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t s interesting to ha e the han e to	 ta e	 a	 pee 	 inside	
other	 clubs how	 the 	 operate 	 how	 the 	 promote	
themsel es 	plus	 un	things	 the 	do	to	 eep	the	shooting	
e perience	 resh

I 	 our	club	does	something	a	bit	di erentl 	 rom	other		
clubs	or	i 	 ou	ha e	a	special	shoot	e er 	 ear	where	 ou	
tend	to	 let	 our	 imagination	run	 ree 	wh 	not	share	 it	 in	
the	maga ine 	Contact	me	at	the	email	address	below	and	
we	can	run	some	photos	and	a	stor

e	can	all	 learn	 rom	each	other 	 romoting	 our	club	
can	be	as	simple	as	ge ng	a	spare	Archer 	Action	maga ine 	
pu ng	 our	club s	contact	details	on	the	co er	and	lea ing	
it	 with	permission 	in	the	waiting	room	o 	a	local	dentist s	
practice	or	similar 	Not	e er thing	 ou	do	has	to	cost	mone 	
The	best	publicit 	has	alwa s	been	word	o 	mouth 	so	the	
more	 ou	tal 	about	how	much	 un	 ou	ha e	at	 our	club 	
the	 more	 ou	 are	 li el 	 to	 attract	 new	 members	 and	 in	
doing	so 	ha e	e en	more	 un 	And	sometimes	it s	as	simple	
as	 encouraging	 someone	 to	 come	 to	 a	 tr -out	 da 	 when	
there	are	bows	a ailable	and	a	coach	on	hand	to	gi e	some	
assistance	 in	 ge ng	 them	 started 	 ho	 doesn t	 li e	 the	

warm	glow	 ou	get	 rom	a	personal	in itation
I 	 ou d	 li e	 to	do	 some	bowhunting	but	 ou e	ne er	

tried 	 get	 our	 Bowhunting	 ro cienc 	 Certi cate	 under	
our	belt	and	start	cha ng	to	people	who	alread 	go	bush	
in	search	o 	game 	It s	all	about	communication 	And	when	
ou	boil	it	all	down 	communication	simpl 	means	tal ing	to	
each	other

This	 maga ine	 is	 about	 communication 	 too 	 As	 it s	
a	publication	 that	 runs	 stories	b 	 archers 	 or	 archers 	 it s	
another	a enue	 or	 ou	 to	e plore	and	use 	 I 	 ou	ha e	a	
good	 stor 	 to	 tell	 about	 a	 hunting	 trip	 or	 something	 that	
happened	on	a	range	during	a	 eld	archer 	da 	please	share	
it	with	us	all 	 e	all	li e	a	bit	o 	 icarious	li ing 	otherwise	
social	media	wouldn t	be	so	popular

I	 now	li e	is	bus 	these	da s 	but	please	consider	si ng	
down	to	get	 our	special	stor 	written	and	submi ng	it	to	
the	maga ine 	 It	 could	 help	 others	with	 ideas	 on	 running	
interesting	shoots 	it	could	tell	people	what	to	do	or	what	
not	to	do	on	a	bowhunt	 	or	it	could	simpl 	be	a	good	read	
or	someone	to	en o 	on	a	la 	Sunda 	a ernoon

AUSTRALIA’S OLDEST 
AND STILL LEADING ARCHERY MAGAZINE

Jenel Hunt

REG U L AR CONTRIB U TORS
Out of the Box—Steve Clifton
Traditional Trails—Nick Lintern
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DEER  HUNT

MICHAEL LUXFORD

We’re going on a
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I couldn’t help but smile—the kind 
of smile that takes over your face 
when you feel that life really is 

good. The three of us held hands 
and kicked our way through the dry 
yellow grass. It was a picture from the 
kids’ book, “We’re going on a bear 
hunt”. The grass was swishy swashy 
swishy swashy.

This	 was	 the	 rst	 time	 m 	 two	
boys, Knox (8) and Angus (5), had been 
with me on a deer hunt. It was hardly 
going	 to	 be	 serious	 sambar	 hunting 	
I thought as we walked along, “If a 
deer comes past, it will be the most 
unfortunate deer in Victoria!” I was 
really hoping the boys would get to 
e perience	 ge ng	 hon ed	 at	 b 	 a	
sambar. There really is nothing like it!

We found a spot to sit and wait 
among some logs just inside the 
treeline, overlooking a crop. I had 
made	 it	 prett 	 clear	 what	 waiting	
would be like. I told Knox and Angus 
we needed to whisper and keep talking 
to a minimum, explained they would 
get bored and we would be there 
about an hour. “Okay,” they replied 
and	we	 settled	 in 	 no 	was	 instantl 	
bored. Angus entertained himself by 
t ing	 nots	in	grass	and	showed	o 	his	
e orts	to	his	older	brother 	 no 	 oined	
in 	and	the 	 uietl 	sat	practising	their	
new	 cra 	 tongues	 wiggling	 in	 silent	
concentration 	

I glassed the bush and along the 
clear edge … mostly I watched the 
boys. Even though it was the second of 
January, the high country at Benambra 
was	prett 	cold 	I	slid	o er	to	a	nearb 	
log	to	get	a	di erent	 iew 	 He 	bo s 	
Be really quiet and crawl over here.” 
I	 new	 i 	 I	had	said 	 He 	 I	can	see	a	

deer,” an excited H  would 
have been the reply. Like experienced 
stalkers, they snaked over to me. 
I pulled them in close, “Look out 
there 	 can	 ou	 see	 it 	 I	 saw	 no s	
e es	 bulge 	 AH 	 Angus	 saw	 it	 a	
second later. They pulled hard at my 
binos	so	the 	could	get	a	better	 loo 	
“I can see its antlers,” said Knox. It 
wasn’t a sambar, but a fallow spiker. It 
didn t	matter	 to	 the	bo s 	 The 	were	
impressed that we had gone deer 
hunting	and	seen	a	deer 	 I	was	prett 	
impressed too! “Do you think I should 
tr 	to	get	him 	I	as ed 	A	 er 	e cited	
“Yeah!” was the reply. “We’ll wait 
here,” Knox said and they both ducked 
behind the log like they were in an air 
raid drill at a school, knees to chest 
and hands behind their heads, elbows 
protecting	their	 aces	and	bur ing	into	
the ground like echidnas. I couldn’t 
help but laugh. Were the hell did they 
learn	that 	 ou	bo s	are	right 	sit	on	

DEER  HUNT

The boys found a silent game 
to play while they waited for a 

deer to appear.

Timberline Self-Guided
Sambar Hunts

Exclusive Bowhunting access to a prime sambar 
hunting location on private property in the 

Victorian high country

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Australian
Bowhunters

Association
Members Only

Contact Russ (0427 501 527) or Steph (0427 669 914) 
or via email: russell.cornall@gmail.com
Also able to arrange a�ordably priced bowhunts for 
bu�alo. Excellent opportunities on bulls TC to 100DS. 
Taking bookings for 2017.
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the log and watch. I’ll sneak down the 
treeline then up through the grass. 
You should be able to see me most of 
the way.”

So	o 	I	went	on	a	most	une pected	
stalk. 

The bush was horribly dry and 
crunchy. I cut though the trees and 
skirted deadfall. The spiker greedily 
fed, looking up back into the bush 
every now and then before gorging 
himself again. Between the treeline 
and the crop paddock fence lay a 
40-metre strip of dead man’s land. The 
spiker was over a slight rise. I could see 
the spiker’s back as he fed and had a 
clear view of his face when he looked 
up. I belly crawled to the crest, waited 
for him to look around then feed again. 

oing on a hunt can some mes be a smelly business.

aving a grand ather ho hunts is cool

ut ith ad another day.
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I sat up and ranged him at 50m. I 
noc ed	an	arrow 	settled	the	pin 	The	
red-lighted nock illuminated its deadly 
path and vanished behind the deer, 
reappearing when the young buck 
ic ed	and	pranced	about 	He	stopped	

and turned back around to look at the 
disturbance 	 	 and	 ell	 down 	 No 	
he put his head back into the green 
crop	 and	 ept	 eeding 	 Now	 though 	
he fed as he moved parallel to the 

fence directly away from me. I nocked 
another	arrow 	using	the	tight	angle	o 	
the	 enceposts	 or	co er 	mo ing	swi l 	
when	he	did 	tr ing	to	anticipate	when	
he would look around again. It was cat 
and mouse as I inched closer. I drew 
when he turned broadside. Another 
red	 illuminated	 noc 	 le 	 no	 doubt	
where	the	arrow	connected 	this	time	
tight	 behind	 the	 shoulder 	 His	 dash	
didn’t make the fence. I walked over 

to him and was welcomed by a chorus 
of six honking sambar just inside the 
bushline. I called the boys down. They 
ran down stumbling and tripping, Knox 
proudly carrying my pack. “Did you see 
all	that 	I	as ed	them 	

“Yeah! We saw everything!” Knox 
was buzzing. “We saw you miss too, 
Dad!” Angus just had to add. 

A	big	than s	goes	to	 ussell	Cornall	
of Timberline Sambar hunts.

he une pected deer a allo  spi er.

The writer of this story 
wins a threepack of 
TUSKER SPIRIT 
broadheads
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NATIONAL OFFICE
The	 eneral	Secretar 	 err 	Chandler

	Bo 	5124
B NDA 	 D	45
h	 	3256	39 6
mail 	generalsecretar aba gmail com

PROTOCOL
lease	note	that	National	 cers	are	not	to	be	

contacted	with	 uestions	that	should	go	through	
our	club 	The	protocol	is 	Member	spea s	to	rel-
e ant	club	o cer 	I 	the	club	o cer	cannot	answer	
the	 uer 	the	o cer	passes	it	to	the	Branch	repre-
sentati e	who	then	contacts	the	rele ant	National	

cer	i 	re uired

NATIONAL OFFICERS
PRESIDENT Acting
e 	Bell	 429	358	636
S NI 	 IC - SID NT	 Acting
Mar 	Burrows	 3 	5625	239
IC - SID NT 	B H NTIN
acant
IC - SID NT 	FI D	 Acting

Tre or	 ic ett	 	3282	 8
TREASURER 
Amanda	S inner	 438	5 3	 92
NATI NA 	M AS 	
arr 	 itt	 	4 43	4131

ASSISTANT	NATI NA 	M AS
Tro 	Morris	 41 	949	542
NATIONAL SCORE RECORDER Acting
Alan	A ent		 2 	6296	1 68
ASSISTANT	NATI NA 	SC 	 C 	 Acting
Sall -Ann	Mc rigor	 	 4 2	 4	 88
NATI NA 	C MM NICATI NS	 FFIC
Bruce	 elleher	 425	 58	834
DI B H NT 	 D CATI N
a 	Morgan	 3 	9 43	5595

DIRECTOR OF COACHING  
Tom	Cornell	 2 	6852	184

BOWHUNTING
DIVISION REPORT

b 	Mar 	Burrows
Acting	Senior	 ice- resident

n	 Ma 	 19	 and	 2 	 the	
Bowhunting	 Di ision	 conducted	
its	 our- earl 	 reaccreditation	
and	 training	 courses	 or	 the	
Branch	 Bowhunting	 ducation	
and	 Measuring	 cers 	 The	
courses	 cannot	 be	 held	 without	
commitment	 rom	a	lot	o 	people 	I	
would	sincerel 	li e	to	than 	all	the	
members	 rom	 each	 Branch	 who	

INCINC

eaccreditation

ga e	up	their	time	 or	the	wee end	
and	will	 continue	 to	 gi e	 o 	 their	
time	o er	the	ne t	 our	 ears 	The	
ABA	 runs	 on	 olunteers	 in	 this	
regard	 and	 the	 e orts	 o 	 these	
people	cannot	be	o erstated 	

Than 	 ou	 also	 to	 the	
presenters	 who	 continue	 to	 gi e	
o 	 their	 time arr 	 itt 	 a 	
Morgan 	 Tro 	 Morris	 and	 alph	

ARCHERY ACTION1
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rom	other	Branches	and	 orm	larger	
networ s	 to	 enhance	 what	 we	 do 	
As	 the	 Measurers	 Course	 is	 more	
hands	 on 	 the	 participants	 ha e	
the	 opportunit 	 to	 ne-tune	 their	
practices	and	come	up	with	impro ed	
unctions	 or	measuring 	As	a	result 	I	
am	sure	we	will	see	some	suggestions	
at	 this	 ear s	 Bowhunting	 Technical	
Meeting	at	the	A M 	

For	 me	 personall 	 one	 o 	 the	
biggest	 things	 to	 come	 out	 o 	 this	
wee end	is	the	glaringl 	ob ious	need	
to	 completel 	 update	 and	 re amp	
our	 Bowhunting	 ro cienc 	 S stem 	
both	the	procedures	o 	doing	the	B C	
and	 the	 manual 	 The	 basic	 s stem	 is	
now	o er	 3 	 ears	 old	 and	 it	 is	 eight	
ears	since	the	manual	was	re amped 	
Ad ancement	in	technolog 	has	meant	

measuring	 instructors 	 It	 was	 much	
appreciated	b 	all	in	attendance

The	 ad antage	 o 	 this	 e ent	 is	
two old 	Not	 onl 	 do	we	update	our	
e perience 	 or	 in	 some	 cases	 learn	
new	 processes 	 we	 also	 ha e	 the	
abilit 	 to	 interact	 with	 members	

          

BRANCH CONTACTS
Northern	Territor 	 Chris	Clar 	 418	64 	 6
North	 ueensland	 ABA	 ce	 	3256	39 6
Central	 ueensland	 Da id	Brewer	 411	156	428
South	 ueensland	 Brett	 illaton	 484	322	966
North	New	South	 ales	 eter	Stubbs	 2 	6 43	1559
South	NS 	and	ACT	 od	Moad	 41 	695	316
ippsland 	 ictoria	 Tim	 pie	 418	1 	 54

Central	and	 reater	 ictoria	 end 	 allagher	 429	959	4 2
South	Australia	 Brett	 a mond	 418	81 	598
estern	Australia	 en	Neil	 418	926	862	

Tasmania	 	see	 ictoria
Troph 	Bowhunters	o 	Australia	 alph	Boden	 2 	4392	681

Boden 	 Special	 than s	 also	 to	 Darr l	
Bulger	 who	 supplied	 man 	 e cellent	
and	 aried	deer	heads	 or	the	members	
to	 measure 	 As	 an	 ADA	 Australian	
Deer	 Association 	 measurer 	 Darr l	
olunteered	 his	 ser ices	 to	 help	
e pand	on	the	e perience	o 	our	own	

Ladies Best of Species
Boar	 ristan	Bell	 34	4/8pt	 2 1

oat	 atherine	Agale	 12 	1/8pt	 2 1

Bu alo	 Christie	 isani	 8 	4/8pt	 2 1

Camel	 Christie	 isani	 3 	 /16pt	 2 14

Fo 	 Helen	Du 	 1 	14/16pt	 2 16

Cat	 orna	Hop ins	 	12/16pt	 1984

ed	Deer	 Christie	 isani	 268	3/8pt	 2 14

Fallow	Deer	 Margaret	Cowin	 15 	 /8pt	 199

Chital	Deer	 en 	Smith	 159	3/8pt	 2 1

Hog	Deer	 li abeth	 roctor	 11pt	 2 1

Sambar	Deer	 Nil

usa	Deer	 mma	 ohnson	 195	6/8pt	 2 16

Shar 	BHFF	 nda	Fell	 25	4/8pt	 2 16

Shar 	BF	 nda	Fell	 23	5/8pt	 2

Stingra 	BHFF	 Carol n	 undle	 9	 /8pt	 198

Stingra 	BF	 leew n	Butson	 14	3/8pt	 1986

Summary of 
Australian Bowshot Records

Species Holder Australian Record  Trophy
  Record Class Class

Boar	 Michael	Dacre	 3 	2/8	 29	 25
oat	 ames	Finla 	 151	2/8	 11 	 95

Bu alo		 ohn	 opes	 1 8	2/8	 86	4/8	 8
Camel	 imberle 	Nicholas	 32	6/16	 29	 25
Fo 	 raeme	Du 	 11	 1 	2/16	 9	3/16
Cat	 Tim	 itt- ancaster	 8	5/16	 	1 /16	
ed	Deer	 Dan	Smith	 315	3/8	 2 	 1 5

Fallow	Deer	 Darr l	Bulger	 2 6	4/8	 19 		 15
Chital	Deer	 Dan	Smith	 2 4	 16 		 14
Hog	Deer	 Stephen	Tille 	 111	 /8	 	 55
Sambar	Deer	 Dean	Scott	 2 3	5/8	 162	 /8	 14
usa	Deer	 a 	 anssen	 236	 1 	 15 	

Shar 	BHFF	 Barr 	Feene 	 35	2/8	 28	 	15
Shar 	BF	 ohn	 an	Den	Heu el	 51	6/8	 41	4/8	 	15
Stingra 	BHFF	 Barr 	Feene 	 11	3/8	 9	1/8	 	6
Stingra 	BF	 leew n	Butson	 14	3/8	 11	4/8	 	1

ar cipants and presenters at the re-accredita on ee end.

ne o  the sessions. he lecture  and the hands-on e perience.



In	 m 	 opinion	 this	 is	 the	 most	
prestigious	 award	 that	 Troph 	
Bowhunters	 Australia	 can	 gi e	 out 	
Not	enough	recognition	is	gi en	to	the	
winner	o 	 this	award 	The	bowhunter	
who	 wins	 this	 award	 must	 be	 highl 	
committed	to	the	cause	 or	the	whole	
ear 	 The	 criteria	 are	 huge 	 Firstl 	
the	 hunter	 must	 achie e	 Master	
Bowhunter	 Status an	 achie ement	
in	itsel then	ha e	as	man 	di erent	
species	as	possible	at	Troph 	Class	le el	
or	better 	Marc	Curtis	was	the	winner	
last	 ear	with	se en	species	at	TC	le el	
or	better 	This	has	been	 the	 standard	
e er 	 ear	since	the	awards	inception 		
Congratulations	 again	 to	Marc	 	 and	
all	who	ha e	won	it	in	pre ious	 ears

hundred	 percent	 con dent	 with	 all	
the	 details	 but	 I	 am	 prett 	 sure	 we	
got	most	 things	 right	 I	 am	 aware	 o 	
a	couple	o 	dramas 	but	we	are	 ing	
them 	sorr 	 raeme	and	 ohan 	I 	 ou	
thin 	 ou	 should	ha e	 got	 something	
ou	didn t	then	please	contact	me	and	
I	will	endea our	 to	ha e	 the	problem	
recti ed

ur	 new	 o ce	 manager	 err 	 is	
doing	an	e cellent	 ob	and	 is	 right	on	
top	 o 	 e er thing 	 she	 has	 alread 	
introduced	a	couple	o 	procedures	that	
should	alle iate	 last-minute	problems	
at	the	end	o 	the	 ear 	All	Branch	Field	
eps	 will	 recei e	 a	 three-monthl 	

report	on	game	claims	 or	that	period 	
A	 doublechec 	 can	 then	 be	made	 on	
claims	that	ha e	been	 orwarded 	B C	
o cers	will	also	get	a	similar	report 	
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the	 old	 s stem	 is	 ge ng	 le 	 behind 	
Don t	 get	 me	 wrong 	 the	 current	
s stem	has	ser ed	us	e ceedingl 	well	
and	those	who	introduced	it	all	those	
ears	 ago	 are	 to	 be	 congratulated	
or	 their	 ision	 and	 orethought 	
NS 	 ictoria	 and	 A	 o ernment	
departments	 ha e	 used	 the	 basis	 o 	
our	s stem	man 	times 	

As	 ice- resident	 Bowhunting 	
dealing	with	antagonists	to	our	sport 	
I	 ha e	 used	 the	 B C	 manual	 and	
our	 B C	 s stem	 to	 promote	 the	 act	
that	 we	 are	 sel 	 go erning	 and	 ta e	
pride	 in	 the	 act	 that	 we	 encourage	
responsible	 bowhunting	 at	 all	 times 	
The	B C	s stem	is	 er 	important	to	us	
and	must	sta 	but	it	can	de nitel 	be	
impro ed 	

Some	 o 	 the	 e perienced	 B C	
o cers	 came	 to	 this	 reaccreditation	
with	those	thoughts	in	mind 	so	it	was	
an	 opportunit 	 to	 use	 the	 wee end	
to	discuss	what	the	 uture	could	hold	
or	 the	whole	B C	 rogram 	The	new	
o cers	 had	 the	 chance	 to	wor 	with	
the	e perienced	o cers	and	pic 	their	
brains	on	the	best	wa 	o 	doing	things	
and	to	help	with	 ideas	 or	the	 uture 		
I	thin 	there	are	de nitel 	some	good	
ideas	in	the	pipeline 	

B 	now	all	the	Bowhunting	Awards	
should	 ha e	 been	 well	 and	 trul 	
recei ed	 b 	 those	 I	 thought	 should	
ha e	 obtained	 them 	 Congratulations	
to	all	who	collected	awards	and	than s	
also	 or	 our	continued	support	o 	the	
ABA	bowhunting	claims	s stem 	

This	 ear	was	 the	 rst	 time	 I	 had	
correlated	 the	 Bowhunting	 Awards	
m sel 	In	the	past	I	ha e	relied	hea il 	
on	 ric	 Creighton	 and	 would	 li e	 to	
ta e	 this	 opportunit 	 to	 than 	 him	
or	 all	 that	 he	 has	 done	 or	 the	 ABA	
o er	 man 	 ears 	 As	 ou	 should	 be	
aware	b 	now 	 ric	has	retired	and	as	
o 	the	start	o 	 this	 ear	we	ha e	new	
sta 	in	the	o ce 	None	o 	us	was	one	

Bowhunting	Awards
TBA	Bowhunter	o 	the	 ear

T/C	and	upward	and/or 
First	 ill/Species

GAME
CLAIMED

Bnch/Hunter	 Club	 ame	 Award	F /F S	 Si e

B	 raham	 einert	 FN 	Bowmen	 Fo 	 TC	 F S	 9	 /16
B	 raham	McComis ie	 Twin	 i ers	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	8/16
C	 Scott	Hannah	 Capricorn	Field	Archers	 abbit	 A	 F S	
C	 Da id	Brewer	 merald	Archer 	Club	 oat	 C	 	 11 	3/8
C	 Mitchell	Brewer	 merald	Archer 	Club	 oat	 C	 	 121	6/8
C	 Nic 	Molone 	 merald	Archer 	Club	 oat	 C	 	 126	1/8
C	 Sam	Molone 	 merald	Archer 	Club	 oat	 TC	 	 1 	1/8
C	 aul	 ithers	 Moranbah	Bowhunters	 	FA	 Chital	 C	 	 1 2	6/8
C	 ebecca	Darb 	 Sa on	Archer 	Club	 oat	 A	 F /F S	
D	 Alan	 obertson	 range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 C	 	 22 	2/8
D	 Drew	 dwards	 range	Bowmen	 Fo 	 TC	 F S	 1 	4/16
D	 Drew	 dwards	 range	Bowmen	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16	
D	 raham	Newell	 range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 TC	 	 189	5/8
D	 raham	Newell	 range	Bowmen	 Fallow	 C	 	 2 9	6/8
D	 Thomas	Hoo er	 Independent	 ed	 C	 F /F S	 2 5
D	 Tro 	 ard	 a eside	Bowmen	 oat	 A	 F /F S	
D	 Tro 	 ard	 a eside	Bowmen	 Fallow	 A	 F S	
D	 Darr l	Bulger	 aci c	Bowmen	 Fallow	 C	 	 212	 /8
D	 Be an	Blac loc 	 enegade	Bowmen	 Fallow	 C	 F S	 191	4/8
D	 Be an	Blac loc 	 enegade	Bowmen	 oat	 C	 	 115	1/8
D	 Damien	Norris	 enegade	Bowmen	 oat	 TC	 F /F S	 1
D	 eter	 obinson	 enegade	Bowmen	 oat	 TC	 	 1 	6/8
D	 ade	B gra e	 enegade	Bowmen	 Fallow	 C	 F S	 2 3	 /8
	 ar 	 ander	 Central	Coast	Moonterra	 Scaled	Fish	 A	 F S	
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	



	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 C	 	 1 	1 /16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	8/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	13/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	6/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	 /16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	13/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	 raeme	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	 /16	
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	13/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	3/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	8/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	11/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	13/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	9/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	5/16
	 Helen	Du 	 Northern	Tableland	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
F	 Dan	 odubins i	 Independent	 Camel	 TC	 F S	 28	11/16
F	 Dan	 odubins i	 Independent	 Camel	 C	 	 3 	1/16
F	 Dan	 odubins i	 Independent	 Camel	 TC	 	 31	8/16
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 C	 	 11 	2/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 C	 	 112	2/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 C	 	 111	5/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 TC	 	 1 5	4/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 C	 	 124
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 TC	 	 1 	1/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 oat	 TC	 	 99	2/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 ig	 TC	 	 26	4/8
F	 u e	Sampson	 agga	 agga	Field	Archers	 Cat	 C	 	 	12/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	9/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 C	 	 1 	3/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	4/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	5/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	Da id	 u ord	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 C	 	 1 	3/16
	D lan	Ta lor	 Macalister	Troph 	Bowhunters	 Sambar	 A	 F S	

H	 li abeth	 roctor	 est	 ippsland	Field	Archers	 Fallow	 A	 F S	
H	 li abeth	 roctor	 est	 ippsland	Field	Archers	 Sambar	 A	 F S	
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 1
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	5/16
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	5/16
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	15/16
	 u e	Hebb	 eel	Archers	 Fo 	 C	 	 1 	2/16
	 uine a	 ar er	 eel	Archers	 Scaled	Fish	 A	 F S	
	 Brett	Thomas	 A	 eld	 	Bowhunters	 Cat	 A	 F /F S	
	 Brett	Thomas	 A	 eld	 	Bowhunters	 oat	 A	 F S	
	 Brett	Thomas	 A	 eld	 	Bowhunters	 Fo 	 TC	 F S	 9	4/16
	 Angus	 cer	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fallow	 A	 F S	
	 Angus	 cer	 estern	 lains	Archers	 oat	 A	 F S	
	 Cher l	Morris	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Hog	Deer	 TC	 F S	 6 	5/8
	 Doug	Bourman	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Stingra 	 TC	 	 	3/8
	 Doug	Bourman	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Stingra 	 TC	 	 	4/8
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	 Doug	Bourman	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Stingra 	 TC	 	 6	2/8
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Cat	 C	 F S	 	13/16
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 1 	1/16
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	 /16
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	9/16
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	1 /16
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Cat	 TC	 	
	 oshua	Balsle 	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	6/16
	 lo d	Scott	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	6/16
	 lo d	Scott	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 C	 	 1 	 /16
	 lo d	Scott	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Fo 	 TC	 	 9	12/16
	 Tro 	Morris	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Shar 	 TC	 	 16
	 Tro 	Morris	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Stingra 	 TC	 	 6	2/8
	 Tro 	Morris	 estern	 lains	Archers	 Stingra 	 TC	 	 6
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Submit your story and 
photos to the Gold Pen Award 

competition until the end of June 
2018 and be in the running to win a 
red deer hunt with Trophy Bowhunts 
Australia valued at $2000 and a gold 
pen as well as the writer’s fee you receive 
when your story is used.

Send your entries to  
Archery Action Gold Pen Writers’ 
Award,  PO Box 638, Stanthorpe, 
Qld 4380 or email
editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
Subject: Gold Pen Award entry

All hunting stories are automatically 
entered in this competition

 Introducing 
NEW TBA MEMBER

Jennifer Vanderburg
here do you live
I	 li e	near	 ichmond	NS 	 in	a	small	countr 	 town	called	 lossodia 	There	

were	a	number	o 	deer	 arms	located	throughout	the	Haw esbur 	area 	but	most	
o 	the	deer	 arms	no	longer	e ist 	There	is	the	occasional	sighting	o 	deer	in	the	
local	area 	

hat club do you belong to and ho  long have you been a member o  your club 
and the A A

I	ha e	been	a	member	o 	the	ABA	 or	appro imatel 	 our	 ears 	I	li e	between	
two	 archer 	 club	 so	 I	 became	 a	member	 o 	 both	 clubs Campbelltown	 Field	
Archers	and	 ithgow	 alle 	Archers

o you hold any posi ons in the club
I	do	the	membership/ oining	 ee	 or	new	and	old	members	 or	Campbelltown	

Field	Archers

hat is your choice o  e uipment compound, tradi onal etc
A er	starting	with	the	Bear	Finness	4 lb	I	 uic l 	upgraded	to	the	 pedition	

range	 a er	 tal ing	 to	 Adam	 at	 Ten	 one	Archer 	 I	 hunt	with	 the	 pedition	
cursion	and	 or	Target	I	shoot	 pedtion	 centric 	both	in	6-inch	brace	height	

58lb
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owhunting
achievements
to	Ma 	31 	2 18

Master Bowhunter
T ler	At inson		 	 42
raeme	Du 	 	 4

Helen	Du 	 	 39

Trophy Bowhunter Award
u e	Sampson	 	 28
Da id	 u ord	 	 21

Bowhunter Award
u e	Hebb	 	 19
lissa	 osemond	 	 12

Bowhunter Royale
lissa	 osemond
Dan	 odubins i

Bowhunter Imperial
oshua	Balsle
Be an	Blac loc
u e	Hebb
u e	Sampson
aul	 ithers

Bowhunter Supreme
Nil	 urther	since	last	report

Senior Member of TBA
Dan	 odubins i

em ers dmitted to  
lu  mem ership granted 

a er ta ing rst rophy lass or 
etter animal

Mitchell	Brewer
Drew	 dwards
Thomas	Hoo er
Samuel	Molone
Damien	Norris
Brett	Thomas

o  o en do you go hun ng and hat is your pre erred game to hunt
A er	two	 ears	o 	 eld	archer 	m 	husband	and	 I	decided	to	gi e	hunting	

a	go 	 e	 umped	straight	 into	the	deep	end	and	did	a	 allow	deer	hunt 	 I	was	
success ul	in	har esting	m 	 rst	 allow	doe	and	ha e	been	hoo ed	e er	since 	I	
tr 	to	hunt	at	least	once	a	month 	we	normall 	target	goats	and	pigs	but	pre er	to	
hunt	 allow	during	the	rut

o you have any bo hun ng goals that you ould li e to achieve
I	 am	 een	 to	add	 to	m 	deer	 species	 and	ha e	 lined	up	a	 chital	 hunt	ne t	

Februar 	M 	dream	is	to	be	able	to	hunt	hog	deer	as	I	 nd	them	intriguing	and	
will	be	entering	the	Hog	Deer	Ballot	this	 ear

id you no  much about A be ore this
nl 	 rom	the	Archery Ac on	maga ine

he A ommittee congratulates you on your achievement, Jenni er.
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National   Safari

The	 2 18	 National	 ABA	 Sa ari 	
National	3D	Championships	and	
National	 IFAA	 Championships	

were	held	at	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters 	
Alice	 Springs 	 The	 ABA	 rounds	 were	
held	 on	 ood	 Frida 	 and	 Saturda 	
the	3D	competition	was	held	on	Sun-
da 	and	 aster	Monda 	Tuesda 	was	
a	rest	da 	and	the	IFAA	championships	
were	 held	 rom	 ednesda 	 to	 Sun-
da 	 Those	 who	 shot	 e er thing	 par-

Report by
ABA Vice-President Field (Acting)

TREVOR PICKETT
Photos by

KERRY CHANDLER
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National   Safari
DEAD CENTRE BOWHUNTERS
ALICE SPRINGS

2018

ticipated	in	nine	da s	o 	competition 	a	
marathon	e ort	shooting	in	35-degree	
heat 	 continuousl 	 battling	 the	 e er	
present	 ies

Despite	the	conditions 	good	scores	
were	shot	 or	all	e ents 	records	were	
bro en	 and	 the	 le el	 o 	 competition	
was	 high 	 ust	 as	 we	 ha e	 come	 to	
e pect	at	a	national	championship 	

In	 the	 ABA	 Championships	 ohn	
Hester	too 	out	the	Men s	Bowhunter	

nlimited	Australian	 Champion	 patch	
b 	 two	 points 	 Dion	 oodborne	 was	
a	 er 	close	second 	 erard	Miles	won	
Men s	 Freest le	 nlimited	 shooting	 a	
per ect	4 	in	the	second	three-arrow	
round 	 Brett	 a mond	 won	 Men s	
Bowhunter	Compound 	with	Al n	Bell	
second	and	Brian	Ta lor	third

At	 the	 presentations	 the	 winners	
o 	 the	 outh	 riting	 Competition	
were	 announced	 and	 some	 were	

present	 to	 hear	 their	 names	 called 	
Congratulations	to	all	those	winners 	

The	 3D	 championships	 were	
as	 hotl 	 contested	 as	 the	 ABA	
championships 	The	Men s	Bowhunter	
nlimited	 A	 rade	 di ision	 was	 won	

b 	Damien	 rmiston	with	 ohn	Mc a 	
second	and	Mar 	Burrows	third 	 ohn	
shot	 the	 rst	 per ect	 one-arrow	 3D	
round	 4 	 score 	 under	 the	 new	
3D	 ormat	 rules 	 This	 is	 an	 e cellent	
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e ort 	 oc 	Thompson	won	the	Men s	
Freest le	 nlimited	di ision	 rom	Brad	
Stephan	 and	 Mitchell	 ing 	 In	 the	
Men s	 Bowhunter	 A	 rade	 di ision	
Brett	 a mond	again	 came	 rst 	with	
Al n	 Bell	 second	 and	 eter	 udge	
third 	 During	 the	 3D	 presentations 	
the	winner	 o 	 the	 trip	 to	 the	Nor ol 	
Island	 3D	 competition	 was	 drawn 	
Congratulations	 to	 Hugo	 obb	 who	 I	
now	will	en o 	the	trip
The	 National	 IFAA	 championships	

were	a	gruelling	 e	da s	o 	shooting	
and	 a	 particular	 mention	 should	 be	
made	o 	the	group	o 	cub	girls	who	shot	
e cellent	 scores	 and	 demonstrated	
repeatedl 	that	archer 	is	 un 	I	should	
also	 mention	 the	 olunteer	 minders	
who	 loo ed	 a er	 the	 girls 	 Sall -Ann 	
Donna 	 eanne	and	Cher l-Anne	all	did	
an	e cellent	 ob 	

Donna	 rmiston	too 	out	the	 adies	
Bowhunter	 nlimited	 di ision 	 oanne	
Bogie	 won	 the	 adies 	 Bowhunter	
imited	di ision	 brea ing	se eral	o 	her	

own	 Australian	 records 	 and	 ebecca	
Darb 	 won	 the	 adies 	 Freest le	
nlimited	 di ision 	 In	 the	 Men s	

Bowhunter	 Compound	 di ision 	 Al n	
Bell	too 	 rst	place	with	Brett	 a mond	
second	and	 eter	 udge	third

Branch	 teams	 were	 submitted	
or	 all	 three	 championships	 and	
teams	 rom	se en	o 	the	1 	Branches	
competed 	 The	 Branch	 D	 adult	 team	
had	 a	 resounding	 ictor 	 clean-
sweeping	 all	 three	 e ents 	 Northern	
New	 South	 ales	 Branch	 de eated	
Central	 ueensland	 Branch	 in	 the	
unior	ABA	Teams	competition

The	A e	and	 ni e	competition	was	
also	 airl 	well	contested 	 esults	were	
listed	 in	 the	pre ious	 issue	o 	Archer 	
Action

An	 e ent	 li e	 this	 is	 a	 combined	
e ort	and	I	need	to	than 	some	people 	
I d	 li e	 to	 than 	 Ian 	 all 	 Shirle 	
oss	 and	 the	 rest	 o 	 the	 Dead	 Centre	

Bowhunters	 club	 members	 or	 all	 o 	
their	e orts 	The	club s	bacon-and-egg	

rolls	and	co ee	were	a	 er 	important	
part	o 	m 	da 	The	club	onl 	has	a	small	
core	 group	 o 	wor ers	 and	 the 	 did	 a	
great	 ob 	I d	li e	to	ac nowledge	Tan a	
rom	 Subwa 	Mt	 illen	who	 pro ided	
lunches	 e er 	 da 	 o 	 competition	
e en	though	some	da s	she	was	 luc 	
to	 brea 	 e en 	 I d	 li e	 to	 than 	 the	
National	 ecuti e	 or	 all	 their	 help	
leading	 up	 to	 and	 during	 the	 e ent 	
The 	 made	 m 	 ob	 as	 Shoot	 Director	
so	much	easier 	The	National	 ecuti e	
has	 gone	 through	 some	 changes	 this	
ear 	man 	o 	us	are	new	to	our	roles 	
et	 I	 thin 	we	bonded	as	a	group	and	
were	 able	 to	 con dentl 	 resol e	 the	
problems	 we	 encountered 	 Finall 	 I d	
li e	to	than 	all	o 	the	archers	and	their	
amilies	who	 tra elled	 to	Alice	Springs	
to	ma e	2 18	a	success ul	Sa ari 	I	thin 	
we	had	competitors	 rom	e er 	Branch	
in	Australia 	an	outstanding	e ort

I d	 li e	to	 lea e	 ou	with	one	 nal	
thought 	 An 	 archer 	 shoot	 where	
people	ha e	to	tra el	great	distances	to	

check stroke on first couple of words on this page
and last couple of words previous page after spellchecking
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compete	 will	 alwa s	 generate	 stories	
that	will	be	told	around	camp res	 or	
ears	 to	 come 	 This	 National	 Sa ari	
was	no	di erent 	The	drama	with	the	
hire	 truc 	 ason s	 encounter	 with	 a	
cow 	 an s	 Blowtech 	 Sall s	 termite	
mound 	 uth	and	Thor s	toilet	cleaning	
prowess	 and	 ohn s	 -ingesting	 top	
score	 all	 immediatel 	 spring	 to	mind 	
but	m 	 a ourite	stor 	 rom	this	shoot	
will	alwa s	be	the	 ollowing	one

arl 	 in	 the	 competition	 a	 oung	
man	 and	 his	 uncle	 dro e	 up	 to	 the	
archer 	club 	The 	came	and	spo e	to	
me	 and	 told	me	 that	 the	 oung	man	
was	 in	 the	 nal	 stages	 o 	 pancreatic	
cancer	and	 that	he	was	 tra elling	 the	
countr 	 tr ing	 to	 complete	 a	 buc et	
list	 o 	 things	 he	 had	 alwa s	 wanted	
to	do 	Archer 	was	on	the	 list	and	he	
had	come	to	the	club	to	 nd	out	i 	he	
could	 ha e	 a	 go 	 I	 told	 him	 that	 our	
national	 competition	 was	 currentl 	
under	wa 	but	 i 	 he	wanted	 to	 come	
bac 	that	a ernoon	we	could	arrange	
something 	 I	 spo e	 to	 Tom 	 our	
National	 Director	 o 	 Coaching	 about	
super ising	 the	 session 	 He	 said	 that	
un ortunatel 	he	had	to	go	 into	town	
to	 sort	 out	 the	 issues	 with	 the	 hire	
truc 	 he d	 tr 	 to	 get	 bac 	 in	 time 	
and	 suggested	 I	 tal 	 to	 indsa 	 uile	
Branch	 B	 coach 	 to	 see	 i 	 he	 could	
assist 	 indsa 	readil 	agreed	and	Dead	
Centre	Bowhunters	 ga e	us	 access	 to	
their	club	bows	and	arrows 	 hen	the	

man	 and	 his	 uncle	 returned 	 indsa 	
helped	him	select	a	recur e	and	some	
arrows	and	we	wandered	down	to	the	
practice	butts 	 er	 the	 ne t	 hour	 or	
so	 I	 watched	 indsa 	 trans orm	 this	
oung	 man	 rom	 a	 complete	 no ice	
who	 struggled	 and	 shoo 	 ust	 pulling	
bac 	 a	 recur e	 to	 a	 con dent	 archer	
who	 could	 draw 	 anchor 	 release	 and	
hit	a	target 	I ll	ne er	 orget	the	smile	
on	the	 oung	man s	 ace	while	he	was	
concentrating	on	shooting	a	bow	and	
orge ng	about	his	 illness 	A er	he d	
nished	 shooting	 he	 than ed	 indsa 	

and	 me	 or	 le ng	 him	 tr 	 archer 	
e en	though	our	national	competition	
was	 going	 on 	 e	 told	 him	 that	 he	
was	 er 	welcome	and	presented	him	
and	 his	 uncle	 with	 an	 ABA	 cap	 each	
to	 remember	 us	 b 	 e	 wished	 him	
well	 and	 he	 and	 his	 uncle	 dro e	 o 	
to	their	ne t	ad enture 	It	was	 ust	b 	
chance	 that	 the 	 happened	 to	 come	
to	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters	when	the	
Sa ari	was	on 	but	 I	 now	that	 i 	 the 	
had	 arri ed	 at	 an 	 other	 ABA	 club	 in	
Australia 	 the 	 wouldn t	 ha e	 been	
turned	awa

Isn t	this	a	gorgeous	photo 	It	was	ta en	b 	one	o 	the	participants	o 	the	National	
Sa ari	at	Alice	Springs 	 It	did 	howe er 	come	at	a	cost 	 n	a	sightseeing	tour	to	
ings	Can on 	a	cow	was	sadl 	in	the	wrong	place	at	the	wrong	time 	The	tra ellers	

were	prett 	much	in	the	middle	o 	nowhere	and	the	4 D 	which	was	the	apple	o 	
hubb s	e e 	did	not	 are	well	 rom	the	chance	meeting 	The	insurance	compan 	
came	good	with	a	H undai	i3 	to	get	them	to	Alice	Springs	and	the	National	Sa ari	
so	the 	 aliantl 	stu ed	the	contents	o 	the	4 D	into	it 	The	 ront	seat	passenger	
had	a	batter 	 or	a	 ootrest 	but	all	the	same	 nees	b 	the	ears	seemed	better	than	
ha ing	to	wal 	And	because	the	accident	happened	so	 ar	awa 	 rom	a	main	centre	
it	was	 irtuall 	impossible 	and	much	too	e pensi e 	to	bring	the	 ehicle	home	to	
be	 ed 	And	while	 this	 little	 stor 	 doesn t	ha e	 the	usual	 humour	 attached 	 it	
came	to	me	that	in	this	instance	the	cow	had	the	last	word 	 r	ma be	it	was	the	
husband 	And	ma be	it	was	a	word	I	shouldn t	repeat	here 	

The Last Word
a t  Safari
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How	 can	 one	 describe	 such	
an	 awesome	 e perience	 in	 a	
short	stor

The	 e citement	 started	 rom	 the	
er 	 beginning	 when	 the	 decision	
was	made	to	attend	the	Sa ari 	Ha ing	
heard	 rom	 ormer	participants	that	it	
was	a	 ha e-to 	must-do 	at	least	once 	
m 	 curiosit 	 was	 tic led	 e en	 more 	
ith	 the	 pre-nominations	 sent	 and	

paid	 or	 it	 was	 onward	 and	 upward	
with	 ight	 boo ings 	 accommodation	
and	transport	to	organise 	A er	using	
a	 tra el	 guide	 to	 get	 tic ets	 sorted 	
accommodation	 was	 helped	 along	
b 	 riends	 Cher lanne	 and	 osh	 and	
we	 boo ed	 into	 a	 bac pac er	 hostel 	
Cher lanne	 boo ed	 the	 transport	 so	
e er thing	was	read 	 or	the	trip 	Ne t	
to	 sort	 was	 the	 wor 	 en ironment 	
This	was	 all	 done	months	 in	 ad ance	
so	it	was	a	long	wait 	

hen	it	came	time	to	chec 	about	
luggage 	 I	 ound	 that	 the	 baggage	
weight	criteria	to	be	an	issue 	As	it	was	
going	 to	 be	m 	 rst	 time	attending	 a	
competition	 so	 ar	 awa 	 m 	 mind	
boggled	o er	what	to	ta e 	what	would		
t 	 and	 i 	 I	 reall 	 needed	 it 	 lus 	m 	

head	 was	 spinning	 rom	 so	 much	
ad ice	 rom	di erent	directions 	

But	at	 last	 I	got	m 	priorities	right	
and	 realised	 m 	 bow s	 hard	 case	
wouldn t	 t	 all	 I	 wanted	 to	 ta e	 so	
another	case	was	re uired 	I	was	luc 	
to	 nd	 a	 second-hand	 Fi ics	 case	 I	
would	 ha e	 paid	 ull	 price	 or	 a	 new	
one	because	o 	the	remar able	space	
and	 sa et 	 or	 the	 main	 centrepiece 	
the	bow 	It	was	so	well	set	out	that	all	
the	accessories	and	e en	some	clothes	
tted	as	well 	an	awesome	case 	I	also	

ohn	 Johnboy alton’	Hester	pro ides	

A trip to  

ALICE  

had	 a	 carr -on	 or	 more	 clothes	 and	
toiletries

Doing	m 	 last	 chec 	 I	 realised	 I d	
been	 boo ed	 or	 luru 	 So	 I	 had	 to	
re-boo 	another	 ight	one	wee 	be ore	
the	Sa ari 	Ha ing	sorted	e er thing 	I	
was	 up	 earl 	 or	 the	 train	 trip	 to	 the	
airport 	which	was	interesting	as	it	had	
been	 uite	a	 ew	 ears	since	 I d	been	
on	 public	 transport 	 At	 the	 airport 	
it	 too 	 three	 tries	 to	 get	 through	 the	
securit 	chec 	 damned	metal 	but	it	
ended	up	being	o a 	 hile	waiting 	I	
saw	 a	 ew	 shad 	 characters	 lingering	
around	the	 ight	dec 	I	could	tell	the 	
were	outward	bound	 or	Alice	as	well 	

anding	 in	 Alice	 was	 uite	 a	
surprise 	 as	 I	 had	 ne er	 entured	
there 	 It	 was	 eeril 	 uaint 	 and	 es 	
those	 shad 	 characters	 appeared	
there	as	well 	

I	 waited	 or	 m 	 companions	 or	
uite	 some	time	till	 I	 ound	 out	 the 	

had	 been	 misled	 and	 had	 landed	 at	
luru 	 So	 I	 grabbed	 the	 hire	 car	 and	

dashed	 o er	 to	 pic 	 them	 up 	 which	
was	a	e perience	 in	 itsel 	 I	arri ed	at	
luru	along	with	the	sunset	 	then	we	

started	 the	 dash	 bac 	 atching	 out	
or	the	wildli e	was	tric 	Tric ier	still	
was	missing	 the	 last	petrol	 station	b 	
2 	minutes 	so	we	didn t	arri e	at	the	
bac pac er	 hostel	 until	 the	 ne t	 da 	
And	what	a	place	it	was the	people	
were	so	in iting	and	the	place	e uded	
a	 uaint	 atmosphere 	 I	 wouldn t	
hesitate	 to	 return	at	 an 	time 	 it	was	
ust	what	the	doctor	ordered

e	 headed	 or	 Dead	 Centre	

 targets  me to get busy.

A participant ’s perspective
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Bowhunters	 to	 amiliarise	 oursel es	
with	 the	 enue	 and	 the	 plan	 or	 the	
e ents 	 There	 was	 time	 or	 a	 uic 	
catch-up	 with	 riends	 and	 to	 throw	
some	arrows	be ore	going	bac 	to	the	
hostel	 or	a	needed	rest

e	were	up	earl 	 the	ne t	da 	 to	
go	bac 	to	the	 enue	 or	a	last-minute	
practice 	The	 long	awaited	3D	 targets	
had	arri ed 	and	with	man 	pu ng	up	
their	hands	to	help 	all	was	sorted	and	
the	 enue	was	read

ith	 an iet 	 racing	 be ore	 the	
e ent	start 	we	arri ed	well	in	ad ance	
or	 a	 little	 practice	 and	 to	 catch	 up	
with	 other	 entrants	 as	 we	 waited	
or	 muster 	 The	 hooter	 sounded	 and	
muster	was	called	as	some	18 	to	2 	
archers	 came	 together	 while	 Tre or	
laid	 down	 some	 laws	 and	 ad ice 	
roup	 introductions	 were	 great	 as	 a	

long-time	 riend	 obin	 Huc ett	 was	
there	and	new	 riends	in	Scott	Hannah	
and	 enneth	 Henderson	 rom	 the	
north 	 e	 went	 o 	 to	 the	 range
and	what	 a	 range	 it	was 	 challenging	
both	 mentall 	 and	 ph sicall 	 It	 was	
awesome	to	shoot

The	ne t	da 	pro ed	great	as	well 	
The	 our	stooges	had	a	great	time	until	
Scott	had	to	lea e	on	a	 amil 	matter 	
e	 all	 missed	 his	 li el 	 banter	 and	

hope	we	will	 catch	 up	with	 him	 at	 a	
uture	 shoot 	 At	 the	 end	 o 	 the	 rst	
two	da s	o 	 shooting	 the	ABA	 round 	
I	 was	 surprised	 to	 be	 the	 podium	
position	 ta er	with	 Damien	 rmiston	
second	 and	Dion	 oodborne	 third	 	
a 	team 	As	ABA	National	Champion	
or	 2 18 	 I	was	 o er	 the	moon 	A er	
that 	Branch	 	 came	 in	 second	 in	 the	
teams	e ent	so	b 	da s	end	there	was	
a	 gold 	 sil er	 and	 national	 champion	
to	celebrate 	M 	companion	 osh	also	
became	 the	national	 champion	 in	 his	
grade	 as	 well	 as	 ge ng	 gold	 in	 the	
Branch	 	team	 uniors 	

I	 was	 e cited	 the	 ne t	 da 	 to	 get	
going	on	the	3D	round 	This	time	I	was	
with	Mar 	B 	Darren	and	a	 unior 	I	had	
a	nightmare	round 	M 	shots	were	o 	

and	 I	 was	 ading	 ast 	 The	 ollowing	
da 	was	 e uall 	 dismal 	 B 	 da s	 end	
I	had	dropped	out	o 	an 	contention 	
A	 bow	 inspection	 ollowed	 and	 I	 had	
a	realisation	o 	the	worst	 ind	as	one	
string	had	bro en	a	 ew	strands 	 anic	
set	in 	I	was	in	the	middle	o 	nowhere	
with	a	bro en	string

This	 is	 where	 ou	 ha e	 to	 ha e	
the	 utmost	 respect	 or	 this	 sport 	 So	
man 	 people	 came	 to	 help 	 andall	
	 ellings 	 than 	 ou	 so	 much	 or	
our	 contribution	 o 	 string	 material 	
support 	 indness 	and	 I	 still	owe	 ou	
a	 drin 	 and	 I	 won t	 orget 	 Damien	

rmiston	 or	 ser ing	 and	 ust	 being	
a	 great	 riend	 and	 competitor 	 oc 	
Thompson	 or	 hands	 on	 and	 another	
great	 riend 	 erard	Miles	again	ad ice	
and	 a	 great	 riend 	 oss	 rom	 Dead	
Centre	 Bowhunters	 or	 opening	 the	
wor shop	 and	 allowing	us	 to	 use	 the	
e uipment	re uired	 or	ma ing	a	string	
on	 the	 go 	 There	 are	 so	man 	others	
who	were	there	 or	a	need 	shooter
than 	 ou	all	 rom	 the	bottom	o 	m 	
heart	 	 i 	 it	 wasn t	 or	 ou	 all	 I d	 be	
si ng	 in	 the	 clubhouse	 ha ing	 un	
with	an	awesome	girl	pu ng	up	with	
all	 o 	m 	 chee iness 	 than 	 ou	 too 	

ro en but not de eated. ther archers came to the rescue o  the bro en string.

A special moment  on the podium or en’s o hunter nlimited A rade.



ARCHERY ACTION22

Ne t	morning	I	was	part	o 	a	new	
group	 with	 obin	 Huc ett 	 eter	
Fiebig 	 ohnathon	Mc a 	 	as	alwa s 	
a	great	bunch	o 	gu s	 to	shoot	with 	
Now	tuned	and	sighted	I	was	o 	to	a	
reasonable	start	so	it	was	time	to	put	
head	 down	 and	 tail	 up 	 These	 gu s	
were	so	awesome	to	me 	 e	all	had	
a	great	shoot	e en	though	it	was	 ind	
o 		 unn 	ha ing	big	 ohnathon	behind	
me	breathing	li e	he	was	about	to	rip	
me	 apart	 I m	 a	 short	 arse 	 as	 ou	
now 	B 	da s	 end	 I d	had	a	blit er	
with	 a	 52 	 or	 a	 great	 comebac 	
which	now	had	put	me	bac 	to	third	
a er	dropping	down	to	 h 	

epair ob.

Then	 it	 was	 down	 to	 the	 animal	
round	 and	 I	 was	 bac 	 with	 Damien 	
Dion	and	Stuart	 or	the	last	round	with	
one	 point	 each	 separating	 second 	
third	 and	 ourth 	with	 Damien	 o 	 in	
ront 	 hat	 a	da 	 e	all	 shot	 great	
and	were	nec 	and	nec 	 or	most	o 	
the	da 	Stuart	had	a	 etch	go 	which	
roc ed	 his	 rh thm	 and	 b 	 da s	 end	
Dion	 tromped	 with	 a	 clean	 round 	
Now	 it	 was	 o er	 and	 we	 were	 ust	
waiting	 or	the	last	results

It	was	 e citing	 to	 be	 bac 	 on	 the	
podium	 in	 third	 place 	 with	 Dion	
second	and	Damien	ta ing	honours

hat	 can	 I	 sa 	 about	 the	 whole	
e perience 	 I m	 ust	 about	 lost	 or	
words	 about	 the	 man 	 people	 who	
ust	 made	 e er one	 welcome	 with	
clean	banter	and	 un	to	all	that	made	
this	a	great	time 	not	 orge ng	Tomm 	
and	Fish	on	the	practice	range

As	I	lea e	Dead	Centre	Bowhunters	
with	 a	 gold 	 sil er	 and	 bron e with	
osh	 going	 home	 with	 e	 golds	
himsel the	 memories	 will	 be	
e erlasting 	

ould	 I	 come	 bac 	 again 	 es 	
in	 a	 heartbeat	 	 and	 ma be	 or	 a	
little	 longer	 ne t	 time	 to	 en o 	 this	
great	 countr 	 In	 the	meantime 	 this	
e perience	 has	 taught	 me	 so	 much	
and	 opened	 m 	 hori ons	 or	 more	
ad entures	within	this	ama ing	sport 	
ith	great	competitors	and	awesome	

en ironments 	 wh 	 wouldn t	 ou	
want	more

nce	 again 	 than s	 to	 those	who	
made	this	a	lasting	memor

girls 	There	are	so	man 	more	people	
who	made	the	whole	e perience	into	
a	positi e	one	and	m 	apologies	i 	I e	
not	mentioned	 ou 	 but	 the	 eelings	
are	the	same	 or	all 	This	is	wh 	I	li e	
this	 sport	 and	 the	people	who	ma e	
all	worthwhile 	String	made	and	 tted 	
tuning	 done 	 I	 was	 o 	 to	 sight	 it	 in 	
ith	eight	arrows	 in	 the	 e	at	4 m	

at	the	practice	butts 	I	was	sto ed	and	
read 	 or	the	IFAA

A	 new	da 	 a	 new	muster 	 a	 new	
group 	 Damien	 rmiston 	 Dion	
oodborne	 and	 Stuart	 erett	went	

with	me	o 	to	the	target	 or	the	 rst	
da 	which	was	not	 as	 good	as	 I	 had	
e pected	 due	 to	 mis udging	 some	
targets	 so	b 	da s	end	 it	was	onl 	a	
respectable	score

oo ing	at	the	cam 	I	realised	it	had	
turned	while	the	string	had	stretched	
during	the	da 	so	it	was	bac 	 or	more	
tune-ups 	

Another	 da 	 another	 round 	 and	
o 	 we	 trotted	 to	 en o 	 what	 this	
awesome	 enue	 had	 been	 pro iding	
us	 or	a	 ew	da s 	

As	the	da 	progressed 	the	aim	was	
out	again	and	b 	the	da s	end	again	
the	cam	had	turned	and	another	tune	
and	re-sight	was	re uired

M 	 third	 da 	 was	 disastrous	 on	
the	 eld 	 I	 dropped	 wa 	 too	 man 	
points	 and	 got	 rustrated	 as	 well	
which	 didn t	 help	 and	 b 	 da s	 end	
hadn t	 e en	 crac ed	 the	 5 	 The	
cam	 had	 again	 slightl 	 turned	 so	
another	 tune	 and	 this	 time	 I	 re-set	
the	pins	on	the	sight	as	a	last	resort 	

All prices are a guide only as people require 
different options so please call for a quote.
Hunts are all inclusive except: Alcohol and 
Trophy Fees (Trophy Fees on application)
Indemnity Waiver to be signed at pickup.
Special Hunts are available from time to time 
so if you are flexible you can get a great deal 
on some hunts. All you have to do is get on 
the emergency list and you are notified every 
time a special deal comes along.

Fully Guided Hunts for:
Red Deer - March/April from $1800 (5 days) includes a doe, 
trophy fee if stag taken.

Chital Deer - January to May from $2500 (5 days) includes a 
stag and unlimited does.

Bu�alo - June to August (6 days) fully guided hunts, POA.

Wild Boar - August to October from $4000 (10 days).
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GAME
CLAIMED

This issue’s winners

COMPETITION
Email your game photos 
(minimum 1MB in size) to editor@
archer yac tionmagazine.com 
(Subject: Northern Comp) to be 
in the running to receive one of 
two six-packs of …

This issue’s
WINNER

Dave Teitzel, TC goat 106 4/8pt.

Darryl Bulger, RC fallow deer 212 7/8pt.

Dylan Taylor, goat.

Quineka Parker,  
s ngray.

Cheryl Morris, TC hog deer 60 5/8pt.
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Jodie Franklin.



JUNIORS  
Send in your game photos for a chance to 

win a six-pack of broadheads from

 Email your photo entry to:
    editor@archeryactionmagazine.com
          Subject: Junior Photo Comp
                 Include your name and address

Dave Pender, TC pig 27 2/8pt.

Scott eado s,  pig  pt.

Gary Lander, RC goat 112 2/8pt.

Luke Hebb, TC cat, 7pt.
Bevan Blacklock, RC goat  

RC 115 1/8pt.
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This issue’s winner— 
Mitchell Brewer.
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Trad	 shooting	 is	 one	 o 	 the	
astest	 growing	 aspects	 o 	 our	
great	sport	o 	archer 	and	trad-

dedicated	 TAA	 clubs	 are	 springing	
up	 all	 o er	 Australia 	 I	 urge	 all	 trad	
shooters	to	get	behind	our	association 	
Traditional	Archer 	Australia 	the	 oice	
o 	 trad	 shooting	 in	Australia	which	at	
present	 has	 nearl 	 1 	 members	

and	 is	 growing	 steadil 	 all	 the	 time 	
due	in	large	part	to	the	dedicated	and	
persistent	e orts	o 	 eith	Speight	and	
his	willing	and	able	committee 	TAA	is	
made	up	 o 	 enthusiastic	 archers	who	
pre er	shooting	unencumbered	bows 	
recur es 	 longbows 	 and	 horse	 bows	
using	simple	but	o en	elegantl 	cra ed	
and	 sometimes	 beauti ull 	 decorated 
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words 
  Dale Marsh     
photos 
  Heather Pender

 8th Barambah

Trad Bash
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8 3 am	we	were	on	the	practice	range	
warming	up	the	bows	and	tr ing	to	get	
the	brain	wor ing 	 e	were	e tremel 	
luc 	to	be	able	to	shoot	with	all	round	
nice	 gu 	Mar 	 oener	 and	 the	 uiet	
and	li eable	Con	Hendric s 	two	o 	the	
nest	people	I	ha e	e er	met

e	were	warml 	 and	 respec ull 	
welcomed	 to	 the	 shoot	 at	 muster	
b 	 resident	 en	 Da is	 and	 gi en	
instructions	 or	 the	 da 	 It s	 so	much	
nicer	 when	 the	 person	 conducting	
muster	 spea s	 to	 the	 mob	 in	 a	
reasonable	 and	 riendl 	 wa 	 instead	

in	 the	 camping	 area 	 The	 Barambah	
club	is	 er 	special 	the	club	members	
are	 all	 riendl 	 countr 	 people	 who	
ne er	 ail	to	gi e	 ou	a	warm	countr 	
welcome 	And	it s	alwa s	nice	to	meet	
up	 with	 old	 riends	 around	 a	 la 	
camp re 	The	club	was	started	in	1985	
and	the	president	 is	an	a able	 oung	
man	b 	name	o 	 en	Da is 	The	range	
captain	is	the	 er 	able	 oe	Ansell	who	
set	a	mean	course 	 I m	re erring	to	the	
act	that	it	was	interesting	and	loads	o 	
un	but	challenging	as	well

Saturda 	 came	 around 	 and	 b 	
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wooden	 arrows 	 This	 is	 the	 wa 	 we	
want	to	 eep	it true	to	the	origins	o 	
traditional	archer 	using	simple	bows	
without	 sights	 or	 an 	 ind	 o 	 aiming	
de ice	 and	 wood	 arrows 	 e clusi el 	
or	 the	 satis action	 o 	 shooting	 at	 a	
mar 	 at	 an 	 distance	within	 bowshot	
and	 the	 o 	 o 	 seeing	 our	 arrow	 	
cleanl 	 to	 that	 mar 	 unassisted	 b 	
an thing	 e traneous 	 Nothing	 beats	
the	 e perience	 o 	 rel ing	 solel 	 on	
our	s ill
There	is	also	the	good	wholesome	

un	o 	 shooting	no elt 	 targets 	 It s	 a	
great	 eeling	 to	 sin 	 e	 arrows	 into	
the	 ten- one	 o 	 a	 big	 blac 	 rubber	
pig	 that	 is	 running	 lic et 	 split	 along	
a	 wire	 amongst	 the	 trees	 or	 to	 nail	
e er 	one	o 	the	 e	discs	rolling	along	
the	 ground	 or	 to	 shoot	 through	 the	
narrow	 slit	 in	 a	 corrugated	 iron	 hen	
house 	and	hit	 the	 o 	 inside	without	
ge ng	 our	arrow	stuc 	in	the	iron	or	
again 	to	hit	the	 ill	 one	o 	a	 oating	
crocodile	 as	 it	 is	 being	 towed	 along	
to	 the	 ar	 ban 	 	 course	 there	 are	
alwa s	 trees	 and	 grass	 bloc ing	 our	
iew	o 	 the	 target 	but	 that	 is	part	o 	
the	 un and	it s	closer	to	real	hunting	
conditions	an wa

It	 was	 with	 great	 e citement	 that	
orraine	 and	 I	 anticipated	 the	 8th	
annual	 e ent	 o 	 the	 Barambah	 Trad	
Bash 	The	Barambah	trad	shoot	is	 er 	
special	 to	 me I	 celebrated	 m 	 th	
birthda 	at	the	 rst	one	bac 	in	2 1 	
This	 time	 I	 would	 be	 celebrating	 m 	
8th 	 e	arri ed	on	Frida 	and	alread 	

there	were	a	number	o 	campsites	and	
cara ans	 establishing	 their	 presence	

The camping area.

Barry Clarke shoots at a pig in a hollow.
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o 	 addressing	 the	 crowd	 as	 i 	 the 	
were	 a	 group	 o 	 morons	 or	 naught 	
children	as	has	sometimes	happened	
at	 shoots	 I e	 been	 at 	 ne	 o 	 the	
things	 I	 personall 	 li e	 about	 trad	
shoots	 is	 that	 ou	 can	 choose	 who	
ou	want	 to	 shoot	with	 and	 ou	 can	
select	the	e ents	 ou	want	to	do	in	the	
order	o 	 our	pre erence 	 e	agreed	
to	do	the	 nostalgic 	range	 rst 	ha ing	
no	idea	what	a	nostalgic	round	would	
turn	out	to	be 	 hen	we	got	to	target	
one	we	 ound 	set	up	on	the	bales 	the	
old- ashioned	 blac -and-white	 ABA	
targets	we	all	used	to	shoot	 ears	ago	
be ore	 the	 coloured	 in l	 ones	 came	
in 	This	was	a	dream	round	as	all	 the	
targets	were	relati el 	close	so	we	all	
got	good	scores

n	the	wa 	round	we	encountered	
one	o 	 the	 running	pigs	 that	had	been	
set	up 	so	we	did	that	 ust	to	get	it	out	o 	
the	wa 	 ersonall 	I	en o 	shooting	the	
running	 pig 	 e er	 since	 I	 learned	 how	
to	do	it 	The	secret	 is	to	 ollow	the	pig	
down	the	wire	right	 rom	the	start	 ust	
leading	 it 	 b 	 how	 much	 depends	 on	
how	 ast	it	is	going	and	how	 ar	awa 	it	
is 	and	wait	until	it	is	opposite	 ou 	then	
release	and	 ollow	through	trac ing	the	
direction	o 	the	target	 		piece	o 	ca e

As	 we	 mo ed	 on	 through	 the	
course	 we	 came	 to	 the	 rolling	 discs 	
	 course	 ou	 shoot	 them	 the	 same	

wa 	 ou	do	the	running	pig 	onl 	 ou	
ha e	 to	 remember	 that	 now	 ou	 are	
shooting	downhill 	

In	 the	 spirit	 o 	 the	 trad	 shoot 	 I	

bought	 along	 m 	 home-made	 split	
bamboo	 longbow 	 and	 good	 old	 bo 	
Mar 	 oener	shot	his	one-piece	osage	
orange	 sel 	 bow	 made	 or	 him	 b 	
bow er	 	 im	Mason 	 and	 b 	 the	wa 	
he	shoots	it	 er 	well	 indeed 	He s	an	
instincti e	shooter 	bending	his	 nees	
as	 he	 shoots	 something	 li e	 	 Fred	
Asbell 	Con 	meanwhile 	continued	his	
lo e	a air	with	his	brand	new	Bodnic	
longbow 	 noc ing	 up	 impressi e	
scores 	 orraine	o 	course	continued	to	
put	us	all	in	the	shade

All	o 	this	acti it 	was	 ollowed	b 	
some	lac lustre	hit-and-miss	shots	at	a	
tall	popin a 	Then	there	was	a	speed-
round	 that	 ashed	 b 	 in	 a	 brie 	 3 	
seconds	and	a	hunt	that	too 	all	o 	6 	
seconds 	It	is	said	b 	those	who	 now	
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ou’re never too young to get a taste or trad shoo ng.
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were	serious	now 	This	was	 the	e ent	
that	 would	 ma e	 or	 brea 	 us	 	 onl 	
the	 atmosphere	 and	 the	 a able	
con ersation	 was	 so	 rela ed	 that	 it	
was	hard	to	be	serious	about	an thing 	
A er	all 	we	were	at	Barambah	 ar	awa 	
rom	 the	world	 o 	 care	 and	 stri e	 li e	
road	 rage	 and	 news	 stories	 o 	 school	
shootings	and	terror	attac s 	Shoot	we	
did	and	we	did	our	 er 	best	 too 	 e	
had	brilliantl 	accurate	hits 	disastrous	
uncoordinated	misses	and	spent	some	
time	loo ing	 or	lost	arrows	but	o erall	
we	did	a	 air	da s	wor 	on	 the	 range	
and	 made	 a	 reasonabl 	 good	 ob	 o 	
it 	 Not	 enough	 to	 win	 an thing 	 but	
then	we	didn t	come	 or	that 	although	
orraine	managed	to	get	a	gong

A er	 the	 interminable	 ra e	
and	 the	 award	 presentations 	 we	
reluctantl 	 said	 a	 ond	 arewell	 to	 as	
man 	o 	our	 riends	as	we	could	 nd	in	
the	general	m l e	 that	 ollowed 	and	
hit	the	road	 or	home 	

e	will	be	bac 	later	in	the	 ear	to	
shoot	at	the	Bill	Ba er	Memorial	Trad	
Shoot 	 It	 was	 a	 real	 hoot	 last	 ear 	 I	
can t	 wait 	 Than s	 to	 all	 the	 crew	 at	
Barambah 	and	the	 riends	who	turned	
up	 or	a	reall 	great	trad	bash

that	 time	 is	 relati e 	 It	 sure	 is	 when	
ou	are	 tr ing	 to	 umble	arrows	onto	
a	bowstring	and	shoot	as	accuratel 	as	
ou	can	be ore	time	runs	out 	Belie e	
me 	 li e	 too	 becomes	 a	 speed-round	
a er	 ou	turn	 8

A er	 lunch	 we	 wor ed	 up	 the	
courage	to	ha e	a	bash	at	the	dreaded	
war	 pig 	 a	 swa ing	 contraption	 with	
a	 earsome	 snout	 and	 tus s	 and	
a	 saddle 	 hile	 mounted	 on	 this	
loathsome	 beast	 ou	 shoot	 si 	 or	
so	 3D	 animals	 arra ed	 in	 ront	 rom	
le 	 to	 right 	The	ones	on	 the	 le 	are	
eas 	 enough	 but	 when	 ou	 get	 to	
the	ones	on	the	right	 ou	need	to	be	
a	 contortionist	 and	ha e	a	 er 	 short	
bow 	a	horse	bow	would	be	 ust	right 	
M 	 -inch	bamboo	longbow	was	 ust	
out	o 	place

A er	 the	 war	 pig 	 the	 second	
running	 pig	 was	 a	 pusho er 	 As	 the	
light	 began	 to	 ade	 and	 the	 ranges	
became	 all	 ha 	 with	 sweet-smelling	
camp re	smo e 	it	was	time	 or	dinner	
and	 a	 well	 deser ed	 rest 	 Tomorrow	
would	be	another	da

Da 	 two	 dawned	 into	 a	 cloud-
co ered	 s 	 and	 we	 started	 earl 	 to	
get	 onto	 the	 second	 range 	 Things	
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Above: All smiles at this target.

ight  oug agles attempts to rest control hile riding the ar pig.
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er ect re ec on, 
Peter Robinson.

Ducks and deer,
Graham McComiskie.

PHOTO COMPETITIONPHOTO COMPETITION
Entries 

In the spotlight,
Bevan Blacklock.

Just before dusk,
Peter Jilg.
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Mission
HOG DEER STAG

Mathews	Chill 	SD
52lb	23in	draw
35 	grain	arrow	
1 gr	 asp	bullet	broadhead	

gear used
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Cheryl Morris with her hog deer.

TROY MORRIS



ith	the	2 16	and	2 1 	hog	
deer	 seasons	 embedded	
deep	in	our	memories 	we	

were	bac 	in	 ast	 ictoria	read 	 or	the	
opening	morning	o 	the	2 18	hog	deer	
season 	 A er	 our	 past	 e periences 	
I	 decided	 to	 put	 Cher l	 through	 a	
lot	 o 	 testing	 and	 changes	 with	 her	
bow	 and	 arrow	 combination	 bow	
limb	 upgrade 	 arrow	 and	 broadhead	
testing	 to	 achie e	 ma imum	 speed	
and	 energ 	 rom	 a	 23in	 draw	 length	
bow 	and	as	a	 result	 I	was	e tremel 	
happ 	with	 Cher l s	 shooting	 leading	
into	this	trip

Hog	deer	season	opening	this	 ear	
could	not	ha e	been	at	a	worse	time 	
with	a	 ull	moon	on	April	1 	the	 aster	
long	wee end 	duc 	season	once	again	
and	e er 	man	and	his	dog	in	the	bush 	
The	 upside	 was	 that	 the	 number	 o 	
deer	 sighted	 on	 the	 propert 	 leading	
into	the	start	o 	the	season	was	good		
	but	 rom	e perience	this	counts	 or	

nothing	 as	 things	 alwa s	 change	 and	
hog	deer	don t	li e	change 	especiall 	
when	it	in ol es	human	scent

Da 	one	pro ed	to	be	a	heartbrea er	
with	Cher l	and	me	not	seeing	a	deer	
or	 the	 da 	 	 which	 de ated	 our	
enthusiasm	and	dampened	our	spirits	
somewhat 	

The	 ne t	 morning	 we	 were	 in	 a	
di erent	stand 	 e	were	dropped	o 	
well	 be ore	 sunrise	 and	 e en	 be ore	
we	had	a	chance	to	settle	in	the	stand	
we	had	deer	mo ing	past	and	 eeding	
around	 us 	 n ortunatel 	 it	 was	 still	
too	dar 	to	shoot

Through	 the	 binos	 we	 had	 e	
does	and	a	spi e 	mo ing	around	the	
stand 	 Then	 I	 spotted	 a	 decent	 stag	
coming	in 	but	it	was	onl 	5 5 am	and	
still	too	dar 	 or	a	shot 	The	stag	was	a	
nice	12-inch	stag	and	he	was	in	 ull	rut 	
As	he	came	through 	he	scattered	the	
does	 and	 spi e 	 bac 	 into	 the	 bush 	
The	stag	wasn t	 interested	 in	hanging	
around	as	he	loo ed	li e	he	had	other	
things	 on	 his	mind	 and	mo ed	 on	 as	
uic l 	as	he	had	arri ed

B 	 now 	 sunlight	 was	 brea ing	
though	 the	 canop 	 o 	 the	 treetops	
and	 we	 were	 in	 shooting	 light 	 Ten	
minutes	 later 	 a	hind	appeared	 rom	
the	bush	lining	 ollowed	b 	a	stag	and	
mo ed	slowl 	in	 ront	o 	the	stand 	A	
uic 	 loo 	 through	 binos	 re ealed	 a	

nice	si -point	stag 	I	turned	to	Cher l	
and	whispered	that	he	was	a	shooter 	
The	stag	mo ed	in	close	to	the	stand	
and	 mo ed	 slowl 	 past	 broadside 	
Cher l	 had	 alread 	 drawn	 the	 bow	
and	 was	 loc ed	 in	 waiting	 or	 the	
spot 	 I	was	 ust	 li ing	m 	binos	bac 	
on	the	stag	when	she	 red 	the	stag	
spun	and	disappeared	 into	 the	bush	
lining 	To	me 	 the	 shot	had	 sounded	
good	 and	we	 thought	we	 heard	 the	
stag	 go	 down	 but	 neither	 o 	 us	 saw	
the	arrow	impact

A	wa e	o 	emotion	hit	Cher l	and	
she	 ell	 to	bits	on	me 	 I	 tried	 to	calm	
her	 down	 as	 the	 sound	 o 	 arrow	
impact	 had	been	 a	 good	 chest	 noise 	
but	 she	 wasn t	 ha ing	 an 	 o 	 it 	 I	
contacted	our	 trusted	guide 	Mic 	 to	
tell	him	what	had	happened	and	that	
we	were	sta ing	in	the	stand	 or	hal 	an	
hour	be ore	loo ing	at	the	area	o 	the	
arrow	impact 	

The	3 -minute	wait	 elt	 li e	hours	
then	we	 nall 	climbed	down	 rom	the	
stand 	Cher l	was	not	con inced	about	
the	 shot	 placement	 and	 was	 now	

eeling	sic 	As	soon	as	I	got	to	where	
the	stag	had	been	standing	I	could	see	
good	 blood	 spra 	 on	 the	 ground	 and	
5m	 behind	 that	 was	 Cher l s	 arrow 	
soa ed	 in	 blood 	 I	 turned	 to	 her	 and	
ga e	her	a	cuddle	and	said	nothing 	but	
to	me	he	was	dead	on	his	 eet	and	we	
ust	had	to	 nd	him 	 e	 ound	where	
he	 had	 entered	 the	 bush	 but	 there	
were	 minimal	 blood	 drops 	 which	
is	 usual	 with	 hog	 deer 	 e	 crawled	
through	 the	 dogwood	 bush	 ollowing	
small	drops	o 	blood	about	2m	apart 	
e	had	gone	2 m	in	the	bush	when	I	

heard	Mic 	dri ing	in 	so	I	told	Cher l	
to	 sta 	 trac ing	 the	 stag	while	 I	went	
and	got	Mic 	 I	was	 ust	telling	Mic 	I	
that	belie ed	the	stag	was	down	when	
we	 heard	 a	 cooee 	 Cher l	 had	 ound	
her	stag	5 m	into	the	bush	and	he	had	
died	in	 ull	stride 	 motion	swept	o er	
us	 all	with	a	 ew	 tears	 shed	between	
us 	 or	three	 ears	and	lot	o 	hard	wor 	
had	 nall 	paid	o

I	ha e	done	and	e perienced	man 	
di erent	 things	 in	 m 	 bowhunting	
time 	 but	 this	 e perience	 was	 m 	
proudest	and	will	be	most	cherished

Cher l 	 congratulations	on	a	 great	
e ort 	persistence	and	shot	placement 	
To	Mic 	man 	than s	 or	another	great	
hunt 	 e cellent	 hospitalit 	 and	 our	
positi e	hunting	 iews	and	 nowledge	
o 	these	magni cent	animals

Mathews	Chill 	SD
52lb	23in	draw
35 	grain	arrow	
1 gr	 asp	bullet	broadhead	
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Nearly three years and a lot o  hard or  in the ma ing  usband roy, le , and 
guide ic , right, help heryl celebrate her first hog deer.
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Bow strings
Hello to all our readers and 

welcome to our next instalment of 
radi onal rails. ver the past e  

years we have seen a steady increase 
in tradi onal archery through all 
spheres of archery but of late the rate 
o  people ta ing up the tradi onal 
bow has been going gangbusters. 

I hear many reasons for this 
major resurgence but one of the 
main comments I hear is that archers 
who’ve been on the compound merry-
go-round are ge ng bored ith it. 

There really isn’t anywhere much else 
for the compound manufacturers to 
go now. They can’t get the bows any 
shorter, they can’t drag any more 
speed out of them, so it’s a stalemate 
situa on. ost conver ng archers are 
realising that there’s a lot more joy in 
having a virtually indestruc ble bo  
in their hands, that ith prac ce is 
very accurate and the week-to-week 
challenges o  a good tradi onal bo  
is a very ulfilling and en oyable thing 
to do. It’s really very simple: The more 

doodads and do-hickeys your bow has 
on it, the less there is for you to master 
as an archer. ut here’s the trade-o
your gear becomes mega-unreliable 
and ar less e ible in its use. any 
archers have come full circle and are 
on board now with the straight-up 
fact that gadgets and shortcuts 
absolutely cannot replace hard work 
and condi oned s ill. 

ay, o  my soap bo  no  and 
onto this the topic at hand: Making 
strings. 
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nail	 see photo, le 	There	will	need	to	
be	at	least	nine	nails 	That	is	reall 	all	
we	need	to	do 	

ne	 more	 measurement	 onl 	
needs	 to	 be	 made 	 Turn	 our	 ig	 on	
its	 side	 and	 measure	 up	 rom	 the	
bottom	 5in	 and	 ma e	 a	 strong	 clear	
mar 	down	the	side	o 	 our	 ig 	A	 ne	
permanent	 mar er	 is	 good	 or	 this 	
That s	our	 ig	done it s	the	easiest	 ig	
ou ll	e er	ma e 	The	onl 	other	thing	
we	need	now	is	a	long	bench 	It ll	need	
to	 be	 about	 2 5	 metres	 long 	 There	
are	 anc 	 igs	that	operate	on	a	multi-
post	s stem	so	that	when	we	run	out	
our	strands	the 	 ig- ag	around	these	
posts	enabling	us	to	use	a	smaller	area	
to	wor 	in 	Howe er 	once	the	strands	
are	laid	up	we	still	need	a	2 5m	 or	so 	

good	old	radiata	pine	shel ing	is	ideal 	
and	 cut	 it	 to	 appro imatel 	 1 in	 b 	
4in	 b 	 in	 or	 so	 thic 	 ine	 shel ing	
ts	the	bill	well	but	an thing	in	those	

rough	 dimensions	will	 do 	 Now	mar 	
1in	 increments	along	 its	 length 	Now 	
using	a	s uare 	mar 	lines	across	 our	
timber	 at	 each	 o 	 these	 points 	 Ne t	
mar 	 a	 line	 -in	 in	 rom	 the	 side	 o 	
our	bloc 	all	the	wa 	along	its	length 	
Ne t 	mar 	another	line	appro imatel 	
1	 in	in	 rom	that	line	and	again	mar 	
it	 the	 length	 o 	 our	 bloc 	 ou	 will	
now	ha e	something	 that	 loo s	 li e	a	
rectangular	grid	mar ed	on	 our	bloc 	
At	each	o 	these	increments	where	the	
lines	cross 	tac 	a	2in	 5 mm 	 athead	

The	 last	 time	 we	 started	 loo ing	
at	the	ma ing	o 	a	Flemish	splice	bow	
string	with	 a	 basic	 introduction 	Now	
we	will	 start	 on	 the	actual	ma ing	o 	
the	 string 	 e	 will	 start	 with	 a	 basic	
two-splice	 string	 as	 it	 is	 much	 easier	
and	we	 can	use	 two	 colours	 to	ma e	
it	 easier	 still	 and	 later	 on	 we	 can	 go	
into	the	three	splice	string 	The	three-
bundle	 string	 is	 a	 superior	 string	 in	
terms	o 	neatness	and	strength 	 ith	
that	said 	the	two-bundle	is	still	more	
than	 strong	 enough	 and	 is	 still	 er 	
superior	 to	 an	 endless	 loop 	 I	 alwa s	
ma e	three-bundle	strings	 or	m 	bows	
and	 or	an one	ordering	a	string	 rom	
me 	unless	the 	are	loo ing	 or	a	two-
tone	string 	in	which	case	I	go	 or	the	
two-bundle	as	it	loo s	better	balanced	
in	colours 	But	the	two-bundle	is	a	lot	
easier	to	learn	so	let s	start	there

The	 rst	thing	we	will	loo 	at	here	
is	 a	 simple	 string	 ig 	 ou	 can	 do	 this	
ob	 entirel 	 b 	 hand	 i 	 ou	 wish	 but	
this	simple 	cheap	set-up	will	sa e	 ou	
time	and	is	de nitel 	worthwhile	i 	 ou	
intend	 on	 ma ing	 a	 ew	 strings 	 The	
ig	we	 are	ma ing	 suits	 a	 two-bundle	
string 	 e	 will	 ma e	 another	 one	
when	we	go	into	three-bundle	strings 	
The	 di erence	 is	 the	 spacing	 in	 the	
nails 	 More	on	this	later

Here s	how	to	ma e	it 	Firstl 	grab	
oursel 	a	small 	o -cut	piece	o 	timber	
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Two-bundle 
string jigs

A string jig is very simple and cheap to 
make.

Mark a point 5 inches up from the 
bottom o  your ig and s uare it do n.
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di erent	string	materials 	Some	string	
material	 manu acturers	 ha e	 higher	
recommended	 strand	 counts	 than	
these	but	a er	man 	strings	I e	arri ed	
at	these	numbers	as	being	 er 	sa e	and	
not	 unnecessaril 	 o er ill	 thic ness-
wise 	 which	 onl 	 robs	 per ormance 	
I	 suspect	 the	 manu acturers	 ha e	 a	
sa et 	o er ill	 actor	in	their	 gures	to	
co er	themsel es

So 	 going	 b 	 the	 table 	 we	 want	
a	 12-strand	 string	 or	 our	 5 	 bow 	
Now	we	need	to	do	still	more	maths 	
The	ne t	calculation	 is	 to	add	18in	 to	
our	string s	intended	length 	 e	want	
a	64in	 string 	 so	we	add	18in	 to	64in	
which	 gi es	 us	 82in 	 Now	 di ide	 the	
82in	 in	 hal 	 which	 gi es	 41in 	 Now	
we	need	 to	utilise	our	 ig	 and	bench 	
Measure	 rom	 the	 base	 o 	 our	 bolt	
41in	 and	 mar 	 the	 bench	 in	 that	
location 	 I	 ha e	 a	 permanent	 rule	
mar ed	 on	 m 	 string	 bench	 as	 m 	
bench	 is	 a	 permanent	 string	 bench 	
but	 ou	 can	 ust	 la 	 a	 tape	 out	 each	
time	i 	 ou	want	to 	

Be ore	 going	 an 	 urther 	 ma e	
sure	 the	 bench	 and	 the	 oor	 where	
ou	 are	 wor ing	 are	 clear	 and	 dust	
ree 	 The	 string	 materials	 we	 are	
wor ing	with	 are	 prewa ed	 so	 the ll	
pic 	up	dirt	and	grime	i 	the	area	isn t	
clean 	 I	 acuum	m 	wor 	area	be ore	
commencing	a	string	run 	

Now 	 at	 the	 41in	 mar 	 clamp	
our	 pegboard	 so	 that	 the	mar 	 ou	
made	 on	 the side	 o 	 our	 board	 is	
on	 the	41in	mar 	Now	grab	 the	 rst	

ith	longbows	this	is	 er 	eas 	to	do	as	
the 	are	ob iousl 	straight	and	simple	
to	measure 	 nce	 this	 is	 established 	
simpl 	 subtract	 4in	 or	 a	 recur e	 and	
3	 in	 to	 4in	 or	 an	 American	 semi-
longbow 	De e /	re e 	bows	generall 	
want	 about	 3in	 o 	 their	 AM 	 length	
and	 the	 same	 or	 nglish	 longbows 	
These	are	e cellent	rules	o 	thumb	and	
will	wor 	 in	 95	per	 cent	 o 	 cases	 but	
sometimes	 ou	 ma 	 need	 to	 ad ust	
these	 lengths	 with	 so	 man 	 aried	
bow	 st les	 out	 there 	 This	 is	wh 	 it s	
best	 i 	 ou	 can	 duplicate	 an	 e isting	
string 	Herein	lies	another	strength	o 	
a	Flemish	string 	There	is	some	degree	
o 	 ad ustabilit 	 in	 them	 ia	 twisting 	
whereas	 an	 endless	 loop	 has	 little	 or	
no	ad ustabilit

For	the	sa e	o 	this	build-along 	let s	
ma e	a	red	and	blac 	D na	9 	string	 or	
a	 5 	 68in	 American	 semi-longbow 	
This	means	we	will	aim	our	string	to	be	
64in 	Now	 or	more	maths 	Firstl 	we	
need	to	determine	how	man 	strands	
we	need	 or	our	bow 	 e	are	doing	a	
two-bundle	string	here	so	the	number	
o 	strands	we	use	must	be	di isible	b 	
two 	 e	don t	want	one	bundle	being	
thic er	 than	 the	 other 	 e	 also	 need	
to	consider	the	material	we	are	using 	
I 	using	Dacron	I	ma 	go	a	 ew	strands	
thic er	 than	sa 	D na	9 	or	Fast	Flite	
as	 it	 is	not	as	strong 	Below	is	a	basic	
table	 that	 gi es	 string	 thic nesses	 or	
di erent	materials	that	I	ha e	used	 or	
o er	 1 	 strings	with	 great	 success 	
I	 will	 also	 include	 a	 column	 or	 the	

bench	to	la 	the	string	on	as	we	ma e	
it	 up	 so	 I e	 alwa s	 gured	 what s	
the	point	 in	 that	 st le	o 	 ig 	 e	will	
also	need	a	bolt	or	similar	at	the	right	
hand	 end	 o 	 the	 bench 	 This	 can	 be	
temporar 	e en	i 	there	is	 ust	a	hole	
that	 ou	 can	 put	 our	 bolt	 through	
when	 ou	need	 it 	 The	bolt	will	 need	
to	be	partiall 	threaded	so	that	the	top	
under	 the	 cap	 o 	 the	 bolt	 is	 smooth	
and	 won t	 rip	 our	 string	 up	 as	 ou	
wind	around	it 	Mine	simpl 	has	a	loc 	
nut	on	the	top	o 	the	bench	and	a	wing	
nut	underneath	to	 eep	it	in	place 	So 	
that s	all	we	need	 to	ma e	up	 lots	o 	
good	 ualit 	 strings 	 As	 I	 mentioned	
earlier 	I e	made	1 -plus	strings	on	
mine	o er	man 	 ears 	so	 I	 now	this	
is	 a	 simple	 and	 e ecti e	 ig 	Now	we	
ha e	our	 ig 	we	need	to	gather	all	our	
materials 	 e	 will	 need	 two	 rolls	 o 	
D na	 9 	 or	whate er	 string	material	
that	 ou	 pre er 	 in	 two	 di erent	
colours 	 Again 	 it	 doesn t	 ha e	 to	 be	
two	 di erent	 colours 	 it s	 ust	 easier	
i 	this	is	 our	 rst	string 	 ou	will	need	
a	 tube	 o 	 wa 	 ood	 old	 beeswa 	 is	
awesome	 but	 is	 er 	 hard	 and	 will	
need	 to	 be	 so ened	 b 	 heat	 be ore	
using	it 	For	this	reason	a	great	choice	
is	 the	 commerciall 	 a ailable	 tube	 o 	
wa 	incorporating	beeswa 	mi ed	with	
a	so ening	material

The	 rst	thing	we	need	to	establish	
is	 the	 length	 o 	 the	 string	 re uired 	
I 	 ou	 ha e	 an	 e isting	 string 	 ust	
measure	 that	 and	 awa 	 ou	 go 	 I 	
not 	 plan	 our	 string	 length	 this	wa 	
I 	 ou	 own	 a	 recur e 	 ou	 will	 need	
to	 subtract	 4in	 rom	 the	 bow s	 AM 	
length 	 This	 is	 normall 	 written	 on	
the	bow 	I 	not 	the	AM 	is	simpl 	the	
noc -to-noc 	length	o 	an 	bow	i 	the	
limbs	are	 stretched	out	 at 	To	 chec 	
our	 recur e 	use	a	dressma ers	 tape	
and	 hold	 it	 at	 the	 noc 	 slot	 o 	 one	
limb 	 then	 run	 the	 tape	 along	 our	
limb 	 Faith ull 	 ollowing	 the	 limb	
shape 	run	it	across	the	riser	and	bac 	
up	 the	 other	 limb	 and	 see	 what	 the	
measurement	is	at	the	other	noc 	slot 	
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STRING THICKNESSES FOR TWO-BUNDLE FLEMISH SPLICE STRINGS
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roll	 o 	 string	 material	 and	 tie	 a	 hal 	
hitch	 on	 the	 right	 hand	 bottom	 nail	
see photo .	Now	wind	 our	strand	o 	
string	 material	 around	 the	 opposing	
nail	and	down	to	 our	bolt 	 o	around	
our	bolt	and	bac 	up	to	the	ne t	nail 	
then	down	to	the	bolt	and	bac 	up	to	
the	third	nail	and	so	on	until	 ou	ha e	
gone	around	si 	nails	 si 	strands 	then	
go	 down	 to	 bolt	 one	 last	 time	 and	
on	 the	 return	 to	 the	 board	wrap	 the	
strand	around	 the	nail	 that	 is	 two	up	
rom	the	last	post	 ou	went	around 	so	
in	other	words	the	eighth	post 	 hen	
ou	wind 	 eep	 a	 rm	 e en	 pressure	
on	 the	 roll	 so	 there	 is	 no	 sag	 in	 our	
la -up not	so	 rm	that	it	bends	 our	
nails	 but	 rm	 enough	 to	 pre ent	 an 	
sag 	 Complicated	 as	 this	 sounds 	 the	
pictures	with	this	article	will	hope ull 	
clear	it	up	 or	 ou 	Now	cut	the	strands	
down	 the	 centre	 between	 the	 nails	
and	 at	 the	 point	 between	 peg	 	 and	
peg	 8	 where	 ou	 wrapped	 the	 last	
strand 	I 	using	Dacron 	a	good	 ualit 	
pair	o 	scissors	or	Stanle 	 ni e	will	cut	
it	well 	 I 	using	D na	or	Fast	Flite	 ou	
will	need	a	 er 	 sharp	blade 	Scissors	
won t	 do	 it 	 These	materials	 are	 er 	
tough 	 A	 brand	 new	 Stanle 	 blade	 at	
the	 minimum	 will	 be	 needed 	 I	 use	
an	 old- ashioned	 cut-throat	 ra or 	
sharpened	 on	 a	 leather	 strop 	 Ma e	
sure	 ou	hold	the	strands	when	 ou	cut	
so	 ou	don t	lose	the	e en	tension	 ou	
ha e	built	 into	 our	string 	Ne t 	 ta e	
our	 strands	 o 	 our	 ig	 and	 holding	
the	 bunch	 in	 the	 centre 	 run	 wa 	
o er	 the	 entire	 string 	 The	 best	 wa 	
is	 to	 trap	 the	 strands	 between	 our	
thumb	and	the	wa 	and	run	outwards	
towards	the	end 	 nce	both	ends	are	
done 	per orm	 the	 same	action	again	
without	 the	wa 	 running	 the	 bundle	
between	 our	inde 	 nger	and	thumb	
se eral	 times	 out	 towards	 the	 ends	
to	melt	the	wa 	into	the	string 	 hat	
ou	now	ha e	is	a	bundle	o 	si 	strands	
that	 ha e	 been	 turned	 into	 one	
homogenous	whole	larger	strand	that	
is	 tapered	 at	 both	 ends 	Now	 la 	 the	
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At 41 inches, clamp your jig on the 5 
inch side mark.

oop your first strand around the 
opposing nail.

ie your first strand on the bottom 
right hand nail.

nce all si  strands are looped around 
the nails, they can be cut.

You will need a sharp tool to cut Dyna.

Hold the strands as you cut.
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bundle	out	on	 our	bench 	 ou	will	see	
that	our	peg	 nail 	 board	has	gi en	us	
that	tapered	bundle 	 ach	strand	will	be	
about	1in	longer	than	the	pre ious	one 	
This	gi es	a	 er 	pro essional	and	neat	
nished	 string 	 I	 ha e	 seen	 too	 man 	

strings	out	there	that	seem	to	 nish	in	
a	big	clump	in	one	spot	 	not	good	and	
not	 neat 	 Now	 grab	 our	 ne t	 roll	 o 	
string	material	 which	 or	 this	 learning	
e perience	should	be	a	di erent	colour	
and	 repeat	 the	e act	 same	process	 as	
we e	 ust	done 	Don t	worr 	i 	it	ta es	
a	 ew	runs	to	get	this	process	down	pat 	
It	ta es	practice	to	o ercome	the	 ddl 	
nature	o 	ma ing	a	good	Flemish	string 	
So	at	 this	point	we	ha e	 two	di erent	
coloured	 tapered	 bundles	 read 	 to	
splice	into	our	string 	I ll	lea e	it	at	that	
or	now	and	we ll	 nish	this	string	in	the	
ne t	 issue 	 erse ere	 and	 ou	 can	 get	
er 	 good	 at	ma ing	 a	 Flemish	 string 	
ith	practice	 ou	 can	ma e	one	 in	as	

little	as	4 	minutes
ntil	ne t	time 	sta 	traditional

Apply wax down the whole bundle 
and rub it in.

oth strands ready to go. No ce the 
tapered ends.

e  ommercial string a  is great 
to use as it is so er than straight 
beeswax.
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Unmissable fun at the Masters Games, with nightly entertainment at the Games Village.

ENTER THE PAN PACIFIC MASTERS GAMES
Sport, holiday and fun times 
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From	traditional	longbows	to	recur es	and	all	the	latest	in	compound	technolog 	the	 an	 aci c	Masters	
ames	 eld	archer 	can	be	a	 eritable	showcase	o 	what s	modern- intage	or	state-o -the-art	 in	archer 	

gear
ne	o 	the	delights	o 	the	three-da 	 eld	e ent 	hosted	b 	 aci c	Bowmen	at	 eed 	Cree 	on	the	 old	

Coast 	is	that	 ou	ne er	 now	who	 ou	will	end	up	in	a	shooting	group	with 	Comparing	gear 	set-up	st les 	
learning	about	other	clubs	and	 orging	good	 riendships	shape	some	o 	 the	great	con ersations	 that	can	
ma e	the	Masters	a	bit	o 	an	educational	e perience	as	well	as	a	test	o 	 our	own	shooting	s ill	o er	two	
challenging	ranges

Held	 o er	 1 	 da s	 e er 	 two	 ears	 and	 attracting	 o er	 13 	 sportspeople	 to	 the	 old	 Coast	 rom	
countries	around	the	 aci c	rim 	the	 an acs	are	one	o 	the	world s	biggest	masters	games 	The	 eld	archer 	
has	traditionall 	drawn	teams	and	indi idual	shooters	 rom	throughout	Australia	and	 rom	New	 ealand	and	
other	countries

Another	big	bonus	is	that	the	 eld	archer 	ta es	place	o er	the	 rst	three	da s	o 	the	 ames	 No ember	
2 	3	and	4 	gi ing	the	rest	o 	the	wee 	to	en o 	the	nightl 	li e	entertainment	at	the	 ames	 illage 	e plore	
the	coast 	watch	some	o 	the	other	sports 	 isit	the	numerous	beaches	 	or	rest	up	in	time	to	shoot	the	two-
da 	target	archer 	e ent	at	nearb 	Tallebudgerra	 alle 	the	 ollowing	wee end	 No ember	9	and	1

The	 eld	archer 	starts	with	a	2 -target	3D	round	on	the	Frida 	a ernoon 	then	morning	and	a ernoon	
rounds	on	both	the	Saturda 	and	Sunda 	with	a	 nal	shoot-o 	b 	the	top-scoring	archers	 rom	each	di ision	
on	the	Sunda 	a ernoon 	be ore	the	presentation	o 	medals

arl 	No ember	can	be	prett 	balm 	weather	on	the	 old	Coast 	with	temperatures	around	3 	degrees 	
so	it	can	be	a	test	o 	stamina	as	well	as	shooting	s ill 	with	rounds	co ering	paper	targets 	animal	targets	and	
3D 	with	both	mar ed	and	unmar ed	distances	go erned	b 	Australian	Bowhunters	Association	shoot	rules

The	 aci c	Bowmen	range	underwent	a	 orced	closure	 or	se eral	months	 ollowing	the	pre ious	Masters	
ames	while	council	 road-building	wor s	were	going	on	around	the	club s	boundaries 	Since	re-opening 	

man 	months	o 	e ort	ha e	gone	into	planning	and	re urbishing	the	upper	and	lower	ranges 	targets	and	
practice	butts

Camping	 or	up	to	3 	sites	is	a	welcome	option	 or	man 	who	pre er	to	sta 	on-site 	with	hot	showers 	
amenities	and	a	chance	to	connect	and	 arn	around	the	large	 re	circle	at	night	a	good	part	o 	the	shoot s	
atmosphere 	

The	 itchen	crew	at	 aci c	Bowmen	turns	out	commendable	brea asts	and	lunches	o 	bacon	and	eggs 	
burgers 	tea	and	co ee

ntries	 or	the	Masters	 ames	close	on	Frida 	 ctober	19 	The	minimum	age	 or	participants	is	3 	and	
there	is	no	minimum	standard	 or	entries 	Fort 	other	sports	are	included	in	the	 ames 	

	See	ad ertisement	on	 age	3	 or	more	details
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Thirty-five years ago, I stood on a steep hillside high in 

California’s Sierra Nevada mountain range glassing for 

blacktails. Suddenly a buck stepped out of a thick stand of trees, 

twenty-five yards away. His velvet-covered antlers held four points 

on one side and five on the other. While not as large as his mule deer 

cousin, the buck was nonetheless impressive. His wet, black nose 

glistened as the morning sun shone on it and his rusty coloured 

coat stood out against the green trees behind him. A few days earlier 

I had bumped into another bowhunter who told me of a large blacktail 

buck he had seen that walked with a slight limp. I noticed the limp 

as the buck took a step. The deer sensed something was not right as 

he cautiously walked forward, but he never looked in my direction or 

acted as though he had winded me. Sometime in the process of first 

seeing him I had nocked an orange-coloured Easton XX75 arrow on 

the string of my Brackenbury recurve, canted my bow, and begun 

my draw. While I had practised shooting at moving targets the 

thought of wounding this animal was something I did not want to 

even consider. Finally, when the buck was 30yd away, I produced a 

sucking sound from my lips, which stopped the buck immediately.

As I released the orange arrow and its pure white fletching arched 

through the air toward the buck, I cringed as the arrow hit low and into 

the ground, directly under the deer’s vitals. The buck shot straight 

into the air and was soon over the next ridge, his limp not having any 

impact on his running ability in the slightest. 

BOW ARM
The

Thirty-five years ago, I stood on a steep hillside high in 

California’s Sierra Nevada mountain range glassing for 

John A. Barlow 



ARCHERY ACTION

the	bow	arm 	and	pulling	bac 	on	the	string	with	the	draw	
hand 	In	this	wa 	with	continued	tension	 orward 	pushing 	
and	 continued	 tension	 bac 	 pulling 	 the	 chance	 o 	 the	
arrow	creeping	 orward	would	lessen 	And	the	chance	o 	the	
bow	arm	dropping 	or	as	 aul	Scha er	described	it 	 oating 	
would	lessen	as	well 	I	could	see	it	wor ing	with	a	straight	
wrist 	 li e	 when	 shooting	 most	 recur es	 or	 compounds	
but	would	it	wor 	as	well	with	a	bro en	wrist	down	on	the	
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Most	o 	us	who	shoot	an 	t pe	o 	bow 	be	it	a	modern	compound	or	a	more	traditional	bow	li e	a	longbow	or	recur e 	
now	 rom	the	release	i 	our	arrow	is	going	to	go	where	we	want	it	to 	There	is	usuall 	a	 oice	within	us	that	tells	us	i 	we	
ha e	made	a	bad	release 	or	i 	perhaps	the	string	o 	our	bow	caught	on	our	arm	guard	or	clothing 	 r 	as	was	m 	case	with	
the	blac tail	buc 	i 	we	dropped	our	bow	arm	at	release	and	 ailed	to	 ollow	through 	

The	late	 aul	Scha er 	in	an	inter iew	in	Bowhunter	Maga ine	in	1985 	when	as ed	what	seemed	to	separate	the	reall 	
good	bow	shots	 rom	the	mediocre 	said 	 I	ha e	 ound	o er	the	 ears	that	a	solid	bow	arm	is	the	single	most	important	 actor 	
In	other	words	it s	not	dropping	 our	bow	arm	until	the	arrow	stri es	the	target 	I	thin 	that	i 	a	person	reall 	concentrates	
on	a	solid	bow	arm/ ollow-through 	that	this	will	help	their	consistenc 	more	than	an thing 	Be ore	his	untimel 	passing	
aul	Scha er 	bow	ma er	o 	the	Scha er	custom	recur e 	was	recognised	as	one	o 	the	most	success ul	and	 nest	bowhunters	

in	North	America 	As	Barr 	 ensel	once	wrote	about	his	 riend 	 This	man	has	 ust	about	done	it	all 		
i e	 ou 	I	ha e	seen	and	studied	some	o 	the	greatest	bowhunting	shots	in	our	sport	 	some	up	close	and	personal 	

some	 rom	blac -and-white	photos	and	some	 rom	 ideos 	From	each	I	ha e	 learned	much 	But	without	 uestion 	each	
lesson	taught	has	emphasised	the	importance	o 	the	bow	arm	in	becoming	more	pro cient	with	a	bow 	

In	 1988 	 	 Fred	 Asbell	 published	 his	 rst	 boo 	 on	
instincti e	 shooting 	 p	 until	 that	 time	 there	 had	 	 been	
maga ine	 articles	 on	 the	 sub ect	 and	 a	 ew	 boo s	 with	
chapters	 on	 the	 sub ect 	 But	 Asbell s	 boo 	 co ered	 the	
topic	 rom	the	 rst	page	to	the	last	 with	the	e ception	o 	
a	 ew	chapters	on	his	 a ourite	bowhunts	near	the	end 	 I	
remember	bu ing	it	immediatel 	and	reading	and	re-reading	
it 	Finall 	there	was	a	boo 	written	on	instincti e	shooting	
onl 	It	e en	had	e cellent	picture	support 	It	became	 or	me	
the	authorit 	on	 instincti e	shooting 	Asbell	taught	that	 in	
order	to	 eep	the	bow	arm	solid	and	the	arrow	not	creeping	
orward	a er	coming	to	 ull	draw 	two	things	needed	to	be	
done 	

First 	the	bow	arm	and	hand	holding	the	bow	needed	to	
be	pushed	toward	the	target 	And	second 	there	needed	to	
be	continual	tension	on	the	bow	string 	 ushing	 orward	with	

the	bow	arm 	and	pulling	bac 	on	the	string	with	the	draw	
hand 	In	this	wa 	with	continued	tension	 orward 	pushing 	
and	 continued	 tension	 bac 	 pulling 	 the	 chance	 o 	 the	
arrow	creeping	 orward	would	lessen 	And	the	chance	o 	the	

Push-pull method

rac se ith per ect orm. hen it 
begins to brea  do n, it’s me to stop.

ample o  a roc -solid bo  arm, 
everything in alignment.

eep tension on the string ith a 
solid anchor.
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The	 great	 thing	 about	 practising	 this	 t pe	 o 	 shooting	
orm	is	that	 it	can	be	done	with	or	without	a	bow	in	 our	
hand 	I	ha e	embarrassed	m 	wi e	more	than	once	wal ing	
into	a	grocer 	store	with	her	and	while	seeing	a	bird	on	a	
telephone	wire	ha e	come	to	 ull	draw 	released 	and	then	
stood	 there	 with	 m 	 ollow-through	 until	 m 	 imaginar 	
arrow	struc 	home 	She	does	not	 in ite	me	 to	go	grocer 	
shopping	with	her	 too	much	these	da s 	The	point	 is	 that	
ou	can	wor 	on	a	solid	bow	arm	and	 ollow	through	 ust	
about	an 	where

As 	me	i 	the	drawing	hand	has	an	 impact	on	the	bow	
arm s	 mo ement	 and	 m 	 answer	 would	 be	 a	 resounding	
es 	I 	 ou	mo e	 our	drawing	hand	b 	pluc ing	the	string 	

or	 i 	 ou	 allow	 the	 drawing	 hand	 to	 creep	 orward	 a er	
coming	to	 ull	draw 	or	i 	 ou	throw	 our	drawing	hand	awa 	
rom	 the	 ace	at	 release 	 our	bow	arm	 is	 going	 to	mo e 	
en	i 	it s	 ust	a	little 	it	is	going	to	mo e 	And	when	the	bow	

arm	mo es 	so	will	 our	arrow
en	when	shooting	a	release	on	a	modern	compound	

I	 belie e	 one s	 accurac 	will	 impro e	 i 	 the	 drawing	 hand	
sta s	close	to	the	 ace 	M 	son	 osh	is	a	case	in	point 	 hen	
shooting	his	Ho t	compound	he	has	his	thumb	behind	his	ear	
or	an	anchor	point 	But	it	also	helps	to	 eep	his	hand	 rom	
mo ing	 orward	and	 ing	awa 	 rom	his	 ace	at	release 	I	
ha e	seen	man 	shooters	who	use	a	release	use	this	t pe	o 	
anchor 	with	a	thumb	behind	the	ear	to	 eep	the	hand	close	
to	the	 ace 	 es 	we	all	 now	gu s	and	gals	who	de 	this	wa 	
o 	shooting	and	are	 er 	good	shots 	But	I	thin 	that	 or	the	
a erage	bowhunter 	 eeping	the	drawing	hand	close	to	the	
ace	will	 help	 tremendousl 	 in	 eeping	 the	bow	arm	solid	
during 	and	at	the	time	o 	release

 

ust	 a	 ew	months	 ago	 I	 bought	 a	 new	 recur e	 bow 	 It	
was	not	that	I	reall 	needed	one 	but	I	wanted	a	bow	with	a	
reduced	bow	poundage 	Most	o 	m 	bows	are	in	the	5 lb	to	
1lb	range 	It	has	been	man 	 ears	since	I	ha e	purchased	a	

new	bow	and	to	be	honest	I	thought	it	might	 ust	be	another	
thing	that	I	did	not	need 	I	mean	reall 	how	man 	bows	can	a	
gu 	shoot	at	one	time	an wa 	But	with	the	encouragement	
o 	m 	good	wi e	I	did	bu 	it	and	waited	eagerl 	 or	m 	new	
bow	to	be	deli ered	to	m 	 a ourite	archer 	shop 	At	m 	draw	
length 	the	new	bow	pulled	48lb 	 It	onl 	 too 	a	 ew	arrows	

handle 	li e	with	a	bloc 	handle	on	man 	longbows 	It	too 	
some	ge ng	used	 to 	but	using	 the	push-pull	method	on	
m 	 longbows	has	wor ed	 e uall 	 as	well	 and	has	 helped	
m 	 shooting	 tremendousl 	 hether	 ou	 draw	 our	 bow	
rom	a	 swing-t pe	position	or	begin	 our	draw	with	 our	
bow	held	directl 	in	 ront	o 	 ou 	as	 ou	continue	to	push	
orward 	and 	continue	tension	on	the	string 	 our	bow	arm	
will	sta 	solid 	allowing	 our	arrow	to	go	where	 ou	want	it	
to	go

hen	 ohn	Schul 	published	his	boo 	 Hi ng	 em	 i e	
Howard	Hill 	in	19 5	and	his	accompan ing	 ideo	with	the	
same	 title 	 the	 e ample	 o 	 a	 solid	 bow	 arm	 and	 per ect	
ollow-through 	now	became	 isual 	No	dropping	o 	the	bow	
arm	and	the	 eeping	o 	the	draw	hand	in	the	 ace 	became	
eas 	to	understand 	As	Schul 	e plained	 in	the	 ideo 	 	 	
upon	release 	both	hands	do	nothing 	Meaning	simpl 	that	
neither	 the	bow	arm	nor	 the	drawing	hand	at	 anchor	do	
an thing	e cept	sta 	where	the 	are	until	the	arrow	stri es	
the	target 	
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Follow through The drawing hand

Bow poundage and the bow arm
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is	how	much	do	I	push 	And	how	much	do	I	pull 	The	 e 	
word	is	tension 	And	how	much 	 nough	to	 eep	the	bow	
arm	 rom	creeping	bac 	 toward	 ou 	And	enough	 to	 eep	
our	drawing	hand	 rom	brea ing	awa 	or	 creeping	awa 	
rom	 our	anchor	point 	 hate er	tension	it	ta es	so	that	
our	bow	arm	sta s	 orward 	and	 our	drawing	hand	sta s	at	
anchor 	is	enough 	 ou	are	probabl 	doing	it	alread 	But	go	
to	 our	local	archer 	range	and	watch	those	around	 ou	and	
m 	guess	 is	 that	 ou	will	 see	enough	unstead 	bow	arms	
and	 creeping	 anchor	 points	 to	 illustrate	m 	 point 	 I 	 our	
shooting	is	not	where	 ou	want	it	to	be 	 ocus	on	a	stead 	
bow	arm	b 	 eeping	tension	on	the	bow	b 	slightl 	pushing	
orward 	and	tension	on	the	bow	string	and	I	thin 	 ou	will	
see	positi e	results

Someone	once	said	that	it	is	better	to	shoot	one	arrow	
with	per ect	 orm	than	1 	arrows	without	it 	 our	practice	
sessions	 should	 ollow	 this	 rule 	 There	 is	 nothing	 more	
rela ing	 or	 me	 than	 to	 shoot	 m 	 bow	 	 but	 e en	 good	
things	 need	 to	 be	 done	 in	 moderation 	 It	 has	 been	 m 	
e perience	that	it	is	 ar	more	producti e	to	shoot	25	per ect	
arrows	in	a	session	than	2 	where	I	get	tired	and	slopp 	I 	
ou	can 	shoot	o en 	But	 eep	 our	shooting	sessions	short 	
Focus	on	good	 orm 	a	solid	bow	arm	and	tight	release	and	
watch	 our	arrows	hit	where	 ou	want	them	to 	

passing	o er	the	bow s	shel 	to	con ince	me	I	had	done	the	
right	thing 	Suddenl 	m 	groups	were	tighter 	I	could	push	the	
new	bow	 orward	easier	and	pull	the	string	bac 	and	loc 	in	
m 	anchor	point	easier	and	m 	bow	arm	sta ed	much	more	
solid	during	m 	draw	and	release 	In	 act 	a er	the	release	I	
ust	stood	there	loo ing	at	how	solid	and	le el	m 	bow	arm	
loo ed 	The	bow	dro e	the	arrows	into	m 	target	 ust	as	well	
i 	not	better	then	m 	hea ier	bows	and	I	was	also	ama ed	at	
how	 ast	the	bow	shot 	At	48lb 	it	 is	hea 	enough	to	bring	
down	the	blac tail	deer	that	I	pursue	each	summer	and	 all 	
And	with	the	increase	in	accurac 	I	 eel	 er 	con dent

Fred	 ichler 	a	well	 nown	bowhunter	here	in	the	 nited	
States 	 has	 been	 using	 a	 lighter	 weight	 traditional	 bow	
because	 o 	 a	 problem	 with	 a	 shoulder	 in ur 	 His	 ideos	
show	him	shooting	 a elina 	whitetail	deer	and	other	game	
animals	 using	 a	 much	 lighter	 draw	 weight	 bow	 than	 he	
would	 normall 	 use 	 en	 with	 a	 sore	 shoulder 	 ichler s	
orm	is	per ect 	bow	arm	solid 	drawing	hand	tight	against	
his	 ace 	The	 e 	to	impro ed	accurac 	and	a	more	solid	bow	
arm/ ollow-through	might	be	a	reduction	in	draw	weight 	It	
is	de nitel 	something	to	consider

ne	o 	the	things	that	is	o en	le 	out	when	teaching	the	
importance	o 	pushing	the	bow	 orward	with	 our	bow	arm	
and	 pulling 	 or	 drawing	 the	 string	with	 the	 drawing	 hand	
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How much push and pull?

Perfect practice

he push-pull method can be used even ith a 

bro en rist.
ou might find that your accuracy improves i  you use a lighter eight bo .
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Bonalbo Northern	 i ers	Field	Archers

A er	 months	 o 	 wor 	 cu ng	 in	 ranges	 and	 se ng	 up	 awesome	 and	
challenging	 shots 	 Northern	 i ers	 Field	 Archers	 un ortunatel 	 had	 to	
postpone	its	Februar 	shoot	due	to	slipper 	wet	conditions	and	rising	cree 	
crossings 	The	weather	leading	up	to	the	cancellation	was	unpredictable	and	
the	rain all	on	the	Frida 	was	e en	higher	than	predicted

Than 	 ou	to	the	 8	shooters	who	returned	 or	the	shoot	in	March 	 e	
hope	 ou	en o ed	 oursel es

Congratulations	to	all	shooters	who	too 	part 	 ell	done	to	Ben	 e na e	
and	Brian	Turner	who	won	the	Top-Ten	Shootout	 or	Sighted	and	Barebow	
respecti el

n	 Saturda 	 due	 to	 the	 low	 numbers	 the	 decision	 was	 made	 or	 all	
shooters	to	shoot	the	same	3 	targets	so	that	scoring	would	be	e uitable	
or	all	in	case	the	weather	changed	and	 or	ease	o 	bringing	in	the	ranges	on	
Saturda 	a ernoon

There	was	 lots	 o 	 chatter	 about	 the	 ranges 	 The	 bobcat-on-the-stump	
shot	and	the	alligator	on	the	cree 	ban 	on	 ange	B	in	particular	recei ed	
lots	o 	comments 	The	ranges	were	thought	pro o ing	and	challenging 	with	
er 	 ew	gi eawa s	 and	as	 ou	all	 now 	 obert	and	Chris	e ill 	 concei e	
challenging	 shots	 on	 all	 their	 ranges 	 There	was	 a	 great	 ibe	 around	 the	
ranges	 or	the	wee end

Sunda 	morning	saw	us	starting	in	the	gull 	be ore	climbing	the	hill	with	
uphill	and	downhill	shots

There	was	lots	o 	lo el 	 ood	on	o er	pro ided	b 	the	 ld	Bonalbo	Hall	
Societ 	and	the	Bowling	Club	smorgasbord	on	Saturda 	night

N FA	would	li e	to	than 	the	shooters	who	 ought	the	weather	to	turn	
up	to	our	shoot	in	Februar 	we	are	sorr 	that	we	had	to	cancel 	but	as	 ou	
all	 now	N FA	onl 	ha e	the	health	and	sa et 	o 	our	 riends	in	mind	and	the	
decision	was	not	ta en	lightl

N FA	would	also	li e	to	than 	all	the	shooters	who	returned	to	Bonalbo	
the	 ollowing	wee end	 or	our	March	shoot

As	 3DAAA	members	 now 	 there	 is	 a	 lot	 o 	 wor 	 that	 goes	 into	 each	
shoot 	Than 	 ou	to	all	N FA	members	who	contributed	to	 the	success ul	
running	o 	this	wee end

a e	 lenbawn 
Field	Archers	

a e	 lenbawn	 Field	 Archers 	
annual	sanctioned	shoot	was	held	on	
the	wee end	o 	April	 	and	8 	A	total	
o 	 82	 archers	 came	 rom	 near	 and	
ar	 to	 compete	 in	 the	 e ent	 which	
was	held	at	Camp	 urra- eith	within	
the	 a e	 lenbawn	 recreation	 area 	
This	 turnout	 was	 rather	 impressi e	
considering	man 	hunters	were	bus 	
on	 the	 rut	 and	 ABA	 shooters	 were	
slowl 	ma ing	their	 return	road	trip	
rom	the	National	Sa ari	held	at	Alice	
Springs	o er	 aster
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catering	 ser ices	 during	 the	
wee end

e	 loo 	 orward	 to	 seeing	 all	
shooters	 once	 again	 at	 our	 second	
annual	shoot 	the	 ingen	Matchpla 	
to	be	held	in	September

The	Top-Ten	was	held	on	Saturda 	
a ernoon 	with	Ben	Do le	emerging	
as	 the	 e entual	 winner	 a er	 a	
hard- ought	 competition 	 The	 ra e	
ollowed 	 with	 man 	 more	 winners	
wal ing	 awa 	 rom	 the	 table	 with	
smiles	on	their	 aces

The	weather	was	e tremel 	 ind 	
with	 both	 da s	 sunn 	 and	 mild 	
The	 small	 but	 hard-wor ing	 FA	
committee	had	once	again	prepared	

e	high	class	ranges	that	tested	the	
endurance	 and	 mental	 toughness	
o 	 the	 competitors 	 The	 steep	 and	
hill 	terrain	pro ided	a	wide	range	o 	
challenging	 shots	 which	 resulted	 in	
onl 	 three	archers	 scoring	a	per ect	
1 	 round	 throughout	 the	wee end	
Isaac	 Scarr 	 amie	 Bradshaw	 and	
Ale 	 l in 	prompting	 range-master	
arr 	 Dawson	 to	 announce	 that	

the	 winner	 o 	 the	 wee end	 was	
undeniabl 	the	ranges

Huge	than s	to	2nd	Muswellbroo 	
Scout	 roup	 or	 their	 wonder ul	

4
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“

was	 een	to	shoot	the	last	two	ranges	
o 	the	da 	Most	people	got	out	earl 	
and	soon	the	clubhouse	was	deserted 	
eter	 abriel	 and	 olandie	 ood ear	

made	sure	the	canteen	was	read 	 or	
when	e er one	returned	 or	lunch	and	
had	learned	 rom	the	pre ious	da 	that	
this	was	a	hungr 	bunch	o 	 shooters 	
so	e tra	pro isions	had	been	brought	
in	o ernight

From	 mid-morning 	 the	 scores	
started	 to	 roll	 in 	 The	 usual	 archer 	
e cuses	 started	 to	 	 as	 people	
handed	in	their	score	cards 	but	almost	
e er one	commented	that	the d	had	
a	 great	wee end 	A er	e er one	had	
lunch	 and	 all	 the	 scores	 were	 in 	 it	
was	time	 or	the	pri egi ing	and	ra e	
draw 	 And	what	 a	 ra e	 table	 it	 was 	
with	 targets	 and	 bows	 rom	 Benson	
Archer 	and	Ten	 one	Archer 	and	sets	
o 	strings	 rom	Big	Fella s	Bow	Strings

The	 highest	 male	 score	 came	
rom	 Ian	 Summers 	 MB 	 with	 461	

e perience	 and	 organisational	 s ills	
made	sure	that	e er thing	was	set	up	
and	 read 	 to	 go	 to	 ensure	 e er one	
got	processed	 uic l 	and	get	them	on	
the	ranges

Simo	 eir	 and	 Michael	 Mc ae	
had	 been	 wor ing	 tirelessl 	 to	 set	
up	 e	 o 	 the	 best	 ranges	 MFA	 had	
e er	produced 	 ith	onl 	one	per ect	
round	 recorded	 all	 wee end	 and	
multiple	compliments	coming	bac 	 it	
was	mission	accomplished	 or	them 	

Saturda 	 a ernoon 	 with	 the	 sun	
si ng	low 	 osh	 adoll	ran	the	Top-Ten	
Shootout 	 amie	Bradshaw 	MB 	won	
the	Sighted	comp	and	 stelle	Bosho 	
FB 	won	the	unaided	comp

A er	all	the	wal ing	and	shooting 	
e er one	was	 read 	 or	 a	 good	meal	
and	Donna	 ilro 	 did	 not	 disappoint 	
ith	a	menu	that	ranged	 rom	lambs	

r 	to	apple	slice 	there	was	something	
or	e er 	taste 	

The	 last	da 	arri ed	and	e er one	
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Ipswich	Field	Club
Another	Ipswich	Field	Archer 	Club	shoot	is	done	and	dusted	 or	the	 ear 	The	weather	was	 er 	 ind	to	us	with	glorious	

sunshine	on	both	da s 	The	 rst	 ueensland	3DAAA-sanctioned	shoot	o 	the	 ear	was	on	Ma 	5	and	6 	 e	had	a	total	o 	
1 5	competitors	who	tra elled	 rom	NS 	and	other	parts	o 	 ueensland	to	compete	in	the	e ent 	 our	support	is	 er 	much	
appreciated

The	canteen	also	pro ided	a	delectable	arra 	o 	 ood	and	drin s	to	satis 	those	hungr 	and	thirst 	archers 	 e	would	
li e	to	than 	the	Ipswich	 ions	Club	 or	 eeping	the	 ood	up	to	hungr 	archers

The	Top-Ten	Shooto 	was	held	on	Sunda 	a ernoon	prior	to	the	presentation 	The	winner	o 	the	sighted	Top-Ten	was	
compound	shooter	Brett	 irlo	and	the	unaided	winner	was	recur e	shooter	Scott	Ha den

a e	Mac uarie	Classic
It	was	Thursda 	and	there	were	still	

two	da s	to	go	be ore	the	shoot 	and	
alread 	 the	 camper ans	 had	 started	
rolling	 in 	 B 	 Frida 	 a ernoon	 the	
clubgrounds	were	pac ed 	A er	ha ing	
low	numbers	the	pre ious	 ear 	things	
were	 loo ing	 much	 more	 promising	
this	 ear

The	 new	 committee 	 especiall 	
newl 	 elected	 resident	 Michael	
Mc ae 	had	spent	the	past	 ew	months	
cleaning 	 painting	 and	 ing	 up	 the	
clubhouse	 and	 all	 the	 acilities 	 The	
club	 had	 ne er	 loo ed	 this	 good	 and	
the	whole	club	was	 een	to	show	it	o 	
to	all	the	 isitors 	

egistrations	 started	 on	 Frida 	
night 	 and	we	 could	 alread 	 see	 that	
we	were	going	to	ha e	good	numbers 	
In	the	morning 	drawn	in	b 	the	smell	
o 	bacon	and	eggs	on	the	barbie 	 the	
masses	 descended	 on	 the	 clubhouse	
to	 register 	 Treasurer	 Colin	 eene s	

New South Wales State Series



ARCHERY ACTION

“

”

and	 highest	 emale	 score	 o 	 454	was	
recorded	 b 	 enette	 Har e 	 FB 	
Highest	 cub	 score	 had	 to	 be	 counted	
bac 	as	Seth	Sutton	and	 Isaac	 hillips	
scored	 443	 each 	 but	 e entuall 	 it	
went	to	Isaac 	 than	 il inson	scored	
42 	and	too 	out	highest	 outh	score 	
with	 Sarah	 eene	 ta ing	 top	 emale	
outh	honours	with	a	score	o 	314 	
This	will	go	down	as	one	o 	the	best	

e ents	 et	at	 MFA	and	we	can t	wait	
to	go	e en	better	ne t	 ear
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The	2 1 	3DAAA	Nationals	at	Nambucca	Heads	in	New	South	 ales	will	be	
one	 competition	 that	 I ll	 alwa s	 remember 	 It	was 	 as	 alwa s 	 a	 lot	 o 	 un	but	
with	some	challenges 	I	was	shooting	in	a	peer	group	with	m 	brother s	girl riend	
Annalise	and	we	got	to	the	second	target	o 	the	wee end	and	her	strings	bro e 	
She	was	understandabl 	upset	not	onl 	because	we d	come	so	 ar	to	shoot	but	it	
was	also	 uite	a	shoc 	Anna	had	to	go	bac 	to	the	cabins	and	thought	she	wasn t	
going	to	be	able	to	shoot	 or	the	rest	o 	the	wee end	but	I	alwa s	bring	a	spare	
bow	which	has	come	in	hand 	a	 ew	times	 	such	as	that	wee end 	

e	 got	m 	 spare	 bow	 set	 up	 or	 her	 as	 best	 we	 could	 and	 she	managed	
to	 nish	the	shoot	and	e en	beat	m 	score	with	m 	own	bow 	The	rest	o 	the	
wee end	was	sun	and	sand	which	was	the	best	wa 	to	 nish	an 	shoot 	

At	the	presentations	dinner	I	was	stu ng	m 	 ace	with	lasagne dinner	was	
great 	b 	the	wa when	I	heard	m 	name	called	out	and	almost	e er one	in	the	
room	turned	around	to	loo 	at	me 	I	hadn t	realised	at	the	time	that	I d	won	the	
luc 	door	pri e	which	was	m 	choice	o 	a	new	Ho t	bow 	It	was	probabl 	one	o 	
the	luc iest	and	best	moments	I e	e er	had	as	I e	ne er	owned	a	brand	new	
bow	be ore 	and	certainl 	not	a	Ho t 	

A er	tal ing	to	Abbe 	Archer 	 or	onl 	a	short	time 	I	now	ha e	m 	brand	new	
Ho t	 re ail	F 	I	lo e	it	and	I	lo e	the	colour	too 	So	I d	li e	to	sa 	a	big 	big	than 	
ou	to	the	3DAAA	committee 	Ho t	and	Abbe 	Archer 	Hope ull 	this	 ear	will	
be	m 	best	 et

r stal	Callon	

The	luc 	o 	the	draw







ARCHERY ACTION52

Around 
THE TRADS

To	recei e	trad	shoot	in ormation	direct 	email	a	re uest	to 	 
swallace wallacetradwoods com

Sue Wallace 

The	 ollowing	was	sent	to	me	 rom	
a	participant 	as	I	was	doing	some	pro-
motional	wor 	 or	traditional	archer 	
at	the	time

*	 It	 was	 a	 great	 wee end	 at	 the	
North	 Albert	 Field	 Archers	 at	 atala	
in	 ueensland	o er	the	 aster	brea 	
Numbers	 were	 down	 on	 pre ious	
ears	with	the	Commonwealth	 ames	
start	 ollowing	the	wee end 	and	the	
rain	on	 Frida 	probabl 	 scared	 some	
ol 	 awa 	e en	 though	Saturda 	and	
Sunda 	 were	 ne 	 About	 5 	 arch-
ers	 en o ed	 two	 3D	 ranges	 with	 15	
targets	 each 	 The	 ranges	 were	 shot	
on	 both	 da s 	 alternating	 the	 one-
arrow	 and	 two-arrow	 rounds 	 along	
with	 the	 club	 no elties	 o 	 bow	 bird 	
3 -second	 speed	 round 	 rolling	 disc 	
running	 pig	 and	 a	 6 -second	 hunter	
round 	The	wee end	 eatured	heart 	
bre ie 	lunch	and	dinner	 are	as	well	
as	 a	 great	 pri e	 table	 or	 the	 ra e 	
There	was	plent 	o 	catching	up	with	
old	 riends	 and	 meeting	 new	 ones 	
good	 shots	 along	 with	 spectacular	
misses 	the	odd	bro en	or	lost	arrow	
and	 lots	 o 	 laughter 	 No	 out	 o 	 con-
trol	 beha iour	 	 unless	 ou	 count	
some	naught 	bo s	howling	at	the	 ull	
moon 	 ho	would	that	ha e	been 	A	

big	than 	 ou	to	the	team	at	NAFA	 or	
pu ng	 on	 another	 great	 Traditional	
ende ous

* eading	 into	 the	wee end	 o 	 April	
21	 and	 22 	 uite	 a	 ew	 had	 set	 up	
around	the	camping	area	at	Che allan	
Archer 	 ar 	and	could	 see	 the	dar 	
clouds	 looming	 in	 rom	 the	 ocean 	
e	were	wandering	around	the	 eld	

course	 doing	 a	 nal	 chec 	 on	 target	
placement	 and	 thought	 we d	 best	
head	 bac 	 up	 to	 the	 shed 	 n ortu-
natel 	we	had	onl 	gone	a	short	dis-
tance	when	the	hea ens	opened

As	we	 sat	 on	 the	 erandah	while	
the	 rain	 continued	 through	 Frida 	
a ernoon 	 we	 realised	 uite	 a	 ew	
would	 probabl 	 drop	 out	 rom	 the	
wee end	shoot 	Sure	enough	the	rain	
let	 up	 a	 little	 later	 that	 a ernoon 	
and	 the	 stars	 were	 out	 b 	 the	 time	
we	were	 tuc ing	oursel es	 in	 or	 the	
e ening

hen	we	rose	on	Saturda 	it	was	a	
little	cloud 	with	man 	patches	o 	blue	
s 	which	was	promising 	and	 uite	a	
ew	locals	 oined	us	a er	brea ast

There	 was	 one	 couple	 who	 had	
tra elled	 up	 rom	 Newcastle	 and	
ours	 was	 the	 third	 shoot	 the 	 had	
attended 	Some	 riends	o 	theirs	had	

recentl 	 mo ed	 to	 the	 mpie	 area	
and	 had	 come	 out	 during	 the	 wee 	
to	ha e	a	go 	under	guidance 	at	 the	
practice	butts 	so	the 	also	 oined	us	
or	the	shoot

Following	a	warm-up	at	 the	prac-
tice	butts	and	then	muster 	we	set	o 	
to	 do	 the	 da s	 e ents 	 consisting	 o 	
25	3D	targets	 or	a	two-arrow	round 	
clout 	 two	 popin a s 	 rolling	 disc 	
3 -second	 speed	 round 	mo ing	 tar-
get	and	the	6 -second	hunter	round 	
nce	 again	 targets	 24	 and	 25	 were	

set	closest	to	camp 	so	could	be	done	
either	 rst	 on	the	wa 	out 	or	last	 on	
the	wa 	bac 	i 	there	are	groups	on	
them 	 The	 target	 placements	 were	
once	 again	 di erent	 rom	 the	 pre i-
ous	shoots

The	 tea	 tent 	 alwa s	 a	 popular	
place	to	catch	up 	was	 in	the	 icinit 	
o 	 targets	 1 	 to	 23	 and	 the	 hunter	
round 	gi ing	groups	a	chance	to	ha e	
a	brea 	between	e ents 		

The	clouds	had	started	to	mo e	in	
during	the	latter	part	o 	the	morning	
and	 as	 our	 group	 got	 bac 	 or	 lunch	
a	 small	 shower	 ell 	 ith	 e er one	
en o ing	lunch	we	had	a	 uic 	discus-
sion	and	decided	not	 to	 run	 the	Top	
1 	 shootout	 and	 instead	 we	 would	
do	 some	combat	archer 	 at	3 3 pm 	
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howe er	 ou	 can	be	whac ed	 in	 the	
bac side	 as	 ou	 lea e	 the	 sa e	 one	
to	 get	 to	 our	 co er 	 e	 started	 o 	
with	 e	people	per	side 	and	at	 rst	
we	 were	 all	 a	 little	 cautious 	 till	 we	
each	 ran	 out	 o 	 arrows	 each	 pla er	

ob ect	o 	the	game	is	to	eliminate	the	
opposition	b 	either	stri ing	 them	 in	
the	 bod 	 region 	 or	 hi ng	 out	 the	
discs	 rom	their	 e-spot	target 	There	
is	 a	 sa e	 one	 in	 the	 middle	 where	
ou	cannot	be	shot	at	or	shoot	 rom 	
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gi ing	enough	time	 or	the	groups	to	
complete	the	no elties

The	 combat	 arena	 is	 set	 up	 not	
too	 ar	 rom	 the	 shed 	 with	 e	
walls 	 erected	 in	 each	 side	 o 	 the	
eld	 or	 pla ers	 to	 hide	 behind 	 The	

Gladstone windmill shot.Chevallan combat arena. Chevallan shot. 
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one	cra 	 ueenslander 	
The 	had	onl 	one	2 -target	range	

which	had	a	mi 	o 	ABA	 in l	targets 	
3D	animals	and	no elties 	 ne	o 	the	
no elties	was	a	 steel	pig	with	a	hole	
or	 the	 score	 one 	Ha ing	 a	 shot	 at	
the	 pig	 was	 o en	 accompanied	 b 	
lots	o 	clanging	and	merriment	 the 	
had	 a	 sa e	 target	 option	 as	well 	 or	
those who wanted to choose that 
option 	 There	was	 a	 5 m	 shot	 on	 a	
3D	 bu alo 	 a	 swinging	 egg	 shot	 and	
a	double	bale	with	 si 	 or	 se en	ABA	
in l	targets	where	it	was	surprisingl 	
hard	 to	 hit	 a	 score	 one 	 There	 was	
e en	 a	 l ing-down	 shot	 which	 was	
surprisingl 	 di cult 	 The	 range	 was	
shot	 our	 times	 o er	 the	 wee end 	
The	 rst	three	times	were	two-arrow	
rounds	 with	 three	 arrows	 on	 the	
no elties	and	the	last	time	was	a	one-
arrow	round	with	two	arrows	on	the	
no elties 	 The	 club	 catered	 heart 	
meals	 and	 the	 camping	 was	 great	
under	mild	autumn	s ies

* Attending	 the	 Stanthorpe	 Trad	
Shoot	 o er	 the	 wee end	 o 	 April	 28	
and	 29	were	 appro imatel 	 3 	 arch-
ers 	 mostl 	 rom	 around	 southeast	
ueensland 	 but	 some	 had	 tra elled	
rom	as	 ar	as	Newcastle	in	NS

The 	 had	 three	 2 -target	 ranges	
to	be	shot one	3D	animal	range 	one	
nostalgia	 range	 o 	 the	 older	 blac -
and-white	 ABA	 paper	 targets 	 one	
in l	animal	range	with	all	scoring	o 	
1 	 or	a	 ill	and	 e	 or	a	wound 	The	
no elties	 were	 running	 pig 	 3 -sec-

there	is	no	muster	and	most	headed	
down	 to	 the	 course 	 e	 did	 the	
rolling	 disc	 and	 another	 group	 had	
ust	 started	 the	 speed	 round	 so	 we	
too	 wandered	 down	 to	 the	 course 	
It	was	 uite	ama ing	how	much	 the	
cree 	had	dropped	again	o ernight

Be ore	I	started	the	presentations	
we	 had	 a	 birthda 	 to	 celebrate 	
although	 it	 was	 rather	 a	 sombre	
occasion	 or	Brett	as	his	partner	 lie	
had	 onl 	 recentl 	 passed	 awa 	 In	
memor 	o 	 lie	we	will	be	presenting	
the	 lie	 ncouragement	 Award	
e er 	shoot	to	one	o 	the	wee end s	
participants	 who	 did	 their	 er 	 best	
or has improved the most since the 
pre ious	 shoot 	 As	 this	 was	 the	 rst	
one 	 we	 presented	 it	 to	 one	 o 	 the	
er 	 new	 beginners	 who	 will	 soon	
be	 oining	 us	 on	 a	 regular	 basis 	 He	
was	both	surprised	and	honoured	to	
recei e	it

The	 shoot	 wee end	 turned	 out	
to	 be	 mostl 	 dr 	 with	 onl 	 the	 one	
shower	 during	 the	 da 	 and	 a	 couple	
o 	 o ernight	 showers	 on	 Saturda 	
and	 those	o 	us	who	were	 there	are	
uite	loo ing	 orward	to	our	ne t	one 	

rain	or	shine

The	 ollowing	 two	 reports	 are	
rom	an	intrepid	 ueensland	tra eller	
who	shot	on	both	wee ends

* Bendigo	 Field	 Archers	 held	 a	 trad	
shoot	 o er	 the	 wee end	 o 	 April	 21	
and	22	and	there	were	about	4 	arch-
ers	 attending	 rom	 around	 ictoria	
and	 New	 South	 ales 	 along	 with		

gets	 three	 to	 start	with 	 so	 then	we	
had	to	start	ta ing	chances	to	retrie e	
more 	Now	that s	when	the	game	gets	
interesting 	and	e en	those	loo ing	on	
were	gi ing	 help ul 	hints	to	us	on	the	
eld 	 As	 each	 round	 was	 completed	

we	 would	 swap	 sides	 and	 others	
would	 come	 into	 the	 game	 when	
some	 dropped	 out	 and	 strategies	
were	made 	At	one	stage	there	I	was	
a	little	outnumbered	 our	to	one 	and	
tr ing	to	hit	the	little	discs	when	 ou	
ha e	 our	people	doing	 their	best	 to	
stop	 ou	 was	 rather	 challenging 	 I	
didn t	go	down	 uietl 	that s	 or	sure 	
e	were	all	ha ing	so	much	 un	that	

we	didn t	realise	it	was	starting	to	get	
rather	 late 	 This	 e ent	 is	 de nitel 	
being	added	to	our	shoot	agenda

Sunda 	dawned	with	threatening	
clouds	 on	 the	 hori on 	 howe er	
b 	 the	 time	 we	 were	 read 	 to	 set	
out	 the 	 were	 starting	 to	 disperse 	
and	we	were	 oined	 b 	 a	 ew	more	
locals	 or	 the	 da 	 The	 da s	 e ents	
consisted	 o 	 the	 eld	 course 	 rolling	
disc 	 3 -second	 speed	 round	 and	
the	 hunt	 round 	 n	 the	 second	 da 	
groups	 ma 	 go	 out	 at	 an 	 time	 as	
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Cit 	 Bro en	 Hill	 September	 1	 and	 2 	
Mallee	 Sunset	 Mildura 	 September	
8	 and	 9 	 hite	 ose	Memorial	 Trad	
Shoot	 September	 8	 and	 9 	 H TA	
Charit 	 Shoot	 September	29	and	3 	
Che allan	Archer 	 ar 	September	29	
and	3

eports	 rom	Sunshine	Coast	Bow-
men 	The	 athering	at	Hunter	 alle 	
Trad	 Archers	 Inc 	 Che allan	 Archer 	
ar 	 ules	 Shield	 a eside	 Bowmen	

will	be	in	the	ne t	edition
For	 those	 readers	 on	 Faceboo 	

Tra ellin 	 ound	 the	 Trads	 has	man 	
more	photos	and	a	cop 	o 	the	2 18	
trad	shoot	calendar

ou	 will	 nd	 urther	 in ormation	
and	a ailable	 ers	 or	the	traditional	
shoots	on	the	 ollowing	websites
allace	 oods 	

wwwwallacetradwoods com	 	Shoot	
in ormation	 is	showing	the	2 18	pro-
posed	calendar	with	some	shoots	still	
to	be	con rmed 	 ill	ha e	the	lin 	to	
ers	as	the 	become	a ailable
bow 	www o bow net	 	Traditional	

Archer 	 ents	 	each	shoot	has	an	
indi idual	thread
Che allan	Archer 	 ar 	
www che allanarcher par com	 	 or	
traditional	shoot	calendar 	 ers 	
in ormation 	IB 	appro ed	A rican	3D	
targets 	customised	archer 	medals
Traditional	Archer 	Australia 	
www traditionalarcher australia org	
	Shoot	In ormation
See	 ou	 round	the	trads

ing	either	range	as	a	two-arrow	round	
and	 the	 other	 range	 as	 a	 one-arrow	
round 	This	was	swapped	 or	Sunda

The	no elties	were	creati e 	Along	
with	 the	 hunt	 round 	 ing	 pig	 and	
speed	rounds 	there	was	the	windmill 	
where	a	plastic	bottle	had	to	be	shot	
between	 the	 rotating	 blades 	 Then	
there	 was	 the	 bacon	 and	 eggs	 no -
elt 	First	the	eggs	had	to	be	made	to	
swing 	ne t	an	egg	was	shot	through	
to	land	in	a	 r ing	pan	set	o er	a	 re 	
An	arrow	then	had	to	 land	 in	the	3D	
pig	behind	the	 r ing	pan

A	 night	 shoot	 saw	 archers	
shooting	 at	 a	 screen	 where	 animal	
images	 graduall 	 appeared 	 The	
images	 were	 er 	 pi ilated	 at	 rst 	
hen	 the	 animal	 became	 clear	 the	
rst	 to	 shoot	 success ull 	mo ed	on	

to	the	ne t	round 	There	was	a	great	
deal	o 	laughter	 rom	the	audience	at	
these	e ents

The	 wee end	 was	 catered	 with	
complimentar 	hamburgers	on	Frida 	
night	 and	 the	 club s	 pi a	 o en	 was	
put	to	good	use	Saturda 	e ening

* Trad	shoots	con rmed	b 	the	clubs	
or	 August	 and	 September 	 at	 the	
time	 o 	 printing 	 are 	 North	 Burnett	
August	 4	 and	 5 	 Dunoll 	 Trad	 Shoot	
ictoria 	 August	 11	 and	 12 	 Bega	

Trad	Asian	 perience	August	18	and	
19 	Sunshine	Coast	Bowmen	Trad	Da 	
August	 19 	 Che allan	 Archer 	 ar 	
Mini	 August	 25	 and	 26 	 Swan	 Hill	
ictoria 	 August	 25	 and	 26 	 Sil er	

ond	 speed	 round 	6 -second	hunter	
round	o 	 e	3D	deer	targets	with	1 	
to	 12	 paces	 between	 each	 shooting	
peg 	 The	 hunt	 round	was	 set	 up	 on	
an	 incline	 which	 had	 some	 archers	
hu ng	and	pu ng	b 	the	time	the 	
were	done 	

n	 Saturda 	e ening	a er	dinner	
we	 had	 li e	 music	 which	 was	 reall 	
e cellent 	 as	 well	 as	 a	 -Shoot	 held	
on	 the	 practice	 range	 which	 gener-
ated	some	great	shooting	and	lots	o 	
laughs 	 Target	 placements	 were	 out	
to	about	3 m	and	hunting-st le	shots	
with	some	targets	partl 	obscured	b 	
trees	 or	 shrubber 	 A	 little	 mo ing	
around	the	peg	was	the	order	o 	the	
da 	The	club	catered	all	meals	 rom	
Frida 	night	through	to	Sunda 	lunch	
and	the	 ood	was	plenti ul 	heart 	and	
great	 alue 	Saturda 	night s	choice	o 	
bee 	or	lamb	stew	with	rice	and	bread	
was	 reall 	 e cellent	 and	 some	 little	
piggies	 e en	 had	 both	 and/or	 sec-
onds 	This	was	 ollowed	b 	apple	pie	
and	custard	around	the	 re

The	 ranite	 Belt	 Bowmen	 is	 a	
small	but	 er 	 riendl 	club	and	the	
members	reall 	 now	how	to	put	on	
a	great	shoot

* The	 ladstone	 Muster	 was	 held	
o er	the	wee end	o 	Ma 	5	and	6 	Fol-
lowing	is	an	account	 rom	a	tra elling	
archer	 rom	NS

Two	ranges	were	set	up	with	2 	3D	
targets 	 some	 brand	 new 	 n	 Satur-
da 	archers	had	the	choice	o 	shoot-
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THE FALLOW STAGS

GRAHAM NEWELL

Hail 
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It	was	April	14	and	we	were	on	the		
road	 to	 the	 New	 ngland	 region 	
For	this	trip	we	were	using	 obbo s	

new	 Isu u	 D-Ma 	 space	 cab 	 It	 had	
all and	 I	 mean	 all that	 one	 could	
add	 to	 a	 hunter s	 truc 	 ob iousl 	
obbo s	pride	and	 o
The	 road	 trip	 was	 ust	 o er	 e	

hours	 with	 meal	 and	 uel	 stops	 and	
on	arri al	at	our	cabin	 an	old	 encing	
contractor s	base 	we	unloaded	all	our	
gear	then	set	up	 or	the	ne t	da 	and	
settled	 in	 or	 a	 stea -and-mushroom	
meal	plus	the	odd	rum	and	beer

ater	 in	 the	 e ening 	 a	 storm	
headed	our	wa 	 Seeing	 obbo s	 ace	
when	 I	 elled	 out 	 Hail 	 Blood 	 hail 	
mate 	was	pain ul 	 The	 thought	 that	
his	new	truc 	with	 less	than	2 m	
on	 the	 cloc 	 might	 be	 peppered	 b 	
hailstones	was	enough	to	gi e	an one	
that	 aw ul	 sin ing	 eeling 	 Howe er 	
our	hut	must	ha e	de ected	the	worst	
o 	 the	 hail	 because	 it	 loo ed	 li e	 no	
damage	had	been	done	to	his	 ehicle 	
hence	the	pla 	on	words	in	the	title	o 	
this	stor

e	 ha e	 been	 coming	 to	 the	
propert 	 or	 well	 o er	 12	 ears	 now	
with	the	 rst	three	or	 our	 ears	a	steep	
learning	 cur e	 to	 better	 understand	
the	 allow	deer	and	their	habits

The	terrain	 is	t pical	New	 ngland	
gra ing	 countr 	 although	 the	 owner	
has	 remo ed	 a	 lot	 o 	 the	 brush 	
blac berr 	 bush	 and	 small	 regrowth 	
thus	ma ing	 it	a	real	challenge	to	get	
within	reasonable	bow	range

ur	 time	 on	 this	 allow	 stag	 hunt	
was	to	be	about	 e	da s	and	we	both	
elt	that	was	su cient

e	 ha e	 obser ed	 o er	 the	 past	
ew	 ears	 and	 ha e	 chatted	 with	
other	bowhunters	about	it 	that	there	
seem	to	be	 our	 common	 ingredients	
to	 a	 success ul	 hunt 	 e	 need	 to	 be	
reasonabl 	good	shots 	we	must	ha e	
abo e-a erage	 stal ing	 abilit 	 o 	
course	be	 in	 an	 area	with	 eral	 game	
and	we	need	 lots	and	 lots	o 	 luc 	So	
man 	times	we	ha e	 ound	that	being	
in	the	right	spot	at	that	right	moment	
is	 not	 necessaril 	 s ill	 but	 ust	 plain	
luc

hilst	 the	 propert 	 is	 o er	 3 3 	
acres 	 onl 	 about	 18	 per	 cent	 o 	 it	 is	
suitable	 to	 hunt	 the	 allow	 stags	 i 	
the 	are	 in	rut	and	 in	that	area	there	
are	probabl 	onl 	 our	spots	that	ha e	
historicall 	 produced	 stags	 worth 	 o 	
ta ing

e	 rose	 about	 4 2 am	 to	 dri e	
some	 m	 through	 eight	 gates	 it	
might	 be	 a	 slight	 e aggeration	 to	 sa 	
I	 hate	 those	gates 	but	onl 	 slight 	 to	
reach	 our	 umping-o 	 spot 	 n	 the	
wa 	to	the	ru ng	areas 	we	noted	no	
does	on	the	 at	land not	a	good	sign	
or	the	da

e	arri ed	around	5 3 am 	It	was	
still	 dar 	 no	 moon	 this	 ear 	 so	 we	
itted	 up 	 put	 on	 our	 head	 torches		
and	 set	 o 	 in	 di erent	 directions	 to	
the	 ob ious	 stag	 croa ing	 noises 	 e	
ha e	 ound	 ou	 cannot	 hunt	 in	 pairs	
on	this	propert 	 or	in	our	opinion	on	

an 	deer	hunting	outing 	as	the	deer
especiall 	the	does are	 ust	too	alert 	
watching	 or	danger	all	the	time

obbo	 had	 a	 long 	 hard	 and	
e hausting	haul	up	a	massi e	hill	to	his	
spot 	but	he s	a	 oung	gu

He	 said	 it	 was	 worth	 it 	 when	
shooting	 light	 was	 on 	 about	 eight	
allow	 buc s	 o 	 arious	 alue	 were	
isible 	A er	a	short	recon 	he	decided	
to	 bell -crawl	 some	 4 m	 towards	 a	
nice	 bedded	 stag 	 which	 would	 then	
gi e	him	a	35m	shot 	

Now	 this	 area	 has	 some	 -plus	
cattle	 gra ing	 with	 the	 deer	 so	 i 	 he	
was	not	dodging	does	and	 spi ers	he	
was	romancing	the	cows

A er	15	minutes	 obbo	was	read 	
and	 with	 his	 arrow	 on	 the	 string	 he	
ranged	the	chosen	stag	at	3 m 	As	he	
rose	to	his	 nees 	the	stag	decided	to	
stand 	 obbo	was	not	read 	and	rushed	
the	shot 	It	missed	b 	onl 	millimetres 	
in fact it appeared to remove some 
hair 	 No	 problem 	 there	 were	 more	
stags	around 	But	sadl 	he	again	put	in	
the	huge	stal ing	e ort	onl 	to	ha e	a	
similar	outcome 	Not	to	worr 	we	still	
had	three	da s	to	re ne	the	deal

I	 was	 headed	 in	 a	 south-westerl 	
direction	and	a er	about	15	minutes	o 	
hu ng	and	pu ng	I	was	near	an	area	
that	 sounded	 ull	 o 	 action 	Howe er 	
the	southern	boundar 	o 	this	propert 	
was	onl 	3 m	 rom	where	I	was	going	
and	o 	course	all	 the	good	ones	were	
o er	 in	 the	 neighbour s	 propert 	
There	 was	 no	 shooting	 light	 when	 I	

GRAHAM NEWELL
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e	 introduced	 oursel es	 onl 	 to	
realise	we	had	met	at	 this	 spot	 twice	
be ore 	 e	 are	 now	 on	 rst	 name	
terms 	 He	 did	 tell	 me	 he d	 been	
watching	me	stal 	in	and	ma e	the	 ill	
and	 also	 said	 the	 area	 has	 had	 a	 air	
number	 o 	 poachers	 and	 he	 thought	
I	 might	 ha e	 been	 one 	 Bowhunting	
has	 all	 sorts	 o 	 twists	 	 anc 	 seeing	
him	wa 	out	 in	 the	bush 	 e reshing 	
actuall

hotos	 and	 head	 ta en 	 I	 ound	 a	
spot to remove the hide and meat from 
around	the	stag s	head 	then	strapped	
him	 to	 m 	 bac pac 	 and	 headed	 or	
the	truc

The	ne t	da 	we	both	went	to	the	
same	areas 	but	 it	was	une en ul	 or	
me 	 I	 had	 se eral	 stal s 	 a	 ew	 2 m	

lung	 but	 orward 	 howe er	 the	 stag	
umped 	 ran	 some	1 m 	 ell	o er	and	
ic ed	his	legs	in	the	air	but	didn t	die	
straight	awa

I	was	hoping	one	o 	those	o er	the	
ence	would	come	m 	wa 	so	I	waited	
e	 minutes	 be ore	 going	 to	 the	

arrowed	 stag 	 Nothing	 mo ed the 	
were	 too	 bus 	 with	 their	 does so	 I	
wal ed	to	the	stag	which	needed	to	be	
dispatched	e ecti el 	then	I	started	to	
set	him	up	 or	a	photo

As	I	dragged	him	to	a	suitable	spot 	
deer	are	hea 	when	a	dead	weight 	
I	had	a	sense	I	was	being	watched 	 es 	
o er	 on	 the	 neighbour s	 side	 ne t	 to	
the	 boundar 	 ence	 some	 25m	 awa 	
stood	another	bowhunter	in	 ull	camo 	
bow	and	gear

arri ed	 but	 I	 could	 see	 about	 eight	
stags 	with	 does	 and	 a	 ew	 spi ers	 in	
the	general	area 	but	onl 	three	stags	
on	m 	side	o 	the	 ence

The	 bree e	 was	 ind	 so	 I	 stal ed	
under	 some	 allen	 timber	 to	 be	 3 m	
rom	a	reasonable	stag	 ma be	troph 	
class 	harassing	 a	doe 	 it	was	5 55am	
and	 there	wasn t	 enough	 light	 to	 see	
m 	 peep 	 so	 I	 had	 to	 wait 	 The	 stag	
was	 still	 er 	 much	 ocussed	 on	 the	
doe	 so	 at	 6 5am	when	 da light	was	
o a 	 I	 sent	 the	 traditional	 carbon 	
arrow	 with	 a	 135-grain	 two-blade	
wic e 	 broadhead	 on	 its	 wa 	 This	
was	probabl 	 the	earliest	 I	 ha e	e er	
claimed	a	 ill	in	all	m 	25-plus	 ears	o 	
hunting

The	 shot	 loo ed	 li e	 a	 double	
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crawls	 but	 each	time	 could	 not	 get	 a	
shot	 I	 elt	 com ortable	 with 	 It	 was	
good	 to	 see	 two	 small	 stags	 ghting	
but	neither	was	 too	 een	 to	hurt	 the	
other 	

e	did	start	to	see	a	 ew	other	stag	
carcasses	o 	o er	a	wee 	old	in	 arious	
le els	o 	deca 	 oachers	perhaps the	
number	o 	 allow	in	our	areas	certainl 	
seem	to	ha e	been	a ected

A er	a	huge	climbing	e ort	 obbo	
arri ed	at	his	spot	in	good	time	but	he	
was	almost	spent 	He	soon	reco ered	
as	 there	 was	 a	 nice	 chocolate	 stag	
bedded	under	 some	 trees	 some	65m	
out 	 ith	poor	co er 	he	proceeded	to	
crawl	 again 	out	 to	 the	 stag 	Despite	
the	di cult 	o 	ge ng	to	one s	 nees 	
noc ing	 an	 arrow	 and	 coming	 to	 ull	
draw 	 that s	 what	 obbo	 did	 and	 at	
38m	 rom	 a	 neeling	 position 	 he	
made	the	shot 	He	 elt	 it	was	good	in	
so	 much	 as	 the	 stag	 umped 	 threw	
his	 head	 bac 	 se eral	 times	 then	 ran	
a	 ew	metres 	 staggered	 then	wal ed	
on	 about	 6 m	 rom	 where	 he	 had	
been	hit 	The	stag	 oined	another	that	
wal ed	past	heading	slowl 	to	timber

Around	 this	 spot	 are	 some	 er 	
steep	 hea il 	 wooded	 slopes 	 almost	
impossible	 to	 wal 	 through	 and	
un ortunatel 	 the	 mortall 	 wounded	
stag	got	into	this	area

obbo	 ollowed	 him	 or	 some	
1 m	but	 lost	 the	 blood	 trail 	 To	 the	
old	 mate s	 credit 	 he	 spent	 se eral	
hours	retracing	the	stag s	e it	path	and	
ept	searching	the	dense	bush 	At	last 	
bingo 	he	 ound	him 	and	a	 er 	nice	

Happy camper … Robbo with his fallow head.
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little	 to	 no	 bree e	 when	 I	 got	 to	 a	
position	 where	 I	 could	 see	 the	 stags	
but	as	it	was	5 5 am	I	could	not	shoot	
due	 to	 the	 low	 le el	 o 	 light 	 There	
were	 our	or	 e	stags	acti el 	chasing	
does 	I	had	a	nice	stag	pic ed	out 	one	
not	 croa ing	 and	 he	 onl 	 appeared	
to	 be	 an	 obser er 	 perhaps	 he	 was	
e hausted	 rom	 the	 pre ious	 night s	
doe	action

I	had	a	nice	position	behind	some	
small	 logs	 with	 no	 chance	 o 	 being	
silhouetted	 as	 the	 stag	 would	 be	
loo ing	down	on	m 	position 	He	was	
now	at	41m	broadside 	The	time	was	
6 1am 	 and	 there	 was	 ust	 enough	
light	to	get	the	 ob	done earlier	than	
two	da s	pre iousl

The	 hit	 was	 a	 good	 double	

6

specimen	the	stag	was 	It	was	a	tough	
ob	 to	 get	 the	 photos	 and	 the	 head	
o 	 due	 to	 the	 er 	 steep	 terrain but	
obbo	achie ed	it 	and	 or	sure	he	was	

one	happ 	camper
The	area	also	has	some	pigs 	 n	our	

wa 	out 	a	 amil 	group	was	obser ed	
o 	the	trac 	I	tried	a	rushed	shot	with	
a	negati e	outcome 	ma be	ne t	time

Bac 	at	the	hut	with	a	stag	each 	it	
was	time	 to	ha e	a	 ew	 more 	beers	
and	 rums	 plus	 a	 huge	 chic en	 stew 	
Sleep	came	eas 	a er	a	hard	da 	in	the	
hills

The	 ne t	 morning	 I	 had	 serious	
thoughts	o 	sta ing	in	bed	a	bit	longer	
because	I	was	still	 eeling	prett 	tired 	
But	there	was	more	hunting	to	do 	 e	
decided	to	 ollow	our	usual	practice	o 	

swapping	hunting	spots
Now	m 	dear	late	Dad	used	to	sa 	

It s	no	good	ge ng	old	i 	 ou	do	not	
get	smart 	but	sometimes	we	can	be	
too	smart	 or	our	own	good

obbo 	 who	 is	 er 	 amiliar	 with	
his 	spot 	said	I	would	need	to	get	the	
wind	 right and	 that	meant	 going	 all	
the	wa 	to	the	top	o 	the	hill 	It	would	
be	 a	 big	 e ort	 or	me	 i 	 I	 decided	 to	
heed	the	ad ice

No 	not	me 	I	too 	the	easier	wa 	
cu ng	bac 	on	 the	 ru ng	 spot	a er	
I d	 co ered	 about	 	 per	 cent	 o 	 the	
hill 	 I	was	temporaril 	e hausted 	This	
meant	 I	 was	 ta ing	 a	 huge	 chance	
that	 the	 wind	 could	 blow	m 	 hunt
literall be ore	it	was	started

As	 luc 	 would	 ha e	 it 	 there	 was	
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new 	 some	 3m	 past	 where	 the	 stag	
was	hit

The	trip	bac 	to	the	truc 	is	alwa s	
better	 with	 a	 troph 	 strapped	 to	 the	
bac pac 	 e en	 i 	 it	 is	 a	 long	 wal 	
Attaching	the	head/antlers	to	the	pac 	
properl 	helps	with	a	stead 	wal 	out

remo ed	 rom	the	herd	in	this	manner 	
the	 rest	 are	 ner ous	 and	 er 	 easil 	
spoo ed 	 The 	 loo 	 to	 mo e	 onto	 a	
sa er	 spot	 with	 a	 lot	more	 co er	 but	
still	carr 	on	with	the	rut	action	 	this	
was	the	case	here	too

I	 did	 reco er	 m 	 arrow 	 good	 as	

lung	 and	 as	 he	 raced	 down	 the	 hill	
across	m 	path	 I	 could	 see	 the	blood	
pumping	 rom	 the	 hit 	 The	 stag	 ran	
48m 	 leaped	 through	 some	 thic 	
brush	 and	 branches	 2m	 to	 m 	 right	
with	 a	 thunderous	 crash	 then	 there	
was	 nothing	 but	 silence 	 I	 remember	
obbo s	issues	the	da 	be ore	when	he	

almost	lost	his	stag	in	the	steep 	thic 	
brush	and	I	thought 	 Not	me 	too

I	wal ed	to	the	brush	the	stag	had	
charged	through	to	see	a	small	sloped	
clearing	 be ond	 and	 there	 he	 was 	
piled	 up	 read 	 or	 the	 photos	 and	
head	remo al a	good	hit	and	an	eas 	
reco er 	 I	 now	 realise	 he	must	 ha e	
been	dead	when	he	hit	the	brush	and	
branches

ith	the	photos	ta en	and	antlers	
remo ed	 I	 got	 the	 photos	 ta en	 ust	
be ore	m 	camera	batter 	died 	I	then	
decided	 to	 head	 bac 	 to	 the	 ru ng	
area	to	see	what	more	mischie 	I	could	
get	into 	

e	 nd	that	once	a	stag	has	been	

61

Attaching the head to the pac  properly helps ith the al  out.



ARCHERY ACTION

were	hard	 ards	but	come	2 19	we ll	
tr 	it	again

e	 both	 noted	 the	 allow	 stags 	
does	and	spi ers	were	mo ing	 urther	
west	each	 ear perhaps	in	2 19	the 	
will	all	be	on	the	neighbour s	propert

It	was	 great	 to	 see	 obbo	 on	 top	
o 	his	target	panic	and	still	able	to	get	
amongst	the	 eral	game

62

had	 seen	 the	 last	 o 	 the	 true	 rut	 or	
these	wonder ul	 allow	stags

Bac 	at	the	hut 	we	started	to	clean	
up	 our	 deer	 heads	 read 	 or	 the	 trip	
home	the	ne t	da

er	a	 ew	more	beers 	 rums	and	
bourbons	 we	 re isited	 the	 pre ious	
our	da s	and	the	e orts	needed	to	get	
the	 outcomes	 we	 did 	 For	 sure 	 the 	

The	 ollowing	 da 	 we	 were	 up	 at	
4 2 am	 again	 to	 go	 out	 to	 the	 bac 	
paddoc s	 once	 more 	 This	 time	 I	
decided	 to	 tr 	 a	 spot	 on	 the	 eastern	
boundar 	 obbo	went	to	his	spot	again

e	both	co ered	a	lot	o 	ground	 or	
no	 real	opportunit 	 in	 act	we	noted	
the	stags	had	stopped	their	action	and	
croa ing	soon	a er	dawn 	 erhaps	we	

Both	 use	 Mathews	 bows obbo	 an	
almost	 new	Halon	 and	 raham	 a	 brand	 new	
T IA 	The	two	stags	were	 raham s	 rst	 ills	
with	the	gear

The 	 are	 both	 at	 63lb-plus	 draw	 weight 	
obbo	 uses	 135-grain	 Northern	 and	 raham	

uses	135-grain	 wic e 	two-blade	broadheads 	
For	hunting	deer 	range nders 	good	binos 	

ni es	and	bac pac 	are	essential

gear used

Goodbye, fallow country. See you next year.

H u n t i n g  a n d  O u t d o o r s

The writer of this  
story wins a  
pack of three 
BONECRUSHER BROADHEADS 
compliments of
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ROY ROSE
Meanderings

 Shooting competitive barebow

I	ha e	in	the	past	lauded 	both	in	print	and	in	seminars 	
the	s ill	and	e pertise	o 	the	elite	competitors	 in	world	
archer 	barebow	competitions 	Their	accurac 	le els	are	
e ceptional	b 	an 	rec oning	and	the	thought	and	time	
these	shooters	ha e	put	 in	to	achie e	such	outstanding	
scoring	 o en	 goes	 unrewarded	 as	 ar	 as	 co erage	 and	
general	recognition	is	concerned

erhaps	 their	 irtual	 lac 	 o 	 pro le	 stems	 rom	 the	
act	 that	 the	 archer 	 raternit 	 onl 	 gets	 to	 witness	
their	 prowess	 e er 	 couple	 o 	 ears	 at	 the	 orld	 Field	
Championships 	

M 	interest	in	the	barebow	class	goes	wa 	bac 	to	the	
mid-si ties	when	I	 rst	caught	the	archer 	bug 	Scimitar	
Archer 	was	hal 	tourist	attraction	and	hal 	archer 	club 	
The	tourists	shot	during	the	wee 	and	the	club	members	
utilised	both	indoor	and	a	 eld	course	on	the	wee ends 	
It	was	a	barebow	 acilit 	 and	as	 the	club	grew	and	our	
limited	 e pertise	 impro ed 	 a	 ew	 o 	 us	 entured	 into	
local 	 regional	 and	 state	e ents 	 I	 uite	 uic l 	became	

somewhat	pro cient 	although	to	be	honest	the	barebow	
di ision	did	not	attract	a	huge	 ollowing 	 ith	m 	 ing	
resentation	 bow 	 	 arrows	 and	 an	 under-the-shel 	

clic er 	m 	scores	reached	national	le els 	
	course	at	this	point	in	time 	we	shot	under	the	old	

NFAA	 rules	 o er	 28	 targets 	 well	 be ore	 the	 ad ent	 o 	
the	FITA	rounds	here	 in	Australia 	 ith	a	corner-o -the-
mouth	anchor	and	no	real	aiming	s stem 	m 	scores	 as	
I	remember 	were	in	the	mid	3 s 	Imagine	m 	absolute	
astonishment	 when	 the	 NFAA	 maga ine	 rom	 the	 SA	
arri ed	 in	 196 	 to	 re eal	 that	 Fran 	 and 	 a	 Florida	
barebower 	had	won	the	Nationals	with	scores	in	e cess	o 	
5 	including	a	56 	per ect	animal	round 	He	had 	in	 act 	
outshot	 the	 sighted	 recur e	 competitors 	 An	 ambitious	
letter	 I	had	no	precise	address 	to	Fran 	was	rewarded	
with	a	13-page	repl 	re ealing	 or	the	 rst	time	the	art	
o 	string	wal ing	and	multiple	anchors 	the	 orerunner	o 	
toda s	uni ersall 	adopted	s stem 	Fran 	I	should	add 	
went	on	to	become	a	great	pro essional	archer 	winning	
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national	championships	and	the	ma or	indoor	titles 	then	
switched	 in	 his	 later	 ears	 to	 compound 	 once	 again	
anne ing	national	and	regional	honours 	He	was	a	worth 	
inductee	into	the	American	Hall	o 	Fame	and	one	o 	their	
nest	all-round	competitors 	Toda 	at	8 	 ears	 oung 	he	

is	still	a	 orce	to	be	rec oned	with	on	a	 eld	course
nder	toda s	 orld	Archer 	rules 	with	no	stabilisers	

or	clic er 	the	art	o 	string	wal ing 	married	to	immaculate	
orm	 and	 e ecution 	 ields	 scoring	 b 	 the	 elite	 which	
man 	a	club	compounder	would	en

So	 what	 is	 the	 thin ing	 behind	 the	 three	 ngers-
under-	the-noc 	wal ing	o 	the	string 	B 	retreating	the	
three- nger	hold	down	the	string	awa 	 rom	the	noc ed	
sha 	 the	 arrow	 is	 being	 despatched	 rom	 a	 graduall 	
increasing	 downhill	 angle	 which	 in	 e ect	 allows	 the	
archer	to	emplo 	a	point-o -the-arrow	aim	on	the	spot 	
o er	 a	 range	 o 	 distances 	 B 	 utilising	 di erent	 anchor	
placements 	the	shooter	can	pro ide	himsel 	or	hersel 	
with	 de niti e	 point-o -arrow	 aiming	 at	 all	 the	 orld	
Archer 	distances	out	to	the	ma imum	55m 	Clearl 	this	
method	necessitates	considerable	planning	to	be	 iable 	
The	bow	needs	to	be	long	limbed	to	counter	the	assault	
upon	 the	 tiller	 that	 the	 string	 wal 	 imposes 	 uall 	
ob ious	 is	 that	 act	that	the	wal 	o 	the	string	can	onl 	
increase	a	certain	distance	be ore	the	bow	will	simpl 	not	
unction	well	 enough	 to	 acilitate	 a	 health 	 result 	 and	
another	anchor	is	needed	to	repeat	the	process 	

The	barebower s	initial	concern	is	to	 nd	an	optimum	
harmon 	 between	 draw	 weight	 and	 arrow	 length	 and	
point	 weight 	 which	 allows	 point-o -arrow	 aim	 on	 the	
target 	

The	 ne t	 ma or	 impediment	 or	 the	 prospecti e	
barebower	 is	 ha ing	 the	 composure	 to	 unction	 under	
pressure	 without	 the	 aid	 o 	 a	 clic er 	 Considering	 all	
top	 le el	 recur ers	 shoot	 with	 a	 clic er 	 attempting	 to	
compete	without	a	clic er	to	trigger	the	shot	and	pro ide	
a	duplicati e	draw	length	is	 or	man 	a	real	mental	hurdle 	
A	touch-and-go	shot	process	is	 ust	not	de niti e	enough	

to	 produce	 ualit 	 aiming 	 and	 barebowers	 without	 a	
clic er	 can	certainl 	 run	 into	anticipation	hassles	under	
tournament	stresses

Howe er 	 the	 leading	 international	 barebow	
e ponents	are	an	ingenious	 raternit 	and	man 	impro ise	
a	 irtual	clic er	situation	to	guarantee	a	solid	hold 	aim	
and	 subse uent	 shot	 e ecution 	 A	 popular	 method	 is	
to	 use	 the	 actual	 arrow	 ane 	 The	 archer	 anchors	 on	
the	 ace	 and	 b 	 accurate	 placement	 millimetres	 rom	
complete	 ull	 draw	 e pansion 	 the	 nal	 closure	 o 	 the	
scapula	 causes	 the	 ane	 to	 actuall 	 touch	 the	 nose	 or	
ace 	in	e ect	pro iding	a	clic er	situation	to	trigger	the	
e ecution 	 i e	all	other	 orm	and	aiming	challenges	the	
barebower	 aces 	 this	 is	 ust	 another	 s ill	 which	 ta es	
man 	hours	o 	 ocussed	practice

There	 are	 other	methods	which	 can	 also	mimic	 the	
action	o 	a	clic er 	Manipulation	o 	the	bow	grip	can	also	
create	a	trigger	at	anchor	once	the	aim	is	established 	The	
archer s	 term	 or	 this	 is	 a	 ph sio	 trigger 	and	barebow	
elite	 ha e	 a	 number	 o 	 options	which	 can	 gi e	 them	 a	
trigger	 in	 the	 same	wa 	 a	 clic er	wor s	 on	 an	 l mpic	
recur e

It	 is	 patentl 	 clear	 that	 to	 achie e	 at	 the	 highest	
le el	o 	barebow	competition 	an	enormous	amount	o 	
planning 	 bow	 preparation	 and	 dedicated	 practice	 are	
re uired	 to	 per ect	 all	 the	 s ills	 needed	 to	 o ercome	
the	challenges	which	 the	 rules	 impose 	Negotiating	 the	
demands	o 	the	 eld	course	regarding	stance 	uphill	and	
downhill	shots 	determining	cut	and	distance	estimation	
are	magni ed	 or	a	barebower	utilising	multiple	anchors	
and	 pre-determined	 string	 wal s 	 while	 coping	 with	 a	
bow	denied	the	usual	aids	a ailable	to	sighted	recur ers

So	an 	chance	 ou	ma 	ha e	to	witness	these	superb	
archers	 in	action most	probabl 	when	the	 orld	Field		
Championships	roll	around	in	September ma e	the	time	
to	watch 	en o 	and	mar el	at	the	e pertise	o 	arguabl 	
the	world s	 nest	e ponents	o 	the	art	o 	shooting	a	bow 	
The 	trul 	deser e	our	admiration	and	accolades

65
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Thin ing	 about	 the	 number	 o 	 people	 o 	 all	 ages	 who	 ha e	
oined	m 	archer 	club	o er	the	past	 ear 	I	am	seeing	a	de nite	bias	
towards	traditional	archer 	Man 	new	members 	when	progressing	
rom	 using	 the	 club s	 e uipment	 to	 bu ing	 their	 own	 bows 	 are	
choosing	recur es 	There s	a	huge	choice	o 	bows	to	choose	 rom	in	
the	entr 	le el	part	o 	the	mar et	at	around	 3 	or	less 	but	one	
in	particular	stands	out	as	it	 ul ls	all	the	re uirements	o 	a	no ice	
archer	and	much	more

Ape 	 Hunting	 in	 Brisbane	 sells	 a	 recur e	 bow	 the 	 call	 the	
Sa iour	 and	 a er	 shooting	 the	 45lb	 and	 5 lb	 ersions 	 I e	 been	
impressed	with	the	smooth	draw	and	speed 	I	achie ed	a	consistent	
result	and	 ound	the	Sa iour	a	 o 	to	shoot 	The	build	 ualit 	o 	the	
Sa iour	regardless	o 	its	reasonable	price	is	 er 	good	and	the	bow	
is	incredibl 	light	in	the	hand

The	riser	is	constructed	o 	ma ore 	 ebra 	and	gmelina	arborea	
hardwoods	and	 is	6 in	 in	 length 	The	 limbs	are	 laminated	maple	
wood	and	high	tensile	clear	 breglass 	gi ing	the	bow	a	 e ible	and	
com ortable	draw 	A	short	brace	height 	high	strength	and	e cellent	
arrow	speed	all	ma e	it	a	 er 	pleasant	bow	to	shoot

The	 Sa iour	 comes	with	 a	 standard	 issue	 horse-hair	 adhesi e	
arrow	rest 	and	BC 	Dacron	string

For	 more	 in ormation	 on	 the	 Sa iour	 recur e	 bow 	 isit	 the	
website	at	ape hunting com au

roducts

SAVIOUR RECURVE BOW

P
by Graham Foley

 My big goat
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MITCHELL BREWER

On	 anuar 	 1 	 this	 ear	 I 	
Mitchell	 Brewer 	 put	 an	 old	
goat	 to	 rest	with	 tears	o 	 o 	

as	I	got	to	see	him	ta e	his	 nal	breath
I	also	 elt	relie 	as	it	was	the	last	da 	

o 	 the	 hunt 	 A	 ew	 da s	 be ore	 I	 had	
shot	 a	big	boar	but	hadn t	been	able	
to	retrie e	him	as	he	had	run	into	thic 	
scrub	mi ed	with	mulga	and	bo 	trees 	
which	had	le 	me	 er 	disappointed 	

Two	da s	 later	a	big	mob	o 	goats	
stumbled	in	 ront	o 	us	when	we	were	
si ng	at	a	dam	waiting	 or	something	
to	 get	 a	 drin 	 At	 the	 head	 o 	 the	
mob	 was	 a	 decent-si ed	 bill 	 and	 as	

he	crossed	m 	path	at	1 m	I	slung	an	
arrow	 into	him	but	 I	 inched 	ma ing	
the	 arrow	go	high	 and	 in	 ront	 o 	 his	
shoulder 	 hilst	 complaining	 about	
the	shot 	he	ran	o 	with	the	mob 	not	
lea ing	an 	blood	to	trac 	

As	 time	 went	 b 	 I	 was	 pu ng	
m sel 	down	about	that	one	shot 	But	
li e	 Dad	 alwa s	 sa s 	 ou ll	 get	 em	
ne t	time 	So	I	too 	his	word	 or	it	and	
the	ne t	da 	we	sat	at	the	same	dam	
and	in	less	then	1 	minutes	we	saw	a	
mob	o 	billies	wal 	in	so	I	stal ed	in	on	
them	 	 but	 the 	 must	 ha e	 smelled	
me	as	the 	too 	o 	be ore	I	could	e en	

draw	m 	bow	bac 	 or	a	shot 	
Shortl 	 a er	 that	 we	 could	 hear	

some	 goats	 behind	 us	 so	 we	 sta ed	
low	 and	 uiet 	 As	 the 	 wal ed	 into	
the	dam	there	were	at	 least	5 	goats	
standing	less	then	5m	in	 ront	o 	us	but	
nowing	me 	 I	wasn t	si ng	correctl 	
to	draw	m 	bow 	I	started	 eeling	sic 	
and	 because	 o 	 m 	 huge	 adrenaline	
rush 	 I	 started	 sha ing 	 That	 caused	
them	 to	 run	 to	 the	 other	 side	 o 	 the	
dam 	 Ne t	 to	 that	 mob	 was	 a	 nice	
ram	 so	 dad	 decided	 to	 ha e	 a	 go	 at	
him	but	he	mis udged	the	distance	so	
his	arrow	went	 ing 	A er	retrie ing	

MITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWERMITCHELL BREWER

 My big goat
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Mitchell with his amazing goat.

Dad s	arrow 	we	came	bac 	to	the	dam	
and	guess	who	was	there 	 It	was	the	
bill 	o 	m 	dreams	so	both	Dad	and	 I	
stal ed	him

i e	 all	 billies 	 he	 didn t	 muc 	
around 	 He	 got	 a	 drin 	 and	 got	 out	
o 	there	 	not	because	o 	us	but	 ust	
doing	 what	 his	 instincts	 told	 him 	 As	
he	ran	o 	I	carried	on	li e	a	por 	chop	
sa ing 	 There	 goes	 another	 one 	
while	Dad	 ept	an	e e	on	the	goat	as	

he	ran	 into	a	 eld	o 	bo 	trees 	 ood	
old	Dad	 or	not	gi ing	up	as	easil 	as	I	
did 	He	said	to	me 	 e ll	get	this	goat	
e en	 i 	 I	 shoot	 it	m sel 	 e	 caught	
up	 to	 the	 old	 bill 	 He	was	 a	 bit	 less	
than	1 m	awa 	and	 eeding	on	some	
small	mulga	bushes 	As	he	wal ed	out	
rom	behind	a	tree	Dad	drew	on	him
which	le 	me	a	bit	cross	as	I	wanted	to	
shoot	a	goat 	but	then	the	bill 	wal ed	
bac 	 behind	 the	 bush	 and	 started	

wal ing	out	m 	wa 	so	Dad	and	I	drew	
an	 arrow	 but	 I	 thought	 to	 m sel 	
Dad s	been	waiting	his	whole	 li e	 or	
this 	I ll	let	him	shoot	it 	so	I	waited	 or	
him	to	shoot	and	I	decided	to	 ust	 let	
down 	But	as	this	goat	started	wal ing	
to	where	no	one	could	ha e	shot	him	
I	 wondered	 what	 was	 ta ing	 Dad	 so	
long 	 So	 I	 ust	 red	 m 	 arrow	 and	 I	
nailed	him	with	a	double	lung	shot	and	
as	 I	 loo ed	 o er	 at	 Dad	 he	 said	 he d	
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get	up	and	go	into	a	slow	 og	then	into	
a	wal 	 	then	onto	his	 nees	and	then	
into	a	sleep	he ll	ne er	wa e	 rom 	

A er	ge ng	a	 ew	photos	with	this	
ne	 41in	 troph 	 and	 ge ng	 his	 rac 	

we	started	wal ing	bac 	to	the	car	and	
as	we	were	wal ing	we	 ound	 a	 er 	
clear	blood	trail	on	the	dirt	road 	

been	waiting	 or	me	to	shoot	it
A er	tr ing	to	trac 	the	goat 	I	 elt	

the	same	disappointment	I d	 elt	when	
I d	shot	 the	other	goat	and	pig	 	but	
a er	 ust	 randoml 	 wal ing	 around	
Dad	 spotted	 him	 resting	 in	 ront	 o 	
a	 allen	 tree	 in	 the	 shade 	 So	 I	 put	
another	arrow	 in	him 	causing	him	to	

69	

The 	sa 	li e	begins	at	4 	and	i 	that s	true	then	the	Mount	Isa	and	District	Bowhunters	are	about	to	reall 	hit	their	
straps 	The	club	celebrates	 our	decades	o 	e istence	this	 ear	and	is	calling	all	past	members along	with	an 	ABA	
members	who	will	be	in	the	region	at	the	time	and	who	lo e	a	good	shindig to	come	and	help	them	celebrate	this	
auspicious	occasion 	And	what	better	wa 	than	doing	what	we	all	do	best	 	shooting	at	targets	with	bows	and	arrows 	

It s	happening	on	 ueensland s	 nal	public	holida 	wee end	o 	the	 ear 	The	in itation	shoot	doesn t	start	o ciall 	
until	Saturda 	September	29	but	those	who	come	earl 	can	ha e	complimentar 	dinner	on	Frida 	night

Brea ast	is	 rom	6 3 	Saturda 	Sunda 	and		Monda 	and	there	are	three-arrow	and	one-arrow	rounds	both	da s	o 	
the	wee end	as	well	as	 un	rounds 	 ni e	and	a e 	 n	the	Monda 	an	IFAA	round	will	be	held	in	the	morning 	 ollowed	
b 	lunch	and	presentations 	 ou re	in ited 	so	let	the	club	 now	b 	September	1 	i 	 ou	can	ma e	it

Mount Isa birthday bash will feature bows, arrows and plenty of fun

Mitchell with his amazing goat.

I	 would	 li e	 to	 than 	 m 	 Dad	 or	
gi ing	 me	 this	 opportunit 	 Nic 	 and	
Sam	 or	 eeping	m 	 head	 up	when	 I	
was	disappointed 	 ob	 or	boiling	and	
creating	 an	 awesome	 shield	 or	 this	
ne	 troph 	 and	 the	 land	 owner	 or	

le ng	 us	 come	out	 or	 the	 hunt	 and	
ta e	home	some	wonder ul	memories
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Beginners 	tips

by STEVE CLIFTON

Out of the box to shooting on the world stage 
 

ver the many years I have been shoo ng, I have seen tons o  people oin our sport and 
spend months shoo ng ithout any proper guidance or instruc on on ho  to shoot their 
ne  bo  and arro s. or ne  shooters, I al ays recommend spending a e  hours ith a 
good coach to get some o  the undamental aspects o  your orm designed be ore you start 
orming habits, some o  hich might be detrimental to your scores and body  later do n 

the trac . o ever, some mes it is di cult to find a coach in your area, and some clubs 
ust don’t have anyone ith enough ree me to help out, so ne  shooters turn to e ternal 

resources such as maga ines and outube  to get their in orma on. hen I first started out 
shoo ng, I managed to strain my bac  rom very poor orm, hich s ll causes me troubles 
these days, so in this month’s ar cle I ill cover a couple o  the most basic orm attributes 
that you should or  on per ec ng early in your shoo ng career so that both your body and 
your scores ill than  you later on

The	 rst 	 and	 initiall 	 the	 most	
important	thing	 ou	should	wor 	on 	is	
ge ng	 our	bod 	alignments	correct 	
The	most	important	thing	to	start	with	
is	 our	draw	length 	Thin 	o 	 our	draw	
length	in	a	similar	wa 	to	how	gol ers	
would	thin 	about	their	club	length 	i 	
the	club	was	too	short 	the 	would	ha e	
to	hunch	o er	 ust	to	get	the	head	to	
touch	the	grass 	and	i 	it	was	too	long 	

the 	would	stand	much	 urther	bac /
hold	 the	 club	uncom ortabl 	 in	 order	
to	 be	 able	 to	 hit	 the	 gol 	 ball 	 This	 is	
e actl 	the	same	 or	archer 	 e	must		
get	our	draw	length	as	close	to	ideal	as	
possibl 	 earl 	 on	 so	 that	we	are	able	
to	build	the	rest	o 	our	 orm	around	it 	
A	 er 	common	wa 	to	calculate	 our	
draw	length	 usuall 	accurate	to	within	
-	 5in 	 is	 b 	 ta ing	 our	wingspan	

measurement	 and	 di iding	 b 	 two 	
For	me 	 I	 ha e	 a	 58in	wingspan 	 and	
m 	 com ortable	 draw	 length	 on	 a	
short	a le-a le	bow 	is	29 25in 	so	this	
method	is	 er 	accurate	 or	calculating	
m 	 ideal	draw	 length 	Howe er	when	
being	 tted	 or	a	bow 	ma e	sure	 the	
dealer	chec s	 our	draw	length	 or	 ou	
usuall 	with	a	low	poundage	test	bow 	
and	remember	to	ta e	note	o 	this	so	
ou	can	 eep	trac 	o 	an 	changes	 ou	
might	ma e	later	with	the	bow

Be ore	bu ing	a	bow 	and	especiall 	
or	 growing	 teens 	 chec 	 to	 see	 ou	
ha e	 some	 room	 to	 ad ust	 the	 draw	
length	 as	 o er	 the	 rst	 ew	 wee s	
or	 ears	as	 ou	grow 	 ou	will	need	
to	 twea 	 our	 draw	 length	 and	 the	
last	 thing	 ou	will	 want	 to	 do	 is	 bu 	
a	new	 set	 o 	 limbs 	 cams	and	 strings	
ust	to	get	a	 little	more	 length	out	o 	
the	 bow 	 I	 alwa s	 recommend	 the	
cam-and-a-hal 	 s stems	 on	 the	Ho t	
bows 	 or	new	shooters	as	 the 	ha e	
a	 large	amount	o 	ad ustment 	which	
is	particularl 	important	 or	some	 ids	
who	 can	 gain	 an	 e tra	 1in	 or	 2in	 in	
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stabilit 	The	 e 	 to	 this	 is	 eeping	all	
o 	 these	 items	 in	 line	 and	 o er	 our	
eet 	 and	 on	 a	 photo 	 ou	 should	 be	
able	 to	 draw	 a	 line	 rom	 the	 top	 o 	

how	 our	stance	is 	 ou	need	to	ensure	
ou	are	standing	up	straight 	with	 our	
hips 	 upper	 bod 	 and	 shoulders	 in	
positions	that	can	help	ma imise	shot	

draw	in	the	space	o 	12	months
The	ne t	 e 	 ocus	point	is	ge ng	

our	 stance	 correct 	 as	 the	 wa 	 ou	
stand	 and	 ace	 the	 target	 strongl 	
in uences	 the	 wa 	 the	 rest	 o 	 our	
bod 	 holds	 a	 pose	 during	 the	 shot 	
As	with	most	 things	 in	 archer 	 there	
are	 di ering	 opinions	 about	 what	 is	
the	 best 	method 	howe er	the	most	
common	stance	taught	to	beginners	is	
to	ha e	one	 oot	either	side	o 	the	line 	
about	 shoulder	width	 apart	 and	with	
our	 ront	 oot s	 toes	 appro imatel 	
2in	or	3in	behind	s uare	 rom	the	 ront	
o 	 our	 bac 	 oot 	 hat	 this	 causes	
our	 bod 	 to	 do	 is	 slightl 	 ace	 our	
chest	 towards	 the	 target 	 which	 will	
allow	 ou	 to	 get	 our	 ront	 and	 rear	
arms	 in	 com ortable	 and	 consistent	
positions 	 nce	 ou	 are	 happ 	 with	

1

Out of the box to shooting on the world stage 
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our	 head	 to	 between	 our	 eet	 and	
run	 directl 	 through	 the	 middle	 o 	
our	 bod 	 Ideall 	 ou	 would	 want	
to	 distribute	 our	 weight	 reasonabl 	
e enl 	across	 our	 eet 	 i 	an thing	a	
little	more	on	 our	bac 	 oot	as	I	ha e	
ound	 it	 adds	 a	 bit	 more	 stabilit 	 to	
m 	 shot	 this	 wa 	 ou	will	 see	man 	
compound	 shooters	 with	 ar ing	
le els	o 	a	leaning-bac 	stance	 m sel 	
included 	howe er	I	was	ne er	taught	
to	stand	up	straight	and	now	m 	lower	
bac 	 pa s	 or	 it 	 De nitel 	 ocus	 on	
eeping	 our	 eet	 and	 bod 	 in	 good	
alignment as	I e	mentioned 	it s	the	
absolute	 oundation	o 	 our	shot	and	
helps	 ou	aim	better 	score	better	and	
eel	better

The	ne t	thing	to	 eep	 ocus	on	is	
our	 shoulders	 and	 elbow	 positions 	
As	 with	 the	 rest	 o 	 our	 orm 	 it s	
alwa s	better	 to	get	 this	 sorted	earl 	
in	 our	shooting	career	 than	 later 	as	
I	ha e	wor ed	with	shooters	tr ing	to	
get	 their	 ront	 shoulder	 down	 a er	
ears	o 	ha ing	it	high 	and	it	ta es	a	lot	
o 	hard	wor 	to	ma e	gains	with	this 	
New	shooters	can	get	it	right	 rom	the	
start	 airl 	easil 	A	reall 	good	starting	
point	 or	 our	 ront	 shoulder	 at	 ull	
draw	 is	 to	 ha e	 it	 lower	 than	 our	
arrow 	with	at	least	some	gap	between	
the	 top	 o 	 our	 shoulder	 and	 the	
bottom	 o 	 our	 arrow 	 This	 position	
helps	loc 	the	shoulder	into	place	and	
eeps	 ou	as	stable	as	possible	during	
the	entire	shot	process 	 ne	 e 	wa 	
to	ma e	sure	that	 our	shoulder	is	able	

to	get	into	this	position	 at	 ull	draw 	is	
to	tr 	to	 ocus	on	 eeping	the	shoulder	
low	be ore	 ou	begin 	and	then	as	 ou	
draw	 our	 bow	 up 	 B 	 starting	 with	
our	shoulder	low	be ore	reaching	 ull	
draw 	 ou ll	 be	 able	 to	 eep	 it	 lower	
than	tr ing	to	ad ust	 it	when	 ou	are	
at	 ull	draw 	

The	 ne t	 e 	 part	 o 	 our	 upper	
bod 	 orm	is	the	position	o 	 our	bac 	
arm 	 and	 the	 rst	 thing	 I ll	 mention	
is	 how	 our	 wrist	 sits 	 Depending	
on	 what	 release	 aid	 ou	 shoot	 will	
alter	 slightl 	 how	 our	 position	 it 	
howe er	most	 people	 shoot	 a	 hand-
held	release	so	 I ll	address	that	here 	
hether	 ou	 are	 using	 a	 hand-held	

thumb	trigger	or	bac 	tension	 hinge 	
release	 aid 	 a	 reall 	 good	 starting	
point	 or	 our	 hand	 is	 to	 ha e	 this	
at	 a	 45-degree	 angle	 to	 our	 ace 	
with	 our	 inde 	 and	 middle	 ngers 	
nuc les	 tightl 	 pressed	 up	 against	
the	 bac 	 side	 o 	 our	 aw 	 hile	 it	
might	 eel	 unnatural	 at	 rst 	 tr 	 to	
rela 	 our	 hand	 as	much	 as	 possible	
while	 still	holding	onto	 the	 release 	
so	 as	 to	 remo e	 an 	 tension	 on	 the	
release	aid 	as	this	is	a	primar 	cause	
o 	 tor ue	 and	 can	 directl 	 in uence	
where	 the	arrow	 lands 	B 	anchoring	
li e	 this	on	 our	 aw 	 ou	are	able	 to	
ha e	a	clean	 ollow-through	when	the	
shot	brea s	 	which	as	 ou	will	learn	
is	 uite	 important	 or	 a	 consistent	
shot	routine 	

The	ne t	items	o 	importance	is	to	
ensure	 that	 our	 wrist	 is	 as	 straight	

as	 ou	 can	 eep	 it 	 orming	 a	 nice	
straight	 line	 rom	 our	 inde 	 nger s	
nuc le	 through	 the	wrist 	and	up	 to	
our	bac 	elbow 	 eeping	this	area	o 	
our	upper	bod 	straight	 reall 	helps	
ou	 eep	 a	 nice	 solid	 pull	 into	 the	
shot 	allowing	 ou	to	continue	to	pull	
through	 and	 straight	 bac 	 a er	 the	
shot	has	bro en 	Ha ing	a	limp	or	bent	
wrist	can	ma e	it	reall 	di cult	to	pull	
into	the	wall	consistentl 	so	I	strongl 	
suggest	wor ing	on	this	 to	 eep	 our	
shots	solid

astl 	 a	 good	 position	 to	 aim	 to	
ha e	 our	 shoulder	 at	 is	 about	 the	
same	height	as	 our	nose 	This	creates	
an	 upwards	 angle	 rom	 our	 ngers	
to	 our	 wrist	 and	 up	 to	 our	 elbow 	
Ha ing	 our	 elbow	 raised	 li e	 this	
helps	 enable	 ou	 to	 be	 able	 to	 pull	
our	arm	around	as	 ou	e ecute	 our	
shot 	 allowing	 ou	 to	 eep	 a	 strong	
push-pull	 shot	 c cle	 and	 helps	 build	
consistenc 	in	 our	routine

Hope ull 	 this	 can	 help	 new	
shooters	get	 started	with	 some	good	
undamental	 orm	 techni ues 	which	
as	I	ha e	mentioned 	will	not	onl 	get	
our	better	scores 	but	will	help	 eep	
our	bod 	in	better	shape	 or	longer 	

eeping	trac 	o 	 our	 orm	changes	
is	 essential	 in	 building	 our	 shooting	
career 	 so	 I	 strongl 	 suggest	 ta ing	
photos	o 	be ore/a er	 orm	changes	so	
that	wa 	 ou	can	see	how	things	were	
and	 are 	 and	 re-e aluate	 them	 rom	
time	 to	 time	 to	 see	whether	 ou	 are	
shooting	how	 ou	thin 	 ou	should	be 	

2
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In the zoneOutsidevl
by Nils Spruitt

vv
The bunny ethic

It	wasn t	 the	actual	shooting	o 	rabbits 	nor	was	 it	 the	
hunting	o 	them 	that	 rst	concei ed	the	o erall	appeal	 or	
the	 game	 animal	 which	 would	 later	 grow	 into	 somewhat	
o 	 a	 passion 	 hat	 attracted	 me 	 e en	 as	 a	 small	 bo 	
was	the	 er 	thought	and	the	ethic	o 	rabbit	hunting 	The	
introduction	to	this	ethic	was	presented	to	me	b 	the	 rst	
real	rabbit	hunter	I	e er	 new

His	 name	 is	 not	 important 	Nor	 is	 the	 act	 that	 he	was	
nown	around	town	as	a	bit	o 	an	idler	who	li ed	on	his	wi e s	
income	and	a	man	who	on	occasions	dran 	a	little	more	than	
was	 sociall 	 deemed	 acceptable 	 In	 those	 da s 	 both	were	
iewed	in	a	dim	light	b 	the	ma orit 	o 	wor ing-class	people

hat	is	important	here	is	the	 act	he	was	polished	in	his	
st le 	I	can	still	clearl 	remember	the	times	I	used	to	see	him	

dri e	past	our	house	on	his	wa 	to	the	dair 	run	 ust	down	
the	 road 	 His	 dust 	 old	 anguard	 with	 tarnished	 chrome	
and	bro en	mud	 aps 	alwa s	made	a	peculiar	sound	as	it	
crossed	 the	 corrugated	 cattle	 grid 	 It	was	 a	 sound	 li e	 no	
other	I	had	heard	 	sort	o 	 li e	sha ing	a	paint	can	which	
had	been	 uarter	 lled	with	stones	is	the	best	wa 	I	could	
describe	the	noise 	Still 	the	old	car	ne er	missed	a	beat 		

n	most	occasions 	his	 ac 	 ussell	dog	could	be	seen	
si ng	patientl 	on	the	 ront	seat	alongside	the	dri er 	 oo s 	
howe er 	can	be	decei ing	as	we	all	 now 	I	thin 	that	the	
old	adage 	ne er	 udge	a	boo 	b 	its	co er 	must	ha e	been	
concei ed	 or	this	man 	 nli e	the	car 	he	was	immaculate	
in	 his	 dress 	 In	 a	wa 	 he	 reminded	me	 o 	 the	 traditional	
nglish	 gentleman	 out	 or	 a	 da 	 on	 uail	 or	 pheasant 		
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oollen	trousers	were	his	norm	and	despite	their	age 	the 	
were	alwa s	clean	and	pressed 	 In	 the	cooler	mornings 	a	
tweed	coat	with	matching	 at	cap	was	worn	o er	a	pressed	
long-slee ed	shirt	and	his	shoes	were	alwa s	polished 	The	
onl 	thing	missing	was	a	tie 	

He	was	not	a	bowhunter 	I	 new	that	and	to	be	honest 	
neither	was	I	at	the	time 	Instead 	he	carried	a	side-b -side	
12g	shotgun	which	loo ed	well	cared	 or	but	did	show	signs	
o 	age	and	usage 	I	ha e	no	idea	o 	the	ma e	or	model 	nor	
can	 I	 remember	what	 cartridges	 he	 used onl 	 that	 the 	
were	made	o 	paper	and	were	not	the	more	modern	plastic	
t pe	we	see	toda 	I	ne er	e er	 red	that	gun	but	I	did	watch	
him	use	it	on	man 	an	occasion

abbits	were	 er 	common	along	the	boundar 	 ence	o 	
the	dair 	 run	 and	 there	was	 ample	brac en	 and	blac berr 	
in	 those	da s	 to	 shelter	 them 	 I	 can t	 reall 	 remember	how	
long	it	was	be ore	we	struc 	up	a	 riendship 	 hat	I	used	to	
do	was	discreetl 	 ollow	him	at	 rst 	 er 	time	 I	heard	the	
old	car	dri e	past	our	 ront	gate	I	would	 ump	the	 ence	and	
ust	tag	along	at	a	sa e	distance 	Call	it	childhood	curiosit 	but 	
in	truth	I	was	simpl 	in	awe	o 	an one	who	owned	a	shotgun	
and	actuall 	used	it	 or	hunting	game 	The	onl 	shotguns	I	had	
e er	seen	were	a	couple	o 	old	dust 	singles	hanging	on	walls 	
emember	this	was	wa 	be ore	licensing	was	e en	thought	o

ith	 haste 	 I	 would	ma e	m 	wa 	 to	 a	 antage	 point	

situated	atop	a	 low	 rise	where	 I	 could	watch	him	and	his	
dog	 at	 wor 	 The	 little	 ac 	 was	 trained	 to	 ollow	 hand	
instructions	and	an	occasional	whistle 	 hen	all	was	read 	
a	simple	wa e	was	all	the	dog	needed	to	start	nosing	about	
in	the	brac en 	The	terrier	was	not	a	chaser	nor	did	it	e er	
wor 	more	than	about	3 m	in	 ront	o 	the	man 	Its	 ob	was	
simple	and	it	 new	e actl 	what	was	re uired	o 	it 	 hen	a	
rabbit	was	 ushed 	the	dog	stopped	dead	in	its	trac s	until	
the	roar	o 	the	shotgun	soa ed	awa 	into	the	surrounding	
grasslands 	Then	and	onl 	then	would	it	run	up	and	reco er	
the	carcass	o 	the	rabbit	and	return	it	to	the	man 		

This	 same	 procedure	was	 repeated	 until	 the	man	 had	
three	 rabbits	on	his	belt 	 I	ne er	 saw	him	e er	 ta e	more	
than	three	and	I	ne er	saw	the	dog	show	an 	 urther	interest	
in	the	hunt	once	the	tall 	reached	three 	Most	times 	their	
hunt	ne er	lasted	much	longer	than	3 	or	4 	minutes	and	
rarel 	did	the 	 enture	more	than	1 m	be ond	the	par ed	
anguard 	I	thought	this	rather	odd 	especiall 	when	I	could	

o en	see	plent 	more	rabbits	 eeding	and	 umping	bac 	and	
orth	in	the	brac en	a	little	 urther	down	the	 enceline

This	 went	 on	 or	 about	 our	 or	 e	 wee s	 until	 one	
wee end	 both	 dog	 and	 man	 were	 waiting	 or	 me	 at	 m 	
antage	point 	I	was	onl 	 oung 	about	eight	 rom	memor 	
and	stranger	danger	was	not	something	tal ed	about not	
li e	it	is	now 	at	least 	He	struc 	up	a	con ersation	with	me 	
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on	 that	da 	The	 rabbits	were	either	 too	 ar	or	 running	 at	
out 	The	man	shot	two	and	I	donated	mine	to	Bobbin	so	that	
made	up	 the	 three 	 I	hunted	with	 the	duo	and	 the	 41 	on	
a	number	o 	occasions	and	each	time	I	learned	when	it	was	
right	to	shoot	and	when	it	wasn t 	The	lessons	he	taught	me	
ha e	sta ed	with	me	m 	whole	li e 	 ou	might	as 	what	this	
has	to	do	with	bowhunting	and	I	would	answer 	a	hec 	o 	a	lot 		

A	competent	hunter 	be	 it	using	a	 rearm	or	a	bow 	 is	
not	a	man/woman	who	 lets	 loose	at	e er thing	 the 	 see 	
ou	ha e	to	be	patient	and	shoot	onl 	when	the	moment	is	
right 	To	this	da 	I	ne er	ta e	an 	more	than	I	need	although	
as	a	 traditionalist 	bagging	more	than	 I	need	 is	seldom	an	
issue 	 lus 	e er 	hunter	must	 now	their	 limits 	 I	will	not	
draw	on	 an 	 game	 animal	 unless	 it	 is	 under	 25m 	At	 this	
distance 	I	am	competent	with	bigger	game	and	not	too	bad	
on	small 	I	do	tr 	m 	hand	with	running	rabbits	a a	shotgun	
st le	but 	mostl 	I	shoot	behind	them	and	 es	I	still	do	use	a	
dog	on	occasion 		

I	pride	m sel 	on	m 	hunting	ethics 		The	lessons	I	learned	
all	 those	 ears	 ago 	 taught	 to	me	b 	a	 complete	 stranger 	
will	ne er	lea e	me 	I	do	draw	the	line	at	pressed	woollen	
trousers 	tweed	 ac et 	shirt	and	polished	shoes 	Bush	shirt 	
camos	and	cargo	pants	and	a	well	worn	pair	o 	boots	are	
more	m 	st le 	I	do	howe er 	own	a	 at	cap 	Some	things	are	
ust	not	meant	to	change 	 ntil	ne t	time
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introduced	both	himsel 	and	the	dog	and	as ed	 i 	 I	would	
li e	to	accompan 	them	both	rather	than	simpl 	watching	
rom	a	distance 	I	agreed	straight	awa

That	morning	the	hunt	too 	a	little	longer	than	normal 	I	
guess	m 	constant	prattling	must	ha e	made	concentrating	
or	both	man	and	dog	 ust	a	little	harder	than	usual	but	in	
the	end	three	rabbits	succumbed	to	the	duo 	I	as ed	wh 	he	
ust	shot	three	to	which	he	replied	three	was	all	he	re uired 	
Two	 or	supper	 or	his	wi e	and	him	and	one	 or	Bobbin	 the	
ac 	 ussell 	as	a	reward 	He	went	on	to	sa 	it	was	waste ul	
to	ta e	more	than	he	needed	and	disrespec ul	to	the	rabbit	
itsel 	 I	guess	he	could	see	I	was	a	bit	pu led	b 	that	and	
as	we	strolled	bac 	to	his	car	he	e plained	that	hunting	an	
animal	is	also	about	ta ing	the	li e	o 	that	animal 	I 	the	need	
is	 usti ed	 then	 that	 is	o a 	but	 i 	 it	 is	based	purel 	upon	
want	or	desire	then	that	is	not	o a

I	 thought	about	 that	 long	and	hard	until	 the	 ollowing	
wee end 	This	time	I	met	them	where	the 	alwa s	started	
o 	on	the	hunt	and	this	time	we	were	 nished	earlier	than	
the	pre ious	wee end 	 ou	see	I	was	prett 	 uiet	this	time	
although	 at	 one	 point	 in	 the	 hunt	 I	 did	 as 	 the	 uestion 	

h 	Bobbin 	It	seemed	a	sill 	name	to	me	but 	when	he	
told	me	to	 ust	watch	him	wor 	 it	dawned	on	me 	Bobbin	
was	a	bundle	o 	energ 	as	 is	 the	nature	o 	 the	breed	and	
being	short	in	statue	 ou	 er 	seldom	saw	him	in	the	high	
brac en 	 er 	now	and	then 	though 	he	would	stand	on	his	
hind	legs	and	his	little	head	would	 ust	 bob 	up	abo e	the	
ern	as	though	he	was	ge ng	a	bearing	or	 location 	From	
then	on 	I	 gured	Bobbin	was	actuall 	a	prett 	neat	name

The	 ollowing	wee end	I	met	the	man	and	Bobbin	at	the	
same	place	but	this	time	I	was	handed	a	small	single-barrel	
shotgun	and	a	hand ul	o 	 slender	shells 	 I	had	 red	a	 ew	
22s	be ore	and	a	mate s	air	ri e	but	ne er	a	shotgun 	This	
was	serious	business	to	me 	He	e plained	the	gun	was	a	 41 	
and	unli e	his	12g 	it	would	be	com ortable	 or	me	to	shoot	
and	e ecti e	out	to	2 d	and	no	more 	He	also	told	me	to	
carr 	the	gun	with	a	cartridge	in	the	chamber	but	crac ed	
open 	I	was	not	to	close	the	action	until	I	was	read 	to	shoot

Bobbin	went	to	wor 	and	in	a	 ew	minutes	two	rabbits	
were	 ushed	 but	 the	 man 	 who	 was	 wal ing	 beside	 me 	
indicated	 the	 distance	was	 too	 great	 e en	 though	 one	 o 	
the	rabbits	propped	in	the	open 	A er	a	couple	more	were	
le 	to	escape 	one	 nall 	stopped	ne t	to	a	blac berr 	bush 		
He	whispered	to	me	to	close	the	action	which	I	did	and	to	
put	the	 ront	bead	on	the	rabbit 	I	con ess	to	ha ing	a	bit	o 	
trouble	stopping	the	gun	 rom	sha ing	but 	I	e entuall 	did	
and	when	I	pulled	bac 	on	the	trigger	the	gun	let	out	a	roar	
coupled	with	a	small	 ic 	 to	the	shoulder 	 I	didn t	see	the	
rabbit	 op	o er	but	hit	it	I	did 	I	was	might 	impressed	when	
Bobbin	deli ered	the	rabbit	to	me 	

e	continued	hunting	although	I	ne er	 red	another	shot	
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I ha e	 been	 doing	 this	 e er 	
Christmas	 or	 the	 past	 1 	 ears 	
Straight	 a er	 Bo ing	 Da 	 I	 head	

out	 to	 the	 hot	 western	 ueensland	
terrain	 around	 Thargomindah	 in	
pursuit	o 	troph 	class	pigs	and	goats 	
At	that	time	o 	 ear 	the	temperatures	
are	up	around	45	degrees	or	more 	As	
ou	 now 	the	pigs	and	goats	ha e	to	
come	in	to	water	 	and	the	summer	
o 	 2 1 	 would	 be	 no	 di erent 	 The	
propert 	owner	thin s	I	am	mad	but	I	
ha e	ne er	missed	out	 et

M 	mate	Barr 	was	 coming	with	
me	 this	 time 	 the	 propert 	 owner	
thin s	 he	 is	 mad	 too 	 Because	 o 	
amil 	commitments 	we	didn t	lea e	
until	 December	 2 	 so	 we	 set	 o 	
earl 	and	arri ed	at	the	propert 	late	
a ernoon	a er	 a	12-hour	dri e 	 e	
had	a	 uic 	 chat	 to	Dic 	 and	got	 all	
our	all	gear	pac ed	awa 	then	a	 ew	

beers	and	an	earl 	night	was	in	order
e	 decided	 to	 do	 a	 run	 around	

all	 the	 waterholes	 ust	 to	 see	 how	
much	 water	 we	 had	 to	 wor 	 with 	
Da light	was	 ust	be ore	5am	so	with	
e er thing	 pac ed	 or	 the	 da 	 we	
headed	 down	 the	 powerline 	 First	
stop	 was	 A ghan	 Tan 	 There	 were	
our	 gates	 to	 open	 and	 being	 in	
Barr s	 car	meant	 I	 had	 gate	 duties 	
I m	 not	 used	 to	 doing	 this	 as	 it s	
usuall 	Heather s	 ob 	 e	pulled	up	
bac 	o 	 the	 tan 	and	slowl 	wal ed	
in 	Straight	awa 	I	spotted	the	 amiliar	
shape	 o 	 a	 boar	 l ing	 in	 his	wallow 	
I	 signalled	 to	 Barr 	 then	 started	m 	
stal 	 in	with	onl 	 one	 tree	between	
me	and	the	boar 	

I	 made	 it	 to	 within	 16 d	 and	
sent	 an	 utbac 	 Supreme	 between	
his	 nec 	 and	 shoulder 	 He	 stood	 up	
loo ing	 at	 me	 and	 ell	 bac 	 down 	

He	was	not	 in	 the	best	 o 	 condition	
and	 his	 grinds	 were	 chipped 	 He	
still	measured	24pt 	not	a	bad	start 	
I	 dragged	 him	 awa 	 rom	 the	water	
and	we	headed	o 	to	the	ne t	tan

The	 propert 	 owner	 had	 told	
us	 about	 a	 busted	 pipe	 out	 near	
the	 bac 	 boundar 	 ust	 past	 hite	
Tan 	 with	 a	 large	 dam	 that	 usuall 	
produces	 well	 or	 us 	 There	 wasn t	
an thing	on	 the	 tan 	so	we	wo e	 in	
and	out	o 	channels	tr ing	to	 nd	this	
bro en	pipe 	 e	came	across	an	old	
windmill	 with	 a	 ew	 goats	 but	 ust	
nannies	and	 ids

There	 was	 a	 nann 	 l ing	 beside	
an	 old	 concrete	 tan 	 that	 was	 hal 	
buried	 in	 the	 ground	 and	 she	 ust	
didn t	want	to	lea e 	 e	wal ed	o er	
and	 there	 was	 a	 little	 id	 that	 had	
allen	in	and	couldn t	get	out 	B 	the	
number	o 	s eletons	down	there 	he	

He thinks 
I’M MAD 

DAVE 
PENDER
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at	the	end	o 	a	waterhole 	At	the	ne t	
trough	 we	 ound	 our	 oung	 boars	
wallowing	 in	 the	 water 	 with	 water	
splashing	 o er	 the	 sides 	 Barr 	 too 	
one	be ore	the 	ran	o 	 Dic 	told	us	
later	the 	were	ma ing	a	mess	o 	the	
surrounds	 around	 the	 trough	 so	 he	
wanted	them	shot

e	 came	 to	 the	 last	 one 	 It	 is	
what	 is	 called	 a	 tur e s	 nest	 tan 	
and	had	no	co er	 or	3 d 	The	wind	
was	 in	our	 a our 	 so	we	 ust	 slowl 	
dro e	in	to	within	1 d 	 e	saw	two	
good	boars	come	o er	the	tan 	wall 	
go	under	 the	neighbour s	 ence	and	
disappear	into	the	scrub 	 e	chec ed	
out	the	spot	and	 ound	a	 ew	wallows	
so	 we	 decided	 this	 would	 be	 well	
worth	chec ing	again 	

hile	we	were	dri ing	down	the	
boundar 	 ence 	 two	 more	 boars	
came	out	o 	the	scrub	and	ran	along	
the	 ence 	 ne	was	a	good	blac -and-
white	boar	about	8 g	and	the	other	
was	a	 ounger	one	about	6 g

The	ne t	tan 	we	chec ed	was	one	
we	 had	 ound	 during	 our	 pre ious	
trip	in	September 	There	were	plent 	
o 	wallows	and	rub	trees 	 e	pulled	
up	2 d	bac 	chec ed	that	the	wind	
was	right 	and	made	our	wa 	in 	I	was	
on	 the	 right-hand	side	and	Barr 	on	

and	 stared	 wor ing	 his	 wa 	 bac 	
along	 the	 drain 	 I	 slowl 	 wal ed	 on	
the	other	side	with	the	 ideo	camera 	
ust	 as	 he	 got	 to	 the	 spot	 where	 I	
had	seen	the	boar 	the	pig	burst	out	
o 	the	water	and	too 	o 	across	the	
ats 	He	 loo ed	a	good	boar	around	
g	or	8 g
As	 we	 approached	 hite	 Tan 	

we	couldn t	see	an thing	so	we	 ust	
dro e	o er	the	dam	wall 	As	we	dro e	
o er	the	pipe	that	 ed	the	main	dam	
rom	the	cree 	Barr 	loo ed	straight	
down	and	said	there	was	a	pig	l ing	
in	a	puddle	beside	the	pipe 	 e	 ept	
on	 dri ing	 another	 6 d	 be ore	 we	
pulled	up 	

Barr 	said 	 our	shot 	
I	 said 	 No 	 ou	 ta e	 it 	 I m	 a	

dic head 	 Barr 	 snea ed	 bac 	 and	
dro e	him	 rom	8 d 	The	boar	went	
nowhere 	He	measured	25pt

n	 the	wa 	bac 	we	decided	 to	
do	 the	 trough	 run	 to	 see	 what	 was	
about 	 n	the	 rst	trough	a	sow	and	
her	suc ers	ran	o 	and	so	did	a	boar	

wasn t	the	 rst 	I	helped	Barr 	down	
into	the	tan 	 he	is	 ounger	than	me 	
and	he	 passed	 the	 goat	 up	 to	me 	 I	
placed	 him	 on	 the	 ground	 and	 he	
ran	 straight	 o er	 to	 the	 water	 and	
had	a	good	long	drin 	 e	ended	up	
dragging	 a	 couple	 o 	 logs	 o er	 and	
put	them	down	in	the	tan 	so	i 	an 	
more	 goats	 ell	 in	 the 	 could	 wal 	
bac 	 out 	 That	 was	 our	 good	 deed	
or	the	da

e	couldn t	 nd	the	bro en	pipe	
but	 we	 did	 nd	 a	 trac 	 on	 our	 wa 	
bac 	 I	 could	 see	 a	 green	 patch	 o 	
scrub	so	wal ed	o er	to	chec 	it	out	
and	 ound	 water	 running	 down	 the	
gull 	 e	wal ed	 upstream	 until	we	
ound	 the	 busted	 pipe 	 There	 were	
plent 	 o 	 goat	 trac s	 and	 a	 ew	 pig	
wallows	 but	 no	 game 	 so	 we	 went	
bac 	to	the	car

e	were	nearl 	at	the	end	o 	the	
water	when	I	spotted	a	boar	loo ing	
at	 me	 as	 we	 dro e	 past	 him 	 I	 told	
Barr 	to	 eep	dri ing	a	 urther	2 d	
then	pull	up 	Barr 	grabbed	his	bow	

77   

He thinks 
I’M MAD ro en grinds, but a good start to the hun ng trip.
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arry and a great boar.
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T-section 	 I	 tossed	 up	 which	 trac 	
to	ta e 	 e 	 I	would	be	home	 in	3 	
minutes	 with	 a	 cold	 beer 	 ight 	 I	
could	 chec 	 the	 tur e s	 nest	 that	
had	 the	 two	 pigs	 the	 pre ious	 da 	
Not	li ing	to	go	home	without	seeing	
an thing 	 I	 went	 right 	 The	 wa 	 the	
da 	was	going 	I	wasn t	too	hope ul 	

I	pulled	up	8 d	 rom	the	tur e s	
nest	 and	 wal ed	 in 	 not	 e pecting	
much 	As	 I	 started	up	 the	dam	wall 	
roos	 started	 running	 o 	 ma ing	 a	
boatload	 o 	 noise 	 so	 that	 stu ed	
that	 up 	 Still 	 I	 thought	 I	 would	 ust	
chec 	i 	the	pigs	had	been	wallowing	
that	da 	as	it	was	past	5 3 pm 	

er thing	was	 about	 to	 change 	
oo ing	o er	the	edge 	all	I	could	see	
was	large	white	tus s	loo ing	straight	
at	me 	The	pig	that	owned	the	tus s	
and	another	boar	were	sound	asleep 	
hea ens	 nows	 how	 a er	 the	 noise	
the	 roos	 had	 made 	 The	 pigs	 were	
onl 	 15 d	 and	 both	 were	 acing	
towards	 me 	 It	 wasn t	 an 	 problem	
choosing	 which	 pig	 to	 ta e	 as	 one	
had	o er	3in	up	both	sides 	It	was	the	
same	boar	we	had	seen	the	pre ious	
da 	 lacing	m 	 pin	 ust	 down	 rom	
his	 chee 	 I	 hit	 the	 release 	 The	
arrow 	 with	 an	 utbac 	 Supreme 	
dro e	 in	 through	 his	 nec 	 and	 into	

9

shot 	ma be	1 g	or	e en	11 g 	He	
had	thic 	tus s	but	both	grinds	were	
bro en 	He	still	measured	26	6/8pt 	
not	bad	 or	our	 rst	da

The	 ne t	 da 	 Dic 	 was	 going	
awa 	 so	 we	 were	 loo ing	 a er	 the	
water	 run	 while	 he	 was	 gone 	 This	
meant	we	had	the	wor 	ute 	so	Barr 	
decided	 to	 sit	 on	 the	main	 dam	 or	
the	 da 	 and	 I	 was	 going	 out	 to	 the	
dam	where	Barr 	had	shot	the	 oung	
boar	the	da 	be ore 	

A er	 lling	m 	bac pac 	with	 ood	
and	water 	I	put	in	some	camo	ne ng	
to	set	up	a	blind 	Barr 	did	the	same 	
e	wished	each	other	good	luc 	and	

went	our	separate	wa s 	
Arri ing	 at	 m 	 destination 	 I	

wal ed	the	last	2 d	and	set	up	m 	
blind	so	I	had	 ull	 iew	o 	the	water 	
It	was	a	 long 	drawn-out	da 	 si ng	
there	 rom	6am	till	5pm 	Apart	 rom	
roos	 and	 emus 	 nothing	 came	 in 	
uc 	 or	me	I	had	a	boo 	to	read 	I	
considered	 pac ing	 up	 man 	 times	
but	 I	 ept	 telling	 m sel 	 that	 the 	
would	come	in	e entuall 	

ell 	 I	 did	 pac 	 up	 and	 headed	
down	 the	 trac 	 hen	 I	 came	 to	 a	

the	 le 	 There	were	 about	 three	 or	
our	 sows	 and	 their	 suc ers	 but	 no	
boars	 so	 we	 decided	 to	 wait	 a	 bit	
and	see	what	happened 	Ten	minutes	
later	a	boar	came	in	on	Barr s	side 	
onl 	 a	 oung	 one 	 but	 Dic 	 wanted	
them	shot	so	Barr 	stal ed	in	and	it	
too 	one	arrow	and	he	was	down

Heading	 bac 	 to	 camp 	 we	 had	
one	more	 tan 	 to	 chec 	 e	pulled	
up	 2 d	 awa 	 and	 again	 the	wind	
was	 ind	to	us 	Coming	o er	the	tan 	
wall 	 angaroos	were	 e er where 	 I	
couldn t	see	a	thing	but	Barr 	being	
6in	 taller	 than	 me 	 spotted	 a	 boar	
laid	 up	 in	 a	 little	 drain	 running	 o 	
the	tan 	

The	 roos	 mo ed	 o 	 uietl 	 and	
I	 slowl 	made	m 	wa 	 in 	 At	 2 d	 I	
ran	 out	 o 	 co er	 so	 too 	 the	 shot 	 I	
thought	 I	 had	blown	 it	 as	m 	arrow	
went	 low	 but	 it	 hit	 something	
he	 didn t	 li e	 and	 as	 he	 rose	 and	
hunched	up 	I	had	enough	time	to	hit	
him	again	through	the	right	shoulder	
into	 the	 le 	 shoulder 	He	went	o er	
the	ban 	and	I	 ollowed	him 	onl 	to	
see	him	 alling	o er	 or	good 	

He	was	a	big	pig 	the	biggest	I	ha e	

Another good one or ave.
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about	 4 d	 rom	 him 	 B 	 then 	
another	 arrow	 was	 on	 its	 wa 	 He	
was	down 	He	didn t	 uite	ma e	4 in	
but	de nitel 	record	class	and	Barr s	
best	goat	to	date 	

e	spent	the	rest	o 	the	wee 	 ust	
doing	 the	 dam	 and	 trough	 run	with	
limited	success 	All	up 	we	too 	o er	
a	 do en	 boars 	 three	 going	 troph 	
class	 and	 three	 ust	 under	 and	 one	
record	 class	 goat	 	 prett 	 good	 or	
si 	da s	hunting 		

I m	not	sure	i 	I	will	ma e	the	trip	
in	2 18	as	the	propert 	has	onl 	had	
2 ml	o 	rain	so	 ar	this	 ear 	but	I ll	be	
bac 	 there	again	on	a	 summer	hunt	
one	da 	 	e en	i 	the	propert 	owner	
does	thin 	I m	mad

to	ta e	one	i 	it	was	record	class 	so	
we	 spent	 the	 da 	 dri ing	 around 	
ith	a	 ew	o 	the	waterholes	dr 	 it	

cut	 the	 areas	 that	 held	 goats	 down	
to	 a	 hand ul 	 e	 ound	 a	 ew	 that	
were	 close	but	on	 closer	 inspection	
the 	 ust	didn t	 uite	ma e	 it 	A er	
lunch	 we	 pulled	 up	 at	 a	 dam	 right	
out	the	bac 	bloc s	where	we	could	
see	 two	 goats	 asleep	 in	 the	 shade 	
The	wind	was	right 	so	Barr 	went	in	
while	I	sta ed	bac 	a	bit	and	used	m 	
ideo 	I	used	the	camera	to	 oom	in	
and	told	Barr 	that	one	goat	could	go	
record	class 	

He	made	 it	 in	 to	 2 d	 and	 too 	
the	shot 	hi ng	him	a	little	high 	The	
goat	 ran	 straight	 at	 Barr 	 stopping	

8

his	 itals 	 He	 came	 out	 o 	 his	 bed	
roaring	 li e	a	 lion with	me	with	no	
co er	whatsoe er 	 uc il 	he	turned	
and	went	the	other	wa 	He	ran	6 d	
and	pulled	up 	He	was	one	o 	the	best	
loo ing	boars	 I	 ha e	e er	 ta en	and	
measured	 2 pt 	 He	 pulled	 short	 in	
the	 aw 	 He	 was	 de nitel 	 the	 boar	
we	had	seen	the	da 	be ore 	It	was	so	
hot	the	pigs	were	still	wallowing	at	6	
o cloc 	at	night

hen	 I	 arri ed	 bac 	 at	 camp 	 I	
learned	 that	 Barr 	 had	 had	 some	
good	luc 	too 	He	had	nailed	a	good	
boar 	 e d	 ta en	 three	 troph 	 class	
boars	in	two	da s 	

The	ne t	da 	we	went	loo ing	 or	
a	good	goat	 or	Barr 	He	onl 	wanted	

arry got his record class goat.
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eau es li e this ma e hun ng in the summer heat o  the ueensland outbac  orth hile.

H u n t i n g  a n d  O u t d o o r s

The writer of this  
story wins a  
pack of three 
BONECRUSHER BROADHEADS 
compliments of
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Where applicable, please use this as your tax invoice:

Australian Bowhunters Association TM

INCORPORATED (Inc in NT No AO1978) GST INVOICE GST ABN 79 750 431 225
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This is an old story and I don’t suppose it has ever been 
told around the campfire, so I’ll share it here. Names 
have been omitted to preserve the hunter’s dignity.

Hunter came rushing into camp, out of breath, telling 
me between gulps of air that he had a cat up a tree, 
had run out of arrows and needed help to retrieve it.  
We grabbed an arrow or two and were immediately on 
our way. 
Arriving at said tree, yep, I could see there was a cat 
hiding on one of the branches. The hunter gave me his 
bow and said, “You do it.”  
“No, I said, “It’s your cat.” But he insisted … then told 
me his shoulder was sore.  
“Why?” I asked, “Did you fall down?”
“Nope,” was the reply.  He then admitted he had spent 
quite some time running at the tree trying to dislodge 
the cat.  
So in the end it was me who fell down. Laughing.
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* Available to TBA members only
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      payable to Australian Bowhunters Association
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ABA Cloth Badge 10.00
ABA Metal Badge 8.00
ABA Car Sticker 4.00
ABA Proficiency Badges (eg, 300+) 5.00
ABA Junior Advanced Badge 6.00
ABA Cub Advanced Badge 6.00
ABA Target ID Cards 5.00
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National Bowhunter Education Manual  19.00
Bowhunting Pocket Guide 5.00
National Measuring Manual 10.00
Welcome to Field Archery  14.00
IFAA Cloth Badge 10.00
IFAA Metal Badge 8.00
IFAA Chevron (eg, Hunter) 4.00
Robin Hood Cloth Badge 9.00
Robin Hood Metal Badge 8.00
*TBA Car Sticker 4.00
*TBA Metal Badge 8.00
*TBA Cloth Badge 10.00
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#Game Award, T/C & R/C Chevrons 6.00
ABA Peaked Caps 15.00
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July-August-September

Archery Alliance of Australia

SHOOT CALENDAR
2018

Date  Club     Branch   Shoot Style

July

August

30June-1 Darling Downs Field Archers * D ABA C v D Challenge
1 Macalister Trophy Bowhunters * G ABA
1 Full Boar Archers B ABA
7-8 Manning District Bowhunters * E IFAA Branch Titles
13-15 Silver City Archers * F Indoor / ABA / 3D
14-15 Dubbo 3D Archers * NSW 3DAAA
15 Freds Pass Field Archers  A 3D 
15 Katherine Archery Club  A 3D
15 Dead Centre Bowhunters  A 3D
21-22 Saxon Archery Club * C ABA
21-22 Shellharbour Bowmen * F 3D NSW State Titles
21-22 Bendigo Field Archers * H 3D Vic State Titles
21-22 Caboolture and District Bowmen * Qld 3DAAA Qld State Titles
28-29	 National	Indoor	Mail	Match	*	 Aust	 National	Indoor	Titles
    
   
   
4-5	 North	Burnett	Field	Archers	*	 C	 Traditional	Shoot
4-5 Namoi Valley Field Archers * E ABA 
4-5 Benchmark Marked Distance Shoot * NSW 3DAAA
5 Boola Valley Field Archers * G IFAA
11-12 Yorke Peninsula Field Archers * I ABA/3D
12 Penrith City Archers * NSW The Nepean Pairs Handicap
12 Dead Centre Bowhunters A IFAA Field
12 Full Boar Archers  B ABA
18-19	 Barambah	Field	Archers	*	 D	 ABA	Celebration	Shoot
18-19	 Southwest	Slopes	Sporting	Field	Archers	*	 F	 ABA/3D
18-19 Bendigo Field Archers * H ABA
18-19 WA Field and Bowhunters * J 3D/ABA
18-19 Twin City Archers * Vic 3DAAA State Titles
18-19 Collinsville Barebow Hunters * B ABA
25-26 Kurrimine Beach Archers * B ABA
25-26 North Albert Field Archers * Qld 3DAAA
26 ArcherySA—TBA * SA State Clout



FULL COLOUR ANIMAL TARGETS

PHONE (07) 4685 2266    FAX (07) 4685 2378
EMAIL info@action-graphics.com.au

Also ABA Aussie field, IFAA animal, field, hunter, 
five-spot and indoor, FITA and 

novelty target faces

www.archerytargets.com.au

SHOOT CALENDAR
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Black type shows ABA events, green type represents Archery Australia events and blue type denotes 3DAAA events,
ABA national events are in red. Shoots marked with an * are cross-participation events

  
1-2 Emerald Archery Club * C 3D
1-2 Tully Bowmen * B ABA
8-9 Gloucester District Archers * E 3D Branch Titles
8-9	 Mallee	Sunset	Field	Archers	*	 H	 Traditional/IFAA
8-9 Mornington Peninsula Bowmen * Vic 3DAAA
9 Macalister Trophy Bowhunters * G ABA
9 Full Boar Archers B ABA
9-10 Towers Bowhunters * B ABA
22 Penrith City Archers * NSW PCA September QRE
22-23 Charleville Field Archers * D ABA Gold Cup
15-16 Wagga Wagga Field Archers * F ABA Branch Titles
15-16 Lilydale Bowmen * H ABA
15-16 Break O’Day Field Archers * H ABA
15-16 Southern Yorke Field Archers * I ABA/3D
15-16	 Swan	Hill	Archers	*	 H	 Traditional
22-23 Gladstone Field Archers * Qld 3DAAA
23 Freds Pass Field Archers  A ABA
23 Katherine Archery Club  A ABA
23 Dead Centre Bowhunters  A ABA
29-30 Cessnock Archers * NSW 3DAAA
29-30 Mackay and District Bowmen * B ABA Qld State Titles
29-30 Silver City Archers * I Branch Safari ABA

September
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
 
  General Secretary ABA  Renewal r
  PO Box 5124  New Member  r
  Brendale Qld 4500  

Phone (07) 3256 3976  
         ABA Membership Nº: ...........................  

I, (full name)  ..............................................................................................................    (M-F) ....................

of (street # & name) ........................................................ (town-city) ..................................... (p-code) ...........

Postal address (PO Box #)............................................ (town-city) ...................................... (p-code) ..........

Phone number ...........................................................  Date of birth ...../...../.....  

Email address.........................................................................

do hereby wish to make application for membership of the Australian Bowhunters Association Inc (ABA), and 
if accepted, do undertake to conduct my/our membership in accordance with the Constitution, Rules, Policies 
and Code of Ethics of the ABA. Additionally, I/we acknowledge that Field Archery and Bowhunting are shooting  
sports conducted in the natural environment which can impose inherent risks and this application is made in 
full recognition of the Association’s requirement for responsible and ethical behaviour. I/We undertake to do all 
in my/our power to preserve the good image of the sport and ABA. I/We understand that members breaking the 
Code of Ethics and/or ABA’s regulations may be subject to sanctions as per the Constitution.

I am a member of .......................................................................................................... (Club)

       Signature of Applicant__________________________________
I enclose the required fees of $................                                                 
I, the applicant above, also wish to make application for membership of ABA (Inc) on behalf of the following 
persons, who are members of my family and reside at my address:
Full Name of Applicant Male-Female ABA Number Date of Birth

__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________
__________________________________ ________ _______________  _____________

I am prepared to accept the responsibility for the above applicants who are under the age of 18 years, until they 
attain such age.
Parent-Guardian Signature ____________________________ ABA Number if Applicable: _________________

The Australian Bowhunters Association Inc reserves the right to refuse, suspend or terminate the membership of any person 
whose conduct contravenes the Constitution, Rules and Policies of Association of the ABA. Failure to provide information 
sought or supply of incorrect information may result in application being rejected.

RENEWALS and/or Advance Memberships for existing members  
 12 months 3 years in advance
Adults    $65 $185    
Juniors-Cubs    $45 $130 
Families   $140 $390
New Members (12-month membership including joining fee)
Adults $90  
Juniors-Cubs  $70    
Families $185  
PENSIONER DISCOUNT: Deduct 10% from fees listed. 
Quote Pension Benefit Card Number: ...............................................................

All fees include GST
Note: Dates of birth must be shown for all persons listed. Club name must be shown. Family membership 
applies only to parents and their children under 18 years of age. Separate single membership must be taken 
for children over 18 years. Couples without children under 18 years also pay separate single membership. In the 
case of family renewals, state ABA membership numbers. If insufficient space, use additional form.
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