191 N Marc Curtis 110

B Daniel Ferguson Twin Rivers Bowhunters Fallow RC 2231/8

B Daniel Ferguson Twin Rivers Bowhunters Chital RC 167 >_ Adam Clements 100

B Daniel Ferguson Twin Rivers Bowhunters Pig TC 276/8 _I Toby Gall 100

B Graham McComiskie Twin Rivers Bowhunters Red Deer TC 190 5/8

B Graham McComiskie Twin Rivers Bowhunters Fallow TC 182 3/8 D

B Graham McComiskie Twin Rivers Bowhunters Shark TC 156/8 Bowhunter Royale

B Graham McComiskie Twin Rivers Bowhunters Pig TC 28 j Robert Messer

B Graham McComiskie Twin Rivers Bowhunters Pig TC 26 6/8 Timothy Messer

D Colin Ross Darling Downs Field Archers Fallow TC 187 4/8

D Thomas Buxton Grange Bowmen Red Deer TC 178

D Thomas Buxton Grange Bowmen Red Deer TC 198 4/8 Bowhunter Imperial

D Thomas Buxton Grange Bowmen Red Deer TC 194 Nil further since last report

D Jon Matsen Independent Fallow RC 206

F Robert Messer Campbelltown District FA Fallow RC 197

F Tim Messer Campbelltown District FA Fallow TC 176 4/8 Bowhunter Supreme

G Christopher Bourne Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Fallow RC 2345/8 . .

G Christopher Bourne Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Fallow RC 200 5/8 Nil further since last report

G Jeremy Kasper Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Hare GA FKOS 0

G Jeremy Kasper Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Fox TC 99/16 Senior Member of TBA

G Marc Curtis Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Fallow RC 193 3/8 ) i

G Marc Curtis Macalister Trophy Bowhunter Fallow RC 205 2/8 Nil further since last report

G Michael Luxford West Gippsland Field Archer Hog Deer TC 682/8

H Tyler Atkinson Ballarat Bowhunters Fox RC 10 3/16 Members Admitted to TBA Club (membership granted

| Gary Doubleday Playford District Field Archer Cat RC FK/FKOS 812/16

J Doug Bourman Western Plains Archers Red Deer GA FKOS 148 3/8 after taking first Trophy Class or better animal)

J Josh Balsley Western Plains Archers Fox RC 10 7/16 Gary Doubleday

J Cheryl Morris Western Plains Archers Red Deer RC FKOS 211 4/8 Jeremy Kasper

J Nigel Morris Western Plains Archers Red Deer RC 211 4/8

J Troy Morris Western Plains Archers Red Deer RC 200 7/8

16 ARCHERY ACTION
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INLINE B

Inline 1

+ 31" Axle to Axle

+ 332fpsIBO

« 7"Brace Height

+ 26"-30.5" Draw Length
« Draw Weights 30 - 80lbs
+ 4.3Ibs Mass Weight

Inline 3

+ 33" Axle to Axle

« 337fps 1BO

+ 6.5"Brace Height

+ 26"-30.5" Draw Length
« Draw Weights 30 - 80lbs
+ 4.4bs Mass Weight

Inline 5

+ 35" Axle to Axle

« 343fps

+ 6”Brace Height

« 26"-30.5" Draw Length
« Draw Weights 30 - 80lbs
+ 4.5Ibs Mass Weight

S

el

Mathews V3X 29
« |BO up to 340fps

« 6"Brace Height

+ 29"Axle to Axle

« 25.5"-30"Draw Length
+ 60,65,70,75lbs

« LetOff 80 0r85%

« 4.471bs Mass Weight

— S —

Mathews V3X 33
« |BO up to 336fps

« 6.5"Brace Height

+ 33"Axleto Axle

« 27"-31.5" Draw Lengths
« 60,65,70,75lbs

« LetOff80.0r85%

« 467Ibs Mass Weight

Mathews V3X29

Mathews V3X 33

Backpacking, Spotting and Stalking, Blind
Sitting, Ambush, Scouting - Whatever your
mission Benson Archery has everything you
need to get you going and keep you going.

Hunters Element

Vortex Optics

Leder Tanning

Ridgeline

Primos Callers

0z Cut Broadheads

Van Dieman Broadheads

Spika
Muela Knives
Morakniv

bensorn

llittarsd) = 1_.1 T = /PR/ME/

164 Parramatta Rd, Granville, NSW 2142
Phone: (02) 9682 3080

Email: info@bensonarchery.com.au

Ventum Pro 30 Ventum Pro 33

+ 342fps ATA + 334fps ATA

+ 30" Axle to Axle + 33" Axle to Axle

« 6”Brace Height + 638" Brace Height

- Draw Lengths 25"-30"  « Draw Lengths 26"-31"
» Draw Weights 30-801bs ~ « Draw Weights 30-80 Ibs

Carbon RX7

« 342fps ATA

+ 30" Axle to Axle

« 64" Brace Height

« Draw Lengths 25"-30"
« Draw Weights 30-80 Ibs

PERFORMANCE STRINGS,

Carbon RX7 Ultra

+ 334fps ATA

« 34" Axle to Axle

« 7"Brace Height

« Draw Lengths 27"-32"

« Draw Weights 30-80 Ibs

Refine EKO

« 342fps

+ 6.375"Brace Height

+ 33"Axleto Axle

« 26.5"-30.5"Draw Length
« 45-60,55-70 Ibs

Refine EKO

Redemption EKO 4 4 | Resurgence RTH
. 342fps 4 : . 335fps

« 6.25"Brace Height + 6.25"Brace Height
+ 31" Axle to Axle « 32"Axleto Axle

+ Draw Lengths 26"-30"

« 45-60,55-70 Ibs « 45-60,55-70 |bs

Now Available in Store and Online

Australian made 3 Element Performance Strings. Using only the best
materials and string building equipment on the market to provide you
with a product you can trust. Used by some of Australia’s best bow-
hunters, you can trust that your bowstring will perform flawlessly
when you are deep in the back country or up on the shooting line.

www.3elementstrings.com.au

TRAINING/COURSES
R License $35

Firearm Safety Training Course $149
AHO Club $20

« DrawLength 25.5"-31"

Advertised prices are subject to revision
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TRADITIONAL

With Nick Lintern

Hi to all our readers and welcome to the latest instalment of Traditional
Trails. I hope you are all out shooting and hunting and enjoying this
Mmuch-drier weather. I know there’s still plenty of rain about, but it’s
far better than how the year started. In this edition, I'm going to take
a look at a commonly asked technique question and one that can
be challenging to understand for new archers: should I shoot three
fingers under or split?
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here are three ways an
| arrow can be drawn:
split finger, three under
or pinched as in the case with
a thumb ring or similar. | won't
cover the pinch / thumb ring
style as it's actually quite rare
and is really only going to be
used on Asiatic style bows.
Overwhelmingly, traditional bows
will be shot either split finger or
three under.

So, the question simply is:
should | shoot three fingers
under or split? While this seems
simple enough, there is actually
a pretty big difference between
the dynamics of both styles, plus
we'll take a look at the anchoring
phase of shooting in general.

So, let's plunge into this subject
and hopefully clear up some fog
surrounding this subject.

Since the earliest times,
archers primarily have used what
is termed the Mediterranean loose
or lock when shooting a bow.
Where this name comes from in
the archery sense, I'll admit I'm
not sure. This style is primarily
attributed the European nations
and countries like England.

The connection to the
Mediterranean I'm unsure of, but
anyway, as long as we understand
what it means we're good to go.

The Mediterranean draw is
very simply, one finger placed on
the bowstring above the arrow,
and two below—although many
ancient archers only had one finger
above and one below the arrow.

The Mediterranean, or split
finger, draw is still the most
common method of shooting a
bow in all archery styles. There
really is no negative to shooting
in this way and multiple positives.
Let's look at the positives or
benefits to shooting split finger.

This is due to being able to feel
the arrow between your fingers.
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At first, new archers will often
struggle with getting the feel of
the pressure on the arrows nock
and the arrow will pull off the
shelf as they draw the bow. But
with time and practice, you learn
how to correctly roll your fingers
around the bowstring and the
natural rotation that occurs as you
draw will keep the arrow snuggly
on the arrow rest.

Whether you are using a
thick, multi-layer tab or glove,
bare fingers or something in
between, you will be able to have
a good feel of your shot. This “feel”
means you will feel very secure in
your shot. As you anchor, you may
primarily feel your fingers but you
are secure in the knowledge of
where your arrow is.

Shooting split finger allows
us to have a great variety of nock
fits. Most of us have a nock fit we
prefer, some like a snap fit, some
prefer it quite loose.

The split finger draw has
a degree of side pressure on
the nock which enables you to
know your arrow is securely on
the string. So, if for example you
prefer a slightly looser nock fit
(as | do—a looser fit allows for
quick nocking for follow up shots
while hunting, or in speed rounds
etc.), the position of your fingers
allows you to keep the arrow fully
engaged on the string.

The contrast here is when
you shoot three fingers under,
your nock fit must be absolutely
perfect and it must err towards
being a little tight.

With three under shooting,
you are relying on the arrows nock
being pushed up into the nocking
point and you can't control the
arrows position on the string at all.

Many times, a looser fit nock will
result in a dry fire with three under
shooting. This really limits your
serving thickness and nock choices.

Most of us anchor somewhere
near our mouths. Because we

come in different shapes and
sizes, that anchor point will vary
a bit with different archers, but
it's usually around the corner of
the mouth.

For me, | have two points of
reference when [ anchor.

Firstly, I'm feeling for a spot
where my index finger is up and
under my cheek bone and the tip
of the index fingerisin the corner
of my mouth.

Secondly, my thumb knuckle
touches my right ear lobe. This
combination guarantees the same
depth and alignment every time.

Other folks | know of anchor
with their index finger on a gap
in their upper jaw where a tooth is
missing. You get the idea though,
as long as it's a consistent and
repeatable anchor it's all good.

This will apply whether you are
shooting three under or split. One
anchor point I've seen a few times
through the years that really
makes me cringe, is where folk
anchor near their eye. This is really
dangerous and should never be
attempted for obvious reasons.

All it takes is a blown nock
and you're blind in one eye. Not
to mention, it has no accuracy
advantage at all. Long range
shots—by that | mean maybe
30 or 40 metres, will be a real
nightmare anchoring that high.
So please, don't ever anchor there!

In terms of the aiming
difference between the two it
comes down to this: Imagine you
anchor at the corner of the mouth
and are using the split finger
draw. Let's say you are shooting at
a 30-metre target and your bow
is shooting pretty much point
on. So, no elevation is required
and by your eye, you are pointing
straight at the target and getting
centre hits.

If you then go to three under
with the same anchor, you will
now need to include some
elevation. This is because you
have essentially raised the arrow
up and so now, it is pointing
slightly down.

This is exactly like raising your
anchor point with a split draw.
Target archers almost invariably
use a splitdraw and anchor under
their chins to make the point of

Split finger under shooting lends itself well to instinctive style

aim on long range targets much
more direct or point on.

The trade-off is that at much
closer distances, a three under
draw will be point on whereas the
split finger draw will require you
to have a space picture which is
holding under the target.

e i

In my experience, it's really easy
to adjust for the closer targets feel
of holding at aim under the target.
Distance shots are the tougher
ones to feel out as the target can
start to be under your field of
view. So, | would always favour the
easier aiming of a distance shot

L .

that split finger offers. That said, if
you are shooting three under and
never intend to go beyond what
your point on shot is, it doesn't
really matter. But your point on
distance will be shorter than you
can achieve with split fingers.
The other reason many field

NORSEMAN TRADITIONAL ARCHERY SUPPLIES

Full traditional archery supplies and advice from Australia’s
premier traditional archery source. We have over 40 years
experience in all aspects of traditional archery. We stock all

things traditional including:

Wooden shafting, nocks, points, feathers, leather goods,
strings, kids budget bows and of course, the time honoured,
field and target proven range of Norseman handcrafted

longbows.

Call 02 43 294 074 or email norseman_longbows@hotmail.com
for all your traditional archery needs, advice and questions.

ARCHERY ACTION 23



p

and 3D shooters like three under
is that they can “walk” the string.
A few associations out there don't
like string walking, but in many
it's legal in competition.

Very simply, string walking is
just creeping your fingers down
the serving to different depths
depending on the target's
distance. Obviously, this can only
be done with three under. Again
here, nock fit is crazy important.
With no finger contact with the
nock at all, you have to be sure
that the nock won't move.

To sum all this up, three under
shooting is more of a target style of
shooting whereas the split finger

is very versatile and is definitely
better suited to hunting.

In the hunting field, bows
are often forced to be laid over
flat, sometimes vertical and
sometimes held in the most
natural position. Quick follow up
shots are much easier with split
finger and techniques like string
walking just don't work as animals
don’t run around with distances
marked on them.

Ultimately, it comes down to
what you are most comfortable
with and there is no wrong or
right. If you are just starting
out and aren’t sure which way
to go, I'd definitely encourage

Three under shooting lends itself well to string walking

ARCHERY ACTION

you to a split finger draw, as it
is the most ubiquitous method
that lends itself to all facets of
archery, where three under can
be a bit niche. Finally, just to add
another point to all this, from a
purist longbow point of view, no
English archer ever went to war
and shot three under. Just food
for thought. Seriously though,
I'm always in favour of the most
flexible shooting method there is.
Until next time, if any of you
have a subject you'd like me to
cover or there are any questions
please send them to norseman-
longbows@hotmail.com, and as
always, keep traditional. &

* GREAT FOR FAMILIES OR INDIVIDUALS « SOCIAL SETTING

Come ana trg

roherg

Agreliery) te so el (Wi,
‘and Yot doniiieedstotown a bow
to give it a go!

Field Arc/,e'}

Aust¢rali®

Come and Try

s a national initiative of the ABA

Email—officemanager@bowhunters.org.au
Phone—(07)3256 3976

or contact your nearest club for details on a
Come and Try day near you.




AROUND THE TRADS

By Sue Wallace

BY ALL ACCOUNTS, THE WHITE ROSE BIRTHDAY SHOOT

WAS AN ABSOLUTE BLAST. T

RE WERE 12 ARCHERS

ONE FROM QUEENSLAND, THE OTHERS FROM ACT, NSW

SA, AND VICTORIA, WHO HAD COME TO .

THE WEEKEND OF MAY 28 - 29.

he one thing to

remember with this

shoot is that Roadie is
the sole person who did all the
work over the previous weeks
making sure everything was
right to go for the weekend, from
keeping the paddock clear to the
set-up of the events.

After a hearty breakfast on
Saturday morning, it was nice to
stand around the fire and chat.
Before long it was time to get the
gear together and head over to
Recreational Grounds Sheds for
muster. There were 71 archers in
total: 65 adults, one junior and
five cubs.

The course format for the Titles
shoots for Saturday was 20 3D
targets, as a three-arrow walk-up,
scoring A-10, B-8, rest of body five
for each arrow.

The novelties for Saturday
were the moving target, which
was setup not too far into the
course, so you could shoot it on
your way through, as we did, or
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come back after you'd finished.

The rolling disk was set up on the
way over to the course, and the
60 second hunt round was set up
toward the end of the course.
There were wild dog, deer,
goat, and pig targets, some with
trees which may jump out into the
arrow’s path. At one target there

- o -

were three deer and you had to
work out which target to shoot
from which peg, while another
had one very bright chameleon.
Three different sized pig targets
across a “melon hole”, which was
full of water, was very interesting!

Once we'd completed the field
course, we went back to camp for

some lunch and to collect some
more firewood for the night
before we headed back out to do
the rolling disc. This event was
along a fence, where a disc rolls
down a length of square bottom
steel channel, in front of some
bales. You shoot at five discs,
by rotating through the pegs,
scoring 10 for the centre ring and
five for the outer ring.

Next, the hunt round. Here we
found a small winding track with
orange cones marking the side
of the track the target was on,
however not where it was sitting.
You walk from the start position
when time commences and
meander along the path shooting
the targets until the end one and
you may return down the track
shooting the targets again, until
the 60 second time is called, then
you stop shooting and return to
the start, for the next archer to
walk through.

After we had all completed the
hunt round course, one grabbed
the arrows in the five on each
target, another grabbed the
arrows in the 10 on each target,
while others searched for any
that may not have quite found
their mark, and we scored away
from the event, so the next group
can commence.

Once we'd completed the
score cards, we went back to
camp, put all our gear away,
collected a little more firewood,
then sat around the fire.

The club had initiated and
were running a new version of
the ‘Hawkeye Event' over at the
practice butts that had started
late afternoon, and it was now
almost dinner time, so we
wandered over to get a seat to
find it still running.

The format is the same, five
arrows for $5 and you shoot at a
round spot, this time, on a bear’s
chest. As each person has a go
and hits the mark, they progress
into the next round, and the bear
is moved back. Those remaining
have another chance to claim
the prize by hitting the mark,
however, it seems this was not
to be the case. The “pot” is now
taken to the next TAA event
(Gayndah in September).

Sunday muster was for
8.30am and then we were
doing the 20-target 3D course
as a one-arrow round with the
30-second speed round also to be
completed. This was found on the
way onto the course, to be done
either before or after the course.

After we'd completed the
course, we just had the speed
round and there was a couple of
groups at the event, one waiting,
one shooting. For this event you
stand in one spot, and you must
attempt every target once, then
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you are allowed to shoot them
again until 30 seconds is called.
All events were now complete,
so | double checked the scorecard
addition and handed them in,
before wandering back to camp
to enjoy a relaxing cup of tea, a
sit down and a chat before lunch,
then went over to the big shed for
the presentations and raffle draw.
For the readers who are on
Facebook, check out Travellin’
Round the Trads; you can read
the shoot write-ups and get the
flyers for all the Trad shoots being
held, You will find the further
information and available flyers
for all the Traditional Shoots on:
www.wallacetradwoods.com
www.traditionalarcheryaustralia.org
If you have any queries or
would like to be added to the Qld
Traditional Archery data base for
direct shoot information, please
feel free to contact me by email at
swallace@wallacetradwoods.com
| look forward to seeing you
‘round the trads. @
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CLUB NEWS

CLUB NEWS

COME ‘N’ TRY DAY REPORT

acleay Valley

Archers recently

held a Come ‘n’

Try Day event over two days: on

Wednesday, July 13 at our indoor

venue at Kempsey Showground,

and on Saturday, July 16 at our
Taman Forest range.

We were originally planning to

do it as part of the National Come

‘n’ Try event, but due to COVID-19
restrictions, we had to postpone
to a more suitable time.

We promoted the event
through our club Facebook
page and encouraged locals to
share on community pages etc.
to get maximum coverage. We
ran it during the last week of
school holidays to attract school

kids on Wednesday. We sent a
promotional flyer via email to all
primary and high schools during
the last week of the term to
include in school newsletters.
We ran two-hour sessions on
the Wednesday at 12, 2, 4 and
6 o'clock, and asked people to
ring and book a time. We had to
extend this to another session at
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10 o'clock as well, due to demand.
The response was way beyond
what we had thought possible—
we had 53 visitors shooting on the
Wednesday and 35 shooters on
the Saturday.

Our three coaches were onsite
during all sessions on Wednesday,
assisted by experienced archers.
Visitors paid $10 per shooter,
signed a membership form, and
shot for 90 minutes followed by
a sausage sandwich and a drink

before the next group started.

They were taken through
safety briefing and basic shooting
instruction and shot IFAA indoor
targets at seven metres for around
40 minutes.

We have our butts mounted
on rollers and then turned the
butts around to then shoot
ABA targets mounted on the
back, with an explanation of the
different games.

Afterwards, we introduced

some 3D targets on trolleys
as well as balloon targets and
discussed hunting and feral
versus native animals.

We had members shooting as
well, demonstrating different bow
styles and equipment as well as
answering questions.

Feedback on the day was great
and everyone had a great time.

On Saturday, we hosted
visitors on the practice butts for
free at Tlam where they were

taken through safety and basic
shooting skills. All three coaches
and other experienced archers
assisted the beginners. After
a run through on the practice
butts, we had a drink and
sausage sandwich. Then, groups
of beginners did 15 targets on
our “everything” range.

We had set up five targets
each of ABA, IFAA and 3D,
and each group had one or
two experienced members to

assist. Some beginners came on
Saturday as well as Wednesday,
and the overall feedback we
received was great.

On the day, one family and one
other paid up as members, and we
have had eight new beginners on
the following Wednesday. From
enquiries, we should get at least
10 new members from the days.
We are very happy with this and
think that we will run a similar two
days every six months. @

CLUB NEWS

- 1002 AUSTRALIAN MADE AND DESIGNED
- LONG LASTING
- GREAT LOOKING
- WELL PRICED
- CLUB/COMPETITION DISCOUNTS
- SELF HEALING

- PRODUCED BY ACTUAL ARCHERS WITH
EXPERIENCE AROUND THE WORLD
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Phone 0411 288 738
www.aussietargets.com.au
Facebook * aussietargets
sales@aussietargets.com.au
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WOMEN IN ARCHERY

Age: 30

How long have you been
involved in archery?

| was born into archery.

Are you in a local club?
Renegade Bowmen

What type of archery do you
shoot?

ABA, IFAA and AA

Do you Hunt?

| hunted when | was younger
with my family, but | love target
archery more. | prefer to shoot
100 arrows at targets than walk
around all day and only get one
or two shots.

What's your favourite archery
memory?

I have so many favourite
memories from growing up in an
archery family and going to many
shoots across Australia. However,
a memory that stands out is the
ABA nationals in Wagga Wagga
many years ago. | was shooting
with Bec Darby, a long-term rival,
and we were on the same score
and | needed to get an A on the
last target to tie with her on the

BENCHMARK

</

SHOOTERS
ASSOCIATION

Female Freestyle Unlimited ABA
1-Arrow national record of 392.
The last two targets were series
fives and Bec changed her sight
between targets, which scared
me because | thought they were
the same distance. | stuck to my
guns and kept my sight the same,
| pulled back, aimed and released,
closed my eyes because | was too
scared that if | looked my actions
would push the arrow out. Bec put
me out of my misery and looked
through her binoculars and called
inthe A.

What appeals to you about
archery?

| love ABA and IFAA because they're
very family oriented and my two
young daughters can come around
with me. my four-year-old has her
own bow and she can shoot when
she wants. Archery Australia draws
me in for the competition and the
precise accuracy you need over so
many arrows.

Are any family members
involved in archery?

My parents got me into archery

and still shoot, my sister and her
family also shoot and my husband
and four-year-old also shoot.

Ellie, my youngest, will start to
shoot when she can follow the
directions so she can shoot safely.
What was your first bow?

It was a self bow made for

my sister originally by a club

Benchmark 3D Shooters Association is keen to help promote women in our
sport—from the good sport who helps unstintingly at the club through to the

know someone you think should be featured, please

il: info@benchmark3darchery.com.au
one: Robert Vayro 0438 997 638
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member. It was a tiny longbow—
my nephew currently shoots it.
What do you have currently?

| have two bows currently, for
my two different styles. | have a
bow set up for freestyle—it is a
Hoyt Pro force FX with a T.R.U.
ball AXCELL sight with Easton
X10 arrows. My second bow is set
as Bowhunter unlimited; it is a
Hoyt Hyper Edge with an AXCELL

Armotech 5-pin sight and Easton
carbon ones 600 spine. | use my
Scott Backspin release aid with
both bows.

What are your great achievements
in (or out of) archery?

I've competed in two IFAA world
titles, placing first and fourth, and
multiple Nationals. I've gotten
records in ABA and IFAA. The
greatest achievement though, is

WOMEN IN ARCHERY

all the friendships | have made
over the years and continuing
to improve my form and place
higher scores in the different
styles | shoot.

Sponsors:

Abbey Archery since 2005.

Last Word:

No matter what bow you shoot or
the style, as long as you have fun
that’s all that matters. @
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By Kev Windle
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HUNTING FEATURE

ere we go again. My

South Africa trip

was postponed for a
second time because of good old
COVID. The outfitters have been
kind enough to postpone it for me
again, so I'm desperately hoping
thatin October 2022 | can be there.
Anyway, a person has to huntso up
towards the Cape we go.

All the usual preparations
have been carried out: quads,
car and trailer serviced, hunting
equipment, food and drinks
packed, and as it's going to be hot
in late October, air-conditioned
accommodation organised. Just
about all packed and ready to
go. Going with me this time is
our Branch D controller, Brett
Willaton, my son, Grant, and my
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brother, Bob. We are heading up
toward the top end of Queensland
totry and get Bob his 40th trophy
class animal— again!

I've taken him on several trips
over the years to get this elusive
creature and for various reasons
he has been unable to reach the
milestone. So, here's hoping this is
the time. Also, Grant wants his first
trophy pig, Brett his first official
FKOS and I'm looking for another
two trophies for my 20th, so we all
have something to achieve.

Some members of the local
council were doing some road
works and using our allocated
accommodation, but they were
almost finished so we delayed our
departure by a day toletthem vacate.

After a fairly uneventful trip we

arrived at 8.00pm on Monday, had
a quick feed and threw ourselves
into bed. We spent the next
morning unloading and setting
ourselves up before jumping on
the quads and heading off to find
some pigs.

Arriving at the river, we found
considerably more water in it
than the last time we were here
six years ago and realised it was
going to be a bit harder to find
the pigs, as they would be spread
out a bit. We walked a bit of the
river and Grant spooked a couple
of mid-sized pigs but did not get
a shot. He also saw a feral cat—a
fleeting glimpse as the cat also
saw him. We ventured down to
the swamp where we saw a few
more pigs and both Grant and

Bob took one each. Only small
animals, but Kills nonetheless. It
was very hot, and we all felt the
effects of the heat that night.
The next day started out
noticeably cooler. Bob decided to
wait until the afternoon to hunt
and Grant wanted to walk the
creek just down the road a bit.
Brett and | dropped Grant off and
we headed back to the swamp.
After searching one side of the
swamp, | sat on a log and said to
Brett, “Let’s just sit here for a bit.
You can sometimes be surprised
what happens if you sit quietly.”
It didn’t take long—maybe 10
minutes—and we saw a couple
of small pigs come out of the
swamp, and a few minutes later
a mid-sized fella come out and
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Insurance solutions for the

Hunting Industry

INSURANCE BROKERS

[EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

Offering an extensive
range of products for:

» Retail Archery and Sports

Stores Insurance

Hunting and Tour Guides

Wholesalers and Retailers

Importers and Exporters

Associations

BROKERS FOR THE AUSTRALIAN
BOWHUNTERS ASSOCIATION

For more information please contact our office
Toll Free: 1300 733 981 or (03) 9783 6255
Address: Suite 12, 395-399 Nepean Highway,
P.O. Box 261, Frankston, Vic. 3199

AFS Licence No: 247077

ACN: 052 049 082 - ABN: 81052 049 082

Email: info@pollardinsurance.com.au

www.pollardinsurance.com.au

started walking straight toward
us. At about 15 yards, he stopped
and politely turned side on. Brett
shot and hit just a fraction behind
the lungs. The pig took off and,
despite our searching, was never
to be seen again. There was no
blood to be found and we could
not find Brett's arrow either. It was
getting hot now, so we decided to
go back to camp.

Meanwhile, Grant was having
fun on his own finding pigs,
spooking pigs and finally shooting
a sow. He saw a couple of good
boars but could not get a shot
before they left. He decided to go
back there in the afternoon when
it cooled a little. So, that afternoon
Bob and Brett went back to the
swamp and Grant walked his

creek again. | stayed back to cook
the evening's dinner.

Grant saw more pigsand a dog,
but the wind was swirling and
never seemed to be in his favour
when it counted. Bob and Brett
found where the pigs came from
in the late afternoon, but nothing
was worth shooting. However, my
meal turned out beautifully.

On Thursday morning, we
all had a plan: Grant and | were
to walk part of the river, while
Bob and Brett went back to the
swamp. They saw a few pigs and
Bob shot one, only for it to end up
in the reeds in the swamp. Bob
got wet trying to find his prize
but could not. He was convinced it
would die there and would come
back when it was cooler to retrieve

ARCHERY ACTION
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him. While Bob was getting wet,
Brett had another search for the
pig he shot the day before but was
unable to find any trace of him.
Maybe it was all a dream.

At theriver Grantand I walked a
bit and saw no recent sign. On the
way back to the quad we spooked
one small boar and a bit further
on a couple of wallabies spooked
another couple of small pigs for us.
Thanks guys. The heat of the day was
spent in one of the air-conditioned
rooms playing cards.

Friday. Bob and Brett go back
to the swamp to find Bob’s pig.
After much searching they were
unable to find it and spent the
rest of the morning waiting
for something to happen to no

avail. Grant and | went to the
creek he walked previously. On

Australian Bowhunters Association Inc ™ (Incin NT No AO19780C)

the way, Grant spotted what he
thought was a pig. After some
glassing with the binoculars, we
determined it was a pig, so Grant
went on the stalk.

Just as he got into a good
position, a bird made a call and
the pig immediately sat up. It, and
the one with it, both got up and
disappeared before he could fire.
As he walked back to me on the
creek bed I said, “Look behind you."

Some 14 pigs walked out of
the bush to go to the water. What
made it okay was none were
worth shooting—at least that is
what we told ourselves. We finally
arrived and made camp at the
water hole and waited.

Eventually, a very nice boar
walked down to the water and
made himself at home. He came

in so fast that | was out of bow’s
reach so it was up to Grant to
get him. The boar settled in the
water in a position that made it
impossible for Grant to have a
clean shot. He waited patiently
and then the boar must have
gotten our scent, as after a loud
grunt he exploded from the water
and scaled the eight-metre bank
inthe blink of an eye. | have never
seen a pig move that fast.

Later, another smaller boar
walked in and presented himself
for Grant to shoot. Grant's bow
made that very loud noise when
the shotis not right and the arrow
landed well left of target. We
followed the blood trail until it ran
out. Another one lost.

We met up with Bob and Brett
back at the house and related our
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Welcome to Field Archery 14.00
IFAA Cloth Badge 10.00
P/Code — IFAA Metal Badge 8.00
IFAA Chevron (eq, Hunter) 4.00
ABA number Robin Hood Cloth Badge 9.00
ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE fObin Hood Metal Badge 8.00
* Available to TBA members only TBA Car Sticker 4.00
# Available only to members who have qualified. Please enclose “TBA Metal Badge 8.00
copy of letter of acknowledgement from BH Division. *TBA Cloth Badge 10.00
PAYMENT DETAILS #Game Award Badge 9.00
JEnclosed is cheque/money order for §...__ #Game Award, T/C & R/C Chevrons 6.00
payable to Australian Bowhunters Association ABA Peaked Caps 15.00
(7] Pay by credit card—fill out details below:
Total
Card Number ! NAME OF CARDHOLDER (print) Forward with payment to:
Australian Bowhunters Assoc
visa | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | PO Box 5124 Brendale Qd 4500
(3 Mastercard (07) 3256 3976
or email credit card order to:
Expiry Date (mm yy) I:I:I:I:I Signature officemanager@bowhuntersorgau
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day's experiences to each other.
Grant decided he was going to
have a walk in the creek behind
the house. It seemed he had only
just left when he called up on the
CB to ask if someone would like
to come and take a photo for him.
He had shot a good-sized boar
only 200m from the house—a
very large, very healthy boar. That
night, we celebrated the shot and
even Mother Nature got involved
with a light show of her own. The
tusks ended up measuring 23 4/8.
Not quite the trophy he wanted,
but very acceptable and there is
still more time to get another. It
rained lightly during the night
which was not going to be a
problem as we had planned to go
into town in the morning to pick
up some more supplies.

Saturday morning was a chores
day. We filled in the morning by
cleaning up a bitaround the house
and throwing out the garbage.
A bit of bow maintenance and
knife sharpening was also done.
The trip to town was uneventful;
we replenished our supplies and
had a beer or two at the pub. That
afternoon | went to the corner of
the house yard, as | was told pigs
come in there often just on dusk.
That was not to be this time.

Brett went down to the creek
and turned to the right to find a
waterhole to sit at. On the way,
a bunch of wallabies spooked a
“giant” pig on him. A bit further
down he found another pig asleep
and presenting for a shot. He
manoeuvred into position and
took his shot. The pig took off

-
k.

HUNTING FEATURE

over the embankment and Brett
followed. He found his arrow, but
not the pig. He will need help to
trail it in the morning.

In the meantime, Grant went
to the creek and turned left. His
plan was to walk the creek to the
road and call for a pickup—about
a 4km walk. He had gone about
2km before seeing any pigs, but
could not get a shot due to the
wonderful swirling wind. Not far
further down the creek he stalked
and shot what turned out to be
a sow. It was a good shot and he
now had one on the ground. He
made his way to the rendezvous
point and on the way found
that his CB had gone flat, so his
thinking changed from hunting
to being at the pick-up point at a
time we would come looking for

¥ Grant with his record cat
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him. He was still relatively early so
he thought he would find a bit of
water to sit at.

There was a water hole about
150m away, so he headed towards
that. As he approached, he saw
thatthere were noanimalsaround
the water. As he approached, he
saw something that required
more attention: it looked like a
small ear. As he moved closer, he
saw a tailand then aleg and tried
to contain his excitement as he
realised it was a sleeping cat.

The cat stirred and made the
mistake of looking toward Grant
over its right shoulder which
made him present nicely. The
cat must have not fully realised
the situation as Grant had time
to draw and fire. He took his shot
from two metres—the lucky sod.
The cat burst out from its bed

f

gfuniaae

and jumped about before taking
its last breath. It was all the self
control Grant could muster to stop
himself dancing and yahooing
about. As it was getting near the
appointed time of dusk and | had
not heard from him | headed off
to see if he was okay. Picking him
up and being shown his cat made
the trip special for us both.

Sunday morning was beautiful
and cool. Grant was cleaning up
his cat skull and was going to
go with Brett after that to try to
find his pig from Saturday. They
scoured the area but alas, no pig.
Brett pointed out to Grant the
water hole he was going to sit at
for the day and said, “l hope the
pigs will come to water here”,
to which Grant replied, “Like
that one there now!” as one was
already watering.

GOTO

Grant left Brett to enjoy his day
and walked back the water where
he shot his boar on Friday. To his
surprise, another good-bodied
boar was lying about a metre
from where he shot the other one.
Grant took this boar, but it only
had baby tusks, so he only took a
photo. He'd had enough for the
day and headed back to camp.

Bob and | went down another
creek to sit at water and wait. On
the way in | thought, “I should
nock an arrow”. Why, | did not
know, as it cost me my first cat.
| spotted a small cat at about
five metres. It walked off another
three or so then stopped and
looked at me while | fumbled to
get an arrow on board. By that
time, the cat was off and through
some brush making a shot
impossible. Rookie mistake on
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BEST GAME NOT TAKEN WITH A TUSKER

TUSKER TROPHY OF THE MONTH

now by sending yourapplication direct to ABA.

Best Trophy Taken "t fukehest

Toby Gall, Mackay & District Bowmen,

| tophy becomes eligible forjudging atthe nxt aster Safari.
The winning trophy receives $100 worth of Tusker Products. Enter

* . Taken with a Tusker Head,
FI rst KI"— Recognised by ABA

or FKOS

To enter for First Kill Trophy, Tusker Head, mark your
ABA small game application clearly with “FIRST KILL".
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Thomas Buxton, Grange Bowmen, Red
Deer, 198 /s pts, Trophy Class

o o

my part. We had two pigs come
in that morning; Bob took a shot
at one and | the other (not at the
same time though).

Bob’s shot was a touch high,
and we went to trail him but
again, no blood. With my shot, |
didn't settle properly and flinched
the release, nicking the boar on
the vital bits at the back. It was not
our day. Back to camp for some
R&R and await Brett's adventures.
When Brett came back to camp
he was all smiles. He had finally
gotten the monkey off his back
and had downed a sow and two
small boars—he was a happy little
vegemite that night.

On Monday, Grant and Brett

HUNTING FEATURE

wanted to walk the main river
at the far end of the property
and then try wetting a line for a
Barramundi. Bob wanted to go
back to the water we'd sat at the
previous day, and | took the other
boys in the car for the 140km
round trip to the river where we
all tried our luck, keeping one eye
firmly out for crocodiles. We came
up with nothing but had a good
time doing it.

Arriving at camp, Bob met us
with a smile on his face. He had
downed the only boar that came
to the water that morning. When
he first looked at it he reckoned
it would be his trophy but rolling
him over showed a tusk was

broken. It is the biggest bodied
pig he has shot and also the 50th
pig he has shot. We all went down
to the water to pull the pig out and
get the required photos. We all
had a couple of congratulatory—
and commiseration beers—with
him, then spent a quiet afternoon
before the boys went back out to
try and whistle up a cat. Nothing
came to the whistle. The next day
would be our last, and | settled on
going to the creek where Grant
had shot his cat, as there was
water there and it had only been
disturbed once.

Brett headed off early to his
usual haunt as he wanted to be
there on daybreak. Mid-morning
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saw a murder of crows suddenly
fly off, and Brett saw a skinny
black cat appear on the creek
bed. It was too far for a shot. The
crows returned and all started to
attack the cat, driving it off into
the timbers. He saw no more
after that and returned to camp
to have lunch and prepare for the
afternoon hunt.

Grant travelled to his allocated
spot and was just starting his walk
when some of the farm workers
in a couple of trucks pulled up
nearby and started making noise.
He decided it was going to be
a lost cause to continue so he
headed back to camp.

| arrived at the water at 7am
but left at 10.30am after nothing
but kangaroos came to drink.
When | left, | woke up a roo that
had been sleeping only 10m from
me for most of the morning and
boy, did it get a fright.

Brett went back out in the
afternoon back to his haunt and
cleaned up another three pigs with
good shots on all of them. Grant
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went exploring a new paddock
and saw nothing worthwhile.

A quick recap on things:

Bob wanted his 40th trophy
and is still waiting, although, he
did shoot his biggest bodied boar
as his 50th pig.

Brett got his first (FKOS) pig
and six more to boot.

Grant got a record class cat
(FKOS), his biggest set of tusks to
date and five other pigs.

And me?

Well... | lost an arrow. @

BRANCHD
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he Grange Bowmen
clubhouse was bustling
with visitors. The ranges,
with their new targets, wanting
action. Campers and cars were
corralled in the pony paddock,
graciously provided by the pony
club next door. The annual ABA
Branch D Celebration Shoot and
AGM 2022, hosted by Grange
Bowmen Inc. was underway.
On August 19,20 and 21, archers
from clubs across Branch D joined
with us to celebrate this annual

Branch D event. Approximately 90
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shooters and support members
had the club almost at capacity.
Saturday 20 and Sunday 21
saw 79 archers across two ranges
vying for the coveted first place in
their division. Archers were happy
with the target setup and enjoyed
competitive comradery. Jokes
were told, new friends were made,
and everyone had heaps of fun.
Fun shoots on Friday and Saturday
nights added entertainment.
The success of this event came
down to club teamwork. Months
before, the Range Captain and

his team started preparing the
grounds for our visitors and
getting our ranges ready for
archery action.

Coordinators put their heads
together to organise a great
menu and Grange volunteers
rose to challenge of catering to
90 people.

Guests started the day with
hearty breakfasts of bacon and
eggs, and lunches of hamburgers,
hot dogs and chips kept them
going. The highlight of Saturday
night was the mouth-watering

pig on the spit followed by apple
crumble and custard. The fire
pit made for the perfect party
atmosphere afterwards, all
recalling the highlights of the day.

At the presentations on Sunday,
there were huge smiles on faces as
placegetters were rewarded with
recognition and pats on backs
from other team members.

The ABA Branch D Celebration
Shoot 2022 was a huge success
all around. Thank you to all the
volunteers and organisers for
making this event happen. @

Archery and Bow Hunting Equipment |

+ PSE - HOYT « MARTIN -

+ EASTON « MATHEWS

+ MISSION - BLACK STUMP «
+ TUSKER « CARBON EXPRESS «
+TRU GLO - SCOTT «

0413 054 722
(02) 4392 6810

Individual
Setups & Services
a Specialty
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CALENDAR

September
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
17th - 18th
18th

18th

18th

18th

18th

21st

25th

25th
October
st

Ist - 3rd
Ist - 2nd
Ist - 2nd
Ist - 2nd
Tst-2nd
2nd

2nd

2nd

2nd

8th - 9th
9th

9th

12th

15th - 16th
15th - 16th
15th - 16th
15th - 16th
15th - 16th
16th

16th

16th

16th

22nd - 23rd
22nd - 23rd
23rd

23rd
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2022 Archery Alliance of Australia

SHOOT CALENDAR

Wide Bay Archers *

Darling Downs Field Archers *
Campbelltown District Field Archers *
Lilydale Bowmen *

Mallee Sunset Field Archers *
North Albert Field Archers *
Dubbo 3D Archers *
Collinsville Barebow Hunters
Hinchinbrook Archery Club
Kurrimine Beach Archers
Diamond Valley Archers
SOPA*

MPB

Dead Centre Bowhunters *
Freds Pass Field Archers *

Eden Field Archers Inc

Full Boar Archers *

Hunter Bowmen *

Phoenix Field Archers of Sale *
Gleneagle Field Archers *
Cessnock Archers *

Moorabbin Archery Club
Mackay District Bowmen

Mt Isa District Bowhunters
Townsville District Bowhunters
Mornington Peninsula Bowmen *
Towers Bowhunters

Diamond Valley Archers

MPB

Capricorn Field Archers *

Silver City Archers *

Manly Warringah Field Archers *
West Melbourne Field Archers *
lpswich Field Archers *
Collinsville Barebow Hunters
Hinchinbrook Archery Club
Kurrimine Beach Archers
SOPA *

Peel Archers *

North Albert Field Archers *
Dead Centre Bowhunters *
Freds Pass Field Archers *

- I mQgOn

QLD
NSW

(0]

VIC
NSW
QLD

IFAA Branch Titles

Gold Cup - ABA

3D /ABA

ABA

ABA State Titles

3DAAA - State Titles
3DAAA

ABA

ABA

ABA

Single 720 QRE + Matchplay
SOPA Matchplay Series Round 8
Para QRE series

ABA

ABA

Field QRE

ABA State Titles

3D Branch Titles

ABA State Titles

Invitational

3DAAA

Moorabbin Shield

ABA

ABA

ABA

3DAAA

ABA

Double 720 QRE

Para QRE series

ABA

3D State Titles

3D State Titles

ABA

3DAAA - Gavin Brown Memorial
ABA

ABA

ABA

SOPA Matchplay Series Round 9
ABA State Titles

3DAAA - Halloween Tournament
ABA

ABA

23rd Diamond Valley Archers

30th Archery Victoria

November

2nd Archery WA

bth - 6th Eden Field Archers Inc

bth - 6th Macleay Valley Archers *

bth - 6th Burnie Bowmen *

bth Full Boar Archers

6th Mackay District Bowmen

6th West Gippsland Field Archers *
6th Diamond Valley Archers

12th - 13th National Championships *
12th - 13th Paringa Archers Launceston Inc
13th Towers Bowhunters

13th Mt Isa District Bowhunters
13th Townsville District Bowhunters
13th Murray Mallee Field Archers *
19th - 20th Paringa Archers Launceston *
19th - 20th Kurrimine Beach Archers
19th - 20th Darling Downs Field Archers *
19th - 20th Capital Field Archers *

19th - 20th Geelong Trophy Bowhunters *
20th Dead Centre Bowhunters *
20th Freds Pass Field Archers *
20th Collinsville Barebow Hunters
20th Hinchinbrook Archery Club
20th SOPA *

20th Archery South Australia *
20th Diamond Valley Archers

26th WA Field and Bowhunters *
27th Geelong Archers

Instantly Available
Exactly Like Printed Magazine
Save or Print

VIC
VIC

WA
SA

TAS

VIC

TAS

W

TAS
B
D
E
H
A
A
B
B
N

SW
SA
VIC
J

VIC

rTf’ ' éxailable

CALENDAR

Single 720 QRE + Matchplay
Sherbrooke 1440

Indoor QRE

Field QRE

IFAA State Titles

Luttrell -Clarke Memorial Shoot
ABA

ABA

IFAA

Double 720 QRE

3DAAA

Paringa Payout 2022

ABA

ABA

ABA

ABA

Northern Tasmania Champs
Presentations

Club Challenge - ABA

3D/ABA

ABA

3D

3D

ABA

ABA

SOPA Matchplay Series Round 10
State Target Archery Championships
Single 720 QRE + Matchplay
Invitational

Geelong Archers November 2022
Double 720 QRE

on multiple platforms!

Same Price No Matter Where You Live

GOTO
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Visit www.PrimitiveArcher.com for more info and to subscribe
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Cheryl Morris Red Deer RC 211 4/8pts

Graha McComiskie Shark TC 15 6/8pts

ed Deer RC 211 4/8 pts

Graham McComiskie Pig TC 28 pts

Graham
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Send in your ceime pheles for
a chance to win a six-pack of
broadheads from

editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
Subject: Junior Photo Comp

Include your name and address

1
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Daniel Fergusoh Ch
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ital RC 167pts

Vjosh Balsley Féx RC 1

0 7.16pts

e

’

"‘\

ARCHERY ACTION

53



MEMBERSHIP FORM

Post completed form to:

Office Manager ABA

PO Box 152 Renewal [J
Redbank Qld 4301 New Member [J
Phone (07) 3256 3976

or email to: officemanager@bowhunters.org.au ABA Membership N2: .........ccccovueverrererennnn.

I, (full name)

OF (Street # & NAME) veevevurreeeeeeiiireeeeeeitrreeeeeeirreeeeeeeabareeeeenannes
Postal address (PO Box #)

Phone NUMDEr ......coovviiiiieeieecee e

Email address

do hereby wish to make application for membership of the Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd (ABA), and if accepted, do
undertake to conduct my/our membership in accordance with the Constitution, Rules, Policies and Code of Ethics of the ABA.
Additionally, I/we acknowledge that Field Archery and Bowhunting are shooting sports conducted in the natural environment
which can impose inherent risks and this application is made in full recognition of the Association’s requirement for responsible and
ethical behaviour. I/We undertake to do all in my/our power to preserve the good image of the sport and ABA. I/We understand
that members breaking the Code of Ethics and/or ABA’s regulations may be subject to sanctions as per the Constitution.

| am a member of (Club)

| agree my contact details can be provided to form a contact list to be used within the Australian Bowhunters Association only.
If you do not agree, tick this box: (J

| agree for photos to be taken and used for promotional purposes by the Australian Bowhunters Association.

If you do not agree, tick this box: OJ

I enclose the required fees of §.............. Signature of Applicant

1, the applicant above, also wish to make application for membership of ABA Ltd on behalf of the following persons, who are
members of my family and reside at my address:
Full Name of Applicant Male-Female ABA Number Date of Birth

| am prepared to accept the responsibility for the above applicants who are under the age of 18 years, until they attain such age.

Parent-Guardian Signature ABA Number if Applicable:

The Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd reserves the right to refuse, suspend or terminate the membership of any person whose conduct contravenes
the Constitution, Rules and Policies of Association of the ABA. Failure to provide information sought or supply of incorrect information may result in
application being rejected. By applying for membership of Australian Bowhunters Association Ltd (a not-for-profit public company limited by guarantee),
you acknowledge that should the company be wound up while you are a member, or within 12 months after you cease to be a member, and should the
company have any debts or liabilities at the time of winding up, you agree to contribute an amount not more than $1 to the property of the company.

RENEWALS and/or Advance Memberships for existing members ASSOCIATION
12 months 3 years in advance USE ONLY

Adults $75 $205 M'’ship #s Allocated

Juniors-Cubs $50 $145

Families $160 $435

New Members (12-month membership including joining fee)

Adults $100

Juniors-Cubs $75 Receipt Number

Families $205

PENSIONER DISCOUNT: Deduct 10% from fees listed. Computer Entered

Quote Pension Benefit Card NUMDET: .....cccoocveiiieiiieiiiieiecieseee e M'ship Forwarded

All fees include GST

Note: Dates of birth must be shown for all persons listed. Club name must be shown. Family membership applies only to parents and their
children under 18 years of age. Separate single membership must be taken for children over 18 years. Couples without children under 18 years
also pay separate single membership. In the case of family renewals, state ABA membership numbers. If insufficient space, use additional form.

Card Number § NAME OF CARDHOLDER (print)

JVisa
wesecad || | L LT LT L[] ]

(mm yy)

03/2021
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